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RREEACE. 


Tt was at the request t>f Raja Biiikya, Krishna, 
a descendant of Maharaja * Xubkissen’s, thnt I 
undertook to writ** this hook. The materials were 
obtained by the efforts and at the expense of the 
Raja, and In* has also borne the eflst of printin^.dhd 
publication. • 

^ he honjile !Sir •)<ilm \\ ikhIIiui'ii, ns Member in 
t*h«»i*ee of the Home 1 department of the CGovernment 
of India, nave permission to search tin* old records 
ill the Uhl-ary of his < )Hiee. Mr. (now. Sir William) 

( unini'hiun, Secivtary to the l-’oreijjjn I department, 
oave. at the re< t nest of 11 n • Hon’ble Mir A. 1*3. Miller, 
access to the records in J he I library of his ( )fficc. Tip* 
Hon’ble Mr. 11. J. S.'Cotton allowed a search in 
the records of tile Hen^d Oftu'l-. Messrs. Uritnley, 
Holton and X. K. Hose oranted permission to search 
the papers in the ottiee of the Board of Revenue, 
Rower Provincos. Haja Rajcndra Xarayan Idcb 
Haliadur offered help l»y le^ndino pa]j«1-s and bocjjes 
from his library. JDr. Murison Isidore,! valuable 
services hv suj>^l,vino copies of papers that he found 
by a diligent search i,, the Hritish Jduseum and 
the Library of the Injjfa Office. To the memo, v 
ot Raja Rajendra Xarayan and Mr. X. K. Hose 
a rateful tribute is offered : and Raja lliiurva 

Krishna apd myself tender our warmest aeknow ledo- 
ments to the other® gentlemen for the help they 
have given. •_> 
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?For all opinions expressed^ in the hook and for 
^^P^ets of style and arrangement none is respon- 
|p*W e Except myself. No. portion of the work has 
been touched by any hand but mine. 

in the spelling of Indian names I have followed 
the custom of leading English writers and not any 
principles of transliteration. The subject of these 
Mfejnoirs appears* to have been in the habit of 
sigifing his name as “ Nubkissen.” In contem¬ 
porary documents he is generally referred to as 
Nubkissen, Nobkissen or Nobokissen. There is 
high authority also for writing “ Nunconnir.” 

The Index has been compiled‘by my son-in-law, 
Ashu Tosh Deb, M.A. * 


Thk “Indian Nation " 

('ulcutta , September Xo, 11)01. 
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MAHARAJAH NUBKISSEN BAHADUR. 


< 11APTER T. 

Am-kstky and Tim k and 1’i.ack <*f Biurn. 

. j F i t j. true that the world -Iocs not. know its greatest 
men, it is true no less that men do not invariably know their 
host friends or their greatest benefactors. It is probably as 
true now as it was in the days of Macaulay that -earcely ; one 
in ten, even an,one English gentlemen ot h,g uy cultivated 
minds, can tell who won the battle of Buxar, who perpetrated 
the massacres of Patna, whether Su.jah Oowlah ruled m 
Oudo or in Travancore. or whether llolkar was a Hindu or 
a Mussulman Prince.” The groat Reviewer regretted that 
the ordinary Englishman was so little “curious to know how 
a handful of his countrymen, separated from their home by 
an immense ocean, subjugated in the com-e ol a few years, 
one of the greatest empi'res in the world ” here ,s ht*ie 
reason to wonder. therefore. A, at Enghshnion have even 
loss information ami .curiosity about those silent and secret 
because quiet ami* unambitious workers, especially it they 
ar „ of another complexion and denizen of another 
dime who furnished the .ideas and suggested the steps 
that ’led to the establishment of England's great empire 
in the east. If th.y know so little of tW achievements, o4 
< 'live and Hastings, what can they khow ot the counsels ot 
Xuhkis«en —the plans h^ made, the information he gave, the 
protect ion ’ he rendered, the dangers he hra^d or warned 
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Mdb the light he throw on* the designs of Mahomednn 
r* r the intricacies he unravelled,®the peace he maintained, 
possibilities of empire that he saw and revealed to a 
ytftjdy of merchants, hold ami adventurous no doubt, but 
; apparently not. yet alive to tRe grandeur of the prospect before 
them®? The formal Histories are as a rule silent about 


Nubkissen, or els<j they retail trivial gossip. Governor Verelst, 
an unimpeachable authority on the affairs of his own times, 
does Justice in a general way to Nubkissen's services. 

‘‘„Nubkisaen is a Native Hindu who had been extremely zealous 
in the English cause during the troubles preceding Meer .Taffer’s 
elevation to the Siibahdaree. When the war brqjce out with Meer 
C’ossim, he attended Major Adams and continued with that commander 
till the Subahdar was driven out of the Provinces. His address and 
attachment to the English recommended him to "Lord Clive, who 
made him Banian to the Committee, in which he continued three 
years, likewise of Mr. Verelst.’s career.” 

And Bord Thurlow referred to him in the following 
terms, addressing the House of Bords timing the trial of 
Vfarren Hastings : ^ 

“NnbPissen was the Persian preceptor of Mr. Hastings so fat- 
back as the year 1750, when they wtre both young men, and that he 
was indebted for his elevation, bis present high rank anti great 
fortune, solely to his early connection with Mr. Hastings, during 
whose administration he only stood inferior in point of emoluments 
or political consequence to Mahomed Keza Cawn." 

• UnfortunaThly, historian^ have not thought fit to indicate 
the specific character of his services or to show the nature 
, and sources of his “political consequence/’ Mill makes no 
reference to h^m ; Ormo does not. mention him ; his name 
is absent from The pages of Sip John Malcolm. An acute 
observer of Itidinn life has said $vith truth : 

“ As Europeans have ever received credit for work really done by 
HttKes, it is more than probable that many diplomatic results which 
go by others' name were Aalty attained by Navakrisbn^." 

It is searctfly possible for a°writef to-day, especially where 
he has little opportunity of access to old and official records. 
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to supply the gap which historians have left. Bat 
cannot unearth political foot* buried in ancient ami l»oRS^^ 
secret records, he may dissipate some at least of the 
that time and authority haw come to associate with 
jjreat name. He may also throw-some light oR the social and 
personal history of a distinguished historic character. m The 
attempt that is made in these pages has no other than the 
modest purpose of piecing together the available tacts, politi¬ 
cal ami private, of Maharajah Nubkisscp’s career, ot calling 
attention to the sort of evidence on which certain current 
ideas in regard to his work and character depend, and of 
presenting a sketch of the man and his times, which shall be, 
as far as distance of time ami the changed lights and shadows 
of society will allow, real and faithful. 

As regards the ancestry of Nubkissen, the one original 
document, that it is possible*to discover is a manuscript 
entitled “ An Account of the late Maharajah Nubkissen 
Bahadoor, required by and delivered to A. Stirling, Esq., 
Persian Secretary to Government, on the 30th April 182.T.” 
This was written either by Raja Sir ^tadhukanta Dt*va Baha¬ 
dur, Iv.t'.S.I., or by some* other person or persons at his 
instance and under his guidance. It is obviously based on 
family tradition ; possibly it embodies also the traditional 
gossip of society. How much of it is absolute historical 
truth it is difficult to say, but there is no «!ason to reject 
it except where it is manifestly improbable, self-contra¬ 
dictory, or in conflict with ascertained facts. It is certainly 
the basis of as much as relates to Mahariyah Nubkissen 
in the Rapid Sketch of the Life of Rafa Ratlhakanta 
Jfera Bahadoor, xzith some*'Notices of his Ancestors, hu the 
Editors of the Rojas Saixdakalpadrurtva (185U>. Ill this 
country family Isistory is most generally preseved in-tike 
form of tradition ; and ordinarily sucB legends are reliable. 
A man transmits to his son the story of the family just as he 
learut it from his father. Any errors that he igay deliberately 
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or carelessly commit arc liable to be corrected by the 
elders of his society, for a mao’s, family history is often 
known to many persons besides himself. This Account is the 
earliest record oj' the origin <jf the family of the Sovabazar 
Rajas. It has till the appearance of a carefully a-certnined 
and fjonestly accepted narrative ; and it must be presumed 
to have b >en prepared with a due sense of responsibility as 
it had to be delivered to (Government in response to a 
requisition. THirty-four years after its submission to (Govern¬ 
ment, the editors of the Su/ulukulpadrumu —an encyclopaedia 
of Sanskrit learning —took the responsibility of publishing 
the /tapul Sketch, which, for its notice of Nubkis.scn, was 
wholly indebted to the Account. 

The “ founder ” of tin 1 family, in the s<mse in which 
that, word is understood by the phut ak>xx —genealogists or 

heralds,-that is, the earliest cnember of it, who received a 

definite social recognition, was Srihari Deva, the twenty- 
fourth in ascent from NGibkissen. ili> was settled in a 
village named Kansona near -id oorshoila bad. Several of 
his ih'scoHilants came to be men of wealth and position, 
but it is not necessary here to 'mention an v of them until 
we come to JGevidas Mujmooadar, eighteenth in ileseent, 
who was appointed Kanungoe of Pergunna Mooragacha, 
in the district of 24-Porguunas, where he came to reside, 
ltukmioi Ivanttt, one of the soris of Ifevidas, settled in 
Panchagram, and was appointed by Mahabat dung. Nawab of 
Moorshedabad, mafiager of the estate of Keshub Ham Hay 
(diaudhuri, the minor Zemindar of Pergunna Mooragacha. 
Hiikmini Ivunfa Vyavahnrta, for so he was called, was suc- 
ceeded in the inaiingeinont of the estate by his eldest son 
Uiimeswura. Uamchurn, the second son of Ramcswara, pro- 
tended to Moorshedabad, introduced himselfcto the lioy-llovan 
( bain Hoy, and offered to increase the revenue of Pergunna 
Mooragacha tef Hs. 50,000. jfte waS appointed tthdadar, or 
Itevenue farmer, for that pergunna. He ijuifted his abode in 
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Perjiuntta Mooiagacha and Uuilt a house at Ciovindpor^ >0^ 
Calcutta, whore, having left his family, he" proceeded to Moor- 
ahedabad and presented himself to Nmvab Maliahat Jung and 
the Hoy-ltoyun. He was appointed Salt Agent and 1'blloctor 
of Hijli, Tumlook, MuhisliudiU, and wm* other places. 
He appears to have acquitted himself with great credit, for 
the Nawab afterwards appointed him l)ewan of the Pro¬ 
vince of Cuttack. The Subihdar of the Province. Maniiuddin 
Khan, and Dewan Haul < 'burn, were sent t\y the Nawab 
with a considerable lort;t* to oppose a ISlahratta incursion. 
On their way from Midnnpore to Cuttack they were caught 
at a disadvantage, and the l>ewan, though he fought bravely, 
itat last fell overpowered. Dewan Ham Churn left three 
infant sons, says the Arm,,,it ; and his property was lost to 
the family by the death of Fnkhur Tojjar, a wealth nun-chant 
of Unghlv, in whose custody it Jiad been kept. 

Ntdikissen was the youngest of the three sons. They 
could not all have been literally infants nt. the time of their 
father's death, hut they fnust, all have been young, <Uid 
Nnbkissen was in all probability an infant. His eldest 
brother was Ham Sunder, stud his iiext elder was Munich 
Chundor. 1 >ewan Ham ('burn had not probably had time to 
ac fuire any landed property. lie had built only a house in 
Calcutta, and sis he had separated from his relatives and was 
li vine in Calcutta only with liis wife aml^litt le children, 
whom again lie had to leave wlienever lie had to proceed oil 
business, it is very likely that he had leftf his personal estate 
with one or more friends whom he trusted. And that estate 
was liable to he lost to the family either by tl/e death of any 
of those friends, or by his c^vn death. A trust of which no 
living person was aware might be betrayed with impunity. 
Ham Churn's wijow, who, according to m certain truditjoy, 
came from the family of the •Boses of •Sarisa, appears to have 
had some little property in her possession with which she was 
able to maintain and educate her children and to build a new 
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house in Govindpore, her fosmor residence having been 
encroached on by the river. When Ham Sunder became tit 
for business he at first did the duties of Ameen or Supervisor 
of Punchcote, commonly caljed Puchet, and some other 
places, and supported his fcimily (which is to be understood 
in a iudu sense) for some years. 

The place of Nubkissen’s birth is uncertain. It is not 
possible to ascertain whether he was born at Mooragaclia 
an^l was a member of “ the family ” that was left in the 
house in Calcutta when his father proceeded to Moorshedabad, 
or he was born in that house itself after the family hud 
migrated there. Govindpore, it may be «added, was the 
site of the present Fort William, the lines of which weiwe 
traced by Clive in 1758. The probability is that as Ham 
Churn held his two last appointments after his removal to 
Govindpore, the youngest of his “ infant sons ” was born 
there. The appointments too could not have been held for 
uTly length of time. If Nubkissen was actually born at 
Go vindpore there is a fitness in fiio .decree of destiny that 
reared a bulwark of England’s empire in the east on the 

very soil that received die child that was eventually to help 
in laying the foundations of that empire. What a discovery 
it would be that would identify the place of Nubkissen’s 
birth as the very spot where the corner-stone of the Fort 
was laid ! 

• , 

The date of Nubkissen’s birth is even more uncertain 
than the place. Ac Account describes him as “ a youth 

attending school ” in 1756 when he is said to have been 
appointed MnnShi to the East India Company. The Jta. r iil 
Sketch i represents him in more precise terms as a “ youth of 
16 ” in that year. These statements have to be rejected, 
far one fact which'stands on high authority and is least 
open to question is • that Nftbkissen was the Persian 

preceptor of Mr. Hastings as far 1>uck as 1750 when he 

must have lef^ school and could not certainly l>e a bov of 
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ten. Lord Ohancellor Thuilow was, in the language oft 
Macaulay, “ the most oonspicuous champion of Warren' 
Hastings.” It cannot be presnmed that the veteran Jawyer 
spoke without book. The statement as to J^ubkissen must 
have been part of his instructions whicft in the last 
resort had come from Hastings himself. In view o£ this 
well attested fact, the supposition that Nubkissen was born 
in 1740 cannot be entertained. When was he born then Y 
It is impossible to say. A writer ii^a Calcut'a magazine 
“assumed” that he was born about the year 1732. The same 
date is gi\en, u(K>n grounds that are not stated, by a writer 
in the Hindoo l‘fitriot newspaper, 1 who wrote probably at the 
liidding or under tin* supervision of the well-known scholar 
and antiquarian, J>r. Itajendra Lain Mitra. Let the year of 
Nubkissen’s birth then be assumed to be 1732, the year in 
which Warren Hastings saw t.h^ light. George II had then 
reigned for five years ; the East India Company, whose Charter 
had been renewed two years before and who now for the firSt 
time began to make np annual accounts, was a body t)f 
merchants with no political power or^ ambition ; Clive (born 
September 2!t, 17 25) was a rowdy boy of seven at Hope Hall. 
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Thr tirst ovcut in Is ubkisstm slilc, ot wliicb unj tiling 
is known, is his appointment :is lVrshm tutor to \V*uri on 
Hastings. On tin* Sth of October 17"»0, eight young men for 
the Oiv7l Service arrived at Calcutta. Warrei* Hustings was 
one* of them, ami shortly after his arrival, before tl.o close of 
the year, his tutor was appointed. The writer ot a trenchant 
critique on the (ja/tiil SActrh, who refuses to believe any tact 
,jot recorded in any published history by a European or a 
Mahoinedan writer, gives himself the liberty to speculate on 
the way in which Nubkissen got his first appointment. 
Nubkissen, ho tells us, was wa^in<? for a vessel arrive, 

and as soon as the eight. young men landed in Calcutta, 
tin* expectant Bengalee youth was retained as a tutor f*r 
1 last inos. I I s account is «ircunistantial :— • 

“ While he was yet vi ithin his teens, his father probably died, 
and he was reared up w.th his otjior (!) brothers l.y his needy mother, 
lie picked up some knowledge of the Persian, then the fashionable 
study and the Court language, in his village, which lie greatly m* 
creased by self-culture. The English settlement at Cliutanutty was 
the nearest town. As be began to grow up towards manhood and as 
the responsibilities of life began daily to press uj.onJ.im, he no doubt 
used to repair to it often in quest»of employment from its nufhy 
native merchants and sbu/nbs. In those day*, when sbij.s visited 
Bengal at long intervals! tlie arrival of one from Europe was anxious 
ly expected by numerous people. Some of the Company’s servants 
exjM-cted promotion, others feared degradation. Vwung cadets, who 
had ruined themselves by |jill*ws and harems, expected a dull letter 
from their parents, which they were sure not to lead, and a * ien.it 
tance. Native Banians, who had successively e.j;ii|.j>cd newly arrived 
Europeans, expected*liesl. hatches. Without any deli.lib. expectation 
Navakrishna, with tlie imagination of an youthful^ Oriental, could 
hardly liave failed, as he remarked these vessels come one by one, to 
picture to himself that in one of these was to come^ the shahib who 
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was destined to make hia fortune. *f he did indulge in such a fancy 
l»e was not deceived.” 

• the writer was a youthful Oriental at the time he 

9(jeviewed the liaptd Sketch his imagination beats even 
^Nubkissen s. fci the absence of an account with any preten- 
sions^to authenticity, the safest course is to be silent with 
regard to the occasion and causes of the appointment. 

Nubkissen’s next appointment was that of Moonshee to 
tln^East India*Oompany. The circumstances of this appoint¬ 
ment, as given in the Account , are definite enough. Inconse¬ 
quence of the tyrannical conduct of Nabob Sernjuddowlah, 
Raja Rajbullabha (who was a Vnidya by paste, of Dacca) 
fled from Moorshedabad and took refuge at Calcutta. The 
Nabob issued a perwannah to Mr. Drake, then Governor of 
Calcutta, directing him to seize and send the Raja to him. 
Mr. Drake refused to seize apd send him, and stated that if 
the Nabob had any demands against him, ho would make the 
lfcaja pay immediately on being informed of the particulars. 
TUe Nabob, incensed at this answer, addressed to him another 
perwannah threatening him that if he did not forthwith 
deliver up the Raja he would send his troops to seize the Baja 
and drive the English out of Bengal. Mr. Drake, who had 
not sufficient force to repel an attack, was thrown into 
perplexity, but Raja Rajbullabha assured him of the sympathy 
of the Sirdars, .with whom evidently he had been in communi¬ 
cation. The Ministers and Sirdars of the Nabob, or at least 
several of them, jtflned together and sent a Persian letter 
from Moorshedabad to Mr. Drake by messenger, who 
delivered it to $4r. Drake with the instruction that it was a 
letter which contained important secrets and should not be 
placed in the hands of a Mnhomedan, but must be read and 
explained by a Hindu. Mr. Drake, without showing that 
letter to the Companyjs Moonshpe, Tnjuddin, ordered his men 
to look for a Hindu Moonshe#. Oncthat day Nubkissen had 
gone to Burrabazar in Calcutta, when one of Mr. Drake’s 

O 
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men ascertaining that he was acquainted with the Persia 
language took him to JWr. Drake. Nuhkissen read 
explained the letter, and wrote out, under instructions of 
course, an answer to it. He acquitted himself so well, that 
the Government being pleased -with him apf minted lnm to 
the office of Moonsl.ee of the Mast India Company* and 
granted him a palankeen with hearers for his conveyance and 

2JOO rupees for his outfit. ^ . 

There is nothing improbable in this account, and having 
regard to the quarter from which it comes it may very well 
be accepted. Nuhkissen Ivecame Moon shoe ot the Kast India 
Company in 1.750. He had already been for six years 
Persian tutor to Mr. Warren Hustings ; and it is probable 
that Mr. Drake required his set vices as interpreter ot the 
U tter after he lmd ascertained the fact of his being a trusted 
employe of Hastings. That <SIubkissen should have been 
in Hurrabazar just at the time when Drake’s men were look¬ 
ing for a Hindu of his qualifications and should have b* n 
invited to accompany thenfto their master, may seem, horn a 
certain point of view, extraordinary. Hut it lias to be re 
membered that accidents d«r happen,* and have often been t .o 
makiu.r of great men. TI 10 combination of circumstances 
was, to the anxious youth, no doubt accidental, or, more 
truly, providential, but there was really nothing extraordinary 
in the fact that he was in a particular plac* at a particular 
time and happened to meet particular men. What to Nub- 
kissen was a lucky accident, happened iff the ordiuary course 
of things and ha«Pnothing of a sudden or surprising character 
in it There is no doubt that Nubkissen *Iid become the 
Moonahoe of the Hast India Company. He was Moonsl.ee 
also to Hastings, ami afterwards to Lord Clive. 

Authentic ^story gives incidental ^orroliorat.on ofc flic 
circumstances, except only, as regards one comparatively 
triviirt matter of detaM. have it on the authority of Sir 

John Malcolm that one ol the excuses which fcx n.juddow li. . 
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made for a quarrel with tho English was that they had 
given protection to one of his subjects who liad fled w ith great 
treasure. 

Tfie person the Nabob alluded to was Kishendaas, the son of the 
late Oewan [Kajo Rajbullabhal <>f the Nabob of Daco,, who visited 
^ n C 'I a t °" r; ay , t0 •'"gK-aatl, ; and as he was strongly reeono 

S' d f £ M r- Dr " k *’ the President of Calcutta, by Mr. Watts, the 

the ’ ° n aC ? nt ° f Selvic - rendered by his fa only to 

the Company, he was treated with kindness and attention - ■ 

c ll.o person of fchi* subject, the Nabob was informed, should 

.e reserved for Ins pleasure ; and proof was offered that the 

There'T V '° haVG fKid with - existence. 

l n M , ’T eV ° CO l ° ShOW Umt ifc was not Ra > il 

bullablm but bis son that took refuge in Calcutta. 

Orme gives a detailed account of the circumstances which 
OelP / U ° W 1 * Want< ‘‘* to ''take out as constituting a causu 

K , “ f n n ; l 7 ,ed ftajabuHub, had succeeded Hoaaein Cooley 

"V tl,ep “ tu , f 1> » a »‘>' Prime Minister to Newagis [Governor 
terminal t 1 dol,1 ? tf “' of tho eve,lt oV the impending contest he de- 

and fto rdX : ln^rr i,, ' eS "7 ° f the - aCh <>' da ’— ‘ 
forborne tune, ,fe ordered^'^ SS^TZ 

ee nati?’ "T, ' Prete " Ce of “ pilgrimage to the Pagoda of J u „. 

gci nath, on tlie coast of Orixa.” * n 

Iv.ssendass left Dacca with several loaded boats but 
instead of go, t h ro llsh tho channels at the bottom of the 

thfo , 1>rOC i < *.°\ , ?"* U,e fo the Jelingeer river 

tin ough which he filtered the Hugli. His f.,t l,„r i 

™, 1.10.I0 .1 Mr. IV,Ut s , tt,e En K l'i,h ‘eiTi“f 

, . . to >“• for him protection „,„lcr tl.o 

presidency Calcutta lor „ f,„ Jut,. Mr. w,d„ l ' j 

ro,tsons to oblige Iho Oowon end advised tl.o preside,’eyTo 
opatp iy tv.tl, the req uest. Hi, letter C,„ pres. .7, 


Thi- /.ire of Hubert, /.or,/ alt 
~ W*t<,r 
Vol .11.. he 


. f , 836j. V 4 ,I. 1., p. 147 . 

we i., p. 4 <5* ' " v t"/<i '!/ /.'n Britts/, -A«/»..« ,* /ndostan. 
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this subject lmd scarcely arrived in < 'ulctdta before the bontB 
of Kisscndass appeared iii,sip;ht. The President, Mr. Drake, 
was not in town, hut the rest of tin* Council admitted. 
Kissendass into Calcutta. Tb^ fact of the ^admission was 
soon known at Moorsliedabad. * 11 wounded* the pride of 
Serajuddowlali ami exasperated his mind. 

“ Sariij uddo w lah, immediately after tlie death of Allitverdy, was 
j >roe lai ined, a ad prepared to attack the widow of Newagis Mahomed. 
Not more than one or two days after his accession. In* wrote a letter 
to the President of Calcutta, ordeiinjg him to* deliver u|> K-issentfas, 
with his treasures.” 1 

Tliere is satisfactory evidence also ot tin* existence 
of a confederacy of Sera j ti.ldowlnli’s officers which was 
irt communication with the Council at Calcutta. History 
does not pursue to any great length the cor respondenee 
1.(tween the Nabob and Mr. l>rake, hut the • urse of 
events showed conclusively thaT Mr. llrake's answers could 
not have been aecommodat ing. It then history confirms file 
Account so far, and, for the fest, is silent, there is no reason 
to presume against the accuracy of its narrative as a whole. 

Ntihkissen did (jootl service t<k the Company almost 
from the moment of his tippoilit men t as its Moonshee. The 
English (iovernment, expelled from Calcutta in 175<>, was 
aecommodiited on hoard a schooner near the pestiferous 
shores of Kulta. They received, however, as the Rev. .1. 
J J( ,nj{ assures us, regular and iiyportant. information respect¬ 
ing the movements at * Moorsliedabad, throtioli Warren 
Hastings, then Commercial Agent there. It is not too much to 
assume that Hastings’s own informant was Ntihkissen. The 
same writer gives us more direct information as to tin* 
services rendered hy the iiTvaluahle Moonshee. lie tells us 
in another passage and referring to a later date (175 7,), that 
when the English, having quitted the I?ort, remained Vol 
several months on board a .ship af Fulta, ( ttome of the 


1 Ibid. |>l». 53, 54. 
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|o n « w,re supplied by Nhbkissen at the risk of his life, 
Mr**™ Nabo , b had Prohibited, «nder penalty of death 

Stinl 6 1 th i eEng,i8hl “ Thi8 ,ed Warren 

iRst.ngs takmg Nobok,ssen c as his Moonshee and the sub- 

that U T , C Jf Vafian °J hi * family” which probably means 
that Nubk,ssen, who had so long boon only Persian tutor 

to Hastings came now to be trusted with higher and more 
responsible functions. The same writer observes elsewhere : 

C> iNabakiasen came forward in CIiv«’« tima t 
V i "“r> —r Xliainond Harbour, he^TZ 

ZrlTl f W, V‘ pV ° Vi8ion8 in 8 ‘ ,ite of prohibition of the NuLb 
mojito * VaIU,U,,e ^formation relating to the Nabob’s 

It is easy to see that as early as 1756, that is almost 
immediately after his oonneoticui with the Company, Nul.kisseu 
bad definitely cast in his lot with the English. He was not 
merely do.ng the routine .Tuties of a Moonshee and was 
, certainly not mindful of his personal and immediate interests 
He supplied material information to the Company of the 
ISabob a movements at Moorshedabad, and supplied provision 
to them at the risk of hi^own Hfe at a time when their prospects 
were of the darkest and their power of the feeblest He was 
not keeping up appearances or playing fast and loose with his 
masters No loyalty to the Company could be deeper than 
that of Nubkissen s, for it. commenced in the hour of their 
distress and despair. A disaster to the Company would have 
been death to Nubfeissen, but with‘characteristic courage and 
sincerity he faced that prospect. . b 

WIV^^T describes in a somewhat circumstantial 
way a servicfe render ed by .Nubkissen in 1757, shortly 

• Selections from Unpublished Record sot Government. Pp. 76 and os 
^h^Faot U stated almost in the same words in W. H Carey's The Good Oi l 

I~ni. B, the* Bcv. 
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before tl»e battle of Plassey. . “Serajuddowlah Cftrneu uut ■-38 
threat and attacked (Calcutta with a gram! army in 175j^ 
The English had only a small force and made no resistance* 
The Governor and many other English gontlvuien went to 
Madras. Now was enacted the tragedy of tlie Black Hole. 
The Nabob having taken Oalcutfa, named it Alinagar «nd 
appointed one ltaja Maniek ('blinder as its Governor. He 
then returned to Moorsliedabad. Mr. Drake and the other 
Members of Oouneil having arrived Madras, brought 

Colonel Olivo on board one of Admiral Watson’s ships, who 
landed with his force at Eulta within six months and took the 
forts of Budge-Bftdgc, Tana, Ma^ooa and Aligar, ilel'eated 
the Nabob’s army and surprised ltaja Maniek Ohunder, who 
was then amusing himself at rmnlrhea. The ltaja fled to 
Moorsliedabad and the English took possession of < Calcutta 
in January 1757, when NubkisscYi waited upon Colonel Olivo 
and resumed his office. ’When Serajuddowlah made pre¬ 
parations for a second attack on Calcutta, ho encamped in 
Amir (.'hand's garden, now called Malsibag. (Colonel (Jive 
deputed Nubkissen and an Engiiyier to obtain infor¬ 
mation in regard to tho particulars of the Nabob’s en¬ 
campment under the pretence of making; proposals of peace 
and offering; .presents to the Nabob. They brought with 
them a detailed account of tho situation. (Jlivo marched his 
forces up to the Nabob’s camp at ^tlie end of tfle night uii*l 
blew up his tent and those of his Sirdars by the first fire 
from his cannon. The Nabob, however, had already removed 
to another tent and lie remained unhurt. ('live followed his 
enemy to Plassey, where a decisive battle was f?>ught. There 
is nothing; improbable in thif^story. The published histories 
make no reference to it, anil their sileflce Is not to be 
wondered at. A deputation of the sort just'described and the* 
kind of information it elicitedjre not the things to lie made 
matter of record. They are certainly nofT~ the things with 
regard to which, even if a record existed at sejne time, any 
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S aid be anxious to pwsel-ve evidence. The story of the 
.PWgh 1 to receive respectftd attention, if only because 
^iH* e,f - di<wervln * evideno< *- Sir Raja Radhakanta 
^"^v© sbught to glorify the founder of his 
kreiUng him with the functions of a spy. If he 
llfcjfc* himself compelled to draw upon his imagination for 
multiplying or magnifying Nubkissen’s achievements, this 
errand of false pretence would very ill suit his purpose. It 
Elf k sacred regard fo- t he obligations of truth that could alone 
bj*W3 led him to embody such a family tradition in a doen- 
««nt meant to be placed in the hands of Government. It is 
scarcely.necessary to discu-s the moral aspect of the mission. 
Nubkissetl may have been for once a spy, but he was never 
an Ephialtes. His mission was not to betray his masters 
but to aid them. His acceptance of the mission was an 
aot of courageous loyalty and not of meanness. Nor need 
c O!ive answer to posterity for his having ordered the depu¬ 
tation. Scouts and messengers have recognised functions 
m all military operations, and the record of ('live’s achieve¬ 
ments would have been materially abridged if he had not 
been able to profit by the information brought to him by 
spies deputed or self-constituted. 

It was necessary to crush the power of Serajuddowlah 
for he had been intriguing with the French, or, at any rate, 
ltiul threatened to support them as against the English. 
Apparently the ojily alternatives now open were the ascen¬ 
dancy of the English and that of the French. After the 
battle of Plassey Serajuddowlali was deposed. In conse¬ 
quence of negotiations carrier^ on by Nubkissen, Mir ./afar 
or Jufar Ali Khan formed an 'alliance with Clive, who took 
possession of Moorshedubnd and declared Jafer Ali Khan 
to be its lawful Nabob. With the sanction of Colonel Clive, 
Nubkissen settled the terms 'of the Subahdari agreement 
with the new Nabob and made arrangements for conduct¬ 
ing the affai-s of the provinces iu concurrence with the 
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Naib Subalidar Nabob Mozuft'orjuug, ami fixed an ani 
Niznmnt allowance at lb.*18,00,000 and the cxpnses of 
Snbahdari at lb. 7,<‘0,000. making a total of 25 lafcbs of 
rupees. He returned to Onlcultji with Cliv% having won 
his highest esteem for the faithful and efficient dischargee of 
the public duties entrusted to him. <’live, when ho shortly 
afterwards left for Kngland, assured Nuhkissen that he would 
return soon and appoint him to a distinguished situation. ^ 
’Will a little digression be pai-dofied, if only us an 
illustration of the part thnt sj,i«- and accidents piny in “the 
issues of war- and the fortunes of men and nations ? Colonel 
Malleson, who i- one ot thelate-t biographer- of f'live ami 
has math* a thorough re-eareh into the lii-tory t>i hi — time-, 
writes with reference to tlie eapt ure ot < 'hande. nngore bv 

th<> Hngli-h in Mareb l 7 b < » 

If treason ioid i (imiptiori hud not intervcncu, ..ciiimlL f the 
CJovernor of < hander. mg. u c ] w-.nld have f.ncedt'livc to retire. Hut. 
aUs ' treason in the first instancy lia.l dmie it- work, corruption had 
completed it in the other. . The t-'rc.u h Knginccr who had deserted to 
Clive had iej>oited that if the Admiral w mihG-n i cfully sound all around 
the sunken ve-s els, he would find* that that t here was still sufficient 
room [in the channel which He. .o.lt hdieved he had blocked up ] for 
ships to pass the channel singly. Soundings made, during t he succeed¬ 
ing days, under a l.eaxy file, pi ox . d tins inhumation to be comet.” 

The French Knginecr, then, ruined Renault by hi- 
“ treason." And it ha- now to die said that it was Nui^ 
comar who hetrtiyod the Goveinor l»y Jiis “ corruption. 
Itenault had receive#! ‘from Kuncomar, Governor ot llugli 
tor Sera juddowlah, the iullost assuriinces <*f protection, 
but that unscrupulous jicr^-oii •allowed himscli to he bribed 
t,y Otnichund, gav<* no assistance to Itenault ami even pre¬ 
vented Raja Dulab Ram'one of Serajuddqwluh’s Generals, 
from coming to. Ins rescue. JTliis was^ the result of “ the 
successful intrigues whipl* the linglish had carrjed on with 
Nnndknmar,” who proved a less reliable friend than Serajud— 
dowlah himself. 
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Mahomeihm writer, the author of* a work called 

l\trt//i-?-A/ anru r/ . rnkos occasion to* moralise on the events:- 

44 Aff the stai of tlie Knc'lixli was in the H'»«*oncla.nt, and the nnavail- 
lI1 & fei tunes ot t^iT? french were lV^imiin^ to set, the complicated knot 
unravelled itself in the liands of the Kn^lisli. Hut if fortune had 
not favoured tin* Kn^lisli, not even exertions such as had never been 
witnessed in India, would have enabled ( ‘olonel <‘liv«» to take posses¬ 
sion of ( ‘lumdci nai^ore. A frem-h ofliccr of the name of Tei rancau, 
who knew' the «*L ot tlu* pasNtce l<*ft in tlu* river, was for some 

reasons dissatisfied vviT.1i M . Ihuiault, the then (.'ovei-nor of < Miander- 
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unblemished record. Not tin* wor-t of his enemies had 
charged him with treason or any betraval of trust. 

It is curious to obs-er\e that while historian- or chroni¬ 
clers are silent as to the seiw ice- ot Nul»ki"*en, at h*ast one 
or two ot them have tin u^»ht tit to lasten on him a charge 
ot looting a certain inner treasury of Serajuddow lah, .V 
Mahomedan ol the Shiah sect and a fiiend < d‘ the Nabob 
Na/,im ot M 001 sh< *< la l»a< 1 . Sayyid Ali, writes in the 
A/u n ' hi > 

‘ * ,\ t t .• 1 ill'' \ 1 ■ I < *1 \ t • >t J l 'n|iiiH‘l < lur- IllOt With Mil 

\1 .il>< >m» i > 1 -1-it.u TI.OV .*. *nioi at u laled each * . t li o r and wont t oigether 

t ■’i M<oi|^!u [ o1.iImi1 1 ‘ n t!i*-i! a i i i \ a 1 at tin* pa lai'o, tin* nolilos of t In* city 
and tlu* Itovofinm’iil olhnaC "-etc called to a r/*'/*/)rM*. ( 'ulunoi Clive 

tuck Mir .1 <f.ti . hand aiul led linn t>>tlu* Mkmi.uI. At the -anie time 
salutes were lilt'd l-> indicate tli. transfer <>f the .'■'hIm'is nf llenual, 
Kolmr .iml ( >ris-,a to Mtr.lafar Aftor the ,lnrhnr. the now N'alioh, 
Colonel ( 'livo, with a few Kn eli-di int*n, tin* I Iowan limit <'hand, and 
NoliakiHscii, the Colonel'.*** M.»>n.*.lioo, inspected t.'ic treasury, where a 
of more than iit) nn.'non-, of r.pee*-, in silver amt gold, was found. 

** It, i*i .iho'wi ll known that lioiul.*.** this treasure there existed 
anothei ill the Uaiem, win. li fa. t Mir Mahomed dafar concealed from 
Colonel Clive, at the instigation of the Dewan and Clives Moonsliee 
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The value of the gold and --live. :w*tieles ami of the jewels found there 
waa not leas than SO miliums of rupees. The whole was divide 
among Mi. Jafar, Kan. Cl.aml, Amir He* and Nohohi.-sc, This 

transaction is hide, d v cry prohnhl.^ a- Ham . hand left ahutuneo 
1_>4 millions of rupees at his death, . c* lafer. v V h,l-t N ol.ohiss. n 

could afford to pay s >,0< h.» rupees on t he "..mum of tie * eat 1 o 

Ilia mother. Vet both men were in receipt of onlv . n pee, pel 

month at the time «»f the division. 1 

Before we consider probabilities, let us a.ttend to some 

facts which historical research has ... With releasee 

to the reported wealth it. the t.ea-urv ol 7 -e rn m .1.1 o v V lab . 
Sir John Malcolm write- : 

.. T ,„. f S.., »j a.l.lov. tali had h<- a urnlh uvci estimated 

l.v-Mr. Wa.ls. who s.a.e-n. one hue. , ha, tlmv were computed to 

amount to ... s,cling, a -a... >" >*'•,d what 

the rev.. „.uv . .mid have c.ahled AUaveidy Khan, or 

his smeesso,, to am ,that ,s .put*- ev,,ao,dim,, v how such ahellef 

could have been elite, tamed ‘ 

Colonel B. Mull.. -UV- that the treasury contained 

all told, tather h- than « h i. d - , w t vwa, m, 11 mu - 

Of rupee-. T. n ru, - were m .1. •« = «"* e.pnval.m, to a 

ltound • . 

As regards probabilities they are altogether ayam-t the 

story of the Mahon,e.lan writer. It i- impossihl. to eoni.iv 

Why Mir dafar should have eoneealed from ('live a treasure 

which he wa- willino; share with Ham Vhand, Ann, 

B.'.r and Nuhki-sen. lie had something to Jinn, hv ple.*- 
Clive; he could have had no fea-.,n V> Nuhk,SH *‘ n 

or'Ram ('hand, both of whom are -aid to have Keen Itohhng 

humble offices, carrying; a salary of (',«) rupees each. 1 hat 

there was a secret treasury td -all in the harem could have 
hern no better known to Nuhkis-en than it was to Clive. 

" 7~ rk , ./,. . ,t t,fr .1 Shirty (No. 11 . of IHtof II. HI, hma.fa -• 

translat ion of a passage f,.,m a ft,-am a.af,mc.pt of ,he l..rO.U e 

» 

Vu urn rt, 

l.,fr .•> I l‘<r. Vol. 1. p. 276. 

• t\,undrrs ft t h • A Jmjjire p- 
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And from all that is known oT the relations between Olive 
and Nubkissen, it is impossible “to believe that Nubkissen 
conld, have instigated the concealment. Besides, it would 
have been a ^desperate thing for Mir Jafar to have taken 
three men into confidence in regard to a matter which he 
chose to keep a secret as against Olive, especially when the 
“ united claims ” of several parties “ including those of Olive 
himself ” eopld not be met from the regular treasury. The 
Mahomedan writer, who retails the scandal gives circumstan¬ 
tial*, details whioh would seem to suggest as it he was an eye* 
witness of the division of the spoil, and the wonder is that 
anybody should have known a fact of this kind, of which 
Clive was not aware. There is nothing, in the next place,”to 
show that Nubkissen spent nine laklis of rupees on his 
mother’s Srculdha, or what particular amount he did spend 
on that ceremony. There will be occasion in a subsequent 
^chapter to consider the subject of the Sruddha at some length. 
Xt is enough to state here that the supposition of Nubkissen 
fiaving spent nine lakhs on the ceremony, though he lived on 
an income of Its. tit) per mensem, has been given currency by 
only one English writer, the Rev. J. C. Marshman. He made 
the statement in a little school-book called the IJistori/ of 
Bengal. The Mahomedan writer that has been here cited 
is little known at the present day, though probably he is 
Mr. Marshmau’s only authority. There were suspicions pre¬ 
valent amongst Nybkissen’s contemporaries, especially those 
who were jealous of his wealth and influence. Nubkissen 
himself by his frank statements and bold challenges silenced 
the tongue df calumny in lps lifetime ; but fictions die 
hard, and it is no wonder the old insinuations are still 
sometimes indulged in. In a petition, which, will hereafter 
“bfe quoted in full, Nubkissen says : — 

" JVTy enemies have ih vain seafched for proofs that X raised my 
fortune by bribery and undue means °in hopes that by such a dis¬ 
covery they might have been able to have ruined my character and 
reputation. Disappointed in £his their efforts are now extended to 
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more base «nd viltanou. end*. Uy life Is now what they tMrat 
after.” * . , , 

Nubkissen’s salary at this time was, as has ojrea y 
been shown, much more than 450 rupees pea. mensem. As 
Moonshee of the Company he *ould be entitled to dona- 
tions like his masters, and such donations, historians tell, us, 
were a legitimate income in those days. Before his mother » 
death, as will be presently shown, many other sjporces ot in¬ 
come had opened out to him. It has.to be remember*! 
that Nubk.ssen was a man of great ability and accomplish¬ 
ments and might be able to earn money in various ways. He 
could draft petitiohs, give legal and political advice, manage 
estates, act as interpreter, do business as an agent, and render 
various kinds of assistance to men, literary and practical, for 
which he could very well claim remuneration. To suppose 
that such a man, so talented, so versatile, so energetic woul 
be tied down to his salary as Moonshee and would have no # 
additional source of income,.is to exhibit absolute ignorance 
of life. How much would it have been possible for him to 
earn onlv as a conveyancer or an attorney . And he was a 
great deal besides and no mere clerk. The Rev. Mr. Long 

writes :- _ 

“ Persian was the language of diplomacy and the courts. In vt 
the Kngliah transacted business both with the natives and Ai inenians. 
Through his skill in it Nabakissen from being lUive's ♦tuns u in ' m 
rose to great influence and wealth. ” 1 , ~ rCi 

Nubki ssen had been Clive’s Moonshee ^tven before , 

but it is perfectly'fa'ir to suppose that his knowledge o 
Persian, coupled of course with his ability, *as the main 
cause of his wealth and influence, just ns knowledge ol 
English has been the cause of many a Bengali’s advance¬ 
ment in more recqpt times. The scandal, however, is 
without its moral. It is a recognition of *he importance which 
Nubkissen bad acquired *>y thi " time and of the services he 


into Social p. 18 . 
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had already rendered to the Company. It was probably 
presumed in the gossip of the day that a man who was of so 
muct^ service to the conquerors coul^j£ot but have received 
a material share of the spoil. But having regard to ascer¬ 
tained facts as well as to probabilities, the story of Nubkissen 
receiving a share of the treasures stored up in the harem 
must be dismissed as at best an unfounded presumption. 




CHAPTER HI. 

Fbom thb Battlk of Plassky to (Jlivb’s Final Dspartib* 
from India, 1757-1767. 

- Clive left for England on the 25th February 1759 ; he 
returned to Calcutta on the 3rd May 1765 ; ho dina ly bade 
adieu to the country in 1767, filing tVom Calcutta on ttfe 
29th January. What was tho net result ot his work .n the 
first period of his «iroor in Bengal, namely, from December 
1756 to February 1757 ? It was, in a word, the removal ot 
all danger to which the English settlement might be exposed. 

As Colonel Malleson puts it— 

“He had determined not to leav^ Bengal so long as there should 
remain any danger threatening the English settlem- ut. W»th the 

destruction of the last of its European rivals [namely, the Dutch] a % 
danger had disappeared.” ..... 

The work, therefore, was a wholly detensive one. One 
hears up to this period, not of English possessions, power 
or supremacy, but only of tho *“ English settlement and the 
safety of that settlement is the greatest work that could! >e 
accomplished. What is the work, however which Clive 

had done when he finally left the country vn 1767 He had 
laid tho foundations of an empire. In tho word* of ColoneJ 

Ma '.'cHve felt in January. 17B7 that he might‘retire with honour 

from the country which'he had won for England, and on whose soil 
there now remained for him no new fields to conquer £•••••»■• 
Calcutta which he saw for the last time on that eventful day [Urn y 
of departure] had in ten years been transformed by him from the 
a conquered seat of a mined commercial agency, oocup 
by the conqueror, into the flourishing capital of a possession as large 
as France. Alone he had done it l’** , , 

Hifi genius, military Administrative and diplomatic, had, 

of course, done it, but bow is one to account for his change 
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of policy and aspiration during the second period of his 
career in Bengal ? The historian just quoted says that before 
his arrival in 1765 Clive had nurtured a scheme for the 
welding together and the protection of the territories acquired 
by the British. No evidence is offered, however, for such a 
conclusion, nor are any circumstances mentioned which might 
raise any presumption in its favour. There are reasons to 
believe that the inspiration of empire came from Nubkissen, 
who practically discharged all the functions of a diplomatic 
miflister, of a Foreign Secretary, and of the C hief Officer of 

an Intelligence Department. 0 

Nubkissen’s chief qualifications for the advice and assis¬ 
tance he gave to Clive were his knowledge of Persian, his 
knowledge of the country and his knowledge of the temper of 
the princes and the people qf the time. Mr. Richard Barwell 
in the course of his statement in the trial of Warren Hastings 

-aa id :_“He ^Nubkissen] is profoundly learned in Persian 

£„d most of the customs of the Mahomedans are based on 
the Persian scriptures ; besides ltaja JVavaki-ishna was a man 
of vast experience and his repeated intercourse with the 
Nabobs of Moorshedabad has made him quite a competent 
man.” Governor Johnstone in his explanation to the Select 
Committee said that Nubkissen was, like a lew others, an 
“ able conveyancer,” that is, one well versed in the art of 
drafting treaties. Evidence of a direct kind as to the services 
rendered by Nublfcissen is to be found in a petition addressed 
by him to the Council of Revenue,* Bengal, and dated the 
18th November 1777. 1 The petition runs as follows :— 

From the year 1756 to the year 1767, an interval during which- 
the welfare and interests of the Hon’ble Company were repeatedly in 
the most critical and dangerous situations, it is a well known fact that 
o most important and secret negotiationsoaud transactions with 

the Country 'Powers were conducted through the medium of your 

■ .— ——r—•— -*-^-o-*- 

* See proceedings of the Council of Revenue, dated Fort William, the 
18tb November^ 777. 
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petitioner, the succesa of which he humbly hope* sufficiently mark. hie 
fidelitv. The particular* of tho«»servicea are too recent and well known 
to vour Hon’ble Board to need recapitulation here. Your pettyioner 
therefore only craves leave briefly to^tate a few of the most material 

heads thereof : rfz. - , 

1 XIis services under the Right llon’ble land t live (then Colonel 
Clive) in the Revolution which happened in consequence of the 
capture of Calcutta and subsequent defeat of Sera}uddowlah, on 
which occasion your petitioner acted as XYrsian Secretary and 
Translator, and was employed in all the most confidential transaction* 

2. His services under Major Adams, Commander-in-Chiof in the 
wars of the Nabob Kassimally Cawn, in which your petitioner had 

the sole management, of all such negotiations and transactions with 

the Country Rowers and chief people as fell under the province of the 
Conimander-in-Chief. _ _ 

3 . XXis services under Ia>rd Clive on his return to India *n t e 
year 1764 when your petitioner was m the only native entruste or 
employed in all the several Treaties which were made v. > u the 
or King Shaw Alum, the late Vizier Shuja-ud-Uowla, the Nabob 
Bengal Nudjum-ud-l>owla, etc., when the grant of the Uewani wa» 
obtained for the ITon’ble Company^ 

Lastly.—V or the sense which Cord Clive^ had of your petition¬ 
ers services on the occasions aforesaid he la-gs leave to refer your 
Ilon’ble Board to the proceedings of the Select Committee of the 16th 
January 1767 and the proceedings in public--- Rublio Department in 
Council, the next day, wherein his Ixirdslnp is pleased fu y 
express the sense he entertained of your petitioner’s fidelity and 
abilities and of his steady attachment to the interests o# the Hou’ble 
Company. 

There i» no <loiibt_ that Clive apprceiBtod Nubkissen a 
services, which were not only political, but personal. 
Lady Clive wrote to him, years a ft inwards, tit? following 
note : — 

The kind attentions shewn to Robert May by the worthy Raja 
Nobokissen Bahadur have very much obliged Lady Clive, the late^ 
Lord Clive’s wife. She* now, his widow, lias nji inclination to tend 
Nobokissen a valuable print of^her dear late Lord, flattering herself 
that such a*proof of her regard will be very acceptable to him- Ifc “ 
still in his power to give her further proofs of his f^endshlp by 
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»h.win B h«r cou.ta., Mr. H.„rf and -Mr. Edward Scr.oU.y .v.ry 
Bengal- Th. chUdrrn at tl* l.t. Lord Cliv. »,.h l.«P»- 

to J^<^x>kiss€D Maharaja JSobokissen Bahadur, 

*■ * Bengal. 

By Mr. Edward Smrachey.c 

„ Mr. Henry Strachey referred to in this letter introduced 
his son to Nubkissen in the following terms. 

tosnos, 7th. April 1792. 

Dear Nabakisses — 

My eldest son brings you this letter. He is appointed a write, 
and I hope he will be an honest and a good man. As I was so well 
acquainted with you when I was with Lord Cliv#, you would think me 
unkind if X did not introduce my son to you. If you can ever ^ e 
use to him I am sure you will. I shall always be glad to hear of 
your health and welfare, being 

Your Friend, 

For ItAJA Nawak.sskn. &*■'> Henry Strachey. 

The letter which Mr. John Knott wrote to him in 1774 

shows very clearly the esteem m which Nubkisscn was held 
and indicates the sort of services which ho had rendered 
and was capable of rendering. 

lcntcl<>». -t'.tth March 17 < J*. 

To 

Raja Nobkisbes, 

MR - SrSave not received a letter .. >m„ nor any particular 

<kdvice of you from my friends in Calcutta since I left Bengal, yet 
you have always luyl my good wishes for jour health and happiness. 

The Europe ships that went to Bengal last season would inform 
you of the violent disputes that we have lately had in Parliament 
and at the East India House here against almost every gentlerna 
that has returned from Bengal 'for smne > ears pasC Lord Clive 
has been more particularly at tacked and abused by *• a ° ”*!t™ 
Scotch friends and their partisans, and they even earned matters 
STfar as to endeavour to take away His Lordship’s whole fortune. 
Cruel and scandalous* as such, endeavours were, these outrageous 
men were happily disappointed, partly by the very sensible and 
spirited speeches which I And Clive made in Parliament in fan* own 
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defence end partly by the support of his many active and able friend* 
in that Houae. Hia' Lordship* enjoying but an indifferent state of 
health every cold season here (which is rather too severe for 
his constitution, as well as for most gentlemen that come from 
India) he went to Italy for the benefit of his health about five or 
six months ago, which is a warmer and healthier climate than 
England ; and Mr. Straehey tells me that his Lordship’s health 
i now so much benefited bv his journey, that he will very soon 
return to England again. Mr. Kelsall and Mr. ^Beaumont, late 
of Bengal, accompanied His f.ordship to Italy. Lady ( live a*d 
all his Lordship’s family are well ; he has two sons and three daughters, 
I believe, wlio are all very fine children. * 

Mr. Strachey w#s married, soon after liis return to England, to 
Mr. Eel sail’s sister Hiid has ,.ne or two children by her ; he is in good 
health and lives vei v happily ; he is a Member of Parliament and 


will be chosen one of the East India 1 lireetors, I believe, next year. 
Dr. Ingham died soon after his return to England. Mr. Verelst was 
married to a very handsome >oung l#d.v of good family and large 
fortune about a year after bis return to England ; he has two children 
by his wife and would be veiy happy could lie enjoy his health perfect-* 
ly in this climate. He will l.e i.s the Direction again, I believe, nex^ 
year as also Mr. Berber. I was mairied about the same time that 
Mr Verelst was, to a sister of mv cousin, .< ’aptain tleorge Knott’s, 
whom you must remember in Bengal. 1 have but one child, my wife 
being of a tender and weakly constitution. I should be very happy 
in England, was not mv little fortune exposed to so heavy a risk 
in Bengal bv the share 1 bold ... the joint concern in trade there 
under the di. ection of tl.e late Mr. Hoissard. Though you were so 
kind as to buy that sl.aie of me, so far as related to my proportion 
of any profits that might ai ise on tlie joint concern, yet I am still 
responsible for tlie principal amount of my share of that original 


stock. 

Roth Hoissard and Clocul ( jokhuI have Indiaied in a moat 
encouraging manner to the othe# proprietor* of that concern bj 
settling and interchanging a private account between themselves 
wherein they have endeavoured to deprive the joint concern of nearly 
the sum of two lakhs of rupees by the manner they have settled that 
account, and which aura (with aboi^t two lakhs more) Oocul owed 
to the concern partly for their goods bought by him of Hoissard as 
acting agent to the concern (which consulted me upon and had my 
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approval (?) of one Of the principal proprietors a little before X left 
, Bengal) and partly for the concern^ outstanding debts at the 
Aurum;*, which a letter of Mr. Hoissard’s to me tells me Gocul (as 
banyan to the concern) had given him a written obligation to be 
responsible to the concern fog the full payment of. I know very 
well that Gocul, long before we left Bengal, lent several large sums 
of money to Mr. Hoissard (amounting altogether to nearly two lakhs 
of rupees) for that gentleman’s private use and benefit in trade. 
And this I understand is the money which they transferred in the 
private account settled between themselves as above mentioned, 
instead of Gocul paying to the joint concern the full amount of the 
debt he owed thereto or -continuing to be responsible to it for the 
same till he could pay that debt, and acquainting Mr. Verelst’s 
attorneys and mine in Calcutta with the transaction when proposed 
by Hoissard. Whatever sums of money Gocul had lent to Mr. Hoissard 
for his own private use and advantage in trade long before that 
time, Gocul must be sensible it was very unreasonable and unjust 
to expect that the property of the joint concern should pay him for 
this private debt. I am astonished to hear that Gocul is capable of 
•such a conduct, even as much so as to hear that Mr. Hoissard could 
guilty of it. If the law suit ix the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta 
between the Executors of Hoissard’s Estate and Gocul Ghosal bo 
determined in Gocul’s favor, I hope, Mr. Nobokissen, from the 
many testimonies I have received of your friendship that you will 
not think it unreasonable in me if I request your becoming my 
security for what the Mayor's Court, or Mahomed Beza Cawn (who 
you know lent three lakhs of Sicca rupees to the joint concern for its 
first establishment) may demand of the several proprietors for their 
glares in the concern and consequently of me for my proportion 
thereof. If you are willing to favor me in this request I shall be 
obliged if you wi if be so kind as to call upon Mr. Levett, my acting 
Attorney in Calcutta, and acquaint him with it. The risk I am 
exposed to up£n this occasion becomes daily so very alarming to me, 
that I am determined to return tc^Bengal next season to endeavour 
if possible to repair the loss. I should have sailed this year, but 
could not get my concerns in England sufficiently adjusted to enable 
tfce to go away. I hope I shall see you ift Bengal next summer 
cheerful and well. 

* .« ■ 

You will he advised long before this reaches you of great changes 
here in East India affairs, of the appointment of a Governor-General and 
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four Supreme Councillors to Biiperintend »od regulate the l<imp*uy’» 
affairs at all their settlements iti India, and of four Judges to establish 
a Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal. Amongst these Judges, 
and the second in rank, is Robert CJhainbers, Ksq. v a gentleman of 
respectable character and distinguished abilities ; up»n mentioning to 
me one day hia having a desire to learn both the Persian and Bengalee 
languages on his arrival in Bengal, and that he wished he could meet 
with a person there properly qualified to instruct him, I immediately 
mentioned your name and added, that as you had Jad almost the 
sole direction of Cord Clive’s Persian correspondence and a great 
part also of Mr. Verelst’s, and acted as Political Banyan to thera^hoth 
whilst they were (Jovernors of Bengal, I thought no man was fitter 
to answer his expectations in regard to those languages than your¬ 
self, if you were willing to undertake it. Besides, I told him the 
great advantage your eon vernation would be to him upon the general 
polities of Hindustan, as well as the particular province,. thereof 
from the long and intimate knowledge you have had on those subjects. 
Mr. Chambers will necessarily waHl a Banyan win i. he arrives in 
Calcutta : from the character 1 have given him of you, I hope he will 
not think of engaging any one else, and though you are much better ex* 
perieneed in polities than in trades yet an I suppose Air. Chambers wi^l 
not trade much, if any from j our good sense and general knowledge of 
the country and with the assistance of my old friend N"arry Hurry (who 
I hope is alive and well, and who understands accounts exceedingly 
well,) you cannot be at any loss to fulfil Mr. Cliatnl>ers* expectation 
in those matters. lint my chief motive in recommending you to Mr. 
< 'hambers is that his protection and friendship may be serviceable 
to you ; and as he is a very sensible and worthy gen^Jeraan and may 
probably very soon become the first Judge in Calcutta, I hope yUb 
will find his service answer your expectations,^nd I shall be happy 
to have had it in my |»wer to have been in any degree assisting to 
you on the occasion. .Mr. Chambers was lately married here to a 
very beautiful and accomplished young lady, who Jfccompanies him 
to India. A - Mr. C'liambers desiiyO me to give him a letter to you, 
L send this under his care and hope you wilt wait upon him as soon 
after your re. eipt of it as possible. 

Wishing vou health and success. 

* • I am, 

* Mtt, Mobeium. 

Your sincere friend, 
(Sd.) vJonx Kjrorr, 
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Some idea, though only a very meagre one, of the sod ot 

work which Nubkissen used to do for f'Uve may be formed 
from the thre® following short letters : 

Persian" Department, Jitters written 1764, No. 212. 

Dated 18th December 17 64 . 


From 


To 


R. Clive. 


The Nabob. 

Your Excellency’s letter from Mortagill reached me m a 
, » hour and the news of your welfare gave me more pleasure 

fortunat ’ 9 _ May it please God to pre&erve you and your 

££en aU ,W oTerpa™icu^ with which 

% am satisfied and to whom X refer you. 

Persian Department., letters written 1764, No. 213. 

it,,tad &2nsl. December 176A, 


From 


To 


R. Olive. 


The Nabob. , , , , . , 

You advise roe you have safely arrived in Muxadabad than which 
co».d b. more M*y you .W «h„o 

Utter you advise me of the mad proceedings of 
emahraull Sensible of the ill-consequence thereof and to shew my 

hlZZTTtM.r to M.Jor Mu,.to. which I .to pr,o.d.d will ... th... 
<If not X shall take other measures. 
v”u Jlease me much in the last-letter wherein you n-ntion that 

. raiah Nundo Oomar was set down to and atten mg 
Maharajah Nu adju8tmen t of them win, I hope, soon enable 

accounts. Th pe y 1 ^ p purpoae8 . it is in attention only 

=*k. pyoyihoo* doori* ~d y^«~i| 

“,pp“ you „,oy b. oiwoy" -o „y .»ct. W.h. I w.„ 

and hope always to have accounts of your welfare. 
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Persian Department, Letters written 1765, No. 7. 

It. Clive. 

To 

The Nabob. 

I have received your Excellency's letters which always giw me 

etc. 

As to the Batty on the rupees paid at Patna in consequence of 
your order, 1 understood, as did the Board, they shoul<T he sicca rupees, 
hut I have desired Mr. Billers not to dispute about this there, but 
leave this matter to be settled between your Excellency and UB^iere. 

It gives me pleasure to hear from your Excellency that you look upon 
Iteza Khan in so favourable a light. We look upon him as well 
inclined to you, or he would not have had any countenance from us. 
Mr. Middleton lias wrote me everything proper on that occasion, with 
which I am satisfied, and I hope you will receive benefit by his service 
at Dacca. T have wrote him that if l*e expects my friendship he can 
not do better to secure that than to shew himself a faithful and 
diligent servant to your Excellency. Other particulars of 
Excellency's friendly sentiments regarding myself I have understood 
from the letters of ltaja Nund* Comer and the representations <Jf 
Nobkissen Munshee, and which gives me pleasure, who is always ready 
and diligent in your service. • 

Always favour mo with your letters and make me glad. 

These letters constitute a body of circumstantial evidence 
which goes far to confirm the statements made by Nubkissen 
in his petition, which, however, it may be confidently 
observed, hardly stand in need of.corroboration, for a persoft 
in the position of Nubkissen would not huv%dreamt of making 
them if they were not absolutely true, and they would 
certainly not have passed unchallenged at the time. 

That Nubkissen rendered .valuable service.? to f’Jive and 
Adams was undisputed history over sixty years ago. A 
well-informed Anglo-Indian journal wrote : 

“ Baja Nubukisseu Vas the founder of his own fortunes. Me was 
a man of considerable attainments" ^.nd great tact ; well versed in 
Persian, imd one of the very*few natives who at tliat time knew any¬ 
thing of English. He was a writer in the employ of Clive who never 
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understood anything of the native languages. Though he occupied 
but a very subordinate capacity, he made himself \ er> use u o e 
English c during the period when they were negotiating with Meer 
Jaffer, and acquired par excellence the title of Moonshee. When le 
war broke out with ifteer Cossim, he accompanied the Army of Major 
Adams as his banian. His address and x.eal induced Lord Clive to 
recommend him to the Select Committee as their human at that time 
one of the most lucrative offices in Bengal. This laid the foundation 


of his great wealth.” 1 

Rev. Dr. Hastie has observed with truth that " with more 
wisdom and less ambition lie LN ubkisseu l recognised the 
invincibility of the hew power " and did not “ make the fatal 
mistake of the . unprincipled and ill-fatctl Nundcomar. - 

The fact is, Nubkissen recognised not only the invincibility 
of the now power, but the impossibility ol improv¬ 
ing the old regime or of evoking order out of chaos in 
any other way than by the assistance of the English. He 
r IVlt that he had to save his country from a disaster by the 
"establishment of an authority that should be at once just and 
strong. Such an authority he found in the lOnglish, ior. 
as Mr. Francis Sykes said in his deposition” before the 
Parliamentary Committee, he had not merely formed a 
correct idea'of their military power, but he also entertained a 
high opinion of their system of Government as well as of 
their capacity for administration. 

< Before this chapter is closed it is necessary to refer to an 
inquiry that was oheld by a Select Committee, with Lord 
Clive as president, into the several sums granted by Meer 
Jaffer towards restitution and donations. Nuncomar and 
Nubkissen are the principal ' jyitnesses that were examined, 
and the tale they unfold does little credit to the English 
Governors that were concerned. It is a tale of meanness. 


1 l&e f riend of Indjk (oth April 1838). 
= Hindu Idolatry, p. 

* Fifth Report, p. 544. 
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fraud and extortion, and poor Meer Jaffer, . ignorant, and 
imbecile, comes to be an object of sympathy when he is entrap* 
ped, alternately bullied and cajoled, and finally compelled to 
surrender to the machinations. * Hardly any\OOmment is 
needed on the facts disclosed in the following depositions. At 
the meeting of the Committee hold in Fort TVilliam on 
the 26th August 1766, Raja Nnncomar stated :— 

“ At the time Mr. Vansittart resigned the Government, the fresh 
demand of eight lakhs for restitution was still In debate. One day 
Spencer spoke to me on the subject and told me * that unless that 
affair was adjusted he could not give his consent to the Nabob’s de¬ 
parture or to mine/* With tbis X acquainted His Excellency, who 
said that nothing further could be done before Ix>rd Clive arrived, 

1 But do you,’ says he, f.*ll Mr. Spencer that Assun Oula Cawn, 
an officer of the Government who had charge of the Province of 
Jessore, has absconded with Rs. 1,80,000’ of the public money and 
now takes shelter in Calcutta. If tbis person is delivered up, I will 
settle about the eight lakhs.’ His Excellency also desired Nobkissen 
to speak to Mr. Spencer on the same subject, and several messages 
having passed, Mr. Spencer promised to deliver him to the Nabob,* 
but never did.” 

Further on iu Nuncomar's unrrativd : — 

“After this the Nabob and myself had our discussion, and set 
out immediately, His Excellency telling me he would return again 
upon the first advice of Lord CIi\'e’s arrival. He left Nobkissen 
here, and with him two persons who had direction to take charge of 
Asun Oula Cawn when he shbuld be delivered up ; whichffie never was^ 
for Mr. Spencer never performed his promise.” 

After Nuncomar’s evidence was finished, “ Nobkissen, 
Moonshee, being called before the Committee, delivers upon 
oath the following account of the Treaty of Ref^itution” : — 
“During the months of May gt June 1764, and soon after Mr. 
Spencer’s arrival, Mr. Vansittart wrote to the Nabob, who was then 
at Patna, desiring he would come down to Calcutta, which would be 
the easiest method of-settling several affairs that remained to hi 
adjusted. At the same time Mr. SpeYicer ordefed me likewise to write 

-,- m -*---- — - 

1 It may be Rs. 80,OC 0. The 1 may be a mere slip of the pen, judging from 
its appearance in the MS. 
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to the Nabob, desiring he would be under no apprehension, but come 
down, when Mr. Vansittart and himself would settle everything o 
hi, satisfaction. The Nabob not having it in his power - un ¬ 
expected, there was a delay of To or 20 days, at which Mr. Van 
sittart and Mr Spencer were much displeased, and also very arl g r > 
with me. I told Mr. Spencer ‘ that the Nabob was a great man, that 
I was but a poor man, and that if anything happened to His 
Excellence, the blame must fall upon those who obliged him to come 
down.’ Upon which, Mr. Spencer answered ‘ that everything should 
V - done at the Board, that no harm would happen, and that a due 
regard would be had to all the Nabob’s representations.’ In con¬ 
sequence of this declaration, myself and others of the Nabob’s friends 
wrote five or six letters to His Excellency, acquainting him that 
Mr Vansittart and Mr. Spencer bad both given the strongest 
assurances and even engaged to us that no injury should be done 

111 “ Upon these assurances the Nabob came down, and, upon my 
waiting upon him, told me he was extremely satisfied with his 

reception. _ . « 

“Two 01 thiee days afterwards Mr. Vansittart began to make 

bis demand of forty lakhs on accou It of Restitution. When he spoke 
upon the subject to the Nabob, His Excellency replied : ‘ Hid you 

not before ask me for t‘*n lakh* only, and do you now want forty ? 
making use at the same time of some harsh and violent expressions, 
and speaking so loud that he was overheard by others and myself, 

who Stood without the door. A, soon as he had got into his palan- 
( . uin . U o von t., Mr. Spencer,’ says he to me, ‘ tell him the usage 

T have met with, and ask what they can mean by such unreasonable 

lemmas’ l went accordingly as desired, and Mr. Spencer told me 
‘ that he had sat upon all the Committees for examining the claims 
of the sutl’erers. that he had strictly examined the losses, and that 
they absolutely amounted to the whole sum demanded Adding 

‘that he dil not mention this before, because he thought n the 
ttmt uf not come down to Calcutta. 

Nabob was acquainted with it, ho u m d not c " aH ked for ten 

X then said ‘ What justice tsir, ,s tb n -n th^ ^ . 

’■ akhs only and now i<™ ‘ ‘ * nan ' ine q else the demand would 

Claims were not then brought ... noi exam.net 

have been made at first. the Wabob, who was very angry and 

“ This eon ve.sat.on 1 ‘ ^ me ’ not i C e of this before ? I 

said : ‘ Why did not you and othcis ^.'c 
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should then have tieen prepared and known how to act, whereas I 
must now remain in Calcutta.’. In this ill temper he continued for 
several davs, and would hearken to no one. From what motive I 
know not, but all of a sudden he sent for Juggut Chund and told him : 

‘ I conclude from this extraordinary demand of Mr. Vansittart « that 

he wants something for himself. Oo you go and tell him that, as 
to what relates to him, he shall be satisfied.’ .1 uggut Chund we.ft as 
desired, but what passed between him and Mr. Vansittart 1 cannot 
tell. However, on his return, he delivered Mr Vansittart’s compli¬ 
ments to His Excellency and told the Nabob ‘that Mr. Vansittart 
considered himself as his son, that he entertained no bad intentions 
towards him, but wished him well, and asked why llw Excellency vas 
so angry with him,’ concluding with observing ‘that forty lakhs mviBt 
be paid.’ The Nabot), perceiving from all that had passed that Mr. 
Vansittart and Mr. Spencer were of one mind, was very much dis¬ 
pleased and reumiued sullen for some days. 

“Myself and others, hearing that Mr. Vansittart intended making 
application to His Excellency for a larg? present to Commodore Tinker, 
went to the Nabob and told him of it ; on which he Hew into a rage, 
declaring ‘that Mr. Vansittart was the bitterest of enemies to him ,• 
that he found he was determined lac should not hold the Government ^ 
he might therefore send what officers he thought proper to manage the 
public affairs, for that he (the Nabob) was rssolved not to stir from 
Calcutta.' Accordingly he wrote privately to the c.ty for h.s women 
to be sent down, and they came brinpin# with them 20 or . O a ' is o 
treasure in 35 boats. 

In fact, Mr. Vansittart made the above application for a present 
to Mr. Tinker and the squadron before the treasury and women 
arrived, upon which tl.o Nabob sent mo to Mr Spencer to acquaiirt 
him of the fresh demand Mr. Vansittait had ma«Je. ‘Tell him,’ says 
he ‘ that what with so many demands f'n indemnification to the 
Company, donation to the Army, restitution to the sufferers, the 
monthly payment exacted for the Troops, and what* with the still 
unsettled, exhausted state of the cqplitry, it is absolutely out of my 
power to comply with this new demand for the squadron, t am therefore 
resolved to resign the Government if they go on in this manner, and 
let him and the Comfcil appoint whom they please to manage tlA 
public affairs.’ When I acquainted Mr. Speifcer with this message, 
his answer was ‘ that acventl of the above demands had been made 
and agreed to before his arrived ; nor was lie yet Governor. That 
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HU Excellency had better comply with the demand for 40 hkhson 

z aw^^Mr. V.,.W. ™aa b. *r£. V.“b 

Soencert would then have been in the Government a 

. .. | ve everythin^ done to his satisfaction ; but now 

z s. ~ 

comply ; for then, says he, Mr. Vansittart will resign the chan I 
shaU be Governor and the Nabob may depend on my showing 

I repeated to HI. E*~>.=„e y . wk. 
me ‘ whether these were the n*al sentiments of Mr. Spencers heart 
or words of course only, ’ and said : ‘Why did you not lay greater stress 
on my determination to quit the Government V to which I answered 
that I had urged every argument ii^my power, but that, as staying two 
c th mont hs longer in Calcutta must prove extremely injurious to 
his affairs, I could not help recommending that he would take it in o 
further consideration. Upon which the Nabob said : ‘ I will consult 

with Nundconm ^t ^ tin)e that Mr. Vansittart delivered with his 

own hand to the Nabob a paper which His Excellency thought was 

couched in dark and ambiguous terms implying that unless he 
..reed to their demands he would not be permitted to leave Calcutta. 
Although neither he nor myself understood the paper thoroughly, the 
Nabob was much Gffended with it, and asked ‘ how long an answer 
to a letter would be coming from Europe.’ I told him that he mig 
have an answer in about eighteen months, upon which he sat own 
wrote a°very long letter .to the Court of Director. ; but 
“foro he bad finished iAe signed the deed for forty lakhs, and then a 
further demand of eight lakhs was made. 

. “The Nabob having sent me again to Mr. Spencer I Rented 
to that gentleman the- injustice of this fresh demand after having 
Iti with His Excellency /or forty lakhs, to which Mr. Spencer 
replieS : ‘I cannot help it.’ The accounts really amount to the 
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Bum demanded, and you will inform the Nabob that he must pay it.’ 

On my repeating this to His Excellency, he said. ‘They are mucU 
akin. Their dispositions are equally good towards me. The one 
works his end by violence (meaning Mr. Vansittart), the other by 
cunning-’ 

“ In this manner they went on debating till Mr. Vansittart’s 
departure, after which Mr. Spencer told the NalK,b : ‘ We have (Seen 
disputing here about a trifle. You had better pay the eight lakhs. 

I am now Governor, and will support you to the utmost^of my power. 

It will do us both credit that we have so easily settled this affair wlu«h 
could not be adjusted in Mr. Vansittart’s Government. I will have 
no connection with your enemies. I will deliver up Assun Oola 
C'awn, and I will hold no intercourse with Doolubram, Fetruse or 
Raracliurn.’ These words secerned to have influenced the Nabob, who 
paid 13 lakhs in Mr. Vansittarfs time and 10 lakhs in three different 
payments during Mr. Spencer’s (Joverment.” 

Later on tat the same sitting ot tlie Select Committee) 
Nuncomar was examined as to the donation to the Army, 
aud then “ Nabkissen, being questioned touching the dona¬ 
tion to the Army, delivers (Jic following particulars upon 
oath : 

“ I was not present when the agreement fqr a donation to the Army 
was made ; but I have frequently heard from the Nabob’s own mouth 
that the 25 lakhs which he gave the Army was a free and voluntary gift. 
There was a halt of the Army for the space of four days at Doodnagur, 
when a committee composed of the officers assembled to regulate tliedivi- 
sion of the Nabob’s gift. Of this committee, consisting of thirteen offi¬ 
cers, Major Adams desired L would acquaint His Excellency requesting 
he would grant powers to the above gentlemen to make the distribution 
I went that evening to the Nabob, but it being then bis usual 
hour of eating, I could not see him ; of which I informed Major 
Adams, who ordered me to go back immediately to the Nabob, for 
that the business was of so urgent* a nature as would admit of no 
delay. I saw the Nabob, and acquainting liim with my message, he 
asked : ‘ Can any harm be meant me by this Committee ! ' And I 
answered: ‘No, there vannot ’ upon which he said : ‘Do you drat- 

out a paper such as they want, and X will *ign it.’ Accordingly I 
made a fool draft of the powets, which his own moonsliee copied fair, 
and His Excellency signed.’ 
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At the Select Committee next day ( 27 th August 1 ^ 6 - ) > 
itajah Nuncomar d.po.ed on oatB a. to th. don.hon mad. 

kz-ssxxzz 

Err a o h r ^"mT. c.« 

that prevented the Nabob a making a s ^ the Na bob himself, who 

This I denied, affirming' wVen'lTeUted what Mr. Vansittart said to 
would not hea. of • . . • t and artifice of boolubram 

the Nabob, ‘ This ail,’ says he, m the tnckand^rt. ^ ^ ^ , wiU 

to bring an odium upon your o u _ 0 an d deliver it and 

let °tW. »ffidr P be°ended’ « At the^me ^“tedTo 

liters ;rr 

did he would immediately throw up the Governmen 

’ Rajah JStmcomar continued his evidence before the Selec 
: i-bo oQth August. He stated that Mr. Vansittart 

Coma,**. »o„„ going .way to 

1” d't«, Id*, to Mr. Tinker 1. re.dy .ooooy and tor the 

- • i 91 Inlchs he may give 11 kistbundee. 
remaining 12 * lakhs he my g „ eponent) tU e 2* lakhs 

“ . . . . in four or five days, ana linker who deducted 

were provided and sent by ^niled mL, which he sent 

; b y °NoS^Or this I kept 9,000 to myself and gave Nobkissen 

4^000 rupees for his trouble^’ sitting of the Committee; 

The next witness (at tlie same 

N»bki.«»n. The entry U a«„„ d d „,y 

Nobkissen, Moonshee, is brought 

sworn, after which he “ Goorgothy in the service 

* — * r xszzz 

the Major, who, after perusi g wifch Ad miral Watson, the 

* Tliat when the squadron was bv use of the fleet and the 

r? ss Mr.'™:',. ..” B t..t u. ™- 
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ought to have 25 lakhs, and that he, Mr. Vansittart, requested 
Major Adams to speak to the Nabob upon the subject.’ Major Adams 
desired I would let the Nabob know this, and return to him >irith his 
answer. When I told the Nabob the purport of the letter, he replied : 

< who is this Mr. Tinker ? He has done«ine no service# I have already 
driven Cosaim Ally out of tjie country ; if I wanted him, I would 
have called for him, and gratified him ; but now what has he done 
for me ?’ I asked what answer should be returned to Mr. Vansittart. 

‘ Do you,’ says he, ‘ toll him plainly that I fin<^ he wants to 
revive our disputes ; /' a eix'k'et, )"> sootier xntnxe/'seti in uet ter t/iMn 
it tt seen </s again teif/i it iiohatril it ad. n mhiixxnisheti fnstt'e, remarking 
at the same time to mo that when he left Calcutta everything had 
been adjusted. In a word Ilia Excellency was extremely incensed, 
and I went and informed Major Adams of the issue of my message. 
What answer the Major sent Air. Vansittart I don’t know ; but three 
or four days after came another letter from Mr. Van' : ttart to the 
Major, enclosing one to the Nabob. On receiving them the Major 
told me : ‘ Do you carry this letter teethe Nabob; tell him I have 
received another to the same purport as the former, and desire he 
will consider of an answer and do what he thinks best.’ Upon deliver-# 
ing the letter and message to the ^Nabob, he said : 4 How can M^ajo^ 
Adams, who is commanding officer on the part of the King of England, 
ask me to comply with so unjust jx request i ’ I answered that I 
would acquaint the Major with what His Excellency said. When 
I told the Major, he said : ‘ We must be quiet for the present ; but 

take an opportunity of seeing the Nabob again when he is in better 
humour, and hear then what he will say.’ I frequently afterwards 
mentioned the subject to the Nabob ; but he always ^row so angry 
as to refuse hearing me ; upon which.! declared as niy opinion ta 
Major Adams that it was in vain going any more to His Excellency, 
for I was certain he never would give anything on this account. 

44 I know nothing feitlier of this affair till after the Major’s death, 
when I went to Chand' rnagore, of which District twan fougedar. 
AVhile I resided there in the montlfeof May or June 1764, I received 
a letter from Mr. Tinker’s Iranian, desiring me in his master’s name 
to come down > immediatcl v to Calcutta, for he had business with me 
of very great moment: 1 came down accordingly and waited on Mr. 
Tinker, who asked me 4 Why I left Calcutta and lived at Chander- 
nagore. Why I did not rather stay with him, for he had a great deal 
tyf business for me.* He then told me of the teep for 5 lakhs procured 




‘ You must write,’ jswns. 

1 l>f« friend, tlrafc coak^faj; 
m, becav*4it choose to havr^jC^f? 

9»y tkak^tatto 1 * the Nab** b*S 
£ am a- mr&h irtm%tr*gpr>. than 
^or -I will 

fllled with a jrtst number of 
l« are tint -fvart1<S«lar» t ‘I , have 
country, Wbiah I will liyf-feifore 
eat attention. Within t&Ogpace 
bob's affairs that he no longer 

O 

to tnistt a day without waiting on 
me. I did not, however, write 
icquainted N undcomar with^the 

substance of what anC ^ ,n the letters 1 wr ° tJ ® **“* 

.-frrfrSjwT ’Idth Nimdcom»r. Mr. Tinker pressed 

'Z^bl w»*e to W@£5SPfer> lJch 1 Haid T w,,uK1 " ot d "’ f ° r ’, lf 

Sl'le^^hould he intercepted by Mr Vamrntart. he would be 
^ • v , vw i,.. * I "will answer for it, lie will not be 

werV angry. N n, ’> : N 

angr^'i I am now going to him : do you accompany me. 

u When we came -there, Mf. Vansittart encouraged me and 

desired T would be under no apprehension, but w, ite as the C on,mm 
dire directed To which I answered ‘ that X could not engage in the 

afflir foTif Lings went wrong I should he blamed, Mr. Vanstttart 

then ’again repeated 4 Don’t be afraid ; I will take care of you, and 
• P °“ l s™n' after this the Commodore recommended me as Banian to 

• Wnnroe • host I did not act in that capacity myself, but per- 

S',"!"-." », * a,,,,,,,-. i» to, i.«. a. ».« 

came to Calcutta , and some visits of compliments having passed be¬ 
tween His Exeellencv, Mr. Vansittart, and the Commodore, one day 
Mr Tinker called me and sail*» ‘You know there is a certain 
affair in agitation between the Nabob and me.’ I replied : This 

business is conducted by a Mr. Vansittart and he answered. If 

’ you imagine the Nabob is averse to having this affair pw' 

Mr. Vanaittart’s hands, let me know, and I will go and talk to Hi 
KxoeUanoy myself.’ I told him ‘ I could not make any reply ; but J 
would let him know in a few day a’ 
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“ When brst Mr. Vansibtart mentioned a present fov Mr. TinkelC 

the Nabob, he was very angry, end told me aftewards : ‘ I oan never do!'; 
business with Mr. Vansittart with any satisfaction. for he is my jnemy,’ ' 
expressing himself as if he believed Mr: Vansittart’*^intention was to 
renionN vmdeomar and raise Doolubratp to his employment by which 
meanshe would procure the present for Mr. Tinker, adding *thkt 
he was determind never to admit Doolubram to that station, hor 
allow of any further donation to the squadron ; but rather than submit 
to such exaction, they should themselves appoint a Suba<Jar under.whom 
they might place Doolubram, and then obtain the donation they 
wanted.’ The Nabob further told me that Mjr. Vansittart .was 
continually sending for Nundcomar about this money for the squadron, 
threatening him and.making him carry messages to him (the Nabob); 
but be was resolved not to hear anything Naadcomar should say 
the subject. He also told me and some others of his servants in an angry 
tone : ‘ It was in consequence of your letters 1 came to < rdcuta ; but 

unless you can apply some relief to my present necessities, don’t Eq>eak 
to me, nor come near me.’ Accordingly we kept away for some days, 
but, being informed that Doolubram was appointed to Nundeomar’w 
office, I then went and told the Nabob that Doolubram was to have* 
his new appointment publicly notified in a few days, and th$t, unless 
he consented to the demand on behalf of the squadron, he must 
expect to see Doolubram in charge of t^ie administration, when 
neither His "Excellency nor Nundcomar would be permitted to leave 
Calcutta, which must bring inevitable ruin on his affairs. 

“ It was after this the Nabob told me that Mr. A ansittart had 


been with him a day or two before, and upon his (the Nabob’s) being 
very angry told him : ‘Sir, if you do not consent,, we know how 
to manage it ;’ with which His Excellency being deeply afflicted, 
desired me to acquaint Mr. Spencer of what ^Mr. Vansittart bad 
said, and bring back liis answer. I told Mr. Spencer it was the 
public report that His Excellency and Nundcomar would be kept here 
and Doolubram be sent to the city to take charge of ^he administra¬ 
tion ; and asked him if there # \fere any grounds for the report. 
Mr. Spencer laughed and said : ‘ The Nabob’s a foolish weak man. 

He is hurting both us and himself, and I. will give him no advice. 
Had he listened to me before he would have been long since *t 


Moorshedabad. ’ 

“With this I acquainted the Nabob, who said: ‘ What a dis¬ 
tressed situation am I in ! I am dome to Calcutta where I have not a 
single friend, and because I love Nundcomar they are his enemies too. 
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Tell him to come tome this night.' Adding, m a violent lage . > 

me once but get away from Calcutta and X shall then know how act. 

“ Not long after I went to Mr. Tinker, he asked me ■ J 

heard the news, that the Nabob and Nundcomar are to be kept i 
Calcutta ' Had Miey been my friends who would hav e ’ 

tress them / The Nabob might then have returned with civdit to tl 
city. If lie will embrace it, he has good fortune still attending him. 

My nephew I.ord Clive is coming. < Clone! < Note -s my part.enla^ fi^icnd. 
Air Spencer consults me in everything. In slim t, then s „ 

.... ..I-. . -a .. 

manner the Nabob lias slighted me, ho will be very angry should 
“tly till Ms arrival, the Nabob would himself be 

much his Ijoi'dahip esteems me. On my going a way I v boat t 
necessary instructions with Mr. Spencer, and on my arrival m Knffla 
, will send for Colonel Coote to my house and have some convention 
Wlt h him 1 shall then have an audience of the king, and a few dav 
after 1 will present to His Majestv all my papers . elative to this conn 
trv Hut there is one thing you must do for me, you must get a lotto 
r ,.;,ni the Nabob to the King of Croat Urban.. 1 Us Kxeellencv must 
SO give me a dress, with the proper jewels and sword, in winch dress 
, sball wait on His Majesty to debtor th. Nabob s lei ter ; let me 
1 now the propm hour, and 1 will wait on the Nabob m poison. 

“ J went u. the Nabob and repeated w.a.l for word the above eon 
vernation. Mr. Tinker also visited him tl.e m M dav . and related all 
theneeireumstan.es with his own lips to the Nabob. After he was gone, 

, remained with His IN.-ellency, who told me ' that he found, unless he 
•i«»*rot'd t»» tlm demand for tin? squadron, Mr. \ ansittavt woiuc no 
permit either him or Nundcomar to leave Calcutta ; he must therefore 
submit' ‘Mr. Tinker,’ says he, ‘will manage with the Council. Hot 
ns see what he will do.’ In consequence, the several deeds were exe¬ 
cuted; after which Mr. Tinker told me that Mr. \ ansittart had 

applied to tlio Nabob for a paper acknowledging that his donation <• 

the navy was voluntary and of Ins own free will. Ho >‘ ,u ’ 3 1 

< in my name and tell His Kxcelleney he will much oblige me by 

giving an acknowledgement to me likewise.' This request C meutioncd 
t . tbe Nabob, but cannot say whether ever it was gian el • " . 

I that soon after, Mr. Tinker told me : ‘1 am the Nabob s and 

Nundcomar’- real friend. Why have they expressed the note in sue i 
doubtful and ambiguous terms as render it <> no signi ic 
M r. Vansittart has drawn up another ; see and get i signi 
the Nabob.’ 
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“ Afterwards when 1 saw the Nabob he desired V would immediately 
net a letter drawn up from him»to the Comjiany, specifying his several 
grievances, and particularly his heavy sufferings on account uf resti¬ 
tution to the merchants and donation to the navy -which letter went 
home by Major Shirlock. Another letter filled with«nimilar, but still 
more bitter, complaints went home by Lieutenant (bant, who was 
Secretary to Colonel Coote.” 

At a meeting of the Select Committee, August :»0, lC><>. 
Ramehurn, late Banian to Mr. Vansiftarl, win examined 

as to the donation to the Navy. He said : 

“.But as he [Mr. Tinker"! conferred much oftenei with -lu£gut 

Chund and Nobkissen than with me upon this subject these will be 
able to give you the %est account. 

Ramehurn said Ini took the Nabob's Obligation (for live 
lakhs; and letter to Mr. Tinker, who declared hims«d| affronted. 
Me said : 

M.I find that neither you 1 * >r Mr. Vansittart are proper 

persons to transact my business. ^ You are not upon terms of friendship 
with the Nabob. 1 will therefore manage it myself. Nundcomar’f* 
-un-in-law and Nobkissen, the Nabob's Vakil, are here ; 1 will employ 

them. 

Ramehurn went on with }iirf evidence up to tile Nabob'- 
arrival in Calcutta. Then as to Tinker s affair, he said : 

u.j£ow it was eoneluded f don L know, as it was entirely 

transacted between the Nabob, N undeomar, Mr. Tinker, .J uggnt Chund, 
and Nobkissen. 

This body of evidence constitutes an uuwrftten chapter 
of Indian history, which, as already observed, hardly 
needs to have its moral pointed. If is t lie first instance, ot 
which if is possible to discover traces, ol the ^ fleecing' ot a 
Nabob Its effect on the mind of the Nabob may be read 
in the extracts : and very lilcely the story spread and pro¬ 
duced its effects on other minds also. 

Mr. Vansittart, so often mentioned in these depositions, 
lmd been appointed Governor of Cafcutta in 1701. lie 
appointed Ram fjhtirn Roy as his Dowan (or Banian). 
He sent for Nabob Jaflferalv Klytn. Subadar, and Nabob 








44 Battle of Plassby—Clive* s Devautvuk. 

M„.v,fto,]u., K , N„il, 8»h».l»r. from u ,w"C 

.>'»> r«i,ov«l ■I,"" ™" l, ’° pointed Silbactn.- 

removed from Moor.lioda ),v - ” Mooi^hedahad, Patna, 

i „ . ... 

uo J.,,.. <«£, 

r-tur.:: *;JS£ *- —**— 

— a f ,l ;“ ir’S-UM* Nnbki-..n. tabued with 

managed to eiteet hi. -1 \,lain- ^ a. taken ill 

..i~ nt — ik ; ,nil< "' ;,V n,^. ,.1.. 

.... 

....-I/ ..... iw. 

• M '- '""""Tm" “ 17 .' \ ' lis ... .a Kuswimuly 

r: >^La't 

heart to ttu.T.J.ov.l '’ lnv - Y'uv(l '<'live a- before. " After 
the conhdei.t.al m.Im.oi _ o , - JatVevnl% Khan as Subadar 

ronsultinjt him, < ''^ai'hsXiu'' N ubki—en ae< 011 \ pan ie< l 
and * . <>n (h( . o^asio.. that a treaty va- 

V V‘l “with 1 Li-s \lajestv IShul. Alum and Hd ILi*ime,> 
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Blun.su 1) Run jhazaree, throe tliousmd -owar or horsemen, 
the title of Raja Bahadoor and a. L’alkee and many other 
paraphernalia. He received from Mis Highness the isaboh 
valuable Khelat and other marks- of honor : aijd on the same 
day a Blunsub of one thousand iiv<* hundred ’owar and the 
title of Roy were conferred on his two elder brothers. 
Nubkissen proceeded with Lord (dive to Benares anti 
Azimabad. lie effecte.l a settlement of .the Rro\iuce 
of Benares with Maharaja Bulwant Singh. an<l of tke 
L’rovince, of Bellar with Maharaja Shiiab Boy, ami cyme 


hack to ( "aleiltt a with Lord (dive. 

One day as *Lord (live was engaged in the (’oune.il 
Chamber in consultation on the subject of rewarding tin- 
useful services rendered by Nubkissen, a Ber n letter in 

answer to one of Lord Clive's. nrrivotl from the Subudar ot 
A root, and bis Lordship desired Nubkissen to read ami explain 
it. Nubkissen Undine the contents to be adverse to his own ^ 
interests remained silent for. a moment, but was obliged to 
interpret it, on being pressed. The substance of the letter was* 
as follow s : Lt is my wish also that tin; war with the .English 

Company heine ended .and ;i treaty concluded with them, 
both tin- Powers eonlitiin- on good terms, but Kaja Nobo- 
erislnia, who manages the Company s attairs. being the 
son of l>ewan llam t'liurn, the associate ot my eiK-ni) 

Moneeruddin Khan, will obstruct tlie intended negotiations. 


for wdiieh reason it is needless (o make mention of peace 
during the continuance of Raja Noboci islinn. ( live, on the 
loiter being explained to him, desired N tibkisse^i to wait in 
an adjoining room for a short time. NubkissenVi feelings, at 
that moment ot’ suspense, may wadi be imagined. (rreat. was 
his relief whim Clive, after a consultation with his Council, 


addressed him to t.he following effect, : " IN by did you not 

inform me so long that you were of such a noble iamily 
The Company have derived gi eat benefit. from your 
-ei-vices and laborious undertakings. Not knowing the rank 
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of your descent wo could not show you the respect duo to it. 
From this day wo appoint you ltev.au to the ilon hie 
Poinyanv and title and robe of honour. etc., shall be 
contorfod on you shortly. 

[„ the yhar 1 ISO Higeree (ITtif, A.l>.) Ford Olive was 
pleased to get a Firman or Mandate from 11 is Majesty 
tShali A1 um.~grant ing Nubkissen a dignity of Munsiib Shush 
llazarec. foyr thousand sowar, and the title ot Maharaja. 

F.o was pleased also to bestow upon him a (fold Modal with 
a For-iau in-cription. its a testimonial to till India ot the 
"regard which Ford Clive and the ll.m'l.le (’ompnny had lot 
his faithful and honest sendees, a Khrl.'il with a precious 

garland of pearls, a head-dress, a shield, a sword and various 
other oostlv pai uphernalia. including silver A mid -Se/Zo, 

mace and staff.-still (he insignia of the Sovabazar Rajas. 

borne l>y their attendant' when they go out on tormal 

occasions. llis Ford-hip allowed h i in a g nan 1 of sepoy s t o 

* watch his gate, and dedred to Fix for him it monthly -alary of 
’ Its. 2, Otto, Upon which Xttbkis-eii represented to Ford 
Clive t lint through, hi- Ford-hips benevolence lie wit- not 
under the necessity of receiving from the Honorable Com¬ 
pany such it large stun per mensem, hut that a monthly 
allowance of Us. -200 might he fixed for him ami his heir- 
in perpetuity to preserve the dal it- of lii- family. <'live com¬ 
plied with Tiis representation and had the kindnet— to conduct 
him to his conveyance on an elephant, anti the Maharaja 
came home in a grand procession, scattering rupees all 
about him. t .ITe receive.1 the -uin of Ks. 200 every month 
from the General Treasury . a* long as he lived, but the 
allowance was not continued tb any ol his heirs. Ford C live 
before finally leaving India in 1 7(17 gave the charge ot (dovern- 
•ment to Mr. Vorelst, and Malta raja Nubkisscn continued in the 
capacity of Political lJewail or Political llanytm to the ( om- 
pa U y and discharged his duties to the complete satisfaction 

of tlio new Governor. 
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irt'tToiicc to tlio (do ia tv r< • < i;i i 
lion will lie found in a Idlin' of Mr. 
17 ‘J.‘ 5 . which runs a" follow' : 


\i(h thi> lVr-iuu inserip- 
Ili'iirv ISl rachov’s. dated 


\V 11 . 1 . 


■? r r. ifK r I .on no n, 

7’/v<" xf/t M*tt/ 


l)KAl! MoUIvlNf'KN, 

A few weeks aigt>, I had tin* plcasmv 
the A'^/vy'd, iuknowltdlgin^ tilt* rrreipt 
of tlio kind noti<e you h<nl taken of my s< > i 
IK'vshii to iii.stnn t. him in th<* IVrsinn 

a iv \ orv t 


to n*ct‘i\ »* your It*11 1 *r, l*y 
of mint*, anti informing nit* 
N't mr f i mil a proper 

lan.mia^i*, and M-ndin^ your 
own son It# him often, art* \ ory t*sst*ntial savins, anti fur whirl* 1 
am niiicli ohiitgfd to you. lint tholt* is out* part of vour lrttrr w h i < * 1 1 

dot*s not moot with * my a p] uohat it m. I moan that part, w Ih*iv 
a t>n sin ho shall tommand unit purs*. Vou know it is against tin* 
law for him to i oooi\o moiio\ from any h.»«ly, anil if ho hollows it 

ho will ho in debt, w hioh oo« adons llm mm «.f many gontlr- 

, non in 1 lonuu 1. If you « an 1 1 aoh him ... anti prevent his 

hoiiiL? ( hmitml «*i n.ip<»,ul upon hy hk s.*nanls um will lay both him 

and mo undor *rroat anti last in-; . obligations Although mm roasmi 

«*f his f/oiip. to India, w a -s that In* lni^lit glow rid), yet I hope ho 

will attain that ohjeet hy tlt-uiviv, alid hy means of his own industry 
I would ratlmr. In* i < ma i nod poor all his lift*, than that In* should 

-ft moiif\ in any way that would disgnu t* himself anti his family. 

lad that \ mi font mm* -fateful fm tin* fa\ot s and 


icat anti — ood fi ifiitl hold 
a lint* y uimg man) I shall ih* 1 
I„ad\ <li\e is w <■ 11, hut as slit* 


anti 

i tost i nn»i ly to 
< ’om pan \ hat I 


! a m \ o i 

liuimis bestowed upon y mi hy mu 
<’li\f. Wlii-ii I si * t ■ his son (win* i- 
f a i 1 to deliver him youi nu-ssigt* 
li \ is u]> tin- i uiintry. 1 s*ldom lia\<* tin oppoi t u n i t y <>l » ■seoi i i - In* r. 
I havo suit hoi your lottri* to mail, as 1 know it would i-ntfitain Imi . 

1 remember your nmdal, with tin* Persian ii^t i*])tn>n, anti ap- 
j,n»vt* nun h of yoiu* pn*ser\ intg it in y our family , as 
all Tndia of t lit* u*g,ird wlm-li hm-d <'li\t* and th ^ 

foi ^ oni - fait 1 1 1 u 1 alitl In uif st s<* i \ i< *• s. • 

It will Jilwavs givo nn* pleasuie*to lmai- of your lmaltli anti pins- 
poiity. Wi 1 1o tt» mo ofton, and 1 will as oft on send y <m tny uiiswrrs 

r I'his h*tt« r will l»o dt*livoiod to you hy my sot ontl son, Kdward 
Stranhoy, whom 1 lmpo you will favor with yout adviot* spid protee- 
tion, in the same manner as you do my oldest son. 

I pray <1 < >d to hless you. What ran I say more * 

Vour faithful friend, 

• (Sd.) II i:\iiv Stiucurv. 
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• e r ,t- himself In a Minute by John Johnstone, 
e\aaeixc« OUve mmau . g. + Had 

. * ■'j. t 4‘ t'7^ 1765 tbero was fin insinuation that C 

■$g££Z .omo ,obordi„ato», one of wh«» 

bve w „i~-a *>“ Tt 

. . ol M«l.om.d R.ra C.tvn *"•! Juggot S«rt tooch.og 

We *^“a t ««..7’'.o '. .rr«t7.",<,n-U OoJ..Pe«„... Nubhi.-.n 

o.r« o. a ^“ a^rrrr." 

w4re to be ae>ed ahd confined close prisoners f future 

whether they willed or not, on oath to ev«ry T^ tlon * to the 

Committee or Governor and Conned should pt.t to them as 
money their masters received.”.’....- ‘ 

- --. \it'* VwithrULa to Mr. Johnstone’, observation concerning 

fence merit attention. Johnstone refers to Is nbkissen as.a 
S“r7 y -oor.„„a.'livol„,s n„t„ word to -„y 

-toted in one of hi. depcUions .l«£v 
„„otoa that ho vvn, Foujedar „t Ohnndornngor^^ ^ 
There is official evidence that in 1 - 

come to be recognised as one of the “ persons most respo - 
sible -and whose characters and services merit consideration. 

as the following Norcmher ,, i., 

“ Advertisements having been already 
' Xte the 2nd of G ecembcr 

-‘Appendix to Select Committee. 1705, No. 7. 

Same Appendix, No. 8., 
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M'aha»a.tah rs i-bkis»*»e Bahaiuu. '■ ft |i v 

last,, - ‘ feluit the leases of il*e pce«4lfa/|^^''#unijM expira^ 

=j s t day of November, 1766 ; that the present renters should «a 'X&€f«C 
ij>e excluded, and that the benefit of the iaiids should he diflEijped iu 
|he most extensive and equitable manner possible amongst all the 
reputable BftniStta hihI black inhabi&yts of Calcu^fs, and clivers 
petitions for lands being now presented to the Committee* /. ; . 

“Agreed that the following list be selected from the great number 
of petitioners as persons the most responsible and whose characters 
ancl services merit consideration, and that they be desired* to attend 
next Tuesday in order the lands may be divided intc# lots and th# 
rents adjusted by the most equitable valuation.” - " ^ 

.V list of 40 names is given, Nubkissen standing at the head. 

Durincr < 'live'- s'cnml visit to India Nubkissen material¬ 
ly assisted him in j*irifc‘ving the administration. That work/ 
of Clive’s is desc ribed by Macaulay as " one of the. most 
extensive, difficult and salutary reforms that ver was 
accomplished by any statesman^’ And there are reasons 
for presuming that Nubkissen rendered to him great 
.services in the accompli—Timent of that noble 1 work. 

He accompanied Clive to Allahabad when the Dewannv , 
was obtained, presumably cm his advice or suggestion. 
Naturally, honours c ame thick, and fast on him. The Em¬ 
peror Shah Alum wa- apparently more* pleased with the 
recognition of his paramount title by Clive’s application for 
a grant of the Dewanny than sorry for the virtual loss of his 
empire. As Macaulay puts it : " The Mogul was, absolutely 
helpless ; and, though he murmured, had reason to he well 
pleased that the English were disposed to give solid rupees, 
which he never could have extorted from them, in exchange- 
for a few Persian characters which cost, him nothing. A 
bargain was speedily struck ; sy»d the titular sovereign of 
Hindostan issued a warrant, empowering the Company to 
collect and administer the revenues of Bengal, Orissa and m 
Behar.” The Emperor was pleased to confer on Nubkissen 
the honours and rewards already mentioned, obviously in 
recognition of the part played by him in conducting the 
negotiations. The title of Maharaja Bahadur was not. 



however, 
17 7 6 1 . 

The 

assured. 


AllVANCKMEN T IK TjIFF, l T P TO 17 70. 
iiAsumed t»y Nubkissen before the 25th .January 


position ami influence of Nubkissen were now 
assure... To crown his distinctions, he was, on the recom¬ 
mendation of ( 'live, appointed Political Banian to the Bast 
India Company on the Kith .January 1757. The following 
is a copy of the official paper with reference to the appoint¬ 
ment : — 

l-'ort William, .Ism. I'i, I 707, at a Select < 'onimittec : 

“ Lord t'livc (President) r..mmo,ulin S Nubkissen Muunsl.ee to 

tin* protection of the ( 'oinmittoo. 

“■Resolved that, in consideration of l.is faithful and dili«ei.t services, 
Nubkissen l>e appointed the Tfun’ble <'ompany’s Political Banyan, with 

a salary annexed of 200 rupees per mensem, the same t<> commence 

from this elate." 

This was the last meeting of the- Select < 'emnuttee that 
Lord (’live presided at before hi- return to Kurope. 

Nubkis-.cn secured for the Nud.lea Baja- their title. I he 
f. lt t. is worthv of attention as a proof not only ol Ins absence- 

of jealousy towards men highly pi:. . hut of his appreciation 

of them and his desire to help ami a,Lance them. Lv.denee 
of this fact is to he found in the following petition : 

P ° XllE jroN-’lir.F. TI1E HOVRRNOIt-fiKSERAI.. 

The TTomhi.h Petition of Ra.tati Noiikissf.s. 

That at the time bord Clive wont to lllialtad to visit the King, 
Mr Sumner applied to him to obtain the title and ..alurdav palan.pun, 
\ ‘ f, the Uriah of Bill'd wan, at which opportunity your petitioner 

1 title, etc., might he also obtained for the Nuddea 

Rajah and d.d accordingly pay the Nnr.zi.rani.ah of ten thousand 
rupees for the service of the latmr ; and Lord Olive on Ins return to 
Calcutta favoured both the Rajahs with the above titles, ^hen the 

Nuddea Rajah mentioned that as your petitioner was not at all bem - 
ft ted. by the said title, etc., which is to continue to his descendants 
thought proper to give your petitioner the little village or mohuL 
iron land called Serampore or Moolajore ; but your petitioner made 


i Forrest’s Sr/return* from/hr St ate Papers, Vol. lb, p- 180 
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then an objection to expect a gift of the Rajah, because h^was a 
Brainin, and therefore proposed that lie would not take it without the 
Rajah’a acknowledging the above ten thousand rupees to be looked upon 
as an acknowledgment for such mohuttvon ; and it wa* settled accord¬ 
ingly to the satisfaction of the Rajah ; Jour petitioner obtained the 
Sunned in the Bengal year 1173 for the said village which in the 
Bengal year 1171 was rated at no more than H2o rupees for the 


annual juinma.li. 


(Stl.) NlHtKtSSKN'. 


Tn n book called Tile NomenelMHiro ” deposited ill <Jm 
Ueconl 1 lepartineiit of tin- (.Ton ernmenl of India, Nubkissen 

is described IIS havigg ... “ land (’lives Dewan at tin- time 

of the elevation of Jafur like Khan to tin- M.i-nnd of Bengal. 
fTe amassed an immeibe fortiino on that oeca-ion mid subse¬ 
quently upon the acquisition of (he Deviance nnus ,,.a«uul by 
f j0 rd (dive in the most eon lident in* si, nation-.” There is no 
doubt that at this time Nubkissen Nvas, if over man was, a 
pluralist. lie had charge <>f the following Covernment. offices 
which he used to hold in his Sovabazar buildings : Tin- ]\funxh/ . 
Du/ter (Persian Secretary's Office), A rzt.cji IJa/lar { Petition 
receiving office), Jathndla Kachari (TribTinal for bearing and 
deciding eases relative to caste), the Money Oodow n (or <’om- 
pany's Treasury), tin- Mat Ad,dat (Financial Court) of the 
24 -Parganas. Tahsil J>a/tar (Office of Collector) of tbe 

24-Parganas. As a humorous writer lias it : “ Xt is not the, 

length, breadth, and depth of his titles, it is not the outward 
signs of honor by which the importance of INkibkissen can he 
correctly estimated. Hatlier tin- multitudinous and onerous 
official duties which belonged to him defined liis«yroper posi¬ 
tion. At one and the same tiijib he held seven offices. The 
Banian to the Committee or Political Dewan, he was the 
Persian Secretary, the Receiver of Petitions, tin- President of. 
the Caste Tribunal, tin- Keeper of the Treasury, the Head of 


the Revenue Court of tin- 24-Parganas, the Collector of the 
24 -Parganas, and what not. With other years he tilled other 
posts, hut whether they were added lu» the old ones, or whether 
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Thi- we know that 
frecptenflv culled on 


he lu«t to relinquish -01110. i- unknown, 
over and above hi- regular dulie- In- wa- 
to execute job- lV-ide-* Id- ordinary olhce-. he may he snd 
to have hem* i minister w ithout a portfolio. W hat an index 
these duties ami more to the capacity of a single individual 
;,nd to the eonlidenei' repo-ed in him l.y his ma-ters 1 Till¬ 
man Mil- half till' < iovorniiKiil ! How thi- lhohdi^naoian 
pfHeia 1 -talked ainid-l the puny administrator-, ineliidinp- lii- 
-uperior-. who divided amony thoii-eho- the other half and 
-coined ready to break down under it- weight. 

In illu-trat ion of the infhienee and., po-ition of Nidi- 
kis-en at thi- period, t lie foliowin e loi tor* may be incidentally 
referred to : 

h-H.-rx ITU 


</iul 1 i <>S. 


/ f It nl*‘nt 

From 1 

K.\.l All hlAUAM I’lM'H 

To 

M 11 . \ KUI.IA 1 

V..U1 servant has at tlii- time received a hundred gold metiui- 
frotn t tie Nabob S\ fe-ul I >ovvla, H»l from Mr. kos, 2 <h) from the 
\avvat) Maliomwl It.'/fl Kluui. jukI T.o from Mal.ali Kajah Mihindm 
a.s' a Nazar for the sacred presct.ec This I write for your Kxeellei. 
cys information. .Mr. Sjkts and tl.e Nabob Mahomed Ueza Khan 
ordered vour servants to provide a Wiring of pearls agitable to 
established custom for Maliali Kigali Mihindur, which haying got 111 
readiness I delivered to them, who presented it to the aforesaid Mah.de 
Kajah. Your servant lias been favoured with no Nazar for sacrei 
presence on aeeoult of \ our Kxeelleney, nor have any <>f the other 
gentlemen delivered him any. Whatever Nazar jour Kxeelleney shall 
think proper tv- present to 11 is Majesty > ou will put in a purse under 
vour own seal, after the manner, of tlu- Nabob Syfv-uP I lowlid, and 
direct the other gentlemen that they deliver their Nazars for Ills 
Majesty to vour servants after the example of y.mr Kxeelleney. 
When the Nazar shall arrive in the presence from the Nabob . yf<--u 
X | lowlab, Mr. Sykes, A'ahomed Keza Klian and Malia Kajah M1I1111- 
dur and no Nazar shall appear from vour Kxeelleney, your own 
superior judgment w ill point out you, wliat ideas will Ontci into llis 


MooJutj't''* Slay <1 ~ > nr, Apul lsi»l. ]>agc- 117 . 
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JUju-sly breast. A shukah l’l-om the red udiliv-id t" 

yum- l*jXcelleiic y arrived willi *1110 buUH' days and l 11 a nsmil teil 

it to your presence accompanied with a latter 110111 tin- « s nbub 
M inere-ut- l>ow lah tlnoti^li the hands of Kayth N ol ik issci 1 \ dud 

shukah is at this time ai tivrii with 11m onipantcd h* anotlmr h'ttci 

from the Nabob ami I now- transmit it to \ on em losed. ... 

/ >■ t i< ’ r! ,n-f<' I 1,'tl.rx I7<(7 I7«'m 

Xo. dT 
IT.a 11 

Tin-. N a w \ 1: Mk\ii:i i i I >ow 1. \ 11 

To 

V i a: K la 1 • 

tin tlie I Cith .1 anil. 11 v I ail tied. it Allahali.id and paid the duties 
.>1 alleo-ianee to III-- Ma|i‘sti . tied is wit lie —1 how heat s ‘be limits of 
absence have sat upon lour t'liemi and how iurrs-'initli a our praises 
hamj; upon his toneme. Mt.y the A 1 ii^ight y soon raise a < on puiet 111 e 
and create a cause wlmli may ayain restor. me to the so. lety ol imu 
ICxeelleneies. Mv gnicimts hol’d 1 littve wiitten yon li\e several times, 
without liacino yet been favouied with a sngl.’ answer. I entreat that 
my addresses may be honoured with your immediate notice, amf 
that you will order timely answer to be wiitten 

1 particularly rc-cpiest your sunniest injunctions to Malm Kajah 
Nobkisson for this purpose. 

This h-ttor i~ em rul'urti t i \0 is iilnirr ( 1 ml Nubkis-en had 
itlretulv been lntule u Millliinija. 

T 11ft Hence net it tail- to cw-ite jcalmt-N . and one i - not - nr- 
pri-ed to liml tliai the eminent position and eom ntaml i 11 p 
i n fl nenee of Ntibki"on at tlii' time made li^m many enemies. 
Men whose i 11 -feel i n <2, and de-.iu.11> of aetive hoslilile lmd s< ( 
loll*’ been latent, felt tliem-elves eneottrtiped to* throw aside 
till risen e after N tilikicrn’j* l'riend. patron and protector 
llttd left the countrv. Within three month' alter t'li\e lmd 
left India eomplaints were pr<del-red ayahi't Ntiliki'>en to 
the Select ( 'oinmittee. < )ne Ham Xnth^Ikt' mini pla i tied ol 

extortion practised on him by Ts til >k i S'cn, and two men, 11 am 
S ttnar td hose and jVemoo ( ianconlee. charecil him is i I h ha\- 
in 0 violated the wife ol a I 3 itiliniij w Ihe .Select t oinmittee 
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caused both the charges to ho thoroughly enquired into. They 
were found to he false, Nuhkisien was acquitted, and the 
complainants and their abettors were ordered to he punished. 
It transpired in the course of tin- inquiry that at least one 
of the complaints, that of outrage on a woman, had been 
instigated by Nuneomar. Nuhkissen had already been 
brought, into relations with Nuneomar, but it will be con¬ 
venient to reserve for separate notice all facts concerning 
Nuneomar ami his trial (which ha.I not yet come) that may be 
relevant to this biography. Concerning the charges just 
referred to. the enquiry hold and the decision arrived at. the 
best that can be done is to let the following original docu¬ 
ments speak for themselves : 

At Select Committee on Apr ip IB, 

The Hon’ble the President lays before the Committee the 
following petition presented to him by Nobkissen Moonshy. 

To 

Tim Hos’ble Hariiv Vbkklst, Esy., 

1*rexiile'nt cind O'ocer/Lor , .C-, cLc., o/ 1'art Willinnt. 

Tub Memouiai. of Noiiokisses of Calcutta. 


Humbly SllKWETIl, ' ' 

That it is with the utmost difficulty and reluctance your Petitioner 
is reduced to the disagreeable necessity of begging your Honour's 
patience for the perusal of the following, which nothing but the most 
dear and valuable of all earthly privileges, the defence of his charac¬ 
ter could lilfve made him thus presume to trouble you with, at the 
same time hopes his conduct has been and ever shall be, unblameable 
before your eyes. *1 

Your Memorialist, the first time Lord Clive was in Bengal during 
the (iovernmtnt of the Nabob Surajali Doulah, was employed and 
entrusted with all private engagements made between the Nabob 
. 7 after Ally Cawn and his Lordslifp, also during the war with Cossim 
Ally Cawn, he was from the beginning to the end attending on Major 
.Adams, and executed such services as caused his Lordship on his 
return to this countrytto take him again into his service ; and as Ins 
Lordship found him desirous of no other employment thanthat of the 
public, and constant and faithful in the discharge of his duty, he was 
graciously pleased to raise lym to great honours. 
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Before his bordship’s departure for Kngland, believing him to be 
sufficiently experienced he [bbrd 1 live], made him principal banyan 
for the affairs of the Government and as a farther testimony and 
approbation of his conduct, presented him with an elephant and 
a medal. 

These marks of his bordsliip's favour and esteem, together with 
the countenance he has since met with from your Honour, by taking 
him into your service, he has too great reason to fear has [! liavel 
drawn on him the resentment and jealousy of wicked and envious 
minds, as the following facts will certainly evince, as they are on*y 
ealeulated to depreciate and wound the man whose good fortune, 
under the auspices of his bordsliip and your 11 onor, has raised hun 
above the common atgl usual advances in life, and not, as they prc- 
tend, to punish the guilty. 

JSly enemies have in \ain sesirehed t<*r proofs that I raised my 
fortune by bribery and undue means, in hopes that b> h a dis¬ 

covery they might have been able to have ruined my character and 
reputation ; disappointed in this, tin*, etlorts are now extended to 
more base and villainous ends,,my life is now what they thirst, after 
and altogether indifferent about tlie means by which it may be aceo.n-* 
plishcd ; for 1 ran at this present [moment?] prove that two men, tlie one; 
named Ram Hunnar Chose, tlie other N einoo < iangolee have, eitheras 
principals or employed by others, been tampering with a Bramm’s wife 
of Calcutta to accuse me of violating her; that this was the most 
favourable time that could oiler, and promised lier a sum of money for 
her compliance ; the ISramin used his utmost endeavours to engage his 
wife in this wickedness ; but happy for me she absolutely refused, al¬ 
though her life was threatened to accomplish the design.. 

The present diabolical accusation against me is as follows: One 
Bam, a goldsmith, complained to me that ins mother and brother-in- 
law forcibly withheld his wife from him in "ieir house, and not 
only refused him admittance to lier, but permitted another man to 
visit lier, which circumstance if known he would b?-, in danger of 
losing bis caste ; therefore entreated me, as I had the charge of the 
Caste Cuteherry, to call the parties together befol e me and settle the 
affair. X complied with his request, and after a hearing, tin 1 matter 
was compromised to the apparent satisfaction of all concerned ; hirt 
to my great astonishment and surprise, twenty days after, 1 

found Cofcul, a brother-in-law of Ram, had presented a petition to 
your honour, complaining that l endeavoured to take his sister b\ 
force from his house. 
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\'i>u, Sir, i cferred tlu* ullaits to M r. Kk>} oi', tin - then Zemindar, ami 
directed me to go to him lor it clearing up of this matter. T obeyed 
and found Mr. llolls with < local and Kisseu, the two 1 notliers-in-law 
of Ham. there 

'All*. I'los er I titered upon the business, when tlocal liim a paper 

written in Knglisli < nntaining a n account <>f the complaint made 
against me, which Mr. Ilolts declared was a true translation he had 
made i rom the Heiigal [i |. XI r. 1 lo\ or having read it aloud, (>ocul 
swore to it, ;sud ■'ieI)ed it. XI r. t'lover then asked < .ocul if he 
hlid an\ witnesses. telling him now is the prujiei time ior their evi¬ 
dence. t.'ocul replied Ifis brother K issen. Acccrdincly, Kisseu was 
called in and sworn. Air. Kha er was desirous of interrogating Kisscii, 
lnit Xlr. Holts interrupted him 1>V s;i_i ing Kisseu was ready to swear 
what was loutaincd in the w i itteii paper alieadv subscribed and 
swanai to 1 iv < toi ul. Hponmy rojUr-lins Mr. Holts might, not interfeie, 
he bade me hold my Innjur, nor desisted til I the Zemindar ordered us 
both to be silent. Xlr. Kloyer then took K issen's e\idenee and wrote 
the pal tieulars with his own band. A fie l-wards 1 deli \ ered my account : 
it. being lead, 1 swore to and signed it : ai-n my witnesses for the 
■ (intlt of carry paitii ular cave their depositions and swore to them. 

When it shall be known to your Honour that there is aaciy 
essential dillereine in the deposit ions given by tlocal and Kisseu, 
notwithstanding they lire in the same house and had ■ oneocted tin- 
whole a Hair together, and that Kisseu, at the instigation of Xlr. Holts, 
would ha\e signed and swore to the deposition given liy his brother, 

< turn I, had lie not been presented by my protesting against such 
pioeeedings as unfair ; also that the tenor of the petition presented 
to \ on, Iloiijile Sir, ami the written depositions delivered to Xlr. 
Hloyer arc very far from agreeing with the pretended tacts alleged 
against me, it siirelv will, L hope, be a sufficient proof of my innocence. 
15ut should this prove insufficient for your satisfaction, 1 am ready and 
willing at. any time to subscribe to the most solemn oath, according to 
the rites and aistoms of my leligion, that 1 never, to the best of my 
knowledge, from the hour of my tilth to this day, spoke with, saw, or 
have had any connection with either of the three sisters of < local and 
Kisseu, nor did I know that there were such persons in being, till 
‘this affair was trumped up against me. 

O ne thing more l tug leave to observe : that it should have been 
the particular business of the woman injured to have immediately 
complained and applied fur just ice, iws the olleneo was of so heinous 

a nature, and not ha\ i* dofie it by my avowed enemy', Air. Holts, 
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nor have MilU'ivd s" mimh tmi. lo elapse, "mli.iii tlu ' method- 

in such cases ; nor do las x .<t I.. positixolv 1 hiimii 

that is sai<l to ho injured by me 

All which 1 humbly submit l<> <>ur lb.man s eoi pudei a 1 1 u n . 

And your i’et i t iom-r as in duty boiwid shall eve L »pia\ 

( Si *_* i it'd'i \<i!:iiKI s '^I.n 

« Autm, (/“' ln,/ ‘ M" >•>•/< /;,,: 


The above iution be my lead, the I'.es.denl 4" 

the bommitue a memorial ,o the .. bom Kamnaut 

banian to M r. < ! e.,r S e t ! i aathe s„b |e. t o. -hi. h tlm I resale,,, tl.y.ks 

i i , v,. ,, i .. i ,i iuii t, l i 1 n • St • I « ■« t ( 'oiimiil t 

t omes move pvopei lv m.uI.m 

than of the I loard • 

'I'" 

Tun | f on im.i. II nan Siaua.si, l.s,, , 

,,,/e,,/ ,'!/• "<■ “ •' 11 

11 < Silt \mi Si i : "s. 

1 take the 111 lettv "t |„e-e„,,n,: v*! • u - , t h the, humble addte~- 

lor t-oi„„ poses, both -hah, 1 1 , 0 ,,c "dl I. b.uad ... the 

. onsideration o. .vmi, Ib.nble Uoa, d. -. ^ ■» m der to put a stop 

to the eotrupt pracli. CS Ot a man "ho has been e,,misled "ith III., 

management ol t. ai.-su t mus ol the hiyhest tins, and.,, the }•. tea test 

” . the , Hails ol tlm llonble ('oyipanv bid (lie otliel 

importance to tlie aliens • , . , 

is, in order to obtain p,slice „l lestautmn tm .... and 

damage done me in pa i t" ulai 

The oiieva„ee complained of, r-mv havnm tlm a.ml nt 

thirty-six' thousand I upees exh-mvelv exacted and take. Hon. me 

by >'obkissen Mun~h\ , duriny, n.v la , e . mi line men t,. ' . o//o,,. 

avail inn himselt ..I m.v lym.raime ol tlm Knudml, lews and customs, 
'lie used to visit mein my . m, (i i mmetn, and Umicbv threats and 

under vai mns scandalous, v ilia.ns, and false pi elenecs did demand 

and receive limn me. 

In the month of Oyralm . . A , my, value R.s. I h— 1 *< >. 

l» oU xj . .v><>< '■< »Kl Moluii ". 

< lmv tl o . . I'HI do. 

I'.adro . . bin do. 

TolAl. I , 1< M >, ■jilit.mlls, Jll.UIIII 
With.2 Tgsi of liooteilarw and sundry other 

tldnys yiveii by his order P, Ids people, value .. T‘ >■ >'' 
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The pretences he made use of were that he would preserve me, or 
get me excused, from taking my oath on the < hinges water before the 
Select Committee that I might have the greater latitude for what 
was to declare verbally ; that he would procure my i eleasement . 
that he would give me a KXielp.t and send me away again ewan o 
Mauldah, and that he would save my life, which I was to >e c eprt\et 
of when he found it necessary to threaten me. 

I acknowledge my ignorance of the salutary laws of threat >n 
in suffering myself to be thus imposed upon, as well as my fo y *» 
hSviim- ever supposed him to lie of such consequence to the lb>i 
the Select Committee. Vet as the well-being of the Hon hie Company s 
a 1 fail’s in a great measure depends upon the impartiality and ndegri y 
of those whose office does in any way concern the administration and 

execution of justice, or the common good of the subject, 1 hum .y 

nope sell to obtain redress, and as 1 have heard much of the 
■us ice of the Knglish laws and am informed that the Urn,ble <■ ou.-t 
of Vhreetors havl been pleased to order that “If a Native chooses 
the decision of his grievances, by Knglish laws, those ami those on v 
must be pursued, and pursued according to the d.reetmns m t n 
r charter ” I am verv desirous of laying my case before the 

i,,; next sessions, where I am informed it is only cognmable ; but 
lest the preferring in that manner my complaint against him while m 
.ffiee should be of any detriment to the affairs of the I-Ion’ble t ompany 
under his management, X hereby first humbly beg the pernussion of 
the Hon’ble Hoard. And as the grievances l do complain of 
manifestly to the evil example of all others the Company s -anyam 
in ofhee, as well as to the great oppression and detriment of the 

Native inhabitants in general, 1 humbly hope, llonble feu am . us 

that you will please to grant me the permission required, that 
maybe enabled to obtain redress and restitution of my property. 

I am, with the greatest respect, 
ifon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Your most faithful and obedient Servant. 

fc-ou-r Wii.m am, I;am Nalt Dabk ‘ 

The 10th April l ' <•'/. 

lfamnaut’s memorial being read, the Pies,do,it observes that the 

charge of venality and corruption contained in Pamnaut s complain 

against Nobkissen deserves the serious attention and immediate con¬ 
sideration of the Committee. That the strictest inquiry, he thinks, 
should be made into the truth of the facts alleged, in order the 
Committee mav have the "most satisfactory proofs of the guilt or 
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innocence of ;t person wlio, in < ( 11 ; 1 1 1 ty p(>litieiil isinyiin, iis necessAi ih 

entl’usted with the Company’s i^oat important aliairsi. That Nobk isinvii 
Heincr likewise the President’s Aloonsliy, it becomes his indisp<yisable 
duty to be well satisfied of the integrity of a man in whom he un¬ 
avoidably reposes much confidence, ayd that any rtjuctance to heal 
complaints against Nobkissen, or backwardness to redress the griev¬ 
ances of those who have been injured by him, will deeply reflect 
upon the honour and justice of the President and Committee. Kor 
this reason it was that he sent for Uamnaut and examined him upon 
the facts set forth in his memorial, not one of which he finds l!ai»- 
naut can support by a single proof or evidence, the whole charge rest- 
in«jr upon his single assertion. 

The President further acquaints the i ommittee it was with the 
sanu* view he made inquiry into the other charges brought against 
Nobkissen, although they did not so immediately allect his character in 
a public station ; since conviction of his guilt in one in.*- oe would 
serve to corroborate the facts urged bv Uamnaut, ami render 
Nobkissen unworthy of the < ’om mi tree’s protection. That he has 
tin* greatest reason to believe that the whole story of Nobkissen’s 
having violated the wife of a liramin has been maliciously' forged 4 
by Nobkissen’s enemies with intention to ruin him. 

'That the other charges brought against Nobkissen of his having 
f«ncibl\ carried oil the wife of Ham, a goldsmith, appears to he 
equally void of truth, and to spring from the same principle of jea¬ 
lousy and resentment, as the Committee will perceive from the 
Zemindar’s report of this transaction, which lie now submits to the 
consideration of tin* Board — 

“ Sir,— Herewith 1 send you the information and deposition of the 
several persons who appeared before me in consequence of a complaint 
made against Nobkissen. On perusal of them, 1 daresay you will be of 
opinion with me that it is an accusation maliciously invented to 
depreciate his character and to entail a general odium upon him, as 
there is not a single circumstance in the said depositions that can 
even create a suspicion of his having had the informant's sister at 
his house. 

“ As I am not now Zemindar, I have no longer the power to 
officiate as sue!) in the punishment 1 think is dm* to tin* informant? 
and his brother ; but T will explain the case %o Mr. Ahlersoy, the 
present Zemindar, that he may proceed therein as he thinks proper. 

“ After you have done. Sir, with the information and depositions, 
r he obliged to von if vou would.be uleased to return them to 
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mo, that they may be gncii to the l'K-^nt Zemindar. Alio uifovma- 
uun ami Nobkixxen's deposition wrro both bi ought l-' me written m 
th,. |.i.jrriun Ian u uam 1 , w li I'li after having boon load and explained to 
tUo informant and deponent, U.oy both took thoio oath, to and signed. 

’I'hc others worn, taken in my ^reseller. 

* v havo the honour to bo, Sir, 

Your must obedient, humble Servant, 

, ... C ’ll AI1I.KS Ft.OYK.lt. 

/ 7 th r rtn'mt i'tf l < *>< . 

The l’roiiiijoiit further ol>..ciuc* that, whatever hi. own sen .mints 
„« v be, he think, .t noee..ary the Commute,- should make the 
strictest imp.irv into the fart, above ropro.onted, by culling before 
...,, w i tlt.t other iU'cusers. th.it, if Nobkisseii should 


and so "tied. 


i* hit* own sontimonts 
sliould make the 


, , - ,i. it npfossai v t lie v < >n i m n. i .- 

wav ho, lu‘ tluiiKM u in . c 

.trieto.t imp.irv ...to tlu- faets above represented, by calling before 

then, Ua.nnai.t and the other accusers, that, if Nobktssen should 

appear to then, guilty of any part of -so heinous a charge, he may be 

i.nmediatelv dismissed from bis employment., and otherwise punished 

With the most exemplary seveiity. but that, if mi the contrary In* 

innocence should be. ome manifest and bis reputation be cleared to tile 


lnnoconei 


e satisfaction of the Cumniittu', tliey would tlio. take tl>e news- 
n.easures for his plot. etio» , and the punishment not only of the 


infamous accusers themselves, but of all who shall appear to have 
assisted, instigated, promoted and encouraged so villainous an attempt 
against the life and character of a serv ant of the Hnn'ble Company 
actin'* in so high and important a station. 

The President concludes with acquainting the Committee that 
having reason to believe Ramnaut, the Bramin, and other accusers 
upon this occasion, are the tools and instruments of a concealed 
faction lie had ordered them under a guard, to prevent their being 
tampered with and instructed in their evidence, until they could be 
examined by the ( bnnnittee. 

Cpon this representation from the President, the Committee 
it necessary to their own honour that Nobkisscn’* accusers 


Nobkisscn of 


Cpon this representation from the President, the Committee 
judge it necessary to their own honour that Nobkisscn’* accusers 
should be examined" .a fore them. 

Accordingly, ISainmiut, being called upon, had the following 

questions proposed to him by the President 

y._fn your memorial to tl.o^ Council you accuse Nobkisscn of 
fakin'* and extorting from you money and elfects to the amount of 
30,200 rupees. In what manner, and for what purposes, was this sum 

,akcn from you ' 

!_When 1 was li st under eonlinemeiit, Nobkisscn sent to me, 

and told me to give liim something and lie would procure my release. 
To which 1 answered by desiring'three days to consider of it, and at 
the end of that time I consented to give him 25,0°° rupees. 
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y.- -Who brouylit i uu tin- inoasago from Nobkissmi ' 

] j f e was a 1 igl i ( rul oinrd man ; but I ill'll not know 1 1 i 1 u, n< u 

luivo I seen him si nut* this 1 1 -a ns.lot ion li.i pja nctl. • 

_j» v whom <1 i<l you ivtuni tin- answer that \ on wuulil .tfivo him 

25,000 rupees ' \ 

.l.-ggHv the same man who brought the message, 

( t , _|>, ( v that man stay w ith you for the three days whirl) you 

took to eonsiilei- your answer ' 

J.—I\ r o ; he eaine three days successively, 
o. — 1 >i<l you ever ask the man his name > 

(_I believe 1 ilill ; but l ilo not recollect what it was. 

(J.-- 1 iitl you empiire his employment ' 

A .Ves ; it was that of a Si rear. 

ty._You say in \our memorial that ZN’obkis.sen took from you 

a rino worth 1 t,2<>o rupets. In what manner was this lint; taken, 

and to whom did yon deliver it 

| <),,,. dav that Xolihiss n eaine to me, he embraced me in a 

friendly nanner, and snt down with in*, and desired 1 would Tiring 
conipl;iinN .‘iml ;x i‘Us;i( i<>ns ngainst Mr. <1 ray. Tie likewise asked if 
L rc‘c(‘i\'(*(l mill 11 ndersto<>d the ni(*ss;tgo In* had ■ 1 replied that I 

did, and agreed in ^iu- him >o rupee-;. ( pon which, ho .said 

“ojvo it me.* I told him I had not the money at that time, hut / 
went to inv es< iii mi c and took out the 1 i i ig - , hit'll l ga \ o him, with 
a ni/ai of two gold innlmrs, felling him that I \a lut'd the I'iui; :it 

I I ,££< >< > ru j mm'-. 

(J. Who was present at tin- t i an-a< t ion y 

.1. NoIxkIn . I was then < nnfiiml under a ^uanl 

< t K I low < aim* >onl>ya iin^ of so ^roal value' 

A.- I got it ncai IJenaras, ha\ing purchased il from <‘uiram I leg. 

(/.- Who is that < ’m i am lieu;- ' and where is he ' 

A I l>elie\ e he is ^one to l>elhi. 

(/ - Vou likewise declare in your memorial that in the month of 
Decoinbor 1 7Go he took from you .“><><) gold niulmis. iTi^what manner 
were these niohurs taken, and for \^11at puipnsr ' 

A .—That was also when I was confined. I dc-ircd to have the 
guards reinovi'd. Nnlikissmi answered that I had not- \ et paid the sum 
l promised liim : to which T replied that I had only OOO "old inohurs* 
in cash, which 1 was ready to pay, and accordingly then gave to him. 

V*—Was there anyone present when you gave the money ' 

-I.—2s o ; there was no oik* present. The people won* all sent 
a wav, and f gave the molmrs into his own hands. 
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q _You also say in your complaint that in the month . of March 

1766 you had a further sum of 400 gold mohurs taken from you by 
Nobkissen, who was present when this money was taken ? 

A _i gave these mohurs after my release. Some of my relations 

TieiuK then confined, 1 gave r: the money in consideration of their 
freedom I went to Nobkissen’s house, and Jaggamoan, my Kiama- 
Jur r Kitmutgar 1 ] went with me, and carried the mohurs ; but, upon 
my ’entering on conversation with Nobkissen he retired to a private 
room and did pot see me deliver the money, 
to Q .—Where is Jaggamoan 1 
,f _-He is gone to Maulda. 

q _You further allege that Nobkissen took 500 gold mohurs from 

you in the month of August last, where, for what purpose, and who was 

present when this money was given 1 . 

A _When Nopkissen returned from Patna in August, I visited 

him and he told me that he understood I was turned a great 
merchant and had bought a quantity of cotton and other goods. A 
few days after this conversation peons were placed upon my house ; 
and in two or three days after I was conveyed to the Governor’s 
-house and kept there till 8 o’clock at night. Another day l was 
carried there and detained till 12 in the forenoon Upon this 1 offered 
^ gold mohurs for my liberty, upon which Nobkissen sent to 

order awav tlie peons frpin my house. 

_|jid you ever acquaint any person of the sums extorted fiom 

von by Nobkissen ? 

1 Yes ; I informed my own servants and several other persons. 

(< t _(jail you name any one to whom you gave information > 

1 _I cannot recollect any person ill particular. 

q _You say you were ordered by Nobkissen to give presents to 

the amount of *2,000 rupees to his servants. Was it by his order ? 

A _No, it wasVot by his orders; but 1 gave presents to his 

people in value 2,000 rupees. 

q _You shy you gave the ring in the month of November 1 /6.>. 

Why did you not complain sooner* jif the money and effects extorted 

from you ? . , 

A _ _ .1 wa s confined the greatest part of the time since, which was 

\lie reason I did not complain. 

Q _I)id you not i« the month of August come to Mr. Verelst 

for leave to return to Maulda ? Did not you then owe him money 
for goods formerly bought of him, and for payment of which you 
were pressed, and did you nqt extfuse yourself by pleading poverty f 
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vets Under God. 

^>.—Have you been advised by anfel^ g“.l }|BaPlMatfefc.tt3fei cOnjjHamt I 
A.—No,, it is of tbis # 

month intb'^fctee asgpyiise-He 
said it Was very hard, advised me to tlm-v^JovermiTf- v>f 

Council, and drew up my paper of . 

< l >.—In what particular station do you sferye AIr- BoIwT' - 

A - — I was entertained ifco collect oottit%a3|jf|^^Saiie* in Roomes 
and other places, on promise of being paid?,\lSjO' rafpeeS per month ' 

?' ‘VS'* "VfcX- ^ -A ■ _ »'Fi,■** 

but I liave noj: yet received any 
V-—Have yon yet done an*’ 

A.—He, I have not. I ftav» f ; dagdy gone.tbjpa office to make my 
compliments. • *-’ 

Q .—Have you anything further to allege against Nobkissen 1 

A. - No, 1 have not. s > 

Nobkissen was then called in, and the above evidence being d^ik 
tinctly read to him and Eamnant, he -isjdesired to speak what he has to 
offer in his own defence. Nobkissen accordingly confesses that when 
he went by Lord Clive’s order to Ramnaut about the money he was 
directed by the Governor and Council to refund to the inhabitants of 
Maulda, he then received from Ramnaut a nizar of two gold mohurs. 
He also received from him at another time a nizar of two or three 
pieces of cloth. That as to the ring, he calls upon Ramnaut to pro¬ 
duce a single proof that he ever had or was seen t<> ly.ve such a ring in 
his possession. The names of all the servants of his family at that 
time stand registered in his books. He desires they # may all be 
called upon to declare whether they ever saw the ring mentioned 
or whether they, or any of them, evei»carried any demands for money 
from him upon Ramnaut ; or whether they knew that he had receiv¬ 
ed such sums, or had ever seen an entry in his books of such presents 
as Ramnaut alleges. “Further offers to give a restitution bond to the 
Committee to the amount of 36,200 rupees—nay, of his whole fortune, 
■ should Bamr&ut be able to prove that he ever received or obtained 
from him by presents or otherwise to. the value of a single rupee more 
than the 2 rnohurs and pieces of ploth alfeady mentioned ; and he 
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very justly remarks, the inconsistency that appears in Ramnaut’s 
complaint. Ramnaut was directed Dy the Council to refund 27,000 
rupees. This was in November. 11' was eon lined until he could gic e 
security for that sum. There was no other cause, nor can he ( Ram- 
liaut ) mention another cause aliened for his coiilinement. He 
must acknowledge that he could not either pa\ or give security for 
the payment of 27,000 rupees, which would have procured his free¬ 
dom : and yet he now alleges that he gave Nobkissm to tin 1 amount 
of 30 200 rupees only to intercede for his release. Nobkissen con¬ 
cludes his defence with these wolds; “After he had corrupted me 
with more than the sum In- was ordered to refund, he was still subject 
to the demand; whereas by a proper application of his money he 

might have served every put post* without assistance from me. What 
probability, gentlemen, is there in this story' you are the judges.” 

Nobkissen having* finished his defence, I’amnatli is told that 
every particular of his accusation being Hat ly denied by Nobkissen 
and rendered very improbable by some circumstances pointed out 1>\ 
the defendant, it now becomes necessary lie should produce some 
proofs of the truth of his charge, which he might hi ing with as much 
appearance of truth against any other man as Nobkissen. And, 

being asked whether lie had any pi.fs, he answers: that he has none, 

for that the whole transaction was carried on with the greatest 
privacy . 

Ltamnath was then ordered to letiie. 

Nobkissen desiring that t-'ony tacoor [Ivanai Thaktir '] the liramin, 
his wife, and the evidences mentioned in his petition, might be examined 
by the Committee, before they came to any Resolution, they were ac¬ 
cordingly called in, and the liramin, being asked if he had any matter of 
complaint against Nobkissen, replies no, that he has nothing himself to 
allege, but that hyj had been much pressed and solicited by Ramsannor 
(lose and Nemo < longolee to accuse Nobkissen of violating his wife. 
That lie had been sent for by Nundcomar, who desired he would 
complain o«* Nobkissen to the Board, and said he would assist 

him with money in the meantime, and when the affair was over, 

give him 2.7,000 rupees to compensate him for losing caste. Jle 

further declares that, wrought upon by Nundcomar’s promises and 
the persuasions of Ramsannor Hose and Nemo (longolec, he used his 
utmost endeavour to prevail on his wife to accuse Nobkissen ; but 
she would never give her consent to be the instrument of' ruining an 
innocent man, and that, when he asked Ramsannor Hose and Nemo 
Ciongolee for what pur posh they jvoulcl have him accuse Nobkissen, 
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their anawer whs t,liat lit 1 wmihl bu sued for i al l ying uwa_\ tin 1 £tol<l- 
smith’s wife, and this flesh liiarijf would add a link to the chain. 

■['he Biamin having' linishcd his iledaral ion, Kainsonnai *t I»" 
was called in, and bring informed of the particulars „f the Illumin'* 
declaration, was asked wh.U he had t<* rcph in hi* own defence. 
Accordingly he confesses that he lias l.een to the I trainin'* h .use, that. 

he knew of Nemo < ioiinolec’s attempt to bring tlm llramii.'s wife to 

accuse Nobkissen, but that he himself never interfered in the business 
or spoke upon the subject to the Urn in in or his wife. 

To confront ... dose the I trainin'* wife is called in. She 

declares that she never was an\ w ay injured by Nobkissen ; but th?it 
Ramsannor (tose and Nemo < ion^olee had used every endeavour to 

persuade her and her l.tisband to a. eiise him. That Nemo < longuli*? 

offered to give her .VH» . u pees jot * | jewels'| and _',UO() rupees in money 
if she would consent, and that Nundcomar and Nemo < on *h i had 
worked so mueli upon th.' mind of hei husband la knee piomises and 
offers of mones that he < tin- Ihamii*) even threatened her life 
if she refused to eompK. llowevei, that she still persisted m 
declaring that she would never rtrtn an innocent person, and at last 
finding then- was im end to persecuting her, she sent privately to 
aetjuaint Nobkissen with the designs formed against him by his 
enemies. 

Ivis.sjindebui'S declares befort* file ('otumitteo that he heal d 
Nemo Oongolee soliciting the Biamin’s wife to accuse Nobkissen 
and assuring her that Xundcomar would give Inn- joys and 2,000 
rupees in money if she would consent. 

The same is also confirmed by ( 'aiterain, who relates tin* same 
circumstances as the LJrainin’s wife and Kissandebuss of the shave 
N undcoinar has in this transaction. 

0 

The several evidences being now dismissed, the Select Committee 
proceed to the following; Resolution, viz .— 

That the charge brought against Nobkissen by «Ramnaut is 
neither confirmed by proofs nor coA’oborated by circumstances, and 
that it rests entirely upon the bare asset tion of a man already convict¬ 
ed of avowed perjury before tin* Council, and who appeal s to be instigat- m 
ed by a faction and impelled by resentment to make this daring 
attack on the character of a person countenanced and protected by the 
Government'. 

That, therefore, Ramnaut, as a just punishment for his having 
forged and published a false, scandalous, and malicious libel, be sent 
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hax o pioniotod. instigated, and 
forged a.-.-.,-at,on- again-t Nol.ki—on h.\ largo p, on,ism- of money 
and pro-out-, xxithaxmxx of gri. t/f x i n g h i- personal re-eiitinoiit anil 
indulging mi i 11 1 1 i g 11 i n g di-p< t-i 1 1. >l., -ha 11 l,r oi dr rial hx tin- 1 l . sid. " t 
-t rirth to rontinr hi,ns. If to hi- o xv „ house, ami in fn.nir to avoid 
—imli prarticc-, on pain of forf.dting tlm Con.panx ’s protect an, and 
f.ring d. livrrrd oxrroo tlm « iovrr.mmnt for su. h p„„i-lu,m„t as Ins 
orinm- may hr thought to ileserx 

That the /ennmliir hr desirnl hy the President to inflict surl, 
punishment upon Kan, 11..-golds,njtli, and Urn otlmr rvidrnre upon that 
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Ineii lent :t I t <‘~t i i non \ . <>l a ~trikin 
of Nuhki — oll ami of llie joal<>u~v 
found ill a letter alleged to have la 
Xudjum-ul-1 >o\\ halt to Nuiuunmr. dt 

Translation of a la-ttei .. the Nal>. .1 

.Maharajah N mid t 'uonyr, dat id the -,lli ot slem 


t'l'.l 


the 


base attempt to i 
ent person 

Netuo (iollgulec. an?! tin 1 

Nundeiinaltti! stir up and 
therm-d a n?l then turned 


O kind, of tin- in ll lienee 
roused h\ it. i' to lie 
.,•11 \\ i i t t ell I IN Na \N a I » 

it ed April 1 Till!. 

A ml ] u in - u 1 - 1 >o\\ la 1 1 to 
I of the 7th N eat 


l*’l ft h I h‘i m u t t : 
to t and i ejuiee to hear of 
1 met hold e (the 

a do, u ) a i id t f'UUill t'amae 


(the Bth of April, 1 TTti). i \ppendlN to tin 
I had the ph-asllle to receive >o,u h 
jfotiv wolfiue. Thank Cod I am aho o l 

Nabob Ameer-el ... Sa 1 m t .1 n n g hd 

( M U . ISOO.-tlh M 111 U k Ceneod 1 lahadoo, )*.at I Masse, a ml the} , -coin .ed 
me lery ki.ldlv . < »., t he It It 11 1 I .sl»a U t < 1 he -M h . .t \pid) ho I -Old-hip 
(he Cmie.al and M, Sikes annul a, the K.lla Tlte Ihgum, my 
mother, sent llajee Saandut to ,all those gentlemen m he,, and aim, 
much solicitation pieNailed on them to a, cep.. her a 1 >•' 1 r u fin 

her seal for live lacks of ...pees m .ends, rupees ami gold na nus, 
this r have written for > our info, mat m,, With ieg.il, to " 

write me, that 1 should make kimnn ,„> re,.-Is n. us hmdship 

through the Central. 1 mil follow >..m ... N ..1k .s-c, _ ... 

slue, having waited on me ahmit business, made m.u.v p.ohssm.ts 

fidelity and attachment to me and then . in a loiindahout manne, 

to the' point and spoke mwh ol the gn at eonfideme ..I 111 

his hmdship. In short. Iron, the tenor d l„s , . v c t-a t. 

it appears that there is . m g i ea t e t' n , , 1 it vt h h,s 

hordship than he ,s . a.dinglv he said ... me "Bud, d the hughsh 

Counsellors and gentlemen of rank as vvme m> fitends Time , a Used 

to he raised to digmt, and . 1 IV - nl h ip, and Air. 

Cor.,,. Ciav and others, who. through then pr.de and sd tll„-.e..e> , 
did not consider me hut boreal, e,units town,ds me, them I have 
caused to be it, sit.h a manner discredited and debased that thev have 
been turned out of 11,,-i r cmplov me., t s and at 1 ? gone to lent ope. In 

like manner Mi. Sumner, who was my eiiemv , 1 have . .ms < to h 
totally disregarded and neglected. As his late K.x. diene, looked upon 
me as a faithful dependent of his own, »?id showed me mud, lav mu , 
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so do vou also reguvd me- as one of your s,fv S u.ts and well-wishers 
and frcelv acquaint me will, all your ’wants and l.y the h ess.ny of 
, !o d i will accomplish them. 1 am your well-wisher and 1 will do 
for you what is not in the power of any one else. ’ 

As you, my friend, aic much heller acquainted than 1 am with 
the situation and circumstances of persons in Calcutta, I heg you will 
speedily inform me, whether what Nohekissen has been telling me of 
his own consequence and relative to Mr. Sumner and Mr. Cray, etc 
, s really trim m not and speedily give me ym.r adv.ee m what 
'manner I should l.ehax e to him and what presents I should 
make him. Although he professes attachment for me and desires me to 
employ him in the management of my concerns ; yet as 1 am eredi . .V 

informed that lie is closely ..ecled with the "Nail. ( Mohamed lleza 

Khan) that the Nail, has paid him u-» handsomely and is often 
sendi.m him Mtriuna kinds of goods and he is ,n conse.,uence sincerely 
attached to him and is frequently engaged night and day ,» consulta¬ 
tion with him, 1 therefore do,not give any credit to the piotcssums he 
makes me, m.r w ill 1 knowingly sutler myself to he imposed upon. 
Consider this mattci maturely, and write me your nth ire concerning 
it and 1 will act accordingly. 


Tin- -it 1 .staii<u• <>r tin- letiei- and tin- taint.ul -t.nreo from 
which it come-, namely Nnnn.inar. malm it doubtful tl it t- 
o,.inline, and. n--uming tlmt il i-.genuine, if it i- teraeiou-. 

It was <qi<|uired into by I 11 >■ ( ... i It ee a ( . | .< >i n I e. I to impure 

into the nature, state, ami condition ol the Ivu~I Imlia < otn- 
pany. ami the Fifth lieport sC forth the < lepo-i t i. un of 
Mr. Francis Svke- and l.ord (disc. It i~ he-t to .piote the 

/pa/,**/ mi( ri-r/'ii of the d i~l i n <i n i~h<u I tleponents. * 

Is, 177 : 1 , AV/.C/.rc «./ ,S'.//,-s, /;<•/. 

• •Was you piesent With I ...id < liseand Crucial Canine, thy Sth 
of April 17bt> at any visit paid the mother <•! N m I ju m-ul I h.wlali >. 

"I was there upon a \ i-it with l.ord fuse; cannot recollect 
whether Gemual Cumae was then- in imt there was a third person.” 

“ What passed thcic (' 

“ After the usiiaV coni pi iuicnt>, the iimthtr presented to his hold- 
ship a teep for the sum «>f (1 thuik) live lakhs of inpees, declaring at 
the same time that she had reserved it for his boidships own use by 
the particular request of -M.eer .Faciei' before his decease, and that the 
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i L 


XhIk. 1, hud into.idc-il to liavc presented it himself in lie bail 

survived till his T-tordship s arrival. 

“ L>id you speak the language sutlicieiit to understand aM that 
was said (" 

“1 did ; and was the person my-seTf that interpreted ; there nmih 
another person present, who umViMooil Kn K li.b as well as IV.'huu. : 

his name was jS ol)>-ki nn ''/1 . 

Fifth llrj.vrt , Ksidenei- of Captain Swinton (p. 

O Do you believe this letter, upon viewing it with ail its circm.- 
stanees, to be a genuine letter from the Nabob Xmlj urn - ul- 1 towl.il, to 
;N undeoinar y '' 

“ I have some doubts about U, lmt wish to eonsider it more at 
leisure before \ give an opinion. I think it unlikely that the Nahoh 

would write to Nundeoniar in the style he does eoneei n mo - 

as K ivi»B him information, which I should suppose he s willae- 

,pointed with before, Nobokissen having been hmy m X undeomar s 

service 1 .'’ 

O Was Xobokissen made a. l>!i.|i 
“ 1 have heard so. and believe be was. 

If ili<- is-u<-s a- In tin- oenuim-m-~~ and tin- trutldul- 
u ,.ss of tin- letter are lei. .undeeide.L th.‘ I'm-. can only 
be reoretted. A certain eonelii'iot, is |,«»—only ->n 
pertain evidence. and if the available e\ idei.ee i~ mdrri'it i‘, 
the idea of a deliniti- M-rdiet mn-t be abandoned. 

Ten years before N tin, omar's ease, another lli.nl,t. not a 
Ural,min,' however, Uu, a /,hy..W/t. had been iru-d lor f.u^erv, 
eotuirled and -en,en<-ed to death. The ^at.-.e -nhahtt.ud - 
of ( 'ale u 11 a -td.mi.led two p.-titioi.s pray,no that the 1>« 

Hi- Maie-tv I'or.niercv. 1 n< 


ollowin ■ 


m i oil t he recommended to Hi- Majesty 

first, siom-d l.> hi persons..!- ev ideneed -y tl. 
record : - 

At „ ,..,n*}n.'tio„ Mor./, I Ith, Idi-V 

o The principal black inhabitants of the l*l-i«? b^id in the following 

1 1 t* _ t t under sentence of death for 

petition m favour of a ^ , OXO c U tion of the same and re- 

forgerv, soliciting; we would dot. i tm 

commend the delinquent to His Majesty Jot mercy. 
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I n riiK Hon ! h!,k John Si’knckii, Ksp* , 

l /, <{v\, ('(Kfin'/t (-ft /•'"/*/ M l f / ttf /h + llftH'ftt? 

Tlio I I iimlilr IVtition of the N ativo 
iiilial.ilantN of ( 'alriilla together 

with Mn i lhuits, r.aniaiiN, and 
i»t hfi h u 1 h>m‘ <*slatfs. mtcri'^ts, or 
ha hi t a t ions ait* in an\ part of tin* 
KiiiyiloniN of llonjgal, r»<‘har, ami 
( )i isva, within tin* j n risdiot ion <>f 
t n«- I'h^IinIi 


S r i k w Kin 

That Vour I Vt tti<»tirn. lining lnfornnd ot tin- condom nat ion to 
death of Wad.n hui n M.-tiv, -iand-on of Col.iniam Metre, formerly 
Zt-niinda r * »f ( *a hu t t a and a f a 1 1 h f n 1 set \ a n t ol tin* Kin; 1 mh, foi having 
lit>rii i n^t ninifiital in wrilinu a j»a}n*i to piocun 1 him a -mu of nionov 
f i om < 'o]a Suloinon. ilecr.iMil. hcin<g undo! tin* nm-t inexpressible 
all! it t ioi i ami vr i n- f, 1 >ejjr I oa \ *• t«> till n\\ thftmfh **s at vou i f • ■« t t < * i ii t mat 
von will -how m«*i« \ to tin* unhappy doliinpiont b\ 'i sm '4 whato\ot 
means n la \ i *< v m t" \ imi |fondni‘ss ,md limnamtv to s,i\ o his lito 

Yoni lN*l,tn»noi n h 11111 1 > l\ lopm^ont that tin mdiappx dehinpient 
l> ono of the 1 m-m families in tin* pl.no who ha\e filled . < • t di < 1 o n t la 1 
eiiipl<'\ s in tin* I I • 'iioul al >le < i tiapan\ — soi \ in 1 with f i d e 1 1 1 \ to the 
lloiioiu alile ( 'oinpan\ .mil <a i‘dit to theinsi'lves that thi*~. f;i n 11 1 \ i 
nuinefous and oonnoitod with n »a n \ coiisidi'iaMi* t a n 11 1 le.s iri the 
ruiuiti v , that sin h an loiioiiiinions piinislnucnt a*- that t<> whnh the 
delinquent n now -onteiu«d l.emu mill- tol upon him will draw ruin 
on all i oimoot. d with him l*\ tin- dm_rt.i««* »* "dl hrimj; upon thru, , 

and their is tin* ; ^n.it«-st rea-on to .ippiehmd tin* mo-t dicadful 
(■MiiM'iiueiii os to tin-ill t ) om tin* doNpau whnh t'l "in tin maxim-- of our 
religion, tln*\ mu.-t ho thrown into -o that i'n tnith tin* punisliment 
will not fall liea\iei s ini tin* delinquent han on ill hi- ft lends and 
ml at ions. 


Vour .. f 11 it h o i I><**» leave to reiinuist rate that, although 

tile delinquent has l,een eon\ icted/if a L! i oa I ormio, \ ot siii'li punish 
nient wan novel known to ha vo heen infliotod for an ollom e of that 
nature in this —ot t h* ti n*n t l>efor<* \ceording to tin* laws* of our 

j-ount l \ , hi- orimo is m*\ oi punished with death, hut with a fine. 
The doliinpiont was t In" of oi o igmn.mt of t In* h • * i n o u s m *ss o f the olfenee 
Having ho on brought up in tin* religion ami opinions of Hindoos, ho 
no ti I d toi in no ot hoi notions of things hut from t heir maxims and 
euwtoins. These rendered Ins otfenee not mortal, and no instance had 
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U.fotv occurred to inform l.hn of llif- M-veri.x of Hm English hi»% »f 

the tenor and form of \vl i i'l i tin* do 1 1 in pion t xx a- -" totallx 

tl.ilt lm did not aval! himself ,.f "l rem ,, -l a n ro- «,hi, I, V"" . .. 

are info.mod would have made oiv.it l.x in hi- 

Von, - I’oti. iniiois tho) .'loro hiimhlx jnt.v.,. that t&.* ". 

Hoard will tako tho unhappy ea-oof t h r del, m p m n t ml" 

ful eonsidera t ion : and that .. xx , 11 into .. tor tho d.-limpum, xx .« h 

I I is Ala lost v tho Kino of Croat Ihitam. re- |.ootmo , In- exeft«t m,, .,1 • 

,o„U.„, o until Hi- Majesty * «raeiou- ploa-u.o its hm«,i 

And your Hytilmners -hull ox or prfix 

i 7 | s t 1 >< • i i i < * v * N 111»i■ 11 

f‘H signature- m e «j»j»oid< d, t m - . 

( M main ) ] 


Tin 


•uni 


i o 11, m 1 1 ■ \ I'd |»'i'.. 1 *11* ■" 1 "Mow — : 


I ./o/ooo-y/ 1 7' lo | 

“Tho I Im u 1 > 1 o 1 ’ot It loll of 1 h. Natlio 
I nlial at a lit - of ( 'aloir t "iwt lo r 

aith lint Meirhant-, 1 la 11 \ an-, and 
,,tlf*l - \\ lii'Hi' o-tato-, intovo-t-, or 
ha I a t III loll- aio in a n x part of tlm 
* K iiiTdoni-ot llonyal, llaliar, < M ira, 

XX it 111 II tho (III f-d lot loll of tho Knits 
1 i'li 

..m ^. : :7,r.:; 

Kadarhurn Mdiv. vi.i"d-i, < o , 1 . n o 1 ot .o " 

Calcutta, do,,,,,.an.da, f xx I-load.x aUaehmrnl and . ,xn, - ,o t o 

KnoliU, aro .... to I-xx a - oo„do„, nod ,, 

death at tho Conoial Ijuailoi So —mn- to, tho loxnnl ' ' ‘ , 

hold on tho dax and da 1 o a f o.-.-i, , d. 1 - , n “ ....In U-d ha and . o„x n tod of 

• . i ...... i i • \ >\ 11 l. *i w .mt .it i»t ■ i n li. 

4*1*, ,1,4“ 4 »t' NN lilt'll !»«• 1 '-t 1 ■ I I l " . • 1 \ I 1 » * » ‘ ' 1 1 

, , , i,l, 1 ,,. x. t i i od 1 -xxo 1 a- tho utanlioi 

aoipiaintod xx ,tl, tho laxx l,v xx hiol, lo x ,-t,,.n. , 

of do fond i 11 “ him.-olf and pi"' my hi- 111 nooonoo i- 

.... 

Vnlll lot 1 I loll o 1 - Iholol.m 

enn-ternat ion, a-t on i-l i n.oi 1 1 , a lid ox on pan n k xx 1 1 I. . " ‘ '' ' ' 

u, all parts undor tin- d oi. 111 n, t loti ot tho Knyli-ia-o 
example of Kadarhiiin Metro. 

I 1 1 ere folloxx .- a loliy \lunmo!,, o.i.lho.n-e | 

V...,r IV,Kim,or- t herofo, o 1,,, ,1.1 y pra.x this Hon hh- Hoard t 

..rant U,on, a ,oter-i,l "f the -aid -ento.we, a- it xx a- ... on, ■ 

time, and yrant the prisoner a rehearal, o* if that ,a„,n„ he "Maine, 
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that they will at least respite the execution of tlio unhappy ton 
(k'limica crtiituiv till rojx.i t bo made thereof to His JM.ajc-«ty of Cheat 
l.ritain anti low nu.st xiaeiims (.lea-sme known tlioteili. And, fnitliei, 
your iVtitionors jiray that tin- law s to which tliey are to bo .subject 
may be translated into the lletigallv tongue, that they may be enabled 

to know w hilt will maki* tlu*m ulmoxiou.s thereunto. 

Signed 1 JJo <>f tin- piincipul native inhabitant!-; 

J “ >subkisf-,en Mooum 1 ^ signs. U'he li:st '•eems s-uibsatanti;i 1 ly 
the sinie sis in the pre\ loins Petition, and aNubkisscn occupies 
* practically the* same position, if indeed }in \ thing depends 

on that.'] 

d’ho petition^ li:i\e a \aluo of their own a- i 11 u-t ra t i n »_>, 
lli<> life and -<-n t i l n< n 1 - of tho~e day. old they arc also 
relex a n t a* lhr\‘ a r. * both s i o n < 1 d by N uhki^'xii. llu 1 pet i — 

tioim wore sueei-ltd. Tin- record pr< teem U : 

U ll4 onler to xix e til.-so j.eojile ti.o fullest uonviet ion ol our lenity 
as well as justice, and in boj.os.4bat Ibis man’s condemnation will alone 
l,o a su (licient cxainj.lc to dolor otbois li <>m 11 io eo mm issii, n of t ho 
l,ko ollonoo, which is not hold s,, heinous in their eyes. 

It isagiofd to o.iiijilx with thou appl ii at ion, and tiiat ho be 
accordingly respited till the King's pleasure is know n 

< >l dried thotoforo that tlio Seerotary do roijuiie fioin the t’lelk 
of the* Peace ;l eojo of the jnoeeedings ol the Sessions and transmit the 
same together with a copy of the petition of the inhabitants in order 
to be laid before I fix .Majesty.’ 

Some idea of Xidiki"i“ii"> pecuniary condition, of I lie 
extent of hi~ re \ entte j nr i ~d iet ion and of Itix general po~ition 
ill tl\e count r\ from 17bl> to 1772 may .lit* gatlirrt'd from the 
follow ing items o 1 account and remarks gleaned I t om official 
record' : 

A. i-e< milts a. f I >e tiagejx.or Ifistints (Ajntl 11, ITlib to Aj>ril b >, 


1 t <)<-»). t 

“ 1 »y ( 'liaiges < iciieliil . .. 

S unat 

Liu pees. 

Nobkissen, Cvc. ... 

... 1,800- 

11 O’ 

“ liy money, l>orj«*wed at interest 

;md paid to 

tlie following 

people, rt. : — ••• * ' 

Su nut 

R u pees. 

is obokisscit 

« 

... 1 ,ooo 

... „ 




land t 'i iv< 


j\I AlI.VliA.I AIL Nl'l)K[!«SHN liAllADlTt- 

l>l'H|,TC ( ors'Sl l.TATIO.V, •/'< I'llDlf/ 20, 
statement <>f “ K.xvenses tieneral ot my voyage t< 
In trr <rt i" ■ 

Deceived from Nol, Kissan for 1«> leases sold l.im 

I)o. for the following nazer jewel* and dresses *old, 

, sundry dresses, small jewels and pearls 
l pallamp.een received from the Nabob of Muradabad ... 

I pallamp.een .eeeived from the Nabob of A reot ^ 


it*;?. 

>• I ntlia.*’ 

:$,< x >< > 

:*.< x x ) 
x x > 
1,500 




>ct. 


i <oy 
s i<> 


K 


1 1,3 l<> 


[Probably, l.owex er, it ,s the lo lenses that are n.eaut I 

t<» N ol >1<isson- ] 

Pi mm; < '"Jm i.iation, An.pi-l 2b, Id’ 
Account of the Pro\inee of < 'aloutta 

On the creditor side is this enln ; 

“ Paid Nubkissen the amount ot sundry t is- 

bursements made by him WnVw »""* ^ , , 

on,-fin hi* litimlx ■■■ ■ . • •• • ’ (Siee 

The aeeount ,s dated Kuirr Wm.oam, M . 1 ,.r, I 1 7 <>*• 

The Collector Oeneral of the time was K.ehard In 


P. 

i; 

a Us.) 


At Si 

Was submitted “< helat aeeount 

11th April ITbP. to the loth Ap.il 
eolleeted for (lefni.i ing the Annual < 
people in public employment at tile 
i eeeivi ng any new appointment^* 
niittee by Air. Pichard Ileelier, Pes 
documents, P.eeher’s eo\ erinj- lettei 

28, 1770. 

< )ne lu.*atli 

“ Nubkisscn, t 'aw 11 too, and pe. 

Mr. Sykes ; 

Nubkisseu ... 


■a.i'A r < '< >mm rr i'Ki:, A/nt/ 28, I . , o. 
for die P.engal > ear 1 173 or from 
170.7, beingjA-l.e amount of a cess 
'barge of Dresses presented to the 
time of the I *. >om*d. and on their 
TraiiMnilted to the Select t'om- 
lide.it at the Durbar, with other 
being dated Moidepore, March 

,ple belonging to land t'liie ami 
• ... 7.10 [Sicca rupees]. 



AuvAN'CHMKNI' in 


I jke i i' to 1 < .(*. 


I,ike Account for Bengal .'ear 1 1 < -* ( April l'>, !<<>< l " A,,r1 ' 

Xybkissen ami sundry people in tlm ser'ice of the liesulcnt I Mr. 

SvkesJ . . 

x . , . • ’ (Sicca rupees). 

N iibkisseii * • •. * • • ■ 

(iocul H usual ... • • •• b > ()<) 

LVdnn buehen, l L’udina Iam1ii.ii 'j N<*1>- 
kissen s L'aislikar ••• 

. 7- 

Sr * _A ' 

Nul.ki^eiiv ami <Soeul <Som.iI - Mum-1.'- 
Uke amount f-.r Bengal ,u« UTM A !'* ' 1 11. ' - "N, to 

Apl x!.ll!s-en <loe. not ,.p,«.r mule, the heading ..1 « »*..l.l.. Servants 

„[ Mr Cartier and the lb-side.,., ' hut hi- na.l, does, Ihu- 

., - t ... I ,.»<>< > (p>icca 

Uaboo Kam I aunt 

Puehend, U'udma la'-hun Niuh ol 
1 ' aun <; I l rupees). 

N obkis'-en ••• '* . .. ... 

i i t<» < April I 1, 17(1!), to April in. 
Pike anmmit lor Bengal \< ai 1 

1 1 the tioveino. and PesuUni 

. - Pill >1 a rte. 'ant- ot tin (Sl cca 

Uajah Nohkis.in jeon rupees). 

( iocul t losaul. etc 

\ r SKtif.l T CoMMtlTKI-,, ./nix’ 1», I - 
Was lead letter fio„, Mr. Knhard lieele r. lies,dent at tin- lh.rhar, 

.kited MoUepur, •’;; 1 ;; u ; d .; i :;;; HUuiers , ,p | lecher "rites .--...The 
and twenty-,ive thousand rupees remains to he 

:::;'ucd icthc - n-m- .. , - s " ,,ou “ 

should he paid l.> one party m- oth er. 

\ 1 - Sn H T t'llM'llTTKK, Sr/>t'•>»/»■>• l-»> 1 ' 1 1 '• 

..> 

.~ |T “' J - 7 " 1 

“s .a.-...a,... 

.. 

„f ( 5,1 1,201-7-I’Jt-Sl i email. ax halam . . _ __ 

’ Mr. Ihchiud Bechet sueeeti,led mV- Sykes on January », 1™>. 
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t went v-live th..liquid rupoo4 is fr«*m tlx- 1*t >>s «•»’ V.tkerahs «>r 

N iicUli-n, ssld.h t lx 1 {;« pill a--e,1- «»- nolle,-ted >-.v Nol.ki — -,, and the 
, lt |uT fmniWH whilst llu-s li.id tlx- u»«na foment of tin- , oll.». t mu¬ 
ll it hot to Noliki — .-n and tin- tai iimr- have yison no -ati-fa.lol s •insssor, 
not- pnidm.'il ,i. .hiiiiiW of wind thes i «iU,\ did eoltoel. Vhi* they 
a inis should l.o ol.lRt.-d to do. and to as sshalosoi '-alamo mas 
appear ju-tls duo fi mil thorn, so that I Hatter m.sSelf at h-a-t a «i eat 

pall of thi-. -Hill mas ho re.osoied. 

Statomont of lioson.io.of tho Potty Mahals fo, iho Ponoal soar 

1177 ( I 77* > 7 I ). •-lioss i no al-o t ho i olloot ion of t ho toi oooino' yo;u . 

Opposite thodiMii.t "Iss a poor, ’ ■- Itaiali Nohki— on" isontpied 
1U the eol.II,in headed '• Names of t ho Ta lookda, s a ml I ’loprietors 

Sn oil rupee- 

the land-. . . _ 

--Not Peveiiuo settled to ho i on-i s oil tor 11.0 1, 10..-1. 
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- I ‘omission m,anted on a, . ou.it of the I'ani.no 
and dreadful oalani'ls of the season 
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( a-imha/ax the -ioth August I77 l! 

1 1h* follow ill-* I >iM*i 1Vt ^ and K * > 11 1 h; ‘ n<K 

,,f ropon-ihlo people, shall . o.itinuo to pay then lent- at the Kl.al-a, 
|, ut suhjeet to the Pros me,at Poult- of \dasvlut e-tahl,-hed at Mooi 
>1 hm l;il »«ul, t't - 

, 4 , v K.u.i < i » nu ilass. 

l>‘ >»*“, At . • • • J 

lleekapore (or Me. hapore). AO.. No .. Noliokissen. 
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<H APT El l V. 

Aojl'ISITION OF S(JO’l'AM'TTV. . 
appears from a petition of Un.ja Nnbkissen, 'luteal 


.Inly 17 7:’), that In* lia«f already keen appointed Talukdar of 
Xowpara ami some other villages. On tin* occasion of a 
resistance to tin* exercise of hi- rights a- suc-h Tn* ^uhnuttoj 
a petition as will appear from tin* following proceeding : # 
y,-tra<t of the I’roeeeiti e<je of the Khalsa of the -Kith J"l>/ 1 / <3. 

Bead the following Petition from Rajah Nobkissen : — 

To the Worshipful Ricbaxl Barwell, Ksq., Superintendent of the Khalsa. 

Tiik IIfmiii,k Pktltion of Rajah Nohk ipkkn. 

Siikwktii , . . 

That OHO Mullick Abdul Wayad lately complained against your 

Petitioner at the Khalsa, setting fort* that your Petitioner was only 
a Waddadar, but not a Talukdar, of Noparrah, Ac., villages, where¬ 
upon Philip Milner lucres, Ksq., then Superintendent, summoned, 
your Petitioner to appear at the Khalsa and make his answer. \ our 
Petitioner accordingly waited there, and proved by the Nabobs 
sunnud that he really was the present Talukdar of the said villages, 
and accordingly on the 7th dune la*st a decree was given in his (your 
Petitioner’s) favour, since which your Petitioner received a Perwannah 
from the said Khalsa to make the New Years Pooneah. lie dis¬ 
patched the same with his people to the said \ illagos to put it in execu¬ 
tion. Your Petitioner's people arrived at the ditlerent villages and 
made the Pooneah, but at the principal village of the said Taluk the said 
M ullick and his people*wou!d not permit them to make the Pooneah, 
pretending that the said village was liis the satfl Mullick’s (t’onnah 
Barry) or dwelling-house, which surprised your Petitioner to find that 
he should make a dwelling-house of a village or market, ttyi rent of which 
your Petitioner regularly paid flovernment yearly ever since he 

has had the said Taluk, besides the assistance he has repeatedly given 
to the said Mullick, by which he is a sufferer of no less than seven or 
eight thousand rupees. Your Petitioner most humbly begs you* 
Worship will be so gracious as to order the saW Mullick together with 
his peoplfc to be In-ought to the Khalsa, where they may be made 
an example for disobeying the Perwannah and preventing your Peti¬ 
tioner’s people from making the Pooneah. 





Ae<^jg^.e® of wooTAifvxTe y«, ^afe. :v > 

*4ufy Dc^pd aha-lt ^y^i* pray, Htid^ 


^.m th&*.c 

T«iH' them 


3yr«li4 .to tlM Ruler for the tirae 

&& *» AfcfttMflipfae **** : - That 


*»ng at.b 


ffTip 1 1 ~ m |I [■---■ • for Ahe 

nfillHlJI jlV Vji* -**» ’■ g*** 1 **» d a 
’Esd&$ig t of wllich he would 


piif'. ^aadvitew ^ r'i H ifl ffh; 'yj ^N i teH^V fgtfwtd. .Mt^d with content to 
his religious'dirties. QPhe Ruler for fcbe time, considering liia re¬ 
presentation: as ..tending to a commendable end, favoured him 
with, a Kunnud for the .TaUukdfcrry of Noparrah, &c. Three 
.y e^*^;j«^:.jaowselAj^^.*^n«E^ jfchift,-. happened, during which period the 
h0S&&if*tfr ■ W^cinfc«aM*od the revenue without a 
single clai nYaht ttt»lr«t : «*&>ti me Mulliek Abdul Wahed 

« makes pretensions to ^kjs. s^t ShU«k and sets teth that Maha Rajah 
Nobkissen has forcibly 1 dispossessed him. Whereas the usages of the 
country admit not the reversing of the orders of Rulers, Mr. Dacres 
having this in view, decreed Nobkissen to continue in the Taluck. 
If the abovementioned ^Cnlliok reflects on his former right to the 
Talookdaigfy, I submit it to you, Sir, whether the sum of 10 per cent, 
on the Jifmma of the Malgezarry shall be fixed on him or not, and 
whether his houses and gardens on which there are no ryots, hut 
simply trees,-should not remain in his possession. 

Upon this Report the Superintendent came to the 
following con cl —- . 

TJajg Superiiitend«*d;' til>eerVes that, whatever irregularity there 
^rq fiA.ha.tie heen<in the first grants, yet the length of time wllich ha% 
^fosed since those,were issued, and, the usages of the country in the 
above sentiments delivered by the-Raylayan, render it necessary in 
established rights throughout the country not to make any deviation or 
alteration, hut upon the most mature consideration and under the 
most weighty circumstances. It likewise appears that the grant 
obtained of this Tall uck has not proceeded from any particular or 
.private- views of the person who solicitedthetmjbut, merely for , the 
Auppoi’t of the religious and the^ingtitution oU%'.-TlfWpO£ Shewa6-»_an 
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application to attch an end evidently points Out. that no private 
emolument has been the object. !Havii% Superin¬ 

tendent proceed* ««» observe upon the otlifer part »f Mi-ba Hfijah’s 
cfentimenta, thjwfc nitdsr.rights so confirmed it fe,,usd»l fbr person .gfe© 

hold *° as are obiigfed to yield to 

the order* o£ Go^efchment—such an allowance as is estimated suffi¬ 
cient for their support; and that the criterion at which it is usually 
fixed throughout the country is lOper cent., on the Jumma of the lands 
granted away, and to oontinue to them «*a» allotments of ground^ 
ten and. twenty bighaa, with, their houses. XJxafc the JutiJBia ot 
parrah, etc., is rupees 1,832-13-11. As this stipend, thougb agree&fele 
to the custom of the country,.from the smallness of the Tallfickaffords 
but a mean support and. wili aoarely preserve the late Talukdar above 
the distresses of want, it is judged but equitable^Jpf the Talook ia an 
improving one, instead of 10 to allow 20 per cent., equal to 360 rupees 
per annum. Further, that whatever ground m ay be Kauridge, end 
for which he can produce propqr and authentlaate^|Sp^nuds Amder';i^ie 
Government seal, shall remain to hilftj an d, to render his situatiofi 
further easy, that the ground that,may be specified in these ^unqdrier 
shall altogether be increased to 100 bighas ; that an abstract of this 
proceeding he transmitted to Ilajah Nohkissen: Mullick A.bdul 
Wahed, being called upon to answer to the complaint on account of his 
raising disturbance and opposing the. order ofi. Government to make 
the Bundabust of the ensuing year and hold the Mofussul Puneah in 
the village of Mullick Bung, replies that it is a separation that took 
place long since, and does not appertain to the Talook. Being asked to 
whom it pays its rents, he replies : to himself. It appears too obvious 
from this that he would willingly evade a compliance with the orders 
of Government and depri\y; the Talluck of a part of its rights by divid¬ 
ing them from the other parts. The Superintendent remarks that this 
is obvious, because no private collections are allowed to be made in any 
place without the particular order from Government ; yhat, without 
he can produce some order of this nature, he cannot be entitled' In."any 
' respect to the pretended right he adduces of a separate collection. 

On the 5th November 1777 the Board [Warren Hastings 
and Council] resolved “ that Raja Nobkissen possesses no 
legal right to the villages of Nowparah, Ohundaleah and 
Baugmulliok and decreed that they are the legal inheritance 
of Mullick Abdul Wahed ” who was to be possession of 

them. The petition of Raja l|oWkh^la cbmplahjing of this 
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order is a remarkable document, 
wence and capacity oE reasoning 
as an autobiographical record, 
follows • • 


It exhibits his intelli- 
and has special interest 
The petition runs as 


Fort William, the 181// November 1777. 


To tiik Honourable the Gov 


RKNOTl-i JKNKBAL A N' I ■ ('Ol'NClL OF Hf.VKNI >-• 


The Humble Petition of 

Maiiabata Nabkissen Hahadoob 


ShF.WETH :- 

That on the 6th instant your petitioner received a verbal message 
by his Vakeel from the Superintendent of the Klialsa acquainting him 
that your Hon’blo Board had come to a determination to dispossess 
your petitioner of hi* Talook of Nowapara and to reinstate the former 
possessor, Mullick Abdul Willed, therein. 

That your petitioner wholly unacquainted with the reasons or 
grounds whereon such determination is founded and not conscious 
either of any defect in his original title or of having done any act 
whatsoever to vitiate or avoid the same, humbly craves leaA e to le- 
present the very great hardship and severe, though he submits it, 
undeserved reflection such determination if carried into execution 
would be oil him, and draw the attention of your Honorable Board 
to tlie following brief state of facts which lie humbly hopes and doubts 
not will prevent tlie same : 

That your petitioner derives his title to the ITalook in Question 
under a sunnud from Government in the Bengal year one thousand 
one hundred and seventy-six or Hughs!, year 1769, which sunnud was 
duly granted to\him according to the established custom of the 
country in consideration of his long and faithful public services as per 
note at the foot hereof (Reference A) and of his relinquishing at the 
desire of Government a grant.he had before obtained of tlie Per- 
gannalis Koymungal, &c., which the Hon’blc Company were about that 
time desirous of taking into their own hands. 

That the said sunnud was afterwards, on a suit being instituted 
by the present claimant to set aside the same, fully recognized and 
examined, and duly and judicially confirmed, by two successive decrees 
of the Superintendents of the Khalsa, the first pronounced by Tliilip 
Milner Dacres, Esq., tlie 7th of .Tune 1773, and the second liy Richard 
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Bar well, Bsq. (now a momber of your ITon’ble Board) on the 26tli 
July following, men whose abil.tfes and experience in the laws and 
customs of the country, your petitioner humhl.v presumes, can no! be 
called in question ; and who were then, in virtue of tlnur others, in¬ 
vested with competent authority, and tin* only proper judges to act 
and determine in the premises. 

That ever since the granting of the said sunnud you, petitioner 
hath been in possession of the said Talook, hath duly exercised every act 
of ownership therein, and regularly paid all demands ;«,d revenues 

1 .ci in the faith and justice or 

clue in respect thereof, and eoniiclin^ 

Government hath heen at considerable expenses in impioviii, 
same and in making purchases contiguous tin i< to, &i. 

That the granting of* the said sunnud was the sole and x oh > 

act of Government for the good and valuable considerations aforesaid, 
and in conformity to the established custom of the count, y 
cases, for time immemorial used, and approved (many mstances hereof 
among numberless others which might einimeiatec , > 1 and 

tioner hath put down at the foot hereof Beference ») ; 

as in the obtaining the said sunnud uo impos' ion, < our pet ;_ 

practice whatsoever either lias Been^ or can Ae *■ the terms 

tioner, and as your petitioner has ever since 1 _ 

thereof, and of the said two decrees, he humbly submits to your 
Hon’ble Board that his right to the-T.dook in.qustion is no ways 

inipeachabl^e. And^ ^ ^ twbR . Board , taking the foregoing 

circumstances into consideration, will be pleased to revise and reconsider 
your proceedings aforesaid, and communicate to your petitioner in 
writing such things (if any) as may lie alleged against his right, an 
afford him an opportunity, of answering the same and more fu y 
elucidating and establishing the justice of the case if it shall be thought 
necessary, and that in the meantime the said ordef of your Hon ble 
Board for the dipossession of your petitioner be either suspended or 
annulled, as may be most consistent ^witli justice, and »s to your 
ITon’ble Board shall seem meet. • 

And your petitioner shall ever pray &c. 

Note. _Your petitioner’s Sunnud and the two decrees above-men- 

tioned are herewith left for the inspection of your Hon’ble Board. 

[ Refehence A.] 

QThis statement of services rendered by Nubkissen to the Company 
from the year 1756 to the year 1767 has already been quoted and need 
not be here repeated.] 
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[liKiEll-EyCE Li.] 

Old Instances. 

Under Jaffier Caron (not the late Nobab of that name). -Chaekla 
Batorea, etc., Parganna Catcall, and Tegutchy, Radshy, Sawojal, grant¬ 
ed to Ram Jeeban Rai. All the then proprietors turned out. 

Under Nabob Mahabat ./««</. —Parganna Avz.ah, now part of Hmd 
wan. granted to Manick ( ’hand. 

Under ditto. — Parganna of Burdah t hunder t'hack, and Salima- 
. bad granted'to Rajah Kerrill t’hand and Baja Kissnaram, Burdsvan 

Raiahs. former possessors turned out. . 

Ditto. —Parganna Buzergomeidpoor (under 1 acca , gian u 
Baja Rajebulleb, Sahamut dung’s Dewan. 

Modern Instances. 

Under Meer da far’s /test Uorer.nnent.— Cooloorah, Nc„ villages and 
Talooks granted to Ram ( Imran Bai. The then possessor turned out, 

his representative ntill living- . 

Under ditto. Four annas of the . I assure Pergannahs granted to 
Sal t Odoin ('awn, who remained, in «|uiet possession during ns im 
and his widow now enjoys it. Former proprietors dispossessed 
Under ditto. — Parganna <Tiim#m*rali, giantt < 

lal, Reminder of Mysadal. Anandolal since dead, his widow now 
enjoys it. The former proprietors dispossessed. 

Under Mecr da far's first < forern nient. Twenty-four I ai gamuts 

granted to the TIon’ble t'ompanv, and the former proprietors all d,s 

possenseci. . . . , e 

T r ,\dee Adi/ Condi's Ooceen meat. <xiant to 1 o om 

the proprietorship Of < i heret t i, &e„ as adagliir Possession thereof 
ordered to be delivered to Baja Nobkissen to whom he sold it, by 

(‘ompanv’s general letter of this year. 

Under dittoX Talooks of Bassai and Barbutpoor granted to Saun, 
tfhose, and the then proprietors, refusing to quit possession Mr 
Vansittarfe, the then Governor, gave his own Perwannal, and sent 
sepoys forcibly to turn them o..Y, pursuant to the grant which was 
done accordingly. Mr. Vansittart’s original Perwannal. is herewith 

• left ‘ Under ditto. —Perwanna Beerah, &c., granted to Ran. C'l.arn Han 
The then possessors turned out, and Ram < Tarn's son now m 

possession^ ^ ^_ Mau ncunda, &c„ villages, granted to Banker Butt, 
Madan llutt’s brother. ' Formes- possessors turned out. 
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J feer .faffar's second Government. —Radoor, &c., Pargauna (granted 
to Raja Nun t'oomor. The then (w-saeseor turned out. 

Nabob SeiJ'nt Donbi/i. Natpoor villages, &e. (part of .Jcssore^anrl 
Talook Meergodai, granted to llari Kissen Tacoor, and the then 
j>ossessoi‘rf turned out. 

N"undo Coomar was turned out by Rord < .'live, and Sankar Uutt 
by Reeher - both reinstated, Xe., Nundo t oo.nar l>y Mr. Verelst, and 
Sankar Dutl by Mr. Cartier, and now remaining in possession. 

(.Sd.) NoiikAsen 

The di-cti — ion of the petition and t lie resolution oil il 
will show that Nuhkis-en'- honour was stvnl. If was decid¬ 
ed to rovor.-e ail irregular act of ({overnnicnl, hut it was also 
declared that this decision was not to he taken a~ a judgment 
passed against Nuhkissen for any oppre—ion or ot^m- nia.1- 
practii'e. It was determined aho to grunt a coni] lensat ion to 
the Raja for tin- deprivation of tin* grant, which laid heen 
made to him. The following papers embody the result 

( ioVliH NOR-t 1 ENEIIA l. 

I am sensible of the justice of Mr. Harwells ai gument.s so far 
as they respect ltaja Nobkissen, and the formal act of flovern- 
meat passed in his favour : but 1 ekitnot admit of it in competition 
with positive justice. The injustice done to Raja Nobokissen origina¬ 
ted with the grant which it was not in the power of Government to 
secure to him, because it was against law. It was an infringement of 
the rights of property continued by a possession of 12o years, as I 
am well informed, and could exist no longer than the duration of the 
influence which gave rise'to it. It is therefore my opinion, m which 
f persuade myself Mr. Harwell will concur, that, >lie decree of the 
oth November do stand confirmed, but that at the same time a 
declaration be given in writing under the order of the Hoard by the 
Superintendent of the Khalsa Records, to both the parties, that this 
act is the reversal of an irregular act of Government, not a judgment 
passed against Raja Nobkissen in consequence of any oppression 
which may be imputed to him for it ; and if it shall be the sense of the 
Board that a compensation should Vie made to Raja Nobkissen for the 
deprivation of the grant which was made to him and intended as the 
reward of the public services, that this Declaration be made to him at 
the same time. 



A.CQlTsdTION OF SiKATANCTTY . 


SB A 

( 

Mr.. I’lt.VNris. 

T think that the Resolution of the nth November must .stand con¬ 
firmed, and that the Talookdar must have his right if lie insists on it. 

I acquiesce in the declarations proposed to be made to Raja Nobkis- 
sen, and as l understand the property is very inconsiderable, I suppose 
it would not be dillioult to give him a compensation for it. But t do 
not admit of this as a pro "dent., and shall invariably consider eveiy 
ease as it conies before us *>n its own merits. 

Mu. I ► \ RW KMo 

. t entirely concur in the sentiments delivered hv Mr. I 1 raneis. 

R KS< (Ll'Tli >X. 

Resolved that the Decree of the otli of November do stand continued, 
but that at the same time a declaration he git ell in writing under the 
order of the Board by the Superintendent of the K balsa Records, 
to both the parties that this act is the reversal of an irregular act of 
<iovernme.it, not a judgment passed against Raja Nobkissen, incon¬ 
sequence of any oppression, .which may be imputed to him for it, and 
that a compensation will lie made .to Raja Nobkissen for the depri¬ 
vation of the grant Which was mad - him and intended as the reward 

of his public services, 

( )iipi-. i: in run K n a r.s \ 

Ordered that the Superintendent of the Khalsa be advised ac¬ 
cordingly and that lie "he directed to report, if any, and what compen¬ 
sation can be made and accepted by either of the parties and the 
justice of < iovernment vindicated to both 

Thi~ was lmturallv followed h y a | ><-t i t ion irom Nubki.ssen 
askin' 1 " For a valuation of the property lie had lost and for the 
<rran t of adequate eon 1 pen 'a t ion. ,» 

Rout Wii.i.iaii, the ~>t/t Doo'nibor 1777. 

Read the following Petition from Rajah Nobkissen : - 

i0 . Tim 1 I UNIII.K WaIIUHS 1 I ASTI NOS, Ksq., 

(/(i«TiwT-'ie/WT«i, and M^nloerx of the. Cuii.ncit <J lleriiune. 

Thk Uoiiir.n Bi-itition or II.uaii Nobokissen. 

Siieivbtii: — 

Your petitioner humbly begs leave to represent that oil 
being favored with the llon’ble Board’s Decree of the 18th Novem¬ 
ber lie presumed to prefer a petition to your Honours requesting 
a valuation to be made of„ the Talook of Nowparali. The reason for 
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tliis request was that your justice might determine oi. „ compensa¬ 
tion equivalent to the present^ value of the said Talook, and that at 
the same time the execution of your Decree might be complete, in all 
its parts, both in what related to your petitioner’s yielding up the 
said Talook, and to his receiving an equivalent from government. 

iks that part of your Decree which relates to his yielding up the 
Talook lias taken effect, and your petitioner has received the orders 
of the gentlemen <>f the Calcutta Committee, he now humbly prays 
you may, consonant to the justice of \ our decision, be bli ther pleased 
to send a peremptory order to the gentlemen of the Committee to p'*t 
him in possession of some parcel of the (’imipaii) s own lands; and 
that no difficulty may arise in the execution of your commands, your 
petitioner begs tlie indulgence for pointing out Sootalutty, its Dalit 
and Bazar, and Banff Bazar and its Sayr ; as a just and equitable 
compensation at the same rate of revenue of rupees per annum, 

which is the Sudder Jiimnia of the said lalook. 

Your petitioner humbly hopes the 1 foii’bh" Board will consider 
the circumstances of his ease, that vshile one part of tlieir decision 
operates against him, if the other part which is to operate in his favor 
is not now enforced, their justice “will be incomplete, and that in tlie . 
eyes of the whole rountn lie will appear under tlieir displeasure, for 
tlie act of taking from him a gift the Covernment had once made will 
be notorious, and bis fair name will suiter, unless it is vindicated by 
an immediate and similar gift from the rulers. 

Kor these reasons your bumble petitioner has adventured to point 
out what he will willingly and gratefully receive as ail equivalent for 
that gift your honours are pleased to change, though the value of it 
may be rather under what he drew from Nowparah in the improved 
state to which he brought it, yet if on a -lerilV of Nowparah your 
Honours may conceive li^lias rated it too high, he hereby agrees to 
pay such additional revenue for tlie land be requests as shall make it 
a bare compensation for the lands lie yields up. This lie engages to do 
that no obstacles may arise to his being put into immediate possession 
or to the drawn ng out the necessary^snnnud should your 1*1 onours be so 

pleased. , , , , ,, 

And Your "Petitioner, as m duty bound, shall ever pray, 

(Sd.) Noiiktssbn. 

The following; papers set forth the deliberations and the 
conclusion:- 

Bead again the Board’s Besolution of the 18th November regard¬ 
ing Bajali Nobkissen. 
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GoVERSOB-GeN EIIAL. 

As the Board are bound by a prpmise very solemnly made to 
Nobkissen to grant him ail equivalent for the land of which he 
has been deprived by a judicial Decree, I myself shall very readily 
agree to his proposal, because it cannot affect the property or rights 
of others, but as I understand that Rajah Nobkissen still retains 
possession of the Talooks of Nawporrah, &c., I hope that whatever ma y 

be the Resolution of the Board respecting the compensation which 

is to be made to him, the execution and even the notification of it may 
remain suspended, until justice shall have had its course and he shall 
have yielded up the possession of these Talooks of Nowi»rrali, &c., to 
tile lawful owner. Upon this occasion T think it necessary to 
remark that the Resolution of the Board of the 18th November ex¬ 
presses a meaning in some respect different from mine, although 
in justice to the Secretary 1 must add that to the best of my re¬ 
collection it was dictated by me, and the error I am willing to take 
upon myself. The words are: “Ordered that the Superintendent of the 
Ivhalsa be advised accordingly and that he be directed to report 
if any and what compensation can be made and accepted by either 
of the parties and the justice of Government vindicated to both.’ 
This implies that a proposal should be made to each party to 
vield up his right of possession. 1 had no idea of prevailing upon 
Abdul Waited to resign' his right, nor that anything more was 
necessary than to make a compensation to Raja Nobkissen for Ins 
loss This is not material, but T hope 1 shall be excused in having 
taken up so much of the time of the Board in this explanation, 
as in a judicial question 1 would wish that nothing may appear as my 
opinion which is not strictly conformable to it. 

Mr. Francis : 

The Resolution of the Board of the 1 Btl. November is right, but 
the order to the Superintendent of the ivlialsa goes beyond the terms 
of the Resolution. I do not think it material. 

AIr. Barwell. 

I understand from the petition before us that the decision, so 

far as it relates to the establishing the former Talukdar in his rights 

has taken effect, and is now in course of execution. If tins is so, I 
.think the Committee should be ordered to put Nobkissen in possession, 
but not otherwise as proposed by tlie Governor. 

Resolved that the Committee of Revenue be directed to put Raja i 
N obkissen in possession of Sootalutty, its Haut and Bazai and Baug 
Bazar and its Sayr at the ri te of rupees 1,832, the Suddar dumma 
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of the Talook of Nawparah decreed to Mutliek \l»dvd Walied on 
the r,th November 1777, and i| on a Zeriff of the Talook it shall be 
found that the grant exceeds the value of the Talook. in sueh.eaae 
Raja Nobkissen stands engaged for, and is to pay, such additional 
Revenue as shall make the said Grant a bare equivalent foi tin 
lands of which he is dispossessed. 

Agreed that this Resolution be transmitt. 

Committee with the following better 


d to the Calcutta 


Mu. John Holme, 

/VcMtVfcoG, etc., I'rorincoi/ Cyntfil <>t 


/{>•,•• >i>"- of Catcn tt a 


four William, 

The r>th Decent her 1777. 


(i ”wit„ transmit you >.. of our Hesolution passed 

on this day, on a petition which has been presented to us on behalf 
of Rajah Nobkissen, which we direct you to carry into <^ xec n u n 
as soon as he shall have yielded up the possession of 

of Nowparah, etc, to the lawful owner, until which tune the execution, 

and even the notification of it, is to re.ftain suspended. 

We are. Gentlemen, 

, * Your most obedient Servants, 

j (Sd.) Wauukn IIastinos, 

1 (Sd.) Ruin. llut'VELi,, 

i (Sd.) I*. Francis. 

On the titli of -January 17 7* Ka.ja — 

tod a petition praying for a sunnud for lire mouzah ol 
iSootanuttv. possession of which had been doomed to l,n„ 

in lieu of inouzaii Nowpnrali. After some ,.«,rresp„ndenee 
the sunnud was granted. lVtail- of the proeeedmgs are sot 

forth in the following papers : 

A T .v Council (Rf.vknck IJbi-artmkn O , .) anu « r,j * U / t , 

Read the following Petition from Rajah Nobkisscn : 

Translation of a "Petition from Itajah Nobkissen. * 

Xs ! have not yet received a Sunnud from the < omnnLtee toi the 
Mouzali of Sootalutty, &c„ which the Council were pleased to g.»nt me 
in lieu of Mouzah Nowaparah, and as I am apprehensive of further 
difficulties arising to prevent me from obtaining one, 1 pray that 
f^h orders may be given to the Committee to 'grant me tbe Sunnud 
Jalso that they may be desired not to give Vattahs for any ground 
witl.in the said Mahals, that disputes may not be occasioned hereafter. 
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A g Leri! that a copy thereof with the following letter he trans¬ 
mitted to the Calcutta Committee : 

To 

' Mr. John Holme, 

President^ <t~r ., Prori/tcial Council of Ilevcnue < 1 1 Calcutta. 
Centlemen, r ' 

We herewith transmit you the copy of a Petition which 
has been presented to us hy Rajah Nohekissen and desire you 
will not give Fattalis for any ground within the Mahals granted to 
Rajah Nobkissm. 

*’ Fort William, We are, Nic. 

tSth January 1778. 

At a Council (Revenue Oepartment), WtU January 1778. 

< 1 o V E R N O U -< 1E N E R A L ’ S MlNUTE. 

u I observe the draft of Sunnud to Raja.li Nobkissen, laid before 
the Board last Council day, is not drawn out agreeably to form, 
as it includes his engagement to make good any overplus which may 
appear to be thereby given Kim on a valuation of the villages of 
Nowpariali, &c., before held by him. 1 am of opinion and move that 
o the Sunnud be granted according to the accompanying form, in which 
the above clause is omitted, and that a Mucliutlka may be taken that 
if the present grant exceed the li nts of Nowpariali, he will make up 
the difference. 

L harm t.J Sunnud.} 

Be it known to all Mutsuddies in present employ, or who here¬ 
after may be t'anongoes, Ryotts, Husbandmen, &e., &c., &e., of the Mai 
and Syer of the village Sootalootie and Bang Bazar and llogulkoon- 
dee, that the Talookdarry of the above villages, their Mai and Syer, 
according to the particulars hereunto annexed, are in exchange for 
the villages Nopoorah, &c., granted to the high and powerful Maliali 
Rajali Nobkissen Bidradre, to take place from the beginning of the 
Bengal year 1184, and the said Rajah NTobkissen on his part shall do 
whatever shall be necessary and proper and customary for the benefit 
of the said Talookdarry, conducting himself upon the principles of 
justice, and in no wise neglect to give his attention and care in this 
respect ; and he shall so behave himself as to secure the satisfaction 
and content of the Ryotts and other inhabitants, and by his good 
management cause a daily increase of husbandry and prosperity, and 
shall regularly and punctually pay a fixed annual jumma for the same 
(excepting Ram Bazar and Roy Bazar) of 1,237-13-10 exclusive of 
the Chowkidary Tax. 
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And the abovementioned Mutsuddies, Ityots, &c., &e., &e., shall 
acknowledge ldni as the proper Talookdar, and not deviate in the least 
instance from his proper and legal orders or counsels, nor re 4 mre of 
him a new Sunnud every year, and in this respect they must he at¬ 
tentive and obey. 

Original Jumnw ... 1,832 () O 

T e I? JTin/ar 1 C 11am l’.axar 1 11 2 10 

J Tc^!e^duS^:: } »»» 21 °» 1 Raia Ba,ar 1,0 O « 

,J amnia of Sootalooty, &c. 1,23/ 13 10 

Particular*. 

The whole village of Sootalooty, fee., a Mahals, ei : /- 
Mai ... » ... 

TTaut Sootalooty 
Bazar <lo. 

SoobaK Bazar 
Charles Bazar 
Baug Bazar, &c*. 
l»aug Bazar ... 

IToogullcoondee 

Ordered that tlie Sunnud he granted, and that Rajah Nohkissen 
be he wr itten to the Cal¬ 

cutta Committee. 


Mahal 


Mahals 


■jiul Council of He fen ue 


at Calcutta. 


To 

Mu. .Tims lIoi.Mh., 

President, <1V., Procinci 

Gf.sti.emks, Sunnud which we have 

v n closed we transput you a copy ot tire ounnm* 

o.-. r 

- h, 

up the difference. We &c. 

Fort 'William, 

16t/i January 1778. . 

Sootanutty at the present day is only a name 
worth while inquiring what it meant -and included at the 
time it was granted to Nubkissen. The Committee hating 
called upon the « Duan ” [Dewan # or Accountant] to repor 
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.. X vhat particular Mahals ami Bazars tall within Sootanutty 
Mahal, i< s Haut au.l Bazar. Ban- Bazar ami Sy. r, spee.fyin ■■ 
animal .lunima of each tor tho preeedine .» tear 
an elaborate report was submitted. 


ml 

The 


,ih, r 20, 17' 


the 

th*' pr*‘sent year 

foliowinji iliav he h'ft to speak for itself : 

VC A CommilTBK. (Calc. Kbv.Com. Cons.) 

The Vccon.pta.it lays before the < Vamuittee a Jumma \N as,l I >akey 
\ ■■ mil of the Hants and Bazars of Calcutta for the present > eai, 
aoremable to their orders of the 24th instant, and the Committee 

® - - J .1 .tllOVIMlf. 

pr< >cee 


SootaNuttx Ktmomlar 

3o^i»uz.ti ‘ lo - 

[Bailor- 3a/.ar ) 

Charles Bu/ar K/.ardar 


uam 15uz.il 
Sol*.ill LJu/.ir 


■ to. 


-- 

"- --- 

1 

— 


— 


— 


' 

.J ua mi* 

of 

K 1 st to 

t he 

( -ollc 


B.ilanc 



1180. 

1 

■ml of 1 





L5ct hai.un Mun'lle.- 

10,680 14 9 

8 ,345 

O o 

3 

V21 

4,821 0 


t >tt«vruin Metre 

1.112 

* -4 

55<5 

1 o 


180 

370 4 

0 

Bliol.maut Chattliu 

; 8' ‘O 

o o 

633 

8 O 


74 

459 8 

O 

i-iostoi ram 

2,5 to 

u n 

1.6“3 

1 o 

i 

01 1 

77<* 4 

0 

Nalmill L5.ilm 

j 701 

O 0 

1 107 

1 

o o 

1 

10» 

j 68 0 

" 

| Uiij.il) Nuhki'scn 

! 500 

0 0 

j 333 

8 0 

1 

148 

; 85 8 

o 


same dav the Ae.-omptant lavs before the Committee •> 

Wasil Bakey Acconnt of the Band Bents and Chowkeydarry Laxot 

the Town of Calcutta for the Bengal years 11*0-1184. 


M V II Ah'*. 


KtmontlarH. 


1170 . 

hoot tu nutty 

Botr-Uuzar 

1180 . 

soottanuttv 

L5ovr-I5uz.u 

Sll \ IH : 
Ut.ut HootUinuttj 

tharliv- liuzat 
Soba.l» 15u/ar 


('iizanuali or Idiowke y darr\ 
- > Tax. 


Rent 


Bcch.iiam Mumlle 
| otturam Metre 


Beeharam Mumlle. \ 
\ ottartuii Metre • - 1 

Jogornaiit an " 


ftimah 

« 

l)o. 

K>' oouiolniQ 
eottah 


I>o. 


Bel- \ 


321 0 17 


.108 11 14 
17 hit 


f>2 15 lO I 
03 O « 

loS o 0 


K69 13 O 
IK H 15 


321 9 17 


130 14 " 

i»0 0 lo 


1,2<»H 9 O 

€5 *.» *» 


02 15 lo 
232 14 0 

231 f lO 








Maharajah Ni'kkisskn Bahadur. 


;t:5 


Maii-U-s. 


1182 

•Soot tanui-ty 
Bog-Buzar, 

Slum 

Bant Sootanntty 
llam-Bnzar 
I)«.w- 3 ti/.n 

Oluirlcb l’.a/iir .. 
Solmh liiiz.ir 

11*<3 

>ootamittv 

Itog-lUiAsir 

SllAlIl 
So'hllt llU7.ll 



litmonckirs 


lohowke>dnrr>’| 


Balance. 


Becliaram Mumllc 
Ottaram Metre 

i Noimah liahoo 

D ururnpe r^au <1 S<»o- 

< ‘no! 

. Becliaram MuipIIp 
• Ktaram M<‘tre 

I)ov.'\ Sim-r 

Nannah 1 J‘»l•**<» 

Uiiimmrain M o 
/mniKliii 

Heri-MUiur Tagore 
It.nalt Nul>k» c "ii 


, Becliaram M niul!<‘ 

« ittaram Mctic, 

1 n.u.ili N Iibki^eu - 



x> i : ir» 


4*. 3 5 


A further 1»<t| «>rt -nl.mitt.Ml l»> tin* nfticn' i- 

emboiliod in tin- I'olfotN ino | nocoo. lin o~ : 

AT .V ( ‘oMMITTKl'I (< ’.\ L(TTT.\ HbVRNTB OoMM^.K ( .V s r .-T AT , o S S- ) 

/3<>th, \ j 4 t 

Tin- President accounts t We < '. mill . t lot In* . t. a. «»;;; 

Cmncil-UouH.. this ...online »>.V -1-- from , 

Revenue Uepartmonl, and -as directed to draw m.t tin -nmu 

1 AJohkissen in compc-nsatian 

authenticating th^rant made to Rajah Not.Msse » 

for ISTowparrah immediately and to include. therein the t Z 

appertaining to Sootanutty, except llan, Bazar and Rad K o Ha/a., tl.e 

rent .hereof are by the Board’s orders of the Iflri. instant to be paid 
direct to the Huatoor. A^reea^le thereto, the President now la, s 
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before the Committee the form of the grant which the Naib Ominhas 
prepared, which, if they approve, he will direct to be issued to Nob 

kissen forthwith. t 

“r'rs r 

Sootanutty. 

Jumma of Sootanuty, &c„ for the following years : 


Sootanutty Toeil 
Atruanulari . • 
Sobazar T o a 11 
Hooxoory 
Rambazar 


1179. 


1 HO. 


} 930 8 11 0,921 12 l< 


251 0 l» 


1181 . 1 
♦;,<»26 8 10 


1182 . 


1183. 


6,935 11,19 7,177 11 11 


150 O 0 

_ _ 370 O ul 4 0 0 < 

lfaut Snttauuttyj 1,400 o °| 1 ’ 50<> “ ‘ |n lvi > “ 1 
Bazar Suit a- 




Total. 

34.890 5 8 



nutty 

© 

Cbarles Bazar .. 

Total 

Bogbazar Toeil 
Atmanidar .. 
Kaje Gunge 
Tosli Honoorj \ 

Total 

Brought down 
Total Rupee* .. 


360 0 0 

4 to 0 0 


9 , 6*20 8 1*1 9,907 1*2 14 


416 2 I8j 446 4 4 

150 0 0 

446 2 1*1 69 « 4 4 

9,620 8 14p-9,907 12 14 

10,0*6 11 7| 10,504 0 18 



©referred that the Sunnud be translated against the next meeting. 

The grant of Sootanutty to Nubkissen called forth a 
protest from the “ inhabitants and landholders of Sootanutty 
and Baug Bazar.” The orders passed on the petition were 
firm but conciliatory. The original documents may be 
interesting. ; 
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At a Codscil ( Revenue Dei’ahtmest ), January 23, 1778. 

Read the following petition from the inhabitant-* and landholders 
of Sootanuty and Hang l>azar. 

“To The Hosoukahi.e Wahuks II \stin«», Khj^k., 

(lovernor-Oencral, tf-r.. Council of Revenue at Fort William i)l Bengal. 

The Humble Petition and Remonstrance of the Inhabitants and 
Landholders of the Oistricts of Sootanuty and Rang Lazar in the 
Town of Calcutta 
Humbly Sehwktii: - 

That your Petitioners have been from time immemorial Inhabi¬ 
tants and J .landholders in the Oistricts of Sootanuty and Hang llazar in 
the Town of I 'alcut^a by virtue of several Hottahs or grants which 
liave been granted and renewed from time to time by the Honourable 
Last India Company at a certain (put-rent payable (Quarterly aw 
appears by the Hottahs and Receipts for the Rents in t I. r possession, 
and were never Tenants or Keiots to any other person for the same 
except the Honourable Company ; and,*standing in that relation to the 
Honourable Company, your Petitioners have been imouraged to im¬ 
prove and build upon the lands which have been granted to them as* 
aforesaid, confiding in the security they enjoy under this < lovernment 
and the little danger they had to apprehend of their lands being 
assigned over to any other person..And your .Petitioners being wo pro¬ 
prietors of their lands and houses have been allowed the liberty of 
disposing of them with the approbation of the Company and of exer¬ 
cising e\ cry other right of property over them which they might 
think fit. Notwithstanding which, your Petitioners, to t heir inexpres¬ 
sible concern, have lately been given to understand that the above 
Oistricts will be whortly^made over by an order of the Iluzzoor to 
Rajah Nobkissen as his Talook, which will tend greatly to prejudice 
them in the certainty of their possession, and wilt probably heap upon 
them a load of oppressions, grievances, and extortions ; and the more 
so as the said Rajah Nobkissen will thereby liecom^a judge In his 
own Oistricts, and they must b# under the necessity of applying to 
his Court for justice. 

And your Petitioners humbly apprehend that, as they have 
received Pottahs from the East India Company to hold of them under 
a certain rent, it would be unjust to assign over the said lands to any 
other person and thereby subject them to such innovations and oppres¬ 
sions which that person may think proper to introduce ; and likewise 
that as the absolute property pf the *«.id lands has been granted to 




irtjinsc to tt*.Hoa 

i^Eas’t ' -liidfii. t^omptfay, J -**»d t hat youlr Eat" * 
loaded «4jMpE4p^Wk»^>' **- 

A5 rni 11 |ii^in i^p^lljltjrjiff' f~inir~ : ,f^- 

- *- ‘ >4 . (.Sd.) 

Or&erltd that th* ^MSwetary to inform, the EW&tldttaif*'„that the 
oard didiiot, nop dtulptend by Jthe Sunnutl lately granted to Rajah 

which t^ey have 

Ip.o’.Tgiu. it Nobkissen shall be paid into his 

Vnds as 1111 1 ni|'ij|flfir>Hunirnfnjirtffft instead of being paid, as they for- 
^ e rly e- I j Swfe of an agent on the part of the Company, 

arequire their obedience. 

’OMPilt a copy of this Resolution be delivered to the principal 
i>f the Petitioners and another to Nobkissen himself. 

%k A narrative of the proceedings which let! to the en¬ 
largement of Nubkissen’s possessions lies led to the omission 
from its proper place, in chronological order, of a fact which 
shows the growing confidence of the English authorities 
igjfr, his intelligence and honesty. The position which Nub- 
kissen had 'acquired, the esteem in which he was held by 
high officials and the confidence which was reposed in him, 
were abiding and not evanescent. On the 21st December 
”1775 the Grovernor-Greneral laid before the Board a letter 
from Bow Begum,” mother of the Nabob Asaph-ud-I)owla, 
received by his servant Coja Shagoon Ally Cawn, in 
which she complained of some acts of high-handedness of 
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Mr. Bristow regarding tJtie di fche irtoome and also , 

fcis'\i»$er£erencc with the usual cer«mo*rf<£s'o€ her estate 
Irhidb were enjoined on her by the ouatonw bt her fatbily. 
Be also laid befdre the Board the reply of ■%•. Bristow to 
Tistifamaat-Gsnetaf John Clavering thought 
iia^ lwo^ gentlemen properly qualified must 1 w> appointed 
to enquire into^ the mutter uud report thereon. Warren 
Hastings considered the reply of Mr, Bristow to be conclusive 
and said the matter might be safely-.disposed of against the 
Bow Begum. Sir Philip Francis strongly objected to this 
mode of procedure, insisted on an enquiry by two gentlemen, 
“and one of them,’* he said, “must be Raja Nobkissen ; he 
is well versed in Persian and is well acquainted with the 
customs of the country and he may be very safely relied on 
by the Government. ” Mr. fianr^ll qbeet vtd i “ I agree to 
this arrangement. Ra ju Hobhissen is a proper native who may 
be entrusted with this transaction.” Mr. Monson questioning 
Nuhki.-senV qualification on the ground of his being a Hindoo, 
Mr. Harwell angered: " lie i- profoundly learne<l in Persian 
and nio-t of the custom- of the^Mahomedans are ha-cd on 
the Persian .Seript ure- ; he-idc-, Jfa.ja Nohki—en is a man of 
vast experience and hi- repealed intercourse villi the Nsiwab 
of Murshidahad had made him a quite competent man for 
the pttrpo.-e.” Nubki-sen v\a- accordingly tippiiiiite.l n inem- 

her of the ('oiiunitli'i' yl Inquiry. 

A similar coniini —ion \\a- entrusted to him shortly 
after the guant of the -iiniiud for Sootanurty. There were 
suspicions, of a conspiracy, ami Kaja Nuhkis-en va- appoint¬ 
ed to make an enquiry and suhny't a report. All the necessary 
facts will appear from the following papers : 

At a Council (Secret Deiautment), February 2, 177H.— 
Minute by Oovcrnor-Oeneral <W. Hastinok) relative to Jcoa 
MoHA5 1)utt : inter alia .— 

^{0 rfiegive d inforniatiou in OcUjbcr Uuit) tiiat fi bi»hi lignicd *J ugg 

Mohun Dutt, a near relation of the Sircar of Mr. Chevalier, the 

-> 
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French Commandant, used daily to frequent the house of Ball Sevuck 
Earn, the Mahratta. Vakil, and to hold very long and secret confer¬ 
enced with him. Having taken the proper means to ascertain the truth 
of this in/ormation, the Governor-General gave order for his being 
apprehended and brought before him ; but these were not executed, 
the man soon after falling sick, till yesterday morning, when he was 
taken coming from the house and before the door of Balia Sevuck 
Ram. ” Questioned by G. G.; denied intercourse with B. S. Earn. G. G., 
confirmed in Vis suspicions, sent Butt “ to the New Fort under a 
'guard and caused all the papers in his house to be seized and sealed 
in the presence of creditable [ ? credible ] witnesses, and to be 
brought to his house, where they now remain.” 

He now proposes “that persons properly, qualified may be nomi¬ 
nated to examine the papers now under his charge, and for that pur¬ 
pose that each member of the Board will l>e pleased to appoint a 
person versed in the Bengal language (in which the papers are mostly 
written) to meet at the Governor’s House and jointly inspect them, and 
to take the reports of the evidences of this transaction.” 

Mr. Francia'* Minute^. —“Agrees, but can only suggest Mr. Moore 
as qualified to examine the papers.” 

Mr. liarwelVt Minute :—“I approve, and think ltaja N ubkissen 
ought to be present at the inspection of the Bengal papers. 

Mr. Wheler was unable to commend any one. 

Then : — “The Governor-General having ordered the papers which 
were seized to the Gouncil House, and Moore and Bajali Nobkissen 
attending, they are delivered to them, with directions to select such as 
have any relation to conferences or concerns with Balia Sevuck Bam, 
the. Mahratta Vakil, and to deliver back the,others immediately to the 
owner, dug Mohun Butt. 

“ Mr. Moore i^ud Bajah Nobkissen, having examined the papers 
of Jug Mohun Butt in his presence, inform the Board that they 
contain nothing but accounts and papers relative to his own concerns, 
but no letters received or copies of letters written by him, and, having 
put several questions to him on the subject of his frequent visits to 
Balia Sevuck Bam, the Mahratta Vakil, they deliver them ill with 
his answers as follow : 

-* * * -*■ -* * 

“ Ordered, that J ug Mohun Butt be remanded to the Fort, to 
continue in confinement there till further orders.” 
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This was not held to he conclusive, and a further inquiry 
was ordered and held. The proceedings are reported as fol¬ 
lows : - 

At a Council, (SJkcret Uki’artmex’i^, Monday, February 23, 1778. 

Ordered tlmt an abstract of examinations of various )>erson« 
--respecting the visits of *1 ugg Mohun butt to the Mahratta Vakil 
(Italia Sewuk Ham) be entered, the full examinations being “ very 
voluminous. . 

“ (h'drretl that the Set rotary do rail on Mr. Moon* and 
Nobkissen to deliver any further information whieh they may have 
received respecting .) ugg Moliun butt.’ 

The Oovernor-Ciemyal’H (W. Hastings's) speech on the points repeats 
that lie had caused the Vakil's papers to be seized with a view to the 
discovery of proofs of intrigue. He says : — 

“1 understand from Rajah Nobkissen that there w not a single 
letter of any kind among the papers that were seized and of which hr 
had the inspection.” 

A r a Council. (Skckk.t Dei’aiitm knt), Monday, March 2, 1778. 

Read the following letter from Air. Moore: 

Hon'..-— Win AUD Silts, 

In pursuance of your directions to obtain information whethei 
.1 u, ainoliun butt has any and what connection with the banian of 
Monsieur Chevalier, the Chief of Chandernagore, Rajah Nobkissen 
undertook to make the necessary en.piiries, and, having furnished me 
with the result thereof, I beg leave to communicate it to you. 

“ .1 agamohan Uutt has five, cousins, who are brothers, riz. Ramuaut 
Ifutt, Ram Mohan butt, Vilmoncv l>utt, Monoo I)utt, and ltoy Charon 
Uutt, of whom Haniimutllutt and ltam Molian IAutt are in the service 
of Monsieur Chevalier as pycars, and support an iintercourse with Jaga- 
mohun butt between Chandernagore and Calcutta. 

“ Rajah Nobkissen having personally enquired of Atter Ally Cawn 1 
whether Jaganiohun butt had apgjied to him to be introduced to 
Hallo Sabuckrani, he informed him that he had ; that, on asking his 
reason for wishing the introduction, Jagamohun told, him that he 
had occasion to send some letters into the Mahratta country, and 

1 Said by Jugg Mohnn Dutt, in his answers to be " a Doctor in Cal¬ 
cutta,” to whom he applied for an introduction to T.alloo Rabnckram 
(Lalla Hevuck Kara) 
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therefore was desirous of becoming acquainted with Hallo Sabuckram ; 
hut that Atter Ally Cawn, at the mention of the Mahrattas, being 
somewhat apprehensive of the consequences, declined the introduction. 

“ This is the substance of Itajah Nobkissen’s information to me 
this morning. *11 e is still prosecuting his enquiries ; and the result 
thereof shall be regularly communicated to you as I receive it. 

Fort William, I am, «Sce., 

25 tit February 1778. (Sd.^) R. Moore. 

, “The Secretary acquaints the Hoard that he called on Rajah 
Nobkiasen and received from him almost a repetition of the above 
information, which he lays before tire Hoard as follows : — 

“ Rajah NTobkissen, attending the Secretary, acquainted him that 
during the time of Jug Mohun Dutt’s examination before him he 
declared that he had desir ed to be introduced to Tall Sewuck Ram by 
Atter Ally Cawn. Nobkiasen has since been informed by AtterAlly 
Cawn that Jug Mohun Dutt did earnestly request to be introduced 
by him to the Mahratta \ akil on account of some business of im¬ 
portance which he said he had with him, and when he was asked as to 
the nature of his business, lie replied that he wanted to send a letter 
into the Deccan, but Atter Ally Cawn was deterred by this declaration 
from introducing him and denied his request. 

“ Nobkiasen further acquaints the Secretary that Sam Dutt, 
Mannick Dutt, and Rujoo Ivissen Dutt, all deceased, were three 
brothers ; that the former left live sons, who all reside at Cliander- 
nagore ; that the prisoner, Jug Mohun Dutt, who is the only son of 
the second brother*, resides at Calcutta ; that the third brother had 
one son, named Anund Dutt, wli<> is also a resident of Calcutta. 
ISTobkissen, having sent a person to Chandamigore to make private 
enquiries into the occupations of these several persons and to bring 
him any further \. i tel 1 igenee in his power respecting their con¬ 
nexions with each other - , obtained from him the following informa¬ 
tion : That Ramnath Dutt anti Kanimohun Dutt, two of the live 
sons by the eldest brother, are pyears in the employment of 
Mr. Chevalier, and indebted to him ; that they frequently came back¬ 
wards and forwards to Calcutta, and take up their residence at Jug 
Mohun Dutt’s house. He expects further intelligence on this 
subject and will communicate it without delay.” 

The Governor-General :—X think it necessary to add to the 
above report that Rajah Nobkissen, when he was before the Hoard, 



Maharajah Nt rkisskk Bahaphr. 


101 


observed that, although it appeared from the papers of .Tng Mohun 
Dutt that he had commercial dealings to the amount of (1 think) 
thirteen lakhs of rupees, not a single letter either m business or of 
any other kind appeared among the papers whieh were seized, nor 
his cullundann or standish, in whieh it is Customary to Reep papers of 
a secret or important nature, from whieh eii eumstanee, whieh lie 
mentioned as very eat i aordinaiy, he drew t he eonelusion that .lug 
Mohun Dutt must have given early orders for their being see reted for 
fear of adiseovery. 1 do not know whether the member* of the ltoaiH 
may recollect this part of Nobkissen's information, but I think it 
necessary to record it, and to declare that 1 consider it as a conlirma- 

tion of my Hunpit ions. 

Though tin* (i»\«Tnor-(n»iU‘ral not l»i^ 

pinions, nothin<; furlluu w«- I,ear,I of the .-on-piracy, nothin* 
untoward happened. I»o~ihly if any .nisei,o f we irewino, 
i, was arrested and cr.l-hcd bv the very inquiry that was 

held. 




CHAPTER VI. 

N I'NCOM \t?. 

An important fact, worth eon-idering at this stage of 
Nnbkissen’s life i- th«> nature of In- relations to Maharaja 
Nuncomnr and tho part he took in the ease thafwill ho for 
ovor associated not only with tho memory of many dUtm- 
.r„i-hed individual-, hut with many angry di-pntes ami re¬ 
crimination- ..-nin^ »ho integrity of -It.duo- and ('ounotl- 

W s in tho oarlv *dav- of Briti-h ad mi n i-t ra t ion in tins 
eonntrv. A- thi- work profe—es to ho not tho history ot a 
period! hut on 1 v tho biography of an indivnl. . , tt ts only 
nooos-arv to -a v a- in.ioli of Nuneo^ar and hi- oa-o as hr,n K s 
him into rotation- with Ntthki-ott. At tl.o -a,no ti.no Nnn- 
coimr played -uoh a oot.-pio.Tous part m tho early h.-tory ot , 
British rulo, and hi- oaroor and eharanter havo -uggeste. , to 
so many Engli-h writer-, refleetion- on tin. oharaotor of tlm 
Bengalee in general and tho Hryhmin in particular, that it 
will not ho altogether out of plaee to tako a somewhat wn or 
viow of hi- lifo than that pro-ontod hy it- points of contact, 
with tho lifo of Nuhki—on. Thoro i- another reason for 
attempting a little -mdc of Nnnn.mar. lli-tory as wr.tton 

hv eminent Engli-hi^e" in ... times after olahorato re- 

soaroh. a- written, for in-tan**-, hy Sir dame- Stephen, ( Lionel 
Malle-on. and AT. . Forre-t, has, it. the fves of impartial 
reader- at anv rate, delivered it- final verdict, on Nuncomar 
and hi- trial for forgery. Th.^impre — ion loft, oil the mind 
of the la-t veneration hy tl.o flaming period- of Burke, tho 
pondorou- p^ge-of Mill, and the brilliant portrait-of Macau¬ 
lay, cannot hut -offer to-day a large decree of efEacement. 
But there are tho-o who will not see, who love to hug an 
illusion that i- heautiful, and who with little ceremony 
or scarcely an apology di-mi-* facts that are repellent to the 
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taste. Some roeoin writoiN hnvo mado a hero of 

Nuncomar. 1 hey have him as the victim of 

a c*on>]>irae v led by Warren Hastings wlio ('mplovod Impoy 
as liis i n s t ri i im*n l lor a judicial lmmliM 1 . Xuncomar was, in 
their a martyr J<> hi-, patriotism. lie was not only 

a social loader of the Brahmin', hut tile political lender of 
the entire ITindu community in Bengal, if not of the native 
population genera If y. Bound him Ilindu interests and forces 
were to ra 11 y, or at any rale the decaying* "trim^th of JMalio- 
medan rulers was to re\ i\<» ; and he was to stand forth as the 
deliverer ol his native land I rom a foryign vok<* and the 
founder of a united nation and state. N" u l»k iss ( . n , on the 

otlier hand, "was, in the I ig h t \ouehsaled t<> the.se writ(‘rs, 
a .sneak and a coward, a trimmer and traitor who hetraved 
nntivt 1 interests, and deii\<*/el his emmtrv. s<> f ;i r a-, it lav 
in his 1 i 11 1 e powt'r, into the hands <>f the Kn^lish. ITe ^betted 
1 fasti n gs in hi— atienipt to renuu e his ehiel accuser and 
witn<ss of guilt. Nuncomar. By gixing I'aUe evidence he 

abetted Impey in his judicial murder. 

-V11 this \ iew <>l N uiieo.nar is excellent romance ; it is 
not history. I in* writers ha\e \ ery largely drawn on their 
imagination. 1 h<*y have at once io'noi'ed and creat(‘d historv. 
Nuncomar at bis be-t was a slircwd, worldlv man of 
business, the* mediocre ehai.ieter of whose abilities and the 
modesty ol whose social position are p”o\ed hy the fart that 
he did not make a prominent a ) > p< *a ra m *< * or oeeupv a distin¬ 
guished position in public* lif<* before he was past fiftv. 'Taken 
all round he was an ambitious, sduanin^, intriguing villain, 
absolutely s<*lfish. thorough Iy m prinei pled, dead to a settle of 
gratitude, prom* to abuse <>1 power, faithless as a friend, 
implacable as an enemy. Almost the whole of his public life 
is a tissue of crimes, —extortion, conspiracy, o;ivinor bribes, 
takine* bribes, making*' false complaints, ^ettine 1 up false coses, 
perjury, subornation of perjury, forgery, the uttering of 
forced documents, and the like liis public life had nothing 
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o£ public spirit in ir. HU aml.iii.m wa- whully pc-onal. 

The solitarv iintann' of faithf.. •'> ll, ° "V lu ^ 

attachment to Mir .Tathr. hut even in the -en ice ol that 
potentate he vein- to have ha.l ny thou-lu except that ol 
<elf-a cnrranili-emen t. II e ten er a p| >en r- t o have eve.-lie.I m 
(liplomaev or a.lmini-. rat ion. tool if he ha.l anv tn.lnenee 

over Mir .lath, , if he -Impel hi- poliev a,el nuuld In- eoun-el- 
, he he-t in.lex to hi- hone-tv. vvi-.lom ami i —I ”ht won^l 
he the act- of M i r .1 a th r 1 1 i m-el f. t >> which a brief reference w il 1 
pre-entlv he ma.le, ami which, it tnav he «>h —rvo.l in the 
meanwhile, exhibit, very little of cithc limn,--or la.rne-. 

In character a ml a-pi ra t i< »t- Niihki---,, vva- th- verv an- 

tithe-i- of Nuncoma r. 

The t—tinmnv of th- he-t vv,it-r-in r--..r.l to the 
ohat-ac.-r of X.tn-o.n ,r i- ..nan n-ou- Ma-aulav . who wall 
not he -u-peet-,1 of anv pt-puli.- in fav.mr ol lla-,,ne- or 
I ntp-y or of anv lack ol - v' , n p , t h v " i • h Nun-omarn, 

.li-tre— -peak- of him ill the lollow in- t-t m- • 

-Of hO m-ral .hanet-, .« - .hth-at. t- ,ov- a .. to «•* — 

who al 1 - a-.prnnt.-.l vv „ 1. Innom .. . a. „ a„,,,M m oar 

islan.l what «l,e Itahaa i- <- th- 'm^'-h.. . ,H 

tuthe Italian, wlnt t).- l>.-ii-.il.. 

-..mar to ..tlim I'.-n-a 1 

Then follow- hi- vv-ll-l.. 1 1 ..■’ Ih-o-ale.- — 

Sir .lame- Stephen .•m-i.ler- tlii- e-lnnat- to he --a-o-rate,! 

in it- eomlemnatiot,.’ He tin.I- an -xplana.n.I Nmmomar - 

character in the ci rcu n.-t anec- of the Worn an.l the ,.laee 

in whirl, he live.l. Hi- own opinion may he lake,, a- 
marke.l hv that “ < 1 i — ri m ina t i >i - ;£<><>< I tke ah-enee o 

which l,c regret- in Maranlav'- , hr i [ >t ion. an.l that opmmn 
oxr>r<‘—<‘<1 t«>11< >\v- : 

-Of all the provh.- -f th- Kmpu.„ vvaa -.. a-Kra.lr.l mv 

Bengal, an.l till hr was marly -ixt.v pan , ‘ 1 ' 1 mo-ma, “ 
the worst an.l moat dreaded pa, t of that unhappy I r-vnor. A ,m«h- 

ine active, prominent, -moersfn. >»«.- »' - nrornK ano.-s roukl 

hardly W other than Xuncomar finally-wa-, false all tuoug;,. 
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dead to every sentiment except pride, hatred and revenge. It is, 
however, due to Nuncomar to say that even a bitter enemy gives him 
credit for one good quality. “ He was,” says the author of the Siyyar 
u l Mutaqherin, “ a man of a wicked disposition and a haughty temper, 
envious to a high degree, ai*d on bad terms with the greater part of 
mankind, although he had conferred favours on two or three men and 
was firm in Hia attachments.” 

Colonel Malleson, apparently thrown beside himself by 
tl^e shocking 0 record of Nuncomar’s intrigues, goes on to 
generalise about bis race : 

“ It [ Murshidabad ] still remained, however, a hotbed of in¬ 
trigue ; and it is by intrigue that the Brahman o,f high caste, who finds 
his abilities too little appreciated by the ruling power, always works. 
There is no greater adept in the world in the capacity to undermine, 
to insinuate that which he dare not openly charge ; in the disseminat¬ 
ing of slanderous whispers ; in convincing those with whom he may 
converse that the false thing is'the true thing.” 1 

Tn a foot-note tbe writer adds : “ In stating tbis I write 
from my own experience of tbe class. ’ Tlien again : 

“..\fter the first moment of astonishment, the more astute amongst 
them, especially the Bengali Brahmans, recognized that whilst the 
new rules had abolished, for the time, autocratic powers of Mr. 
Hastings, it had widened the road to intrigue, and would afford them 
opportunities, such as they had never dreamt of, for the practice of 
that chicanery in which they excel all other races. The first field on 
which the ablest and most unprincipled amongst them determined, to 
practise his hereditary vocation . .) . Foremost to recog¬ 

nize the brilliant opening thus offered to bis genius was Nand 

Kumar.”' , 

Tn face of snob a consensus of opinion, do Bengalees ad¬ 
vance tbeir .reputation, do they serve tbe interests of truth, 
when thev put forward tbis infamous person, tbis genuine 
“Captain-General of iniquity” as one of the noblest speci¬ 
mens oE tbeir race, as tbeir champion, loader and representa¬ 
tive. tbeir ideal of a - hero ? No, such a view is essentially 


> Fife of Warren Hastings, page 198. 

- Rife of W»rren Hastings, pp. 201, 202. 
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unfair to Bengalee* ami to Brahmin-. Nnneomur ' v:l ~ not 
only not the noblest of Bengalee-, hut not even a typical or 
average Bengalee. Macaulay -ugge-t* that he was one ot 
the worst specimen* of a Bengalee and indeed as much 
inferior to the average Bengalee a* the Italian is to the Eng¬ 
lishman ; and in that \iew he i- absolutely right. No 
Bengalee has equalled him in xillainv. The foot-note quoted 
fro.u Colomd Malle-on*- work -how* that that Writer did n^t 
know hi- own mind. Colonel Malle-on’- experience ot 
Brahmins, it would he int ere-t ing t o kn..« the -phere of lit e 
in which it was acquired. could never have made him indulge 
in his generali-at ions about Brahmin character if he had not 
he for ell im the -Ion of Nnueomar. But that -te. v <to<.s not 
repre-ent the normal -Into of thing- it. the eo....t ry : .t >- 

wlmllv without a parallel even in -degraded Bengal. About 
Brahmins in general something may 1.axe to he -aid later on. 

Nuneomar Bov was a -mi of I’adlah Boy (which name 
appears to he an Engli-h corruption of the name Pa.l.nit- 
nahlia Bov ). who wa- Amin of two or three Bergunnahs and 
who appointed Nuneomar a- a kind of Naib under him. After¬ 
wards, in the reign of the Nabob Alt Verdi Khan, called al-o 
Mehabut dung. Nuneomar wa- appointed Amin ot the 1 ergun- 
n a||s llidgeley and Mtl-hadal. where lie committed oppre — 
-ion oil zemindar- and ryot- and "a- guilt' <>' mu< h inal\< 1 
-ation in his office. Vim xieti.u- of hi- oppre-ion laid then 
complaints before the Boy BoyanChey. Bov, who mime,hale- 
lv displaced Nuneomar. and after hi- accent- were p'operlx 
-tated, confined him ill chains lor tile pax m< nt ol^ hi lialan 

;ind xinnmon»*(| totl»* Khalsi < i \ , h< i « m 

wa-constantly flogge. I amt beaten. At Isi-t hi- father paid up 
for him the balance due to (iovernment. Nuneomar wa- 
released, hut hi- father nexer afterward- -aw hi- face or ior- 
gave him. A- -oon a- the -eed- of internal enmity sprang 

up between the Nabob Mehabut dung and hi- (Jeneral 
Musfapha Khan, and Ntinramur heg«n to suspect it fa- it 1 - 
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his nature to apply himself diligently to a party, when any 
disturbance arises between groat men), he immediately waited 
upon Mustapha Khan.” Mustaplia Khan took into his hands 
the Malguzawv of sever#l Zemindars, for some of whose 
lands Nuncoinar became security. When a heavy balance 
was incurred on those lands, and Nuneomar’s practices came 
to be better understood, Mustapha Khan determined to seize 
Ijim and send him prisoner to the Roy Koyan. He got intelli¬ 
gence of tin's and escaped secretly to <'alcutta. When the 
quarrel between the Nabob and his General openly broke out, 
and Mustapha was slain, and the Roy Rovan ( 'lievn Roy was 
also dead, Nuncoinar made his appearance again at Moorsheda- 
bad, and by the recommendation of the Mutsaddis obtained 
the collection of the Pergunnah of Sutseetra. 

These facts are obtained from a letter of Mr. Harwell’s 
to his sist(>r, discovi*red and pidilished for the first time by 
Rir .Tames Stephen in his work on the Trial of Nuncoinar. 
The letter is a condens'd biography of Nuncoinar. All its 
details it is neither nece-siry nor desirable to reproduce. 
Much of it is borne out by other evidence. Onlv the more 
important points of the narrative can be here noticed. Nun- 
comar was soon recalled from his post and he lived for some 
time the life ol an unscrupulous adventurer. lie came to 
Hooghly : was confined eloselv for five davsbv Moor Hootu- 
bullu, an inhabitant of the place, for hi*s debt of Rs, 2,000 ; 
then he absconded to iMoorshodabad. Ho was on onn occasion 
severely bastinadoed with a bamboo bv Nabob fiiraj-ud— Dow- 
lah, apparently for some impertinent remark. The Nabob 
sent, him also to Hidayet Ali Khan at Hooglv, whose treat¬ 
ment of Nuncomar compelled him to ^o again to Murshidabad, 
where he was reduced to the utmost poverty. After many vi¬ 
cissitudes, through the patronage of one Munshi Saduk Ulla, 
he was appointed Dewan of Hooghly, under Mahomed Yar 
Reg Khan, f oujdar of Hooghly. This Foujdar was dismissed 
from his post during the' life-tiihe of Ali Verdi Khan, and on 
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the death of that Nabob, Siraj-ud-Dow lah appointed -ueoes- 
,-ively two M:ihoint'(l:in< to the office. L ltimatcly N uneoinar 
managed to have himself appointed Fonjdar by -ecu ring the 
dismi-.-al of the i-oeoml Mahomedan incumbent.^ 

"When t'olonel ('live wa- bo-ieging < liaiidoinagore, Bo- 
wan N mieoniar Hoy -ont him complimentary mo—ages l.v 
one Ki'X '11 Ham Bow, and -oon "tin' t’olonel conceived a 
prodigion- friend-hip for the Devvtin." whic h ovine to be- go- 
nerally known. When < 'olonol < I i \ <• wa- to go *" l’atna, 
Maharaja Doolnb Ham a|>l>ointed Nimeomar a- hi- Vakeel t.o 
accompany the Colonel, expectine tlm- to improve hii own 
relation- with the Folonel. "Nimeomar had -o ingratiated 
him-elf into favour that it wo- n-ual for die peoule to style 
him the black Colonel." Throneh the- itdlnenec ... Clive ho 
\va.- appointed Bewail to .Mahomed Ameer Bee Khan who was 
made Fonjdar of Ilooghlx, 1 l ideelev , eke. Mir .latlir nimble to 
pay directly to the Fngli-liMhe -nm- ho had nereed to p:« y ■ 
after the battle of l'hi—ey. had -iom them a — igmncnt- on the 
revenues of the di-lriet- of Burdwan, Nadiya and lloogltly. 
Nimeomar w a- on the' recommendation of Clixe appointed in 
1 7 ;>}S their aeent for the col leet ion. 

No long time ha- to pa-- beiore Nimeomar - cloven loot 
K out again. He eontriveil to brine iiIkiiiI an enmity between 
Maharaja Boolub Ham and Nabob Mir -latlir, which almost, 
came to open war. ^The Maharaja liad remonstrated w it h 
Nimeomar for the rapacity lie had exhibited a- < olleetor. l>y 
hi- int rigne- hi* succeeded not only iti -ec#rinji tin- removal 
of tin- Maharaja, but in eau-ing a wide breach between him 
and the Nabob. At thi-time ^uttcomar also ilcnftinded from 
his old friend, patron and master, Mahomed Yar Beg 
Khan, the sum of lb. 14.000 under pretence of expenses 
formerly incurred, and by threatening him with an examina¬ 
tion of all his accounts. “ Mahomed Y ar Beg. looking upon 
Nimeomar’. principles like to those of the adder which will 
inevitably sting the bosom th*t eherj.-lie- it, paid his unjust 
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demand.” To his present master. Ameer Beg Jvhan, ho gave 
such pernicious advice that he raised a suspicion o£ him in 
the mind of the Nabob Mir Jaftir, so that Ameer, finding his 
situation desperate, begged leave to resign his post, and got 
on board a vessel. 

Discovery of a certain unfairness on the part of Nuu- 
oomar in a particular matter created a breach between him 
and Maharaja Dooliali Ham, but Nuneomar had played his 
cards very well and he could dispense with all other friends 
and patrons when he secured the confidence and patronage 
of Mir JatKr and a monopoly of influence over him. 
lie could not long retain Clive's confidence, ami when 
Clive was leaving the country, Vansittart, warned by him, 
kept up the appearance of friendship and countenance to 
Nuneomar, but intrusted 1pm with no part of his confidence. 
Nuneomar would not be himself if he did not plan a 
revenge. “ lie studied every ‘ possible method to raise a 
war and to endanger the Company, to which purpose a 
letter of his was detected after the victory of Burdwan 
and the death of indar Jat Perkhee.” Mr. Vansittart put 
a guard of Sepoy#* upon him and produced before the Council 
many treasonable letters and copies taken from Nuncomar’s 
house. Dissensions in Council, brought about by Nuneomar 
himself, led to his release after forty days. The scurrility of 
two letters that he wrote to Colonel CJfive and the Company 
shortly after his release led Mr. Vansittart to confine him to 
his house for a rfumber of days. The discovery of certain 
letters fabricated by Nuneomar, of which more will be pre¬ 
sently said* led to his being jjnprisoned a second time under 
a Sepoy guard. He was released after a year, on the appli¬ 
cation of Mir Jaffir. He attended Mir Jaftir in the war 
against Meer Cossim. When the victory was decisively 
obtained over Meer Cossim, Nuneomar, unknown to Mir Jaflir, 
solicited and obtained from the Emperor iShah Alum the title 
of Maharaja, which wi*s afterwards confirmed by Mir Jaftir. 
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The next incident in Xuncomur’s life had l»ette r he stuted 
altogether in Mr. BarwellV own word.' : “After t h i - when 
Meer Mahomed LWim Khan Hed, and the Nabob fc?liuju- 
ud-Dovvla had levied an army. Maharajah Nuneomar wrote 
a letter to Bulwaut Sinj^h. upon discovery ol which treuson- 
ahle correspondence, General t'arnac wa- determined to 
-.ei/.e Nuneomar. and send him under a ft»ar.l to Calcutta. 
But at last l.y the earnest ui.leaumr of Mujiurujah Noli- 
kissen, who at that time was Banian to Major A.lain-. )*■ 
e-capo I. A full account of this i- to lx- tumid in the 
Records of the Council, where c-sery particular of the whole 
atVair may he learnt.” 

Nuneomar contin.ie.l to he a source of <li-t urliancos. ami. 
after Najim-u.l-1 >ow la l.a-1 succeeded Mir dafh ha.l to be 
.,„t under a puar.l t. Calcutta. # Rord Clive on hi- return 
from 10 u rope to Calcutta “appointed M ti/./.aller .) mifj, the 
principal minister, and appointed Maharaja Doolial. Ram and 
duoout Seat to assist him in the < i o\eminent, and lia.l deter¬ 
mined in hi- „wn mind, for the t ram j uillit y of tin- kingdom, 
to hani~h Nuneomar into < ’ll i M a con o. and all Nuneomar - 
familv were then in tin- 1111110-1 t ri l.u la t ion upon that account.'’' 
This t inn- a l-o Nuneomai wa—ami b\ Nuhki—en. “ Maharaja 
Nobkishen icpre-ented that a- Maharaja Nuneomar was a 
Brahmin, it wa- not rip.ht to puni-li him too severely, there¬ 
fore hi- -ent<-nee of hani-h men t I o < 'll i 11 a ” on wa- left unexe¬ 


cuted.” 

t i rat i t tide wa- foreign to the nut urc#.l' . . . 

lie wa- never li\ any chance bet raved into that weakin - ILi- 
, ,at 11 re fulls inaiiif' —t<-«l it -<-l f in hi- relation- w i t li*N 11 hk i—en . 
In remembrance., it would -com. ol kindly -or\ice.- r< <‘i'-n11 y 
1 elidcrod. lie ^it up a fa l-o hut -iriou- eoinplaint against 
Nubki—en. ll<- “ suborin-'l a woman, by name Neeboo, for 
a present of 2,<><><> rupee-, to accuse Maharaja Nobkishen of 
having forcibly cominitte*! a rape upon her. i h is complaint 

was fully inquired into, and tlio I'cmlt has been f^iven in a 
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previous chapter. “ Upon the same affair, fourteen blank 
covers of letters sealed with many English gentlemen’s and 
Hindoostanee names ^were found in the Maharajah Nun- 
oomar's house, and delivered into Council, as may be fully 
proved by reference to tfie Records of Council. The real 
reason that weighed with Nubkissen for interceding on 
behalf of Nuncomar had evidently been put in an official 
guise when addressed to officials, as will appear from the 
following record 1 of proceedings : 


At a Select Committee held the 19<A July 1765 at 'Fort William. 

Present : 

The Right Honourable Lord Clive, President. 

Mr. William Bri out well Sumner. 

„ John Carnac. 

„ Harry Verelst. 

„ FrahciS Sykes. 

Whereas Hun Coomar had tried to destroy Mussulman adminis¬ 
tration and to rise on its ruin ; and whereas the Company's servants 
had repeatedly detected him in the most criminal intrigues and where¬ 
as Hun Coomar, while professing the strongest attachment to t le 
English, had been engaged in several conspiracies against them ; and 
whereas he had been found to be the medium of correspondence be¬ 
tween the Court of Delhi and the French authorities in the Carnatic, 
we, the members of the Council in our previons meeting, formed a 
resolution for bis banishment to Chittagong. But our well-known 
friend, Habokissen Moonshee, has lately given us a very sound advice. 
He says that as an intriguing man. Nun Coomar should not be sent 

to Chittagong, at a considerable distance from Calcutta; on tlie con¬ 
trary he. should be detained at Calcutta under strict surveillance. 
It is therefore ordained that Hun Coomar be detained at Calcutta 
under strict surveillance as a State prisoner. 

This does not by tiny me jus show Nubkissen’s enmity to 
Nuncomar. When a bov is convicted of an offence, and hts 
parent pleads that the young fellow would be demoralised by the 
company of criminals in a jail and might be dismissed with a 


. Quoted from Babu Chandi Churn Ben's Bengali work on Maharaja 
Nuncomar, pp. 221, 22o. 
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•wholesome flogging which he might never Forget, is it diffi¬ 
cult to* guess the motive of the plea ? It is not the infliction of , 
flogging but the avoidance of jail, and the spirit that prompt* 
the suggestion is one of tenderness^aml -not of severity. h w- 
easy to read the Same spirit in Nubkisson s suggestion in the 
present case. * The “ surveillance *’ is a mere exctise to 
recommend the suggest ion. to the officin 1 mind ; the real motive 
is tiie desire to spare sin exalted Brahmin tin* iildignity^^^ 
deportation. If the recommendation as put in the offifiStk 
proceedings is to hi* understood literally, it has the fatal fault 
of proving too muclj. Deportation i~ a punishment, held to l»e 
specially- suitable to'turbulent an<l disaffected persons, and if 
Nuncomar was not to be sent away to t hittagong hjcanw he 
wn- an " intriguing man,” that would be a good at gument for 
retaining in Calcutta “ under RgM-v^^mioe ” ^ 

characters at all times. Was surveillance or imprisomnertt 
impossible at ( ’hittagong ? 

Ti, ( . prcci.c nature of Nuncomar’s duties as Colleetor will 
appear from the following extract from a letter of the Council 
to tin* Court of Directors, dated the 31st December IT.'iS 1 : 

“ As we were of opinion, it whs too troublesome J* task for a 
Kuropean to collect in the payments amount the tuncaws given ua by 
the Nawab, and being willing likewise to get the moneys in theaceount 
brought V>y the Rajahs immediately to lluglry without being sent to 
Muxabad, we appointed.!*undkumar on the tilth August Tasildar on. 
behalf of the Company, *ie being recommended by tbe Select Com- 
mittee as a person greatly attached to tbe English, and very capable 
of the employ we ltad appointed him to. His business is to call upon 
the Rajahs for the payments conformable to the Kistybunda tklfty 
have signed to, and when any considerable sum is received from them, 
to pay it into the Treasury ; and in order to give him greater weight 
and influence with the Rajahs and Zemindars, we have procured a 
Perwanna from the Nawab empowering him to settle with the Rajahs, 
&c., for the amount of their tuncaws to the Company. We hope this 
method will have a good effect, and be a Cleans of collectingin the 

money from those people without trouble an d disputes.” _ ’ ~ •’ ^ 

1 I sing’s Srlrrtion* from IfnjpiblithcdmltaeorJt*, All- M#> 
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All this eon ii< Icncc anil reputation " ere h>~t in no time. 
Nabob "Kusisitn Ali Khan in flu* course ol' a letter 1 , dated the 
24 th Fclirtiiirv 17 ( 51 , writes : 

“ I have Ik,' fore wrote your Kxcellenoy concerning the contents 
of the letters 1 h:ul intercepted of Nunkumivr’s, that he had carried 
on a correspondence with our enemies ; that 1 had made him pi isonei 
and was examining his papers. On an examination thereof, I find 
that he corresponded with the Shahzadahs people, t’oingar Khan and 
&"ee Jilnit ; Nunkunmi' has also endeavoured to detriment the affairs 
of your Wirkar and the Company's. He is therefore undoubtedly 
culpable, and had it been of such a nature as to come under the tenoi 
of our laws, he would not have escaped unpunished.' 

Official evidence of N imeomnl 's oppia—‘ions at llooehly 
and Ins malversation a- Ta~ildnr is to be found in a letter* 
from tile (governor to tile Nabob, dated ( tetober 2 ftth. 1 tti.b 
Nuiltoiniir contrived to increase liis influence very largely, 
but thou Jill lie managed all tile affairs of the Kbal'ii no¬ 
thin^,' was properly settled eve n tip to tin* end ol 1 ( bo, 
and tin* collections were poor. This appears Ironi a letter 
of Kaja Doolub Kam'~, reeeiyed on the lttih January 17 til. 

Thill letter also set s lortli a list of the offices yyliieh were 
formerly annexed to the* Ni/ainut and which were noyy 
yeparuted from it and helil by Nuneomar. These were ( 1 ) 
lhlzzoor Noyesy (otfiee for taking copies ol Sunnild', iVe.). 
Darogiisliip of the private Treasury and .lagheers ihistoly- 
jrurry (office for eyamining the iieeountstil dismissed ( ttfieei's); 
p2) Accounts of the Province of Patna ; ( it) Accounts of 

Poornea ; ( t) A •counts of the t’lmekla of lih;igul|iore ; 
( 5 ) Mushrefee of tin- I >ewa nkha na : ( ti ) INI unshi-lvhana ; 
(7) Ae.oomits of the .laglieers. 

Three months hater, the llovenior in a letter 1 to the 
Nabob, dated the 17 th April 17 ( 54 , bitterly complains of the 


1 Tahirs l'ublixftrtl !!*•< wt/v/.*, Art. f>.">3. 

- TiongB T* nfruhl t -e f *rtf /«V<* o /v/.s*, Art. 7OH. 
J Long's L'npublisht'd Hrt'orrix, ArU 710. 

• Long's ( • <1 r<2*, Art f 78<I. 
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maladministration of the l>ro\ inees and attributes it to tin* 
'• inHm'iio 1 ami dirotion ot Nuncnniar. llo on w : 

“ Tlieae are strong instnnws of liis misconduct ami nogligence, l>ut 
what gives us still greater reason to l>e dissatisfied jvith him is, that 
from advices lately nseived from Major I'arnae, we have too much 
reason to suspect he lias been carrying oil a secret correspondence with 
the enemv and counteractin'; eieiy measure we have been taking for 
til** XtippOl t of N Olir < io\ eminent 

Tim Court of Hireelors r\|.iv-cd its opinion of Ntl»- 
coma r ill till" following term- ill :i letter 1 dated the 22nd 
Del ir it:i r v 1 7 C> 1 : 


..lines with respect to N iiiideoiuat . 

, emit i v. si ri ng b\ foigery and false 
that lie b is been ginit v of carrying; 
s |‘owei~ bnittul i e t oiniMtny ’h 

i i v e \ mg letters between the Sliali/jidft 
octal of I'.oidi. tierrv , m short, it appears 

he IS of that wicked and turbulent disposition that no harmony can 
society w licte he has the opportunity of interfering, we 
therefore most readily corn u, with you that Numlcomar is a person 

in,proper to Vie trusted with his liberty in our settlements, and capa¬ 
ble of doing mischief if he is permitted to go out of the province 
either to the northward or towards t lie I) 
fore depend upon your keeping such a watch 
may be the means of preventing his distill bin 


“ I'Voin tin* \*mi in*" 

tlli‘1** sv‘i‘llli t<» ll<‘ 11** d«»llbt * *t ll 
iltru^ltlolis to * 5 1111 K im ( lull II - 

oil col i vHpmdi'iui* with Jin' ( 'ouut 
mterextx, and i n-t i n nn*n».il m 
and tin* French < iovernor i 
h*‘ i-i of til.* 

-.uliHist in 


[•fan, 

oVl'l 


ini wo nliaJl there- 
1! his notions an 
tin* ipiift of tile 


ill 

-.is 


jmbli • nr miming individuals for tin* future. ^ ^ ^ 

< J r< *n t liolit is tliiown on one ehnpler of Xuncoinar’v 
history bv Mr. Wicker in his Memoranilvun of the Iteoorda 
the Foreign Department. lie gives tlic following analy- 
of till- I h'oooed i n gs. secret and separate, troill tilt- 27th 
April 1 7 < > 1 to the 27th Septemher 17b2. ^ 

“ The v olume of Proceedings oil *hc early forgei iea of Nunconiar is a 
utirioSs retold connected with the administration of Mr. Vansittart, and 
in important on twogroumln . fit at, aw ill untrative of the secret intrigu- 
i a g f real oi- nuagiio'd, which wan cal l ie<l on between the Hindoo chief* 
in the service of tin* Nawab and the military commander* in the 
army of Shah Alum ; and secondly, as indicating the origin of the 


1 Long's Unjrublitreordgy Art* 133. 
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long" nourished hatred of Nundcoinar against Warren Hastings, which 
did not find full expression until many ycais afterwards. It lias 
already * been pointed out that the policy by which the* Nawab Ali¬ 
ve rdy Khan had been enabled to retain his Navvubsliip free from re¬ 
bellion was that d? reserving ail impmtant j>osts for Jlindoos alone, to 
the exclusion of the Mussulmans. His successor, Surajadovvla, did 
not exactly reverse this policy, but In* offended and insulted both 
parties, and was, consequent ly, ousted by a union <>f both parties. 
Meer *Ja.fhr, and his sueeessoi*, M eer < 1 ossim, both attempted to recruit 
their respective treasuries at the expense of the-wealthiest individuals 
amongst the Hindoos. It was unde r such circumstances, and whilst 
the Knglish and Meer < bssim were still at war with the 4 King’ Shah 
Alum, that some extraordinai y letteis were discovered on the* person 
of a hurkara, vvhieh seemed to imply that I{ujn Hoolub IJam and 
another of the Setts, named Ifam ( 'hum, were 1 carrying on a treason¬ 
ous correspondence with one of the* military commanders in the camp 

of Shah Alum. from tin* proceedings of Government in this 

matter it may be gatheicd that for a long time Mr. Vansittart 
and liist’ouncil were divided upon the subje< t unti 1 about a year after¬ 
wards, when M 1 . Wanvn Hastings was appointed Member of ('ouncil. 
Strangely enough, as it now appears, one of Mr. Hastings' first acts 
after his arrival in < ‘aleutta was to investigate tin* ease; and his en¬ 
quiries led to the* discovery that the* Native correspondence was a for¬ 
gery in which tlu* imtui i«ms Nundcoinar was deeply implicated. 
The object of Nundcoinar in forging tlie.se letters was apparentlv 
to l-uin those influential personages in the e_\ es of the Knglish, probable 
to get rid of parties who appealed to him to be standing in the wav 
of his advancement, and possibly to allbid an excuse to Meer <Wim 
for plundering tlieir private property . Mow t.his unprincipled intrigu¬ 
er sought to revenge himself many tears afterwards by bringing 
charges of corruption ogainst Warren Hastings, and how in the end he 
was himself convicted and executed for a repetition of the same crime 
of forgery, are matters of general history. It is evident from these 
and other notices of Nundcoinar t'.iat he was a thorough villain. Tn 
the Secret Proceedings for 1707 (see paragraph 14) a charge is recorded 
against hint of endeavouring to ruin a rival named Nobkissen by 
inducing a married Brahmin woman to bring a false accusation against 
Nobkiaaeii of having violated her.” 

ISTo onu will suspect ( "live of any malice towards .Nun- 
comm'. He will at one (jme (Move’s favourite ami prof,',,,:. It 
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wji" on < ’1 i \ e'" reeon i mein hi t ion. a " Ini'-* a 1 n *a«1 \ 1 >een "t a t e« 1, that 
he \x a" appointed ( 'olh'dor oi* three <Ii-iriel". Hut Niincomnr 
had onl\ to ho known to he hated. In 17*k"> (Mixo had "eon 

imioiioIi of him to make him rha^i^c hi" opinion com plot < *1 y - 
WIkmi (iciKTal ( 'arnac a-krd i‘«>r Niincomar the po-t of Xuih 
Sultah, (Mixe an-^ctrd that "although Nandknmar max not 
pi*o\ o t^uiltN of i li<* crime- laid to hi" < , Iiarr ( * % xet, heliexo me, 
m v dear ( iriH'fal. in* will do no honour rir her to tin* Na\^»h 
or to tin* <‘oinpan\ in anx ^rrat or eminent po-t. which In* 
w a" n < * \ or tit tod or de"i;^ned lor : and I ean ej x o \ mi un- 
ati-wcrahlr rea"on" a^aiiM i»i" hciii^, tin* pritn-ipal pei*"Oii 
about tin* Nawah when I have tin* |>lr;i-mr ol* seeing \ou." 

< > n tin* death < »t M i i »1 a 11 i t . .Mahomed I \ e / a \han had 

hern a p poi 111 << 1 Nail* Suhali l» \ tin* < a I < * ill t a t oiinril. ( ’live 
on hi" arri\al in < '.i 1< * m t a lelt him"elf oalled upon either to 
eontirm that appointment oi to appoint "omchod y eKe. I 1 < * 
had ra \ e ol > je< *t i< >n " to N unroinar. hut In* had little conli- # 

< lei u *< * i 11 Kc/.a Khan aho. T<» ( icneral < ‘a ri iae lie x\ rot e that 

tin* l’art ol* hi" l»<*inr " a .Mu ""ill man, acute, and olexer, are 

rc;i'(ii)" ol* t heiii"«*l \ <*", il there wcie no other", a^airi"! trtntinr 
that man with too much pev i*r. and \ et tin* \oune. man [ the 
Xawah Na/.ini m«i"t haxe a hoi it him men capable ol* direct inr 
and r 0 \ ernin^ him : for. he-ide- hi" \ oiith. In* i" really xory 
"i mple. and alwa\" rcceix (*" hi" iinprc — ion- I com tho-a* hi"t 
ahout him. It i" ro*ll\ "hocking to "ee what a "<*t ol* nii"<*r- 
ahle and mean w releht*- Nainlkumar ha" plaeed ahout him, 
men that tin* other* da\ were hor-e-keeper^.*' Jinxing to 
make a ehoiee of ex il- ( ’live confirmed Kc/.a J\han in lii -5 
appointment a" Naib Stdmli. hut a—ociatcd with him 
Maharaja l>ooluh Kam and tin* wealthy banker, .Ja^at 
Sett. 

When in 1772 Warren IlaMm”- xx a " appointed hv the 
<*o(ii*t of I >i re< *t oi" to provide in tln*ir <*oiinoil at Henmi] |,<* 
found that Mahomed I\e/.a Khan a" Xaib Suhah \\ a- the head 
of tli<‘ natix e admini"t rat ion oT Henottl, and Shitah Hoy. al>o 
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:l * N7iil> Suliali, \va- flic head of the native administration of 
Hollar. The former wu- ordinarily resident at M ursliidadad, 
the latter at L’atna. XunniMiar had in t!ie meantime made 
comjilaint' to c th<‘ I 'olirt ( 0 1 Ifireetor- uyain-t the adminis¬ 
tration oL lteza Klian. The lir-t lu-k imposed upon Warren 
Hastings when lie took hi' -eat a- Pre-iileut ol‘ the Council on 
the 28th April 1772, \\;i- to inform llie Hoard that in 

cpnsei (lienee of orders rccei\eii from the Secret Committee 
“ lie lias sent in-lruct ion- to Mr. Middleton to arre-t the 
per.-on- ol Mahomed lle/.a ('awn and Ihi ja Ann it Siny. hi' 
Ilewans, and to -end them under a yuard l.o ( 'aleutta : tliat hi' 
ha- reeei\cd ad\iee irinii .Mr. Middh'lon. that the -ame ha- 
aeeordinely keen put in (kecnl ion." The ('olirt of Itireelor- 
had written to lln-tiny- that it the a--i-lanee and information 
of Nuneoniar -hould he -er\ieeahle to him in i n \ e-1 iya t i n e 
the <.*oii<liK*t ot K< i za K han. li<‘ -liould viold him -u<di oiicour— 
a^oiUPiits and reward a- 11 i — Ir'diiMr and ilio cxtiait of hi- 
S(‘r \ i(*( i s miolif d<‘-or\e. lln-tino- had no dillioultv in oK ino* 

to th<\-<‘ diriM't ion- a- ho \\;t- him-olf com in.I lhal 

Nuncoina r <*onld ^.i\<‘ xaliiahto ;i--i-t :m< •< * in in \ i on t in o tlic 
oonducl of Kc/a Khan. On the deposition ol that ofticinl In* 
l>ro|K)8C( 1 that M m iiny l»<‘c nm. tlio widow ol Mir dnfHr. 
should lx* made S11 j tori n t on d< *n 1 ot tin* Nnwuh*- hou-ehohl 
and ouardian oF hi- por-on. and that Ua ja < iooroo I >a--. tin' 
,-on ol Nuncomar. -houhl a--i-t her a- hewan. In a lottor to 
the ( ’onrt ol l)ir«»<*tor- ho wrote : 

“'-There is no d<c.al>L that N imcomai i- caji.iltlt' ot aHoidm** me 
great sorvieert 1\> Ins 1 n fot m.it i< >n and «uh ice ; hut it is on h is al > 1 1 1 1 ies, 
and on the activity of hi^ ambition and hatred to Mahomed Uc/a (’awn 
that I depend for investigating the conduct of the latter and, l>y 
eradicating his mtluence, for conli i min<jj the autlioi ity which you have 
assumed in the administration of the allaiis of this country. The 
reward which has been assigned lum will put it full\ in his power to 
answer those expectation-, and will be an encouiajgement to him to 
exert all hi.-, abilities fot the accomplishment of them. Had I not 
been guarded by the caution which you have been pleased to enjoin 
on me, yet my own knowledge of the character of JSTuncomar would. 
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||H\ c rv»tr<iiiu-«.l me ficnn w.-klin^ him ,un U u-t .in\lhiiij> wtiu-li 

I’oilkl piove ilet 1 l iu>m t .il 111 the * '■ >i u | > 11i\''H inleie-<- 

In making lli<‘ a i ra n^.-m.-iU I l ; i " t i n o. " w a " o. ii h 1 * *»1, if will 

I >< * -«*en. not h\ ^«'iici o-ii > . Imt l>\ j »r m lem *o. lie had known 

N iincomnr loo Ion it ami too well t «T ha \ »■ an\ conlidcmv in 
him. What < live hah d i "« o\ «»rt ■« l late In* h,nl »l i-no \ erm l 
carh . In* wrote to tin* l>iroetoi*" : 

“ Krom the \e,u’ I 7'»!> t*» the time when I loti lh*ngal in I T < 5 1 

I w as ei l urai^ed iii a • out inneil <> j » j m ►»>i t i«>i i to tin* intei est-' ami dosi >51 ^ 

<>t that man, het ame I linked him to be <ul \ ei -.e to tin* welfare <>t 

in v em j»lo \ ei s , .did ill th.ill -'•e 1 »t till" « «*11 1 «* 11 1 1 o 11 I I oce 1 v oil *■*' 1 ll i - 

* lent liidie.itnniK <•! Iu> ill-will l<* lm \ e iii.nl * 1 m<* .111 11 1 eeoiK ihthle 
<>iiein\ it l con hi " u 11 e 1 111 v pas-uon- l ■ ■ ^M|»ei -»ede tin* dot \ which 1 
OW'C to the < oil 1 1 >«III \ 

i*l n • < • \ i d( *i n •< • 1 - < ► n I \ too < * h ■< ii that I l a " t m" 4 • * * 1 * ol allow 
i 1 i — pa""ioii" to "iipcr"« de h 1 " dul \ 01 even to o\ei-riile hi" 

I in l^ni(‘ii t < > 1* hi" "«• n "«* < d 111 "i »<*e. In a well-known niinule In* 
n*curded an opinion ol* Nmmomai than which nothing eotild 
Im* lairer. Without taking it upon h 1 n 1"«* 11 to \ indiralc tin* 
moral ehaiaeler ol Nmnomai. In* " think" it lull jit"tiee to 
make a < I i "I i m *t toil hei ween tin* \iolafion ol a /ru.<t ami an 
otVeiiee committed .i^.iiml o n 1 ( ioxeinnirnt I» \ a man who 
ow ml it no a lle^u nee. 1101 w.i" indebted to it f o 1 pidtret ion. 
hut on tin* enntran wa- tin* aeiu J "ervanl and mini" 1 <*i* of a 
ma-t ei w lio'i* nilei e-i lint m ;ill\ " u jj. ^1. < *" t < *1 1 that kiinl ol poliev 
w h i<-h "<»t 1 o 1 1 1 h% I’orei*! n aid- a in I tin* diminution of tin* power" 
of tin* < \nn pa n \ to 1 a i "* * hi" own m >n "o< p n • 11 ■< * ami 10 re-e"t a M i"h 
hi" authority." 

Tin* < ourl of hueetoi - ;ip)n eeiaied I 1 a "t i i w i "< ion i 

and "<*lf-i «*"t rain t. and wrote to liim : • 

“ Voiil < lioiee of tin* D'*mim foi ^u-u di.ui to tie* Nawab we enlii e- 
1 > appio\t* the iu'* \ ou intend linking <*t \’mikI< onmai is vei y proper, 
hihI it atloids us ^re.it sati"f.e turn to lind that \ on eoiild at once 
determine to supples" all personal usentmeut when the public welfare 
sefined to da.slt with your piivate sentiments ielati\e to I s * u ndc< Mjinar.’’ 

Nuilcotnar mii"t have done hi" !»<•"! to "eeiire e\ ideneo 

noaiii"t the admin i"t i a t oi w lifoe phi*«* In* w iintod to fill, hut 
o 1 
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niter a protracted trial both Mahomed Hex a Khan and l\uja 
Shitab iloy were acquitted of the charges brought against 
them. (Treat was Nimcoinar’s disappointment when the 
offices of tlipse grandees were abolished. The* effect of this 
stroke of Hastings policy on Nuncomar's mind cannot be 
better described than in the wonb of Macaulav : 

“Nundcoomar had proposed to destroy the Mussalman administia- 
tion, and to rise on its ruin. Both his malevolence and his cupidity 
had been disappointed. Hastings had made him a tool, had used him 
for the purpose of accomplishing the transfer of the Government from 
Moorshedabad to (‘aleutta, from native to Kuropean hands. The rival, 
the enemy, so long envied, so implacably persecuted, had been dismissed 
unhurt. 1 he situation so long and ardently desired had been abolish¬ 
ed. Lt was natural that the Governor should be from that time an 
object of the most intense hatred to the vindictive Brahmin. As yet, 
however, it was necessary to suppress such feelings. The time was 
coming when that long animosity was to end in a desperate and deadly 
struggle.” 

I bat N uncomar - sole end was personal agoramliscmcnt. 
that he wanted to rise on the ruin o! tin* Mahomedan adminis- 
ti ation, is evidenced also by the proceedings, already <pioted, 
of the Select ( ommittee of- the lJJth dtil\ I 7bo. Hastings 
had now given a crushing blow to his long cherished ambition, 
but, as events showed. In* had only scotched the snake. 
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The a | ipoi ii t men t to which Nmu-omur aspired, ami of 
which lie \va- baulked, was one whieli Nuhki—en eouhl have 
had for the asking. Tin* ilocnment 1 which follow thrown 
light on the ei reum "t a lice- which led to the a 1 1 | loin t nielli <*1 
Mahomed lle/.ji Khan. 

At a Ski.kit Ci>m.miti kk iii-.lii tiik S </,/< ml ,, r 

m \ r I 'oit t \V i i.i.i \ m. 

Tiik Uh.iii IIonoi kahi.k Hoiu> (i.ivi-., /V. **</>•/*/. 

John CinvAr, Km|. 

It VliltV \ HltKsl.sT, Iwi,'. 

11 appeal s that though M.dmmed He/.,i Kh.in is a wry pliable 
gentleman, vet we ilo not \ei) milt It approve bin appointineiit to tile 
post of Nat-1) Nazim of Helical, This gentleman lias a very huge 
amount of passive goodness. Hut we want, that tin- Naeb Nazim 
should he a very active man, who would most, willingly lend ns valuable 
assi.st.uiee in the impi o\ t-meiit of tun most lawful trade. 

There is no other mail so well, lilted for t he post ns Halm Ham 
ILari < 'lint tei joe, at pi'-sout Itewau of om Kasim lla/ar Factory. Hut 
some winked people, at the instigation of .M a ha raja h X un ( 'oiiiiiar, have 
sent us a pet i tion objeting to Ham I lai is appoi n I inent to this most 
responsible post The gioiindof lheir olijeetion is that Ham llari is^. 
not a desi.-enda nt of an a i ist< >erat ie fa mi 1 v, and that his fat her wan in the 
service of M oinis1ici‘ N^bakisson hm a > ook at a monthly pay of one 
rupo.* eight amiHH. 

Wo would have tiled our be->t not to believe thin falwe story. 

I>ut/ unfortunately Nabakisi-.cn himself told me that Kiiin J 1 ari’n father 
was his cook on a salaiy of one Rupee only. Nabakisnen Ws certainly to 
blame for uneoiiseiotisly corroljoraPing a false story, concocted by men 
belonging to Nun ( ootnar’s patty. 

We are therefoie compelled t<» approve and confiim the appoint¬ 
ment of Mahomed lle/a Khan. 

An appoinl men t to which a "on of Ndibkis^cn*- rook sva.^ 
held eligible \va- one which Nuhki-—en migdit not only' have 

1 Ouot«.-I in the Bt-uguli book on Maharajub Nun«la CooTuar by Cbau>li Ubarnu sen, j>ayu 220. 
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obtained if 1 h> had carcil for it, hut which lie had practically 
at his dispo.-al. Any nominee ol‘ hi- could have obtained it. 
lie had no ambition, however, to till appointment- of that, 
kind. .Mere .emoluments were no attraction to him. Hi- 
interests were political, and mere ci\il offices, however lii^li, 
were not to hi- tu-te. ;it tins' rate sifter he had proved his 
political capacit v and made hi- mark in political life. Nun- 
comar's ambition was sshollv different. He sva- eser thirst- 
ine for liie^li cisil emplns incut, for mere self—tie crandize- 
ment and not service of the -talc ss as his end. (ireat indeed 
sverc hi- indi e.n;i t ion and disappointment ss hen the office of 
TsJuib Sitliali wu- siboli-hed. He planned vciifteancc a^ain-l 
Warren Ha-tine-, and ;i favourable opportunity aro-e svhen 
by the arrival of the member- of the ness ly appointed ('oun- 
eil, the posser and iniportanee of lLa-tin<i- ssere reclueed. 
The ( 'ouncil came ■'armed ssitli the mo-t u i icom prom isi n ”, 
spirit of ho-tilits' tossard- tile ( *o\eminent of the ('ompany, 
and tosvan 1- 1 I a-tii)”,- in particular.” Almo-t immeiliatelv 

sifter their arrisal they " ss re-ted the ”,os eminent out of the 
hands of I last i ii”,-.” Nnncojnstr took a d s si n t:i ”,< • of the -filia¬ 
tion. ILi- attempt to humiliate and if po—ible crti-li 1 lsi-t in <*,- 
1 1 s i — been to Alaea u Isi s' a teat for a -sseepin”, con i le i nnst t ion 
not merely of 15on”alco. but of Indian stud es en A-iatic cha- 
rsicter. lli- judgment i- ssorlh notiii” : 

‘ - The n at i \ es —ee 11 feu nil till- e II I j t li.it I-, t I la l till' In -1 lei | lew i 'l'.- of 
(tnvi'i’inm'iit ami its must valuable patronage had been taken from 
Wjutcii LLastine.sJ. They considered him as si fallen man, anil they 
acted after their kind. Seine of our readers may have seen in 
India, ss cloud of crows perkily' a siek vulture to dessth, ne 
bad type of what happens in that country as often as fortune 
deserts one who has been ere.it and dreaded. In an instant all 
tbe sycophants who had lately been ready to lie tor him, to 
foroe for him, to pander for him, to poison for him, hasten to purchase 
the favour of his victorious enemies by accuuin- him. -Vn Indian 
tiovernment lias only to let it be understood that it wishes a particular 
mall to be ruined, anil in twenty-tour hours it will be furnished with 
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. IV «; eli.irpc-, -upported l>y dcp< •'-it i< >n i -■> full And ... that 

anv piTson iniiiccii-t. mini t<> \ M.dK- mciwhi-iiy ""iilil it h* 

deci-ive.Il.r-tinp- s\ a- now a- lielple--. Tin 1 power to 

make or ni.tr tin* folium- of e\,i\ man in Hi'iii;.il had pn—cd, in it 
-c-emed, into tin- halide of tin- new t ' >u 11 »1loi - . I in uieflin t cl y t-lia i p ■- 
aif.iimt tin- < iovt-riior l tenei al Imo.ui to pom m 

'I'll i- i- nei 1 her j u -t a - opinion norromrl ;i - hi- tory . It i- a 
"riirrali'alioi) from a -inple in'lani'c and i- at he-1 a pr<>-- cx- 
apporation ol a defect in -ome in pe- ol Indian < d la in t-t o r. In 
tin - noxt place it doc- not appear that any eliai’pe- potlfcil in 
a pa i n -1 tile < » o\ ernor-< ieneia I. Indeed no one. certainly no 
IScnpalee exeept Ximcomai. appeal- to lia \ e hroupht am 
cl la r o e a ■> a i 11 -1 1 1 a -l i 11 p-. It I- Niincomai alone dial I ten pa lee- 

mu-t thank lor -itch ceililieate- a- Macaiihn ha- inoupht lit 
to pi i e them a hon I then national dial act ei. and the only 
w a \ in which the\ can \ indicale thent-el\c- and uphold their 
honour i- I > x di-owninp the mlainoii- Nnucomar. t It: 1 1 i- hy 
d i-cl a i I n i 11 p all -\ inpatliN w till linn. No I tenpa Ice approached 
him in eimuinp or criminality, and none wa- -o ready to ho 
a crow peckinp a -iek N till ill e to death. 

The a cc 11 -a t i on whichNimcoiii.il Iniiiipht apain-l I In—t ill p — 

wa- formulated in a letter addn e. I to tile < im ernor and 

t ‘o n ne i I and laid lie ho i e the I’mnrd on the I I t h Mnreh. 1 7 7 d. 
Iiv I'ranei-. into wlio-e liund- it had heeii de|i\ered. [t wa- 
partly in the nature »of an in-innat inn and pa i t I y direct. 

Niineomar i elated hi- connection with the ( 'oiiipiinv and re- 

m 1 

ciniiilcil what lie enn-idcml to he hi- -ervice-, one of which 
wa- that he ;i —i-ted Ha-tinp- ill pro-eciilinp Miihiyneil |{cxa 
Khan and Shitah Ifnv. Then t h elicci i-a t ion liepin-. Mahomed 
lle/.ii Klian oflered It) lakh- to lla-tinp- and 2 lakh- to Ndin- 
eomar. and Shitah liny otVered 1 lakh- to lla-tinp- and one 
lakh to Nttnrtintar. Tlie-e oil er- Nuiiconia r, in a 11 1 lone-f v and 

with a no! ile d i - i n t e re-1 ed 1 it . repoited to Ila-tinps, who not 

wi-hinp that theie -liotild he a witnt—. to hi- corruption, 
refused them. liut soon aftei 1 La -tinp- -et Mahomed liezu 
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Ivhan at liberty and entirely dropt the enquiry into 1 1 iem¬ 
bezzlements and nullpractice-. “ IVliv this extraordinary 
favour was so suddenly shown, the (iovernor ean host assign 
the reasons.” Shitab Itov was reinstated in office. “ Motives 

' 0 

ot tlic\-.<* j h*oc*<hm 1 i n will Ik* iui<l<*r>to<><l from Mr, Has¬ 

tings himsel 1.” The ingenuous Nnneoniar eould not imagine 
wliv his prosreiition shouhl break down tmlc.— the person con¬ 
ducting the inquiry had received an illegal era t i ti ea t ion . He 
was apparently not prepared to say that he had offered con¬ 
vincing evidence against the men he had proseeuted, but li<‘ 
made the (piiet assumption or stigye-tjon that brih<>ry alone 
eould account for the result. The direct charge comes next. 
At various time- in the year 1772 Ha-tiny- had received the 
sum of three lakhs and (ifty-four ihottstind rupees from Nun- 
eoniiir and Munnv Begum for procurin'; Usija (iooroo Has- s 
appointment to the Niabut and cau-iug Munnv Begum to be 
made the superior of the famiK’. 

'l’he letter containing the aeeu-ation had been received by 
Francis in hi~ home in the eottr-e ol a vi-it of Nuneomar's. 
Ho prufessetl to have not read it before he htid if before the 
Board. At a meet ill” of the Board on the loth March 17 7.7 
smother letter from Nunconiar wtt- received and read, in which 
he offered to appear before the Board to give hi- evidence, 
oral and documentary, Ha-tings's enemies in ( ‘otineil, Francis, 
Monsonand Clavcrin”, -eemed to revel, ill the opportunity thus 
offered of humiliating lLa-ting-. They desired to summon 
Nunconiar befor'v the ( 'otineil to give »w itlence. Hastings 
recorded a Minute in w Inch he protested against the procedure 
its tieiii < r unconstitutional ambineousistent with his position. It 
is not necessary here to refer in detail to the various passages 
at, arms between Hit-tiny- and his opponent- in ( 'ouneil, and 
it is enough only to state the conelu-ion. Ha-tiny- declared 
the Council dissolved and protested agaiu-t act- of the Council 
during his absence as illegal and unwarranted. He then 

quitted the Council. - Barvt'ell also withdrew from the 
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Hoard. (imcral ('laverino, took tho chair. Nuncomar was 
t ailed in and a-ked to offer hi' caiiknir. A careful analvd' 
of the I'vidflUT i- o i \ on hv Sir dame- Stephen in hi' work 
" N nneotnar and 1 mpey. I ha t writer, ark no w h’tj e.ed to hat'r 
hern one of the ereate-t anthoritie- on (Timinal haw and the 
hiw oi Kv idenee. hit- < • A | >r <’"tfr 1 the opinion that the e\ idenee 
was firi^-lv inadequate to support the eharee-. The Hoard, 
however. eatne to the emu ■ 1 11 — u in " that the -e\ eral ■'tint'' oi 
inollev 'peeitied in Maharaja Nnneomar ' letter ol the St h 
Marrlt have keen rrrrin'd !>v the ( i o\ernor-( < enera I, and that 
the 'aid 'tint' of iilonev do ot ri"ht helott” to the Ha~t 
India ( ‘oill pa n v . It w a ' revolt ed "that tile ( inverimr-t iene- 

ral hi' reqne'ted to pat into (lie ( 'ompaiiv ' Irra-iirt th inotuit 
of tho~e 'tint' for the ( Cimpant ' tt'e. Ill aeeordanre 

with the order' of the Hoard the paper' and priirerilino> 
were delivered to the <'ompaiiv‘~ Attorney ~o that he 
niioht obtain eomi'ef' opinion*;!' to I lie mean' of recover¬ 
in'’ the 'iint' of monev which lla~tine~ had been declared 
liable to pa \ into the (ompanv'' trea'int . Tile law officer' 
of the ('ompanv in Helical did nut ndvi'o anv pio'cciition in 
India, but 1 bet adt i'ed file Hoard to 'end the record' to the 
(’ompanv who iniplit take — 11 < It le^al -tcp- :i' lliev niioht be 
adt i'ed. Ihe 'ub~eijiieni lii'tort ol the proceed i ii a-, cannot 
be better de'Ctibed than in the word' of Hol’d Tlmrlow : 

Tlie'c document' arrived at a time when it eertainlv wsi' 
the anximi' w i'll of the Mini'ter to take any lair and reason- 
able rrouiid lie could for the removal ol Mr* Ila'tines. '1’lie 
paper' were all 'iibmitted to the law otHeei-' of the ( 'onipauv, 
who declared that the i n for ma t iitft of Xiindroomar, even up¬ 
on the I'.rji.irti- ca-e before them, could not poS'iblv he li'uc. 
The rea-oii' for that belief were ri"irned :it length. The 
Director', tlioitch :i majority of them were very well di'jio'ed 
to obliee the Mini'ter, roncurred with their law officers, and 
all th at ml>1 >i<li :i ii c 1 trash remained unnoticed from 1770 to tho 
year I7>5t>, when, a- your J.<ord^hips know, it was repeatedly 
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mentioned to you by the managers as eontainin g proofs 
of the corruption of Mr. Hustings, and it was very properly 
rejected bv tin* < 'oiirt. It was never pretended by the mana¬ 
gers that they hail evidence to go a step beyond this rejected 
information of N undeoomar."’ 

Nnneomar next comes into notice as one of the accused in a 
charge of cons pi racy a ga i list 1 last in gs and Harwell. OneCamal- 
ud-din made a complaint to Ha-tines to the effect that he had 
been forced bv Nnneomar and Mr. Kowkc to >ien a petition 
stating that he had bribed Ha-tines and Harwell. Ho was 
referred to the t'hief du-tiee. and the .1 udee-. who exercised 
the functions of ju-tiees of (lie peace, held an inquiry. There 
Wits no pi'inta /'<)<■/<■ ca-e again-}- iVanri- foukc. who wits dis¬ 
charged. Hastings, Harwell and N’ansittait were asked it 
the v intended to prosecute .lo-epli how ke. Nnneomar anil 
Kadha ( 'hunt for eon-piraev. Thev tleelared their intention 
to prosecute. At the st—-ion, Ximciiinar and Fowke were 
Convicted on the chare,. ,,l riin-piraev against Harwell alone. 
Fowke was lined fil'tv rupee-. No -entenee was passed on 
Nnneomar, because lie wa- in jail awaiting the extreme penal¬ 
ty of the law for hi- memorable conviction on a charge of 
forgery. 

If it is nocessarv to refer to the ’trial for foreery, it is 
because Nttbki.-sen cave evidence in it. The popular notion 
with regard to that trial has. for a longtime, been that it was a 
vindictive prosecution abetted, if not started, by Hastings, and 
that Impey, acting:; as his tool, convicted Nnneomar, or rather 
secured his conviction by the unfair admission and rejection 
of evidence and by misdirections to the jury. It is necessary 
to remember, however, that the prosecution arose out of a 
civil ease which had been instituted in the Diwani Adulut or 
( ’ivil C 'ourt of ( laleutta about two years before Sir KHijali T in— 
poy and the other Judges of tin: Supreme t’ourt arrived in 
Calcutta ; that when criminal proceedings were first institu¬ 
ted the complaint was enquired into by two Judges of the 
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Supremo ( ’-ourt (not includino Impev) uetin^a-. ju-tioo-i of the 
peace before tile ease was ocmnnii tod to the session- presided 
over by Sir Klijah Impev : and the trial was held not only 
before biin, but liefore liitn and the other dadoes 0 f fj,,. 
Supreme Court. 

Tin* facts oi the ea-e are briefly a- follows. 'Pin* ei\il 
suit just referred to had been instituted ueainst Nuneoniar 
by (» unjra bi-sen. the executor of Bollakev Hiss, a banker^ 

It had in fttet been instituted earlier in tin* dudieial < 'utoherrv 
;tnd was transferred to the |)ewani Adalul on its establish¬ 
ment in 1 . 72. A -yin ol o\er a lakh .and a iptarter wa~ 
elaimtai a- *■ < I lie r<> tin* estate for < 'ompanv'- bonds." X tin — 
eomar denied the claim, aliening* that jil'ter adjustin' of ac¬ 
counts. there was a small balance in his favour. The account 
'•“I up had been sinned by the plaintilV and his attornev. 
Molutii I'cr-had. but they denied that it was an account with 
Nunooniitr. In the course oT the defence, Nuneoniar set up 
three bonds aliened to lia\e been executed in his favour 
by liollakey I hi -—upon the «l ren^lll of which Nuneom.ar 
claimed to retain the ( 'untpaia's bonds. 'Phi* court re¬ 

commended arbitration lor 'e\eral reason-. N tiueoiiiar at 
litst raised a difficulty, but afterwards consented. Tin* 

parties. howe\er. could not aorce about arbitrators, and 

whilst matters were in tlti- sii-pcn-c, the Supreme < ’ourt of" 
• I udicattire arri\ed in ^enj;al (< )et ober ill, 17 7 1). The ] ilaint iff, 
who believed the bonds to be fictitious, was advised by his 
client to institute a criminal prosecution H>r forocrv a ^a i list. 
Nnncomiir, now tluit a competent and independent ('ourt was 
available. Xo prooeediues (.-otil^l be instituted, however, before 
the plaintiff could j^et access to the oriental papers which 
were not obtained till after mam applications had been made 
from time to time. ( >n the t'.th of May 1 7 7 7» Nuneoniar was 
broil oh t before be Maistre and Hyde ami was committed 
to the common oaol to be tried on a charge of felonious¬ 
ly utterino a forced writiwo obligatory with intent to 
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U'j’ v ,. , «*_•£ x : • • - , r 

, ^efraud the executors oif BoXlakey Doss. Those Judges in 
pgr o£ Directors, August 2, 1775, say : 

tlio . o£ the forgery was exhibited against the 

, Mr. .Justice Le Maistrc happened to 
Vgittwg magistrate. Mdc requested" the assistance o£ 
Hyde, who attended with him the whole day upon 
75 |dijKa>*aination,. which lasted from nine in the morning till 
"'pCUr ten at night ; when, no tjtouhl of his guilt r emaining in 
tins • hfiart' of eitiiwr of its, upon the evidence on the part 
of th©.*; <3rp w^a, commitment in the usual form was made 
^«mt,^ ; vT^ ~~V'. V- 

; '“.The.importance of these details,” says Sir J. F. Stephen, 

- * c lies in the fact that they show that whatever connection 
Hastings and Impey, or either of- them, may have had with 
'tj^v^osecution.of Nunoomar, it originate*! in the usual way. 
There bud been a litigation of long standing,-in which an im¬ 
putation of: forgery had been east upon TST unco mar. His an¬ 
tagonist decide^ to prosecute him criminally, and tried to do 
so many nmntlls before the Supreme Court was established, 
i-b^ Waa JJTOble at that time to get the necessary materials. 
.''When the Supreme Court was established these efforts 
renewed, and succeeded ; and as soon as the forged 
docnpsteiif was obtained, Nuncoinnr was brought before 
the -paaigiatraies and committed for trial in the ordinary 
. courw.*. <? 

, The purposes of this book do not require a more elabo¬ 

rate statement of ©lie facts of the ease. The most complete 
. and the most searching and systematic account of the case 
au^Nfljl all Jacts connected with it is to be found in Sir J. F. 

Wtork. to which it is impossible for’ any writer 
. - dsf^Mis chapter of Indian History to avoid incurring a 
T-Very large obligation. There is no occasion here to discuss 
;r the merit** of tlie case or the impartiality of the tri- 
• bunal, Tt is sufficient to consider the evidence given by 
an. 
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A. It is not necessary. [Translate of a bond exhibit A read. 1 
The prisoner desired he might ask -Rajah Nobkissen a question. 
Court. Tet hint consult his Counsel before he ask the question. 
[The question being overheard by Nobkissen, he said, “ Malm Raja 
Nundocomar had better nqt ask me that question.” Upon which 
Nundocomar declined asking the question.] 

Court to .fur //.—You must receive no prejudice from this; yon 
must forget the conversation, and judge only by the evidence at the bar. 

[The Jury said they would only judge by the evidence.] 

• V. How long did you know before his death ? 

A. r believe, three or four years, when Lord (Jive was (Governor. 
C* What was Rollakey Doss’s business ? 

A. He was not then in any business in Calcutta. 

(<?• Was you intimate with him ? 

A I was very well acquainted with him. 

C- What was his general character ’ 

,1. A very honest man. 

V- Did you know Pudmohun Doss 7 
A. I did. 

V- Do you know anything of Rollakey Doss’s circumstances 7 
yl. fie was reckoned a monied man. 


V- Are you acquainted with Rollakey Doss’s 
bonds? 

A .— T know nothing about it. 

Again ; 1 Kajail Nobkissen. 

V-— Did you know Nillabut ’> 


manner of executing 


d. —Yes; he was a Vakeel and Mulish \ of Rollakey Doss. 

V-— Are you acquainted with his handwriting 7 
-I. T am ; 1 have seen him write many,times. 

[ JSond shewn him. ] 

Q • —tliis the 1,' inriwritingr of Sillabut ? 

A. The words “.Sillabut, Vakeel of Rollakey Doss,” are not of 
his handwrit'ng : it is not his common writing: 1 have seen several 
papers of his handwriting. ’ 

( S< t<an - vou tak, ‘ "pon you to swear it is not his handwriting ? 
d.—Sillabut wrote several letters to me and Lord Clive, and has 
wrote several things before me : this is not the kind of writing 
1 have seen him write ; but Cod knows whether it is his handwriting 
or not. ^ 


' Idem. Rp. HO, 31. 
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Q .—Wliat is your opinion al«*ut it 7 

A. — The prisoner in a Kmhmin ; T am a < \>it ; it may hin t my reli- 
ppon ; it is not a triflin'* matter ; the lift* of a Brahmin is at stak^>. 

< t t. —I>o y on, or do y on not, think this the handwriting of Silla 
hut * hVniemhpr, you are upon your «**th, to tell t l*e truth, and the 
whole t ruth. 

d. --1 I’iinnoi tell what is upon my mind on this occasion about it. 

</. -Why not * 

.1. -This concerns the life of a brahmin. I don't chose to say what 
is in my mind about it. 

— I>ic1 Sillabut write a better, or woise, hand than this / 
d.— Tilt* letters on this paper are well formed those of Sillabut 
are not badly formed, ^ut are not so good as these. 

The papei s aie shewn him which were shewn to the former 
witness, for the pin pose of select ing those which were t ’ hand¬ 
writing of Sillabut : he n 11 med lately fixes on tin* throe jiapeis before* 
proved to lie the handw i it ing «»f Sillabut 

n itnes*.- TIi.--..- tin.-.. are 11»«■ ha ml \v ri t ill" of Sillabut ; 1 ean 

find no oilier papoi s of hix wiiting among iIh'm-. 
t/, -1 >i(l you 0V01' M4‘(‘ tllOKO |)a]M‘l’H l'oforr ‘ 

. 1 . — NVvoi' in my lifi' ■ I mu it wax in sin h a oauXe ■ I would 
rather lose a great mini of money than bo in xuoh a eaiiso. 

Tlnit i- all flit* ovidcncc t ha t . JST tt 1 ik i~.~* *11 gate in the oa~o, 
ami if might ha\o boon loft to -|irak for it~olf if it had not 
boon vorv lnttoli mi-tm < lo r~t ooc I ttml in i~ro| >re*cii t od. Sir 
Klijali Impi'v in hi~ diiirgo to tlio jury rofoi-x to it in tho 
followin'; torni' : 

“ 15 ijali Nolikitwett, tlio paper being xliewn him, swore posi- 
tivclv, that it wax not tho ha mlwriti ug of Sillabut; but after ward# 
retracted tho poxiti vonoxx of hi* opinion : but tht^ circumstance of hi* 
liinnodiato fixing on tho three papor*. which woro before proved to bo 
of sillabut'* writing. <* a "trongu- proof of tho knowledge of hi* 
handwriting, than any positive <»th. I must again caution you 
against receiving any impression tmfavotirablc to thr prisoner, from 
the hesitation and doubts or exelamat ionx of thi* witriris, or from 
any other circumstaneex rxcept wdiat ho aotually de|>osed to.’ 

This ix an acknowledgment that, in xpito of hi* hesitation, 
doubt* and exclamation*, tho o\ iilenfr given by Nuhkissen 
wa~ absolutely true, judged lit a ve»y practical test. There 
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was no attempt at eross-oxnininino; him. Sir .James Stephen's 
comment on Ins evidence is; -- Both the reluctance and the 
obvious conviction \\ ith \\ liicli he spoke are \ er\ remarkable.” 1 
In another palace tluu writer lias occasion to refer to 
Xuliki-son s *' reluctance to oive evidence on Nuneoniar's 
irial.” - 

1 lie reluctanee is capable of beino uniler'tood in two 
\vav~. either a~ an artful means ,,f expressing the \ erv thine 
which it appeared to suppress, or as a oenuine unwillingness 
to ~a\ a thine which would endanger a Brahmin's life. 
Buies <,| charity and common 'Cii-e alike tell u> to presume 
an honorahle purpose in preference to a perverse ,,n ( . where 
both are equally possible. Apart from all principles of pre- 
stunption, however, there are certain fact- to he borne in 
mind in connection with Nulikis-ni's evidence. The truth of 
it is indisputable. Hi- hesitation cannot therefore lie rejfaril- 
e<l as the prevarication of a perver-e witness who concents 
l"s i<> noranee of a fact by answers that simulate knowledge, 
who in spite o| hi- iyiioranee i- bent on ruinino ;i prisoner 
by mere -uwesfimis of yuib. but who dare- not make posi¬ 
tive affirmation- for fear of expo-mo hi- mendneitv. Xub- 
ki—en -liovv ei I that he reallv did know Sillabut - handvvritino 
and wa- -ati-lied in hi- own mind that the si^ntiture shown 
to him on the bond wa- not in Sillabub- hand w ritni o. Xo 
ero' —examillation could have discredited hi- evidence. If 
he -till hesitated, it i- clear that it vv a - a hnnn-fid,. hc-i t a t ion. 

It can never be ' pretended that In' knew nothino )( f the 
matter on which he wa- called upon to oive 7v idenee. 
or that he knew the rever e of vvh.at he elm-e to -av. tinil 
that out of spite ao;,in-t tile prisoner or to help the pro¬ 
secution, in-, by hi- hesitation, merely put on a knowing 
aspect. What he did know wa- act,in-t the prisoner, and there 
was nothino to prevent hi- sivino it outrioiit. saving it with 

'JX’um-omu r and finju't/. V<>1 [, p. 120. 

‘Ith*m Vo:. II, p. i>87. root-note. 
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e:i”erm—. ami -;i\iii” il with cm | • 1 1 :i — i —. f>\.i^»i' 1 aiinn ami or¬ 
nament. it 1 1 i ~ (Hir|io-c w;t- m help the | >r< i-ec ti t i< m ami <l:im- 
: Ie tilt* del’enee. The he~i t a I it 111 o.i- 1 1 i -1 ila \ ei I in a ('milt of 
Law ami not in a 1 1 ra %\ i n ” - rooi 11 . NuliLi~-en w^t- ^i \ in^ e\i- 
tlenee anti not cot j i let t i n <> with a Irientl. \\ li\ then w;i- he 

~o inotlesl. -o 'VM'fllt relnetant. ~o i nt| mrl n na t e not tii lie pie- 

etl !' < >1i\ iott -1 v he wa- in<lul”ii>e in no a h eel a t ion . lull wa~ 
'iiift'iflv unwilling to heal c\ Lienee ajtaiii'i a Ihahmiy 
wlitun he a 1 w ;i \ - re”a i*t lt*< I with kimll\ I’eeliii”' ami w ho-e 
lit <* now a t •'I a k< •. 

Tin- trial roinn^Miri-tl on tin* Mill ol -him- ami lasted lot 
<*n (‘oH'i-ciii i \ «• da\-. Tlm |m\ M'luriH'tl a miaiiiiiKiii' 

"v <»r< Ik t <>f «^n i 1 1 \ . 

A motion in a i i **-t * > I jml^iiiriii \\ a - i na «h ■ I > \ tin* | >r i- oimi *- 
coun-'cl. M ) - . 1'a ri'ri . ami i o j«• < ■ l (• < I _ 11m ( 'oiu I |»i onon m od 
tin* ''rntriirr oi death. A petition loi leave to appeal w a- 
rejeeted. A petition to tin- to whieli tin* -ionature- 

of tin* Jury w ci <* *-oti£»lit to 1 m* olitaim*<|. j»ia\in^ lor a re-pite. 
had to he alianJoni'd. l>« , «-ainc only on<* jin \ in;in < on-< • 111 <•< 1 to 
don it. Xmmomar |uv|»a i c<l a petition to In* | »n-rn t e< I in the 
( won mu»r-( * enet a 1 in < ouinil. 1 »H ore - u 1 >n 11 1 1 i no jt In* w rulr 
a letter to Kraimi- earimdly -i>1 i< • i t i n o hi- int<-i \ cntioii. In 
tlm eour-e of tin* lotto] ho wioto ; 

* l All my hope-* uiidri < • od A limnlit;. i- in you, t hei e| oi e mod* 
lnnnhlv entio.it, in the ifllmr of ( lod, sou will In pha-a-d to intnu-di- 
for inr Hlld jiHitUlr .t l c -pi to 1 1 11 Ills ( ii,i< lo,., M«»jo**l)’h pluHblllr 

I*-* ktmwn.\I t li tardy rely on Yom Woi -hi^ s eiide.tvoui to do me 

all the K‘ ,,# d you can, I dial! not, accoidiljo to tin- opinion of tin* 
Hindoos, accuse \ on in the day of judgment of uo^leetiii^ to a-sist me 
in the extremity I am now hi • 

Sir danm- Stephen repiint- tlm lottor.datod tin* did Julv, 

1 7 7 a. from Mcri \ al<*‘- /,//e o/ /Ao/oA. Fr;mri' aeted a- IWa- 
oaulayA J3oii«*alee would ha \ o dom*. A- Sir d. Stephen 
rfinark" : 

“ There is au ominous tuue m the concluding woids wliich must 
at least lmve ^iven Fiauu-i an iftieasy t^vin^e ill aftei life, when lie 
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thought, if ho over did think, that earnestly and unsuccessfully as 
he had laboured for years to wreak hi.s deadly malice on .Hastings 
anil Inipey, he had left Nuucouar to die when he could have saved 
him with a word, and was as false and treacherous to his friend as 
he was persistent in Ill’s malignity against his enemies.” 

Tim iiravcr of Xuneomar’.- petition to tin 1 (iotrrnor- 
(ic'iiri'iil vva- " to intri'cedc with tin* -Judges on vour petition¬ 
er’s heliuir for ;i respite on sttelt condition- as might he 
thought proper." Ha-ting-. -ugge-ted that the ( ‘ouuril 
-hould endor-e the petition to the Courl. (irneral ('layer¬ 
ing and ( 'olonel Mon.-on opposed the idea. and tile matter 
Wit- droppeil. Tlti- contempt units rejection Itv the majority 
of the ( lounril, of Xmtcomar’- petition to them, form- the 
subject of some strong Imt well-de.-erved rennirk- Itv Sir 
.lames Stephen : ”<>n the I-f of Augu-t 177u." write- lie. 

they Imd it in their power to -a\e Ntincolliar's life Itv 
simply voting in their capacity s>f a majority of the ( 'ouuril. 
to send to the judge-, in the name of the ( 1 ov er nor-( i enera 1 

a ml < 'ouuril, the letter w It ieh fa tier had ilfawit.1 f ;it that 

time they really did helieve that lie wit- an innocent man, on 
the point of being judicially murdered, they made them-elve-. 
I.\ their conduct, accomplice- iu the murder which they be¬ 
lieved to he in the course of being committed." 

* ('layering. Mon-on ami l'danei- were cruelly indifferent. 

I'lte petition was not -cut on to the -Judge- ; no re-pite 
vva- granted ; anil on the nth oi Augtt-t 1 7 7”) Xuncotnar wa- 
hangi'd. l’he extleme severity ot the -entenee litis made 
Ntineonmr, and will probably* eont inue to make him. tin object 
of general sympathy. It i- impo--il>le not to ;tgr<‘e with 
Macaulay. A sentence falling short of the capital would 
have commanded tmiver-al approval, tor not only was there 
no doubt ol Muncttmar s guilt in the ca-e in w hieh he vva- con- 
v icted, hut no mini could he in wor-e repute than he vva- a- 
to his general character anti behaviour. It would -cent that 
iu spite of this severity «ol the sentence, the conviction was 
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rcoarded with it | >jinn a 1 l>y various <-la~-e- <>t In tin* 

course of .Ittlv four a < h 1 r<-s-<-- wore | uv-cn I <•< 1 to tln> .1 ml^c' 
ypjirot tn<t oi tlioirootnhiet. lit** first w a — a<l(li'( , "'r<l 1 >y tin' 

irnmil j ti f v to I n i1 mv | kt -oil a 11 y : tin- -ei-om 1 wa-^a l-o a 1 1< 1 ro — o< 1 
to Impev | icr-nna 11 v 1>\ Knro|iraii' railing llirni-i'hi"-" tho tree 
merchant', i rot 1 nutriner'. ami otlior i n 1 ta hi t a 11 1s ol tho town 
of < 'aleutta tho third wa- 'ioned )>v lorl \ -lliroo Armenian' 
and a i Id ro—oil to all tho .ludo.es : tind tho fourth wa~ 'ijtned la 
a I ion t a hiindrod leading nat it O' oi ( ali-ulta and tho noi^lr- 
huitrhood. headed l>\ Alaharaja N uliki"en. 1 ho la't addie-s 
'into' that tho K i n ^ of lOnyland Ini' torniod a now law : that 
their" heart' wore tilled with various donlil' eonoornin^ the 
iiniiiner in liieh the lien law would o|ioi ale. 1 1 1 1 1 I it t I I n a i) 11 o i 
in w h ioh it had lioon a d 11 i i 1 1 i' t o rod tho'o diniht' had hoon ro~ 
mm oil. and ooiilidottoo and .joy '|nan^ n|> in out lioait-. and 
w O are thorotiehh oon\ii|o.od that tho ooiniln will |'ro'|ior. 
the had ho 111 n ■ i ~h ed and llio’eood ho ohori'heil." It wa- not 
the iiiHltotioo ill the < ’<>ii ft which elicited till- addle-- ol thi‘ 
fill it wa- mor-'hadowod h\ the inflnonoo of 

< 'mi ft 


nat n < 


l it I X oil' 


I I I 

tho < ’oiinoil. The aililro" rntlioj’ ^a\o -iienoth to a 
1: i < • k i 11 o iiiHuonoo. With rcieronee to it lni|»a wrote : 

“ The address ti. tin- itiinloe' I t I n n i^ li t in. imteiniit) i.hiI.I 

, |i \ ei t fi oni |iri>Mii|( tin- sense ol tin- n.it i vi-h mi tin- town, tint it hoi- in- 
,t is sinneil In l.lack banyans. Ktetj ni nth man w ho has liem iij. 
tahnttu wall inform yo*n l.n dsli i | > t hut tln-n- i-mai.i-lvoin- Hindoo in 
tho sot t lom.-nt except th* banyans of < l.-n.-ial < ’lav.-i mn. t’olonol Mon 
-on and Mr. Kraut-in, and one named ('iwHinant, w ho has not nuli- 
„ i i)x-<l to that papei ( 'osHinnut was one of thi*tirHt that proposed the 
address . ho had aftol wards a dispute w ith the ( imel uoi-( lenerul and 
< -..lined about Home allowanie oi^aei-ount of a fiinii as^vill appeal on 
the ii-eords of the t'ouncil, anil dt-i-lineil si^uiiie the addiexH. 

It would thu- appeal- that pul. lie < >| >i 11 i< >t >. Ki i r< > | n-a 11 a- 
w <11 a- native, wa- oxjiri—oil in an u n n i i-t a ka 1 >I<- way in tin- 
nature ol a vote ol col 1 1i<It-noe in the f ourt. It i- very 
likely that tho ma.—<-- of tho Hindoo population wore espe¬ 
cially shocked hy the hanaiii^of a i^on-pieuou- Brahmin, hut 
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it .-cent.- to he clear that all citi/.en>. in whom the >oiw of 
lentil justice prevailed over other -<‘ntimrnt- ami whohntl in- 
trlli^rntl\- followed the course of the trial, lo va II v aeeej >t < •< I a 
result which. f il lamentable, the law remlereil inevitable. 

Thu- clo-ctl a career to which the -catVohl ha- been a real 
'■legation. If Nunconiiir i~ an <*f>j<• r of ~vmpathv to mtv cla" 

<>t men. it is livraiM' lie was handed. Ami -vurcelv has a 
criminal lieen mioit fortunate. lie hroueht eliaime- against 
"Slahomed Heza Khan, ami llioiieh that officer had to lie 
acquitted because tile eharjii- were |>ro\e<l to he I’ahe. sus¬ 
picious men looked upon tin- re-tilt a- proof po-iti\e of the 
corruption of Ila-tin”-. lie hroueht ehatmosof corruption 
auain-t Ha~tin”s. hut though the evidence in -upport of them 
was of the leefile-t. and ronipeti'lit judee~ to-da\ look upon 
them a~ wholly unfounded. lla-tin”- ha- hern presumed 
to ha \ e, with a natural malice. in~tioalod and ~ocretlv 
manaoed the prosecution of •!d~ antagonist and aceusT. 
The t'hicf Justice of the t'ourt which tried him ha- hern 
roundly ehareed with unfairm— on mere suspicion for no 
other reason than that he wa~ a friend of Ila~tine~. Nnn- 
coniar with indi~er i mina t e -pile threw mud at manv. and 
-omethine of jt h:i~ -I tick to each. for him-elf he po-ed a- 
an injured innocent. ;m< 1 the mere empha-i- and pef'i-tenrv 
■ ol hi> protestation^ h;n e in the e\e~ of a <iood inauv invested 

hi' storie~ w ith an air of t ru t h f u Im —. 'When. Iimmrr. he i s 

# 

.judoed a~ lie wn*. and not a~ he or hi~ 'rnlimental champions 
/ have made him out to he. he cannot hut come to he m-o^ni'- 
e< I its a monumental \ ilia in. com pa red to w lioni < ‘cilice m w a~ :i 
simple citi/fen and Titus Oates (l a man of honour. 
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I . \ > l I > v \ - < )i 1 ’ i 1.1.1 < ■ I .11 l Si-.y. vm i i.siiii'. 

N'ciiki.^I'A 11 ; i < I I < * 11 keen in po--e--ion ol* llie [':ilm>k < > I 
I 1 1 <' 1 1; 11 111 r (written al-o I'. I < • 1 1;»] >i I r. Iteha|>ur or I l i 1 o 1 1 a | > u I ). 
<)|1 till' lilt of .laimaia 177 1 . tin- l’re-ident laid before tile 

Hoard iil.'i ”ohl .. wliioli wore <|o|i\oro«l to him 1 >\- Xuli- 

ki--en a- a |{o\alt\. ha\ino heen found in tlial lalook. fcl 
wa- ordered 1 lt.lt lhe\ -hollld he tleli\eled lo the Tlen-IIIN of 
the Klial-a. re-er\iii" -nrh a- had the laiie-t ini|>to--jon to he 
-i - n I h o 11 u ,7 t o l h e ( v 111 i ol I > i iee t o r- a - 11 1 < ■ \ -ee nled to he 

\ ei \ a lie i el 1 1 and e 11 i in 11 - 

111 I ll < ■ -a 111 e \ e.il N 11 hk I "ell ollrled 1 i - . .’»<>< I I i I e I a I I It 

of i lie Souhah I la/.n lo I >e eontinued lo him m perpetuitN 
lie -olieiled I hr u-ual -anad. ll- /i/iiiniii in the |>re\ioU- 
Near \\ a - !>-. The ha / a I - eonti"iiil\ lo the Haja - 

. | w e I 1 111 e hou-e made him de-iron- ol the oiaiit. hut it had 
hoen the ell-loin to lei I lie ha/ar- ol t aleulta foi one \ ea I 
onl\ at tile com ill e neeniei 1 1 ol eaeli \eai. I he Kaja - |>ro- 

| .o-a 1 I oi fai mill” llie Souhah ll.t/ai 111 | «■ r | ie I u i I \ w a - ... >1 - 

ed. Ne\| \ ea i one I >. i h 11 Nalh .Milter wauled to e-tahli-di 
a i i \ a I h;i/;n on III- own ground adjoimiio Souhah l»a/.ar. 
Niihki—en made a eomplaint. Il.i^hii Nalh Millet'- alteni|>l 
wa- foiled. lie laid ohiaim d no -anad fiom tin- I’n-idenl. 
and it wa- eo 11 1 ra r n • a - well lo the general I oo u la t ion - a- to 
the eu-toin ol the eounli \ tlial a ha/ai . hat. or oanj -hollld 
he e-iahli-lnd without -Hell a -anad. N*ihki--en - petition 
and tile order- I»a--ed thereoll ale ill-eited helow 

J j, >//'!• f ■>/ r, n / Vo. X nr '1 >m n* t {/'nf Jiff -' / - "/'</</ ' r f 


llr.ul lie’ 



ll 11 . //. /A. \ , , r, 

lello\N|llj4 Al/n- f 1 < * 11 I N a I •• ik l»l|<-|| 

I. hee I ea\e to irpieiriit tlial I• ill'll11 Natli Mitel 
In-in” »• \ 1 1 di-po-wd tow.nil- me want- to lum Smiliali 
Ila/N-U and lo e-tahli-li a m-w I.H/ai on Ilia own ground 
;t<ljoiiiiiio to tin- otln-i . I liare been farniei for a I o n p 
time anil am po.-e-e—ed of -annad in perpetuity. It 
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you will please to take tlie matter into consideration, you will find no¬ 
thing hut viciousness and erroneous conduct in Rugoo Mitre. Some 
time ago Ram Hehary Sect whose land is near the bazar applied to the 
Superintendent of the Paisa for leave to establish a bazar on his own 
ground. It was not granted to him. The then Superintendent is 
now in Calcutta. There are many persons possessed of ground here¬ 
abouts. Should Rogonat succeed, all those persons will on the same 
principle apply. I therefore request that you will reprove Rugoo 
Mitre and order him to lay aside his project. 

The President’s information thereon : 

Nubkissen "Maharajah made t< ► me a regular eomplaint against 
Rugoo Mitre, before he preferred it to the Hoard, my interference 
alone having been found insufficient. On the receipt of it, knowing the 
election of a bazar was contrary to the established custom <>f the 
country until a sannad should first bo obtained from (Jovernment to 
authorise it, 1 sent for Ragoo Mitre and enquired the truth of the 
circumstance which he confirming and promising to destroy it if 1 
thought proper to direct it, 1 gave him a \ erbal order to put it down 
immediately ; as he did not comply with this, Nubkissen preferred to 
the Hoard this representation. 

S KNT I M K N TS OF 1 11 K ( ’< >M M I TT K F 

It is part iculai 1 \ forbid bv the (lencral Regulations, ami is con 
ti ary to the custom of the eountrv that any pel son shall establish 
bazars, hunts, or gunjes without simiads fiom the I Tesiden t, and it 
seems from the vicinity of the situations of the Sobah bazar and 
Rugoo Mitre’s house that no bazar can be established there without 
prejudice to the grant lately made by the (Jovernment to Nobkissen. 

Agreed therefore that Rugoo Mitie bo obliged to enter into a 
Moehalaea to destroy the bazar he has erected and desist fiomsuch 
undertaking for the future, and ordered he or Ins vakeel do attend at 
the next meeting. 

f'J.t't/'<><'( from th*‘ J'rnrootli /?//.*? of n ittrr of llecemtr. !<<’/</ of I‘\o-t 

- Willi xm, the Hth -A /n mtr// 1 i “(>. 

The vakeel of Rugoo Metre attends the ( Mmmittee, being 
asked, if he has any sunnad for establishing a bazar, replied he has 
not ; he is then made acquainted with the (Annin it tee’s Resolution of 
the 7th ultimo and directed to give a Machalaka that he will not esta¬ 
blish a bazar without previously obtaining a sannad from (Government. 

In 1777 a question arosO as to the precise limit" and con¬ 
tents of tlie a iliage or inalial granted to the Raja. Jn the 
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sm;ul, it i< worthy of note. Xuhki^on N di*^i*rih«*d n^ * tin* 
lii^h and powerful M:di:iraj:» Xo!»ki-"<‘n l>ah:idr<*.' I n # a pe¬ 
tition. \n hi<*li \Na" eon^iilnvtl in I ><hmmii I ><*r 1 777. Nuhki*»*a*n 

stated that In* had not h*»i*n put in j ion <4 Ikon |la/ar. 

Souhah Ua/ar. < ’liarh*- l>;i/.ar. Ku j<* Ha/.ar and tin* sacr of 
Bau^ Ba/ar. An in<|iiir\ wa^ math* and it w a „ i'oimd that 
tilt* land-ivni - of Bam Ba/ar. Souhah Ba/ar. < 'harlot Ba/ai . 
and Ihi jo Ba/ar w ere intdudud in tin* inalial of Soolanntt 
It w a- < it *< • i < 1 ci I. liow <*\ rr. that tin- /////a/to ol Bam Ba/ar and 
Ka j<* Ba/ar \\ a " t < > 1 >« ■ d < ■< I u < • t < *< 1 I rom. t Ik i t m t! < t u ~ * t r r > / t < > ho 

paid hv IJaj.i \ uBk^-cii a" tho-*<* uranic w«*r<* —till to l><* hold 
1»\ ( 'o-iiiaiil f K.i-lii Nath : and ll.iu jo Ihdhih | h’a j Bulluhli < 
m*" | »«m • t i \ < • 1 \ . I’ll«* I <)11< > \\ i u a r< * t h<* ori i ila I pa p<*r-s 

<>id«*it*d that th<- ion 1 m* also t i .uisimt t <-<l to tin- Khalr—i 

with * *i do r*s to tin- Snpci i n t «'ii«h*ii t to nmfuim to it 

A i \ t dt'Ni ii ( K’k\ i m i 1 )i* i* \ ktm i n r ), I <1777 

< Inlrird that t In* So< rot a r\ <l<>jt|>l»ly to tin* So-iotary to tho ( 'aloitta 
< 'oiiiiinttof to know w hot In* l tho \ n til i Ida I y I’orwamiiih has hoon do! i 
Nfifd t o < '< »i i« 1 1 o 11 1 >a foi I ho fai in of pal t of tho I I idj.ro loo I >i«t riot 
if Ihtjah Nohki^"**ii ha> hoon pal in jXHsos.mon of tho lands oidomd 
him l»y tho l><>ai d. and if In* has rocoivod tho Aumildaiv I'crwaimah 
In oa^o tho I *o r wm n n i h I ia \ * * not hot* n do 1 1 voi od t o ( < an 1 1 op llassand 
Ra ja h N T ol>k isson, that ho will 111 » mod la t o I y oi do i* thoni to lu- draw n out, 
^o that t ho\ may ho laid h.-t-ao tho I Joard hofoio t hoy l»i oak up 

\ I \ ( '|>1 N| II, ( l!l,v I M I I >K1’A KTM KS I >, f >• r I f)///, 1 777. 

Uoad tho following IVtition from Rajah Nolikisson, dolivorod 
in hv tho (H^ciiior-tJciicral, to^othor with a Noto from 
tin- Iho-ddont of tho < 'aloiit ta < 'om mil too 
Translation of a IVtition from Rajah Nobki^on. 

Th. < 'oan« il liavmif hot-n j'laoiousJv ploasod to apptovo of mv 

lofpu-st, tho ^ontloiiHMi of tin* (‘oinmittoo yostoiday ('flu* 17 th dav 
of DoiTiiila'i ) planted mo an < rdor of poMsossioii under Bullish n^na 
t a i «*.*, and tho seal of tho < 'ompaiiv. Ham liaxai. Souhah lU/ar, ( hai Ion 
B*a/ar, Ibije Bazar, whioh have from of ohl boon under Sootalutt v 
ami \ lohl a rovonim of about, two thousand rupeoa, as also tho wayer 
of l*auf( Ba/ar, which is at pit—.out desolate and pa) s no juiunia, havo 
not, however, been inolu<lod in tho above order ; and I havo to pray 
therefore that orders mav ho «jjivoy to tho < 'oiuniittoe to put mo in 
possession of tlie.se luuh.ik a^n-eablo to tlio tturns of my request 
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X or j, j-kom Mu. Holme. 

To Tlilv Hon’jiLI. "WAltKKN llASTlMb, I'b'J., 

<V occrnor-D c/ten* t . 

Hos’bll .Silt, 

Opon imjuiry I find Lli.it llto land rents ol Ram Razar, f^oubali 
li,i/ar, Chailes 1 Li/.ar, and Raje 1 Li/.h r (being a gunge giiiuted to 
Rajah Rauje liullub) ale 111 c 1u d.'d under the Alalial of ISootanootv. 
Annual Revenue : 

Us. 

.->00 ... Son bah Uiuar. held bv sunuad to Xobhis.sen. 

TOO ... Rain 15,i/ar, do. do. ' bssinaul. 

,H.-,y (1184) ... Charles Ua/.ai, farmed out annually by the 
Company. 

l.->0 ... Raje J4a/.ar, held bv sunned to Rauje Uullub. 

1 understand l’l'uiu Nobkisseti that he wants to have the fixed 
louts of the three bazars held liy sunuad as above to be paid to him, 
the sunnads to continue as heretofore. Also that thejumma of Charles 
Haiti should be comprised in his grant. 

L am, with respect, etc., 

(Signed) J. Hulme. 

lO th December 1777. 

Agreed that the C alcutta Committee ot Revenue be written 
to as follows : 

To .Mu. -John- Holme, 1'rcatUvnt, Ac., i’roruteiu( Cututeil >/ lic- 
i e/itie ut Culcuttit. 

CtENTLEMEN, 

As we understand that Ram llazai and Raje Bazar are in¬ 
cluded in the maid of Sootanutty, lately granted to Rajah 
Xobkissen, we direct that you deduct the amount of their jumnia 
from the malgazarry to lie paid by Rajah Xoblcisaen, as these grants 
must still be held by Rajah Raje liullub and Cossinaut, who have 
sunnuds for them, and who must pay the lent of them direct to 
Cloverniuent. 

We are, etc. 

Port William, 

The 1 Of A December 1777. 

Til the list of a in/lnuiitiia laid before the Committee; on the 
o;ji-d October J 777, by tlie President, Nubkissen is described 
as Zemindar of Hunehupoie. And in a list of perwanas to the 
talookdars of the Zilla Calcutta, laid before the Committee 
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on 24th < Vlolici- 1777. Nuhki~~cn i- mentioned m- t;i look list r 
ol' \ill:toe M:iliiii(li‘i|Hiir. • 

In 1 7 7 <S there were fre-h :i 11 <*m] >t ~ r<> -i ■ t 111 > a ri\:il lu'it 
in Sootannttv. I’hev were in:nle i 11 H itemT:t I eentlein:in. 

Mmhin l)ntl. :iml a coin | ia rat i \ cly i n <-i ”'n i lit?ti n I |ier-on. .luo_ 
molimi Sooree. lull tlte-e attempl' al-o lailcil. Tile original 
|>a|>cr~ in rhi~ ca~c arc rather lone ami the\ nia\ lie left to 
<|ieak for t lietn-eI \ 

Kit A -\ Di'Pm/>•'/’ 1 i 7 N 

* 

i’*» Tiii: Hon m.r W \iii;k\ il vstivus, . 

w/. «<•/*, \f>'mfn'r< ••/ t//< //•>*> !•!» r/<> { \>,t ,/**// 

/*<> t'f II 

The i 1 1 *ml ile I Vtit ion of I * aj a h 

K i ( 'al.utta 1 n 1 la 1 »i t a n t 

.Mo.sT lllMHl-J Sli F\\ h I'll 

Th.it in lli«- Village «>f Sootahittx ll.mt and lia/.ai t 1 1 «• i«- was foi - 
inerlv .i M«»mi i»1i Id^.ih (.i pla*-i* wln-h- tin* Moornt«-n in "eneial, m- 
lialtitant s .»f thi-» -«-t l Ifint'iit, u**ed to » to unisliip «*\ei \ \ ,.;ii ) «»n<- 

M.ulan 1 >«* t t i»f < '.ili'utt.i 1»\ oolite moans «»i other | »ns-*esse< l hun^-lf 
of tin* said Id^th without htxin*' «>1 ita i ned an\ pat lain from tin 

< '"llo'ioi s of in •** foi t 1 1 1 1 j >1 i « oi j> i vi at «_r a n \ at i <*n t ion to i h<> haws 

of Maliomod. Tin- said Madun l>utr w i’ 1 1 a vn*w to Ins own oiim- 
lniiii-nt> liavi- «'icrtnl on t Im spot of ground .t m*w lia/ai without 
authont ' which ba/ai <^n-ai l\ inpiivd t lie rents of \ our IVtition- 
»*r's l»a/ai and haul of S^otanlooty Vom I’ctit ionn finding himself 
thus mjui cd complained to tin* < ‘ah-utta ( onimit tee, who were 

ph*ased to order an annum and fom peons with parwannah to dc- 
st roy t he said new lfa/.ai. lint tin* said Madan l>utt and his peo C'c 
paid no attention either to tin- parwannah oi the annum aiui peons 
hut beat and drove them away Sima* which In* tin* said Madan liiitt 
established on t In* same spot a new hint whh-h greatly prej udiced tin* 
Malgn/arry of Sootanlooty hauts and ha/ar, tin* tents of which 

formerly amounted to the sum of 3,3V) rupee* a-* will appeal by the 

< ’olloctorV Ifooks : - - 

Also tin* Suliah lia/.ar in tin* I )istri< ts at Sootanlooty belong to 
tin* Talookdarv of yom pet it ioner ;^om Petitioner having iiad the 
Subah lia/^u sunnud from the (iovenmient granted him a lonir time 
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ago in perpetuity. Now one Juggomohan Sooree, finding Madan 
Dutt ^iad taken such steps of erecting bazar and bants of bis own with 
impunity, raised a body of sepoys with firelocks and bayonets and 
by force of arms erected a bazar in the main road, which is also under 
your petitioners talook ancf in his golah harry by which your Petr 
tinner is greatly prejudiced and sustains heavy losses. 

Your Petitioner has heard that it has been represented to the 
Council by the bazar people that he has made uncustomary collections 
f-om them. This is utterly void of truth, as will appear from the caboo- 
liets of the people to whom he rented the tobacco and betel leaf niahals, 
and if on enquiry it should appear that he has received anything 
beyond what has been usually paid for the three, years prior to the 
date of his grant, your Petitioner is ready to forfeit three times the 
value agreeably to the tenor of his sunniul. The shop-keepers and 
bazar people are poor ignorant men who know not how to write, and 
the petition given in their names is well known to have been fabri¬ 
cated by Madan Butt from motives of enmity to your Petitioner, 
thereby hoping to avail himself of necessary time for enquiry into this 
circumstance to establish his own bazar and bants. The bazar people 

and shop-keepers request permission to erect a new liaut and bazar; 

this has never hitherto been permitted to the prejudice of the 
established ones. If they were dissatisfied with coming to your Peti¬ 
tioner’s bazar, they ought to go to other established bazars, in which 
ease your Petitioner could make no objection. 

Your Petitioner therefore now humbly requests that the ITon’ble 
Board will be pleased to depute an annum to the said old liaut and 
bazar of Sootanlooty to examine the shop-keepers and bazar peoples 
on oath, when should it be found that he has over collected anything 
he is willing to repay it three times. Your Petitioner further requests 
that people on the part of Government may be sent to destroy the bazar 
and hauts newly er'icted by Madan Dutt and Juggomohan Sooree as 
likewise that Negabans may be stationed to prevent the re-establish¬ 
ment of this bazar and hauts, as also to prevent any further disputes. 

And your Petitioner as in duty bound 
shall ever pray, &c. 

PS _The gentlemen of tire Committee having on a former occa¬ 

sion defined and assisted the rights of government, it may not be 
improper to annex to my representation, the formal decree on wine . 
the prayer of my Petition i» grounded to shew the equity of such 
prayer and that I am warranted in making it by the usage of the 
country repeatedly and formally declared by Government. 
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PltOCF.K DINOS. 

To Mr. .Ions’ Evf.i.ys, 

t)f th 4 ‘ ( *< t J <' H 11 > t ( y > iH Ml it t**<* O f R t* ?/<?. 

< t K S’ T I. K M K S’ , 

Rnolosed wo transmit you the copy of a petition which Iiah Ihmmi 
presented to us in behalf of Rajah Xolikisson. 

Wo desire you will refer to our formor orders on this subject, and 
we recommend it to you, if you have not already clodded upon t h<#t 
reference, to summon IVfadan T>utt to show cause why you shall not 
proceed to the abolition of the ha/.ars ereeted l>y him, and if lie can 
produce no authority for them, they must he abolished. 

We are, «&e. t 

(Sd ) Waruk s’ II "INU.s. 

(Sd.) I*. I'n a no is. 

(Sd.) Row. WlIKT.KR. 

Port \\ r r r. r.i vm, 

77ec (>t// .Vo<• fm 177H. 

To Mir. Row v k i > (Ioldinu, 

/ */v voAv//, <f.- . Z y r.>n t\ ui/ir it for t fte /Jirisif»n rtf < \ n f t<t. 

< ** BNTliKM KS’, 

e liavc received yuur letter of tin' lGtli ultimo, aeootnpanvin^f 
\oui proceeding on the sul.jc-l of tin* complaints of Rajah Nobkisstm 
against Madan l>utt. 

We have in . «>ns«v| uen.e resolved to abolish the bax.ar erected * 
by Madan l>utt and wp*have issued our instruct ions for this purpose 
to the Superintendent of The Khalsa Records. 

W<^are, X: c., 

(Sd.) Warrkn I I ASTI SOs. 

(Sd ) Rif / >. I>Adt vvkl i., 

(Sd.) I*. K RAM is. 

(Sd.) Kiovu. Wiiki.kii. 

Port Wiujam, 

T’te H /tt . fantutr// 1771). 

Mr. \ an-dtlai-t'- Minutn on On- Bazar xmicwliat 

tedion-ly lon<r. |,ut <. onta j n .. many points of funeral and 

historiu internet and may, tlii'n-t'orr, lft> inserted. 
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Mr. Vansittart’s MixutK. 

A.K. the dispute between Rajah Nobki.wn amt Moden l>utt lias 
not only long employed the attention of the Committee, l>ut also 
engaged the notice of the Bp.ard who have issued to us repeated 
orders on the subject, I think we shall besl discharge our duty and 
fulfill their expectations by presenting it in every point of view and 
discussing the various objects, which are contained in its compass, foi 
it is not a concern which affects only two individuals, but involves 
public and political questions, which greatly interest and merit the 
consideration of Government. It is our duty to explain and the 
province of a superior power ‘o judge, assisted by such information as 
we may be able to supply. r< 

l shall record my opinion, previously to the general resolution 
of the Committee, that ii may be more compact and full than any 
which 1 could possibly blend with t lie sent imeats of the other membei s, 
however unanimous we might be. 

Tn order to make the subject, entire, 1 must unite tbe two points 
on which we have received the orders of the Bail’d. dhe first is. 
Rajah TSfobkissen's complaint against Moden l>ntt for erecting a baxat 
in Sootanatee without the sanction of (im-ernmenl, and b\ this 
unauthorized proceeding injuring a public bazar which he (Ihiyih Nob- 
kissen) holds in its vicinity by virtue of a siimiud. The second is 
the complaint of the talibeexarries or hucksters of < aleutta against 
Rajah Nobkissen for exacting more than the authorized duties and b\ 
his^tppressions necessitating them to quit his talook 

With respect to the first complaint Moden I >utt has denied that 
he lias erected a bazar, alleging that the test of a haxai is tlie collec¬ 
tion of duties and making the weights and scales, neither of which lie 
has ever practiseil, blit has taken ground rent. 

To deny the right of fiovernment to establish public bazars, is 
to deprive it of part, of the resourc es which qualify it to perform the 
functions of supremacy by controlling and protecting its subjects and 
providing for the exigencies of the State. To deny the exclusive 
privilege of public bazars, is to frustrate this right of <Government and 
.to" commit injustice towards the* talookdai or farmers to whom the 
faith Of Government is pledged and who is promoting in a subordinate 
'OagEheifcy the public good. To erect a private bazar is not only to 
crekte all the evils stated in the- foregoing proposition, but to destroy 
pre-en»inefyse of Ciovernment and to assume the powers whic h it dele 
‘ gates to others. 
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If duch be tl*e right of Oovernment '*MW x j£ the force of it be bo 
strong m to bn felt by the individual who is now accused of having 
ecycted * (>riT*t« hiWU", «hjitl iny pftnon bo- wiffered to luv»4* itby 
indirect mctlio^p and*by subtle reasoning 1 However, X will «aniiw 
. ' b* T < be«n produced. The flrat’h tint Modem 

... I>ptt b«e only taken ground rent. 

A spot of ground, before almost, if not entirely, uninhabited, 
becomes on a sudden a public mart, and is crowded with those very 
persons who used to reeort to the public bazar held by Rajah No^ 
1ciasen. The market days are observed, aSd Rajah Npbkisetn's baaar 
* and bants of fhott^lre have been desolated. 

This is incontrovertible evidence tbafc ‘Moden Butts baser is 
used instead, of Raj a hfo^kissen’a, that it is f r e qu ented by the same 
persons, and that it has been so effectually appropriated to the same 
purposes as to render the other useless. 

However, X shaft consider the distinction pointed out by 
Moden Outt that he has only received reut,pr, m other words, I will 
endeavour to mark the limits which divide the natures of dwelling 
houses and markets. \ think it may be admitted that the tenant of 
a dwelling house may set up a shop in it and maintain himself 
by his sales. I would admit also that three or four or more dwelling 
houses of this kind might be collected together and would not be 
taken notice of. Hut should an individual ste^ forth, anti encourage 
the tenants of public bazars to relinquish the protection of Govern - 
nient and place themselves under his patronage ; shonld he assign 
them ground and exempting them from duties, charge thslh with 
house rents which will be proportionably enhanced, as th«r bazar 
nourishes, will the (iovanment tamely suffer such an injury, alarm¬ 
ing iu its immediate consequences and more dangerous in its future ? 

There are various kinds of markets in this town, a bazar is ope, 
which is open every day, and a haut is frequented on particular days. 
There are two kinds of shop-keepers in the bazars. The ipoodies who 
keep a shop in the houses, in which ahey reside, and the tahbuzarries 
who expose their goods on stalls or in temporary .shops in the day time 
and return to their own houses in the evening ; the utmost indul¬ 
gence, to which an individual can have any pretentions, is to let his 
ground to moodies, who are his tenants in the same manner as any 
other persons who may inhabit his houses. However, Government 
may certainly restrain such shop-keepers, should they increase to tbo 
great a number and injure the revenue,-particularly if they |»V« 
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one general landlord and patron, a-, no individual lias a right 
to convert to Tiis own use, or to suppress the duties wldeh appertain to 
Government. But the talibnzarrio 
different light. They come to a sp. 
of a market and with no < 


ii<> 

duties w 

arc to Ijo regarded in a very 
t of ground appropriated to the use 
>Llrer intention than to vend their articles 


and must he 


• Id within 


which are usually of a perishable natui 
the day, such as tisli, greens, &c. 

The public bit/.avs are so necessary that they el.urn the hare of 
Government. They should not he left to chains' or to the plca.xiue ot 
hut < ioveiiimeiit should provide them and plat e them 
The ease, nay the very existence of the 
■ulate the i-oii\ miielu-es and 


«* \ plai m ‘d 
Wo arc, 
i an not he 
i d, that 
i n 


liancc or t< 

i ndi vidual.- 

under propel regulation. The ease, 
people, depends upon them, as they eire 
tieeessaries of life tlmiuglumt the country. 

1 wish that the customs of Imzars had been more fullv 
in flu- aiiHivi'i 1 , which lias been delivered by the . ammgo, s. 
however, informed that the duties are at hist lived and 
altered afterwards. But 1 presume, although it is not express,., 
the rule for li xing them is the custom of the spot, which vane: 
every part of the province?* 

The tabhu/iavries relate some civeun,stanch pe. nliar to t ah utta. 
which do not apply to bazars in other places, hu< li as the esi ahl ishioei 1 1 
of the Custom House, the appointment of Negahamis, Ac. 

A nation gradually establishing theii intlueii.e, and evenising 
authority under various forms, ma v have created changes, I mav sav 
some confusion in the principal seat ot their residence la blending 
customs and acting at different times from different principles, our 
records give us m. insight into the I legit lal ions of the fusion, Mouse, 
nor are they of any importan<'e. We are to took to the present 
of letting the bazars to farm which commenced fiom tin 
and established duties, if none were collected before, 
have yielded a revenue to Government and the duties have foi med 
the assets which have enabled the farmers to fulfil their engagements 

The duties are now a ciistomar" branch of the revenue, and the 
collection of them is authorized by the practice in all other parts 
of the country, as well as by the increase of population and wealth 
which so amply supplies Calcutta with the means of paying them. 

A market is a place where authority must lie exercised to regu¬ 
late the weights and scales, to presefv e order, and to alloid pioteetion 
to the persons who fre.pient it ; eat, such authority exist independent - 
Iv of the Government •* Model, 


s_\ st rill 
last change. 
The bazars 


Butt argues that tin 


‘lulilagc 



Matt\ua.iati Nit.kinskv I!aii mht.. 


1 4 7 


shops in lu-% ifioiiml i" not i Imam. 
inarkft, and l»‘.;uiv no mark i 
Mat it is 11«*t a plain mfci ciii r 


1 »»*t .nisc tlii'ii' ait* no 
■* a Hi \ ed to t In* wi'i- 
from t Ih'-m' promise" 


«Hlieors of t he 
lit"" a ml seales. 
t hat a inarkt*t 


a n not station in it tli 


ought not to ho <*n t rii". t ed to ail individual win 
officers m'trssai \ to n^iilat" and control Tt. 

A talookdar is dependant upon tin* ( Jovernment which rail tiv 
<>r leduco tin* duties, hut «an tin- < h i\oi n ment fix or reduec the* rent 
which an mdn idual i" to im'ixe ti om Id's own truants ' 'The truth 
of tin* .isseitimi of the Vak.vl of the Modon l)utt oatuml hr deniec*, 
that a prison has ,t i ij_cht to lot his ground foi t ho most lie can 

'N’hat then will oinue ti<>m tin* toloi.it mil «>f siioh ha/ars ' 'I'lir puh- 
lu* ha/ai’s will ho tlesidated and then rovemio out irdy lost, the 

mhahitant^, wln» lia \ o l^i n u-ed t<> depend upon t horn h*i pro\ isimis, 
"ill ho loft at tlio i u« i « \ (>t 111 d t \ id i la I", who a re piojuiotui s * *f 

ig roll ml W ha t d i st u l h.t in < s will a l i so het ween la ndholdei ho will 

mutually oppo.se oa< h nt hoi and s«*motim«*s uso force to siippoi t tlu*ir 
spr« ti\o 1 >(i/a i s / 'I’h. • \ 11 will ho still greater if a poweiful man 

mtlm in o, 4,1 a numhor of men should 
by # oppiissin^ thoil felluw-slih)eets , 
t ho -spoih of the abolished duties of 


ha/a 1 s * 'I’ln 
< pm e an o x t 


II s | \ , 

elll |< Ii tint 11 so 1 \ o 
m 1 i^h t jgt o w t 1 om 


* ot lent to an amount 
koopoi s < an have no 1 . 
and pi 1 v at r Mifliieime 01 


eonsideral >1 \ 
nirdv except 
<*om hi na t ion s 


of an alteration in thr second prti- 
fii"t l hex .style* tlieiimelven to ft lut 
s' ff '///•'/." s it! HVt'V/'of f>0 tf/'M iff 

//, th• ,ri t ft t /,<* In thr 


1 1 \ 1 

should a. 

i om hi in- t < 
an income 

(iovernnieiit, under tin* nanu 
above the duties. The shop 
from changing their situation 
nii^ht depiive them of that 

I < aimot avoid taking not n 
t ion «>f the dokandai > In th 
and *i\ //// // /,•!.< f,.,,, ./ t. 

< ,tf,<!,,,? ,■> /■ O / / O 

"Oeond p* 111 ion they sty le •henneUes doka iidars ; and in the petition, 
whuh they d«*li\ritd to thr M« >ai d, shop-keepers. 1 am indincil to think 
thi" * hantge was suggested to them, as it agrees xvJfh the means which 
have been mail'* use of^to prove titbit tin* shop-keepers in MA( 1 an Mutt's 
giouml a 1 o 1 evident s and not tozf^rirn. * 

A not her alignment adduced by tin* dokandars is, that there arc 
many piivate ba/ais. The interposition of (Jovcmnient therefore is 
tbr mole necessary to suppress the evil in the present instance, as the 
abolition of all other piivate bazars will follow, whenever the* talook- 
clars 01 fai inri s who sutler by them shall lodge complaints. 

An argument lately adduced by Moden Dntt is, that some mer¬ 
chants wlio reside in the bazais have settledT some shop-keepers undei 
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Amboah, and. tcT propose some means of 1 iquidating the same, also 
directing us to enquire and report to you who had charge and manage¬ 
ment' of the collections of Amboah during the period of Rajah Nob- 
kissen’s erecurityship. 

Tn reply tfo your directions respecting who had the charge and 
management of the collections of Amboah during the period of Rajah 
Nobkissen’s securitysliip, we must observe that we are wholly igno¬ 
rant to what period the said securitysliip extended, but we have learnt 
from an examination of Kussenram JVIetre [ ? Mitter] that lie, Ixissen- 
Vam JVIetre, has had the entire management of the collections at 
Amboah from the commencement of the Bengal year 1183, when 
Nobkissen became security, to the present time ; that by order of the 
late Ranny of Amboah, until the time of her d^jith, which happened on 
the 20th Augun 1184, he remitted the amount of the collections, except¬ 
ing the Ranny’s expenses, to Rajah Nobkissen in Calcutta, and after 
her death and by order of the present Ranny of Burdwan, he remitted 
the collections in the same manner during the remainder of the year 
1184 ; and that, during the whole late year I 185, he remitted the 
whole of the collections to the Ranny of Burdwan : and he avows 
himself solely a servant of the two llannys.” 

Nubkissen in consequence of his ability and special ex¬ 
perience* of the affair^ of Burdwan wa^ appointed to tin* 
^ezawnlslii p or control of tin* revenue'- ol that district in 
1780. The old Rani of f iVnibooali died in 177 7. The lady, 
who was Rani on the occasion of Nubkis^eti s appointment 
as Bezawul, and who was mother of the infant Raja, put 
every obstacle in Nubkisscn's way, and stringent measures 
hiyl to he taken to enforce her obedience to orders, as the 

following; paper will show :- 

1 4 t/t August 1780. 

The Board taking into consideration the petition of Raja 
Nobkissen and the report of the Superintendent of the KLhalsa 
Records thereupon— 

Resolve, that whereas Rajah Nobkissen was furnished with a 
perwannah from Government to the Rajah and Ranny of Burdwan, 
directing them to act in concert with him as Sezawul for the year 1187, 
in farming the settlement of the current year, making the collections, 
«Scc,, her refusal to proceed to Burdwan, her not permitting Nobkissen 
to see the Rajah, and her sending for the zemindary officers from 
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Bunlwan to Batrsbariah, are acta of direct disobedience affd contumacy, 
and highly detrimental to the authority of linverument. 

That the delay which is occasioned by this disobedience it* hold¬ 
ing the Mofusil Rooneali anil making the collections and remittances 
of the revenue, is not only attended wit^i great preseat inconvenience 
to < iovennient by retarding the l»yment of such part of the public 
revenue as has become due, but may eventually be the cause of actual 
loss to ( icivernment. 

That it is highly incumbent on tin* Hoard, not only to take ellec- 
tmi 1 measures to prevent the above consequences, but to support their 
authority in the present instanee. 

Agreed therefore that the Superintendent of the Khalsa Records 
be directed to proceed immediately to Bansbariah, and that the 

Sczawul do ace.pany him thither. That he read again to the Runny 

of I hi rd wan the porwannah appointing tin- Sex.aw.il, anil quire her 
immediate return to Bmdwan with the Rajah and /.iMiiind.n., officers, 
and that she give an assura ice that she will punctually obey the 
Board's orders contained m the perwanna relating to the appoint¬ 
ment of the Scx-awul. 

That m ease of her refusal t*<> comply with these orders, or shew¬ 
ing any tendency to evade them, the Superintendent do then peremp¬ 
torily insist on seeing tile Hajali of Burdwan, and acquaint him that 
the Board have thought proper on account of the contumacy shewn 
I, v the Run n v, his mother, ami her refusal to yield to obedience to their 
orders, to divest her of all authority ami ^control in the management 
of his x.emindary. 

That lie is requir ed liv the < lovernor-t Jeneral and t'ouneil to pro¬ 
ceed to Burdwan to take upon himself the charge and managements 
of tin 1 zemindary ami So make the collection of the revenues in con¬ 
junction with the Sexawul of < Sovernrnent, and in the manner pointed 
out in his perwannali, and to apjroint proper officers to conduct the 
business of his zemindary in his own name ami independent of the 
Ranny. * ^ 

That the Superintendent of tl» Khalsa Records proceed with all 
possible expedition with the Rajah to Burdwan, and on his arrival 
there, proclaim the Rajah’s authority over the province, require hint 
to appoint proper officers for the management of the business of tire 
x.emindary, to hold the Mofuail Pooneah, and make the collection In 
conjunction with the Sezawul. 

That the Superintendent be empowered to call on the Command¬ 
ing Officer at Cliandernagore for ttie assistance of an officer with two 
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or three companies of sepoys, if he judges it necessary, to attend 
the Kajah to Burdwan, as well to prevent any insidious attempts on 
his pel-son in the way thither, as to announce his return and the 
authority vested in him with greater dignity to the inhabitants of 
the province. 

That the necessary orders be given to the Commanding Officer at 
Chandernagore in consequence of the preceding resolution. 


N uhkissi-n's administration during, tin- first year ol his 
otfico wits remarkably successful. Hu managed the collec¬ 
tion of the revenues so well that he paid the demands of 
Government in advance without any trouble or embarrass¬ 
ment to the Board. Tt was, therefore, determined that he 
should continue in the office (if Suzawnl for the next year. 
On this occasion also his powers were defined and 
enlarged and steps taken to help him in the due discharge 
of his duties. The following document hears testimony to 
his services and throws light on the situation of affairs at 
Burdwan at that time. 

20 th Jativary y 1781. 

Head again the >Supeiintendent of the Khalsa’s letter under 
date 26tli of August last, entered in consultation the 12th of Sep¬ 
tember. 

The Board taking into consideration the subject of the above 
petition of Kajah Nobkissen arc of opinion that the Klianee has 
acted very improperly in taking away the Rajah, farmers, or public- 
servants at this season of the year, and during the heavy collections, 
without the smallest intimation given to Ho . eminent or permission 
received from them. 


That the absence of the Rajah and public officers at this time 
from the Sudder Cutcherry of the district may not only contribute 
to prejudice the collection, but to spread an unnecessary alarm 
amongst the inhabitants of the d'strict, and induce them to leave 
their habitations and neglect the culture of the lands for the future 
year. 

That at the present crisis, when Bengal itself may become the 
seat of troubles, and when this (iovernment will have occasion for 
all their resources, it behoves them to take special care of the 
revenues of so valuable a province as Burdwan, amounting to near 
40 lacks of rupees, and tha„- the continuing the management to the 
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Rhanee, a woman, and maintenance of her influence in the district 
during the present crisis is imfxilitical ami improper 

That it the opinion of this Boa id that, in order to pics-nv 

the tranquility of the Burdwan Province to prevent tin* operation 
of any intrigues on the part of the Bfiance and her adherents, she 
he required to reside at Amhoa in the same mannei as the mothei 
of the former Bnjnh used to do until tin* futlhet 01 dei s «.f the Board, 
blit that the Rajah and public otticei s be dnected to retain to 
Burdwan immediately 

That as the Phanec has «>n many o.cimums shewn hei haekward 
ness to comply with the orders of the Roaid, and may in the pi esen 
instance endoavoui to evade them by ictiiriiing to Butdwun, that 
the Nn/.ir or Naib Nazir of the Khalsa be diiectcd to pioeecd to 
Amboa, and place pioper ehokey s of peons lotind her hmixe with 

strict directions not to sutler the Phanec to letuin to H>.van, 1101 

any rovered dooly <u < < ui \ c\;• m «- to pass without then being pi operly 
satisfied that the Phanec i- not in it, but not to enter her house 
oi otherwise molest hoi, than by pi inventing lier i oturn to Ihirdwait 
till they have older.-* from the Ifroard, and that the Kupeintendent. of 
the Ivhalsa Records do furnisli the Xa/.ir or Naib Nax.n with a propel 
Warrant for executing tliis order by the sanction of the hoard. 

That as Pajah Nobkissen appeals to have managed the coJIocthui 
of the revenues of this /oniindaiy with .so mm h sm eess doling the 
past year, and has paid the demands ^>f < > o\<i n men t in advance 
without the smallest double oi em bari ussme n t to the Board, he be 
continued in the office of Xezawul doling the ensuing year, ami 
directed to proceed with the Superintendent of the Khalsa Records* 
to Burdwan immediately to take the most effectual measures undei 
his control for securing *such pai t of the i eve « ues of the current 
year as may remain outstanding and for promoting the cultivation 
of the district, and enabling the Pajali and /cmindary to allot d a 
competent aid to Cowninidit in The following year @ 

That as it appears fioin the fetter of the .Superintendent of the 
Khalsa JRecoids that an unpropei use has been made by Pam ('aunt 
and others of their influence with the Khanee, and that the property 
of the Rajah has been wasted and dissipated din ing his minority 
which is a fact of most public notoriety. 

That Itajali Nobkissen be vested with authoiity to examine into 
the present state and accounts of the Rajah’s household under the 
control of the Superintendent as above, find to use hi» endeavour 
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to discover and bring to account any property or etl'ect.s of the Rajah 
which may have boon secreted or embezzled by Ram (‘aunt or others 
of the Rhanoe’s officers during her nunagcment, and that if the 
Superintendent shall from the information he may receive have reason 
to think that RamCamit or ax.y other persons employed by theJLJhanee 
have embezzled <>i secreted any of the Rajali’s property, that he 
shall be empowered, and is hereby directed by this Hoard for* the se¬ 
curity and recovery of the said p opei ty to take the persons suspected 
as above in to custody and to set guards over their houses, or* any other 
places, where the Superintendent may believe such property to be 
concealed in order* to prevent its being conveyed away or* misapplied. 

That for the purpose of earn ing the above or ders and resolu¬ 
tions into execution, the* Superintendent of the Khalsa Records be 
directed to proceed as soon as he conveniently can with Rajah Nolj- 
kissen to Aniboa, and notify them to tin* Rajah and Rlianee, and 
that lie from thence conduct the Rajah and such farmers, or* public 
officers as may be at that place to Uurdwan, and that any of 'the 
farmers or* officers refusing to attend him thither, be forthwith dis¬ 
possessed of thoii farms or* offices. That on his arrival at Durdwan 
lu* publicly notify the discontinuance of the Rhanee's authority in 
all matters relating to the management of the zemindary collection 
of the revenues, or* the Rajahs household. 

That the Superintendent form an estimate of the necessary ex¬ 
penses for* the maintenance of the Rajah’s household with the assis¬ 
tance of Rajah Nobkissen,* and transmit the same to the Hoard foi 
their approbation. 

That the Superintendent do continue to reside at Kurclwan till 
the further orders of the Hoard, and be directed to give every aid 
and support in his power to the Sezawul to enable him to comply with 
the foregoing resolutions of the Board. 

NuUki^sun apolicd hint-elf with a will to hi- now dutie- 
iin*l exhibited rare power- of indu-try and financial admini^t ra- 
tion. Mr.' (f. if. Dtii-uri'l, ( '^inmi:—ionor at llurdwan, wrolr 
to stv that the S*‘/.u\vul lm*l -ince liis :irri\al Itoon taken up 
in making the mofu-sil settlement. 'L'h<- Following |iapor, 
givo ^ome <>videnee of the kind of work he did : 

Council., Eevesce Dki'aiitmkst, f>f/< .fiinc, 1781 . 

Read the following translation of a letter from Rajah Nobkisscn. 
Sezawal of llurdwan : — 

“ In consequence of itn older from the Supremo Council, I have 
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discovered from tlu* juvumt^ upwards of IS lakhs of lTipees was the 
Alolia.sil or profit of Htudwan, Oxe , m the y ea i s I ISA ami l IS»J, ex 
elusive of the llantiN s dowry inniiov l»*i r^vvoil ftom Malmjitns ami 
tin* expeii-a* of despatching the < i o vei n me n t's levenue Six laklis of 
rupees are fully suf!ici«*nt foi the e>tponses of Maharajah I )era )i’ 
'IV jh ( 'Imml Hahadur : the lhnin \ , ami Ham < '.umt, are unsweiahk' 
for the remainder. 

Ordered that a <oi»\ ot the above letter he t ransmitlrd to Mi 
Ouearel at Hurdwan, that tin- Se/awal he required to brmjg befoie 
him the profits ( y pi oofs j and vouchers of the amounts theiein 
alluded to, that Mr. 1 >u< arel la- dneeted to outer into a minute in 
ventilation of them and examine the e\ idem es upon oath w hi. h the 
Se/iaw’ul shall prodmy in suppoit of lus « halves, ami to 141 ant him 
such assmtaiM e as he mas i<-quiie f <>i a pprehend in :g th< jici sum «*t 
his e\ idenees. 

( or v 11 , R 1 \ 1 x 1 i I >1 r \ u 1 m 1 x j , 1 iwrh .in,.. 1 7 >s I 
Letter ( 2 <>th dune) t 1 • >m Mr I Mi. aiel. < 'omni issi< met at llui dw.ui 
“ 1 have hoon hoiiouietl with voui letter of the At h instant en- 
« losing a petition from Rajah Nohki.sseii, Sc/.awul of lliiidwan, ami 
shall he pai tieulai ly attentive to the e \ et u t ion of \ < mi 1 < < m 1 m a ml s eon 
taint’d theiem 'The Se/awul and Zamiiidirry AinLth ha\e sime 
then ariiv.il at this plare been entirely taken up in making t lie 
liiofusd] settlement, win- li has prevented their attending me for tin- 
purpose ot procualing on the investigation diieeted 

In oi der t o enable me to atl’oi d tin* St^/a will the assist a m e dilectod 
in your h-ttei in appi i-heiulmg the persons .,f this evidnneo, I hoi; 
leave to lepiesent that it is umssaiy < 'upturn Long should he fur¬ 
nished with antlioi it) to -apply Sepoys on my \vt itten requisition in 
the eustomaiy form/' m 

['This h-ttei (da ted 2<>th dune) was < iioulatod on 22 ml dune, 
and at the mooting of t'nuneil 011 2 htli dune “^ho Hoard agn*od that 
the oidei lequiied l^y the < *oin u*i ssi «>11 or should he immediately issued 
to the < ’onmianding ( Mlioei at that station ’ (Hurdwan). f 

< OUM II., I 1 I:V KM'f Dhl’AKTMKNr, A//- .//////. I 7H| 
better ( 4 th duly) from Mr I fuoaio) 

4i In conformity to your letter of tin* Ath dune ultimo. Rajah 
XohkisHon, Sozawul of this province, has brought befote me the 
following pel-sons, servants and officers of tin* Rajah of HurdvvanV 
household as evidences in suppoi t of tin* charge-. contained in his 
petition deliveied to your Hoard * • 
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Budden C*hund Mojumdar, Claikon, 

Sumboo Churn (those, Mohrir of the Dcwan JJufter, 
Kishencaunt Ooss, iSlohrir of the Treasury, 

Ramjoy Burrall, Junima KLhurch Nuvrees of the f'ansamany, 
Juggut Bull lib Roy Mitte.’, Cansimany Seristadar, 

•Tuggut Narain Mitter, Naib of the Cansamany, 
from whom l have received the accounts, receipts, and disbursements 
of the Zemindary of Burdwan for the two years of the Ranny s 
management, r/:., 11 So and I ISO, the original of which in the 

Bengalee language, togetliei' with their respective translations, I 
have now the honour to lay before the Board. The purport of the 
said accounts together with the order in which they are arranged 
will appear from the Abstract JI. 

Agreeable to your directions contained in the above mentioned 
letter, I have examined the evidences which the Sezawul has pro¬ 
duced in support of his charges upon oath, who have attested the 
accounts in the manner which will appear at the foot of each 
respectively." 

The Board, taking into consideration the al>o\ e i eport of the 
( -ommissioner at Burdwan, and accounts accompanying it, find that 
the sum of 1 1,10,0*70-1-1 1 Bicca rupees appear due from the Ranny 
to the Rajah for the period of her management. 

Resolved that tin 1 Se/xwul be directed to attach the profits ot 
the Howry, and hold them sequestered in satisfaction of this demand. 

Resolved that the Commissioner in conjunction with the Sezawul 
do proceed in the business directed by his former commission, and 
give the Rajah and his officers every assistance required by them in 
recovering the amount of the above balance from those persons who 
may appear to have embezzled it. 

Nubkissen for His consistent 'support <>1 I'lnglish interests is 
highly unpopular with a certain class. Their hero is Nuncomar; 
their authority is I3olt<, an clnglish Thersites in the early 
days of Dullish supremacy in the East. They are eager to 
grasp at every hit of scandal that the tongue or pen of a 
malicious imagination may have invented about Nubkissen. 
It has been said or suggested by some of this class that 
Nubkissen as Sezawul of Burdwan was guilty of much 
oppression and many malpractices. There does not seem. 
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• « 

lx >w < ■ \ or, to In* :i rofoxl ot ;m \ . In M:mli. 1 7 ft 1 . it appear- 
then- wa- a coin | >!a i n t aoain-t him of fal-e i i n p l i-oi|i 11 o n t. 
Till' |ii'i-on i in] ii'i-iiii.-i I wa- line IJin-nl ('lmmh'r ( 'lu > w i III r \ ; 
ami on hi- behalf hi- ( ionia-tah. .^Iihai t’linru <ilx>-o. in-ti- 
tntoil proeoodinu- b\ an atfidaxit on tlx- ('town -itle of tin* 
Supremo ( 'oiirt ol' .1 mlioat uro at Furl William in Hni^al. 
Tin* oomplaint wa- lal-o. ami therefore it pro\oil a- ahorti\e 
a- tho oomplaint- of (iorul Sonar ami liiiniiiimt. (ioonl 
< 'll u m h-r t 'Iniwilhn hail imlooil hoon i m p ri -oi i ei I h\ tlx* .Ma¬ 
haraja. lint upon a |U-t oatt-o ami in tho ovi'roi-o ol lii- 
li'oal ri^hl- a- Sivnw ill. To loa\o no ilottht a- to tho iaot- 
aml tho hi-tor\ ol tlx- oa-o tin- lollnw in^ orioinal paper- 
a n ■ i n -ort oi I in 1 it 11 : - 

, I'lil'M II., I . \ \\ I >1.1' Ml I'M IN I , .t/io'f/, 17M1 

A i I 11 > a \ it lx tlx- S a pi e ini' < ’oi irt of .1 11 <lic.it in o at In a t W 1 11 lain 
lit Helical, < 'town Sulo '!'/,■■ rv /{ti/ir/1 ,\ n !>A i 

Abhait'hurniihn-e, t'a-h ki**'f"-i ami t iiiinastali fui < *ix- 11 1 I 'Innulri 
( 'linwiln, tlx- plaint i (1 above tiami'il, liiahetli oath anil -aitli 

That from tlx- fourth day of Phalanx la-t pant (an-weriiift nearly 
to tlx- 1 o th dav of Pol unary la-t) until tlx- I 1th day of tlx- -aid month 
of Phaleun, lie, the -aid t h.enl 1 'liundir Chowdn, wa- ion li i nil a^ain-t 
hi- will and oou-ont in a dwelling house, of Itajah Nolilvisseii in t fie 
. hix'klali ot Ihudwan in tho ITnvliioo of lli n-al, and flom tlx* -aid 
11th day of l‘halo .111 until tlx- fourth day of fixate (w h loh an-wor 
to tlio 1 1th das of Match instant), anil which i- tho last day till* 
do pniicti t -aw tlx- -a xl •< i nc n 1 thunder t'howiliy, lie, t lie -aid t ■ ncu I 
( 'liundi'r (.'howdn, has hoon kept a prisoner and still i- kept a pi i-oner, 
as this deponent holiovos, in hi- own hon-o by tho order of tho -aid 
Itajah Niililii— on without any lo^ul an t hori ty *or warrant foi that 
purpo-o obtained by tlx- -aid Itajali Nulikisson a- tin- deponent i- 
informod and believe-, but merely to coin pel the -aid tiornil thunder 
t ‘liowdrv ti> pay to him a fuoe -uni of money a- lent for certain 
land- which ho. tlx- -aid tiocul t hunder t'how-dry, hold- under the 
Itajah of liurdwan and under the Kanny (mother of the said Itajali), 
and which rent this deponent or i-a-li-keeper and xoiniistiili for the 
-aid tiocul C'liunder t 'liowtlry ha- already paid to t he —aid Itajah and 
Ranny, to whom the -aid tiocul t'hunder < liowdry i- bound to [mv 
it, and this depment -aitli that tlfh -aid Kajah Nobki-sen is Heziiwul 
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or Collector of Revenue in tlie service of tlie United Company of 
merchants of England trading to the East India for the chuchlah or 
districts of Burdwan aforesaid and therefore is subject to the Juris- 
diction of this Hon’ble Court as this deponent is advised and believes. 

Sworn before me this 20thp day of March 1781. 

•T. IIydk. 

W RIT. 

Crows Side. —On reading the within affidavit I do order that 
a writ of Habeas Corpus in the usual form do issue from the Office 
of the Clerk of the Crown directed to the within named Rajah 
Nobkissen commanding him to bring up the body of O. C. C. 
confined in his custody (unlawfully as it is said), together with day 
and cause of taking and detaining the said O. O. C. immediately 
before me or the Chief .Justice of the Supreme Court of .Judge at . 
Fort William in Bengal or any other .Justice of the same Court 
at the Court House in Calcutta at Fort William aforesaid. Hated 
this 20tli day of Alareli 17H1. 

{Signed) .J. Hyde. 

[Mr. Cfeorge Wroughton, Attorney for the Hon’ble Company, 
writes (March 21st) to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Mr. 
Isaac Baugh, enclosing the above papers and asking instructions. 

He says : —“ At the same time inform them (the Board) that I 
have enquired of Rajah Nobkissen, to whom the Habeas Corpus is 
directed, the reason of prisoner’s confinement, from whom I learn 
that he is the farmer of the purgunnalisof Bliant Gliauzee, Badepoorca 
and Dhanzy in the Districtof Burdwan, and that he is imprisoned fora 
Valance of revenue due to the Hon’ble Company on account of the 
aforementioned pergunnahs, amounting to about the sum of 4,500 
sicca-rupees.”] 

Ordered —(March 23rd) that the Company’s Attorney do instruct 
the Company’s Council to plead that G. C. C. is in the Histrict of 
Burdwan, a farmer of the public revetiue, of which Rajah Nobkissen, 
is in virtue ot his office of SezavypI, the Collector on the part of 
Government, to whom the said Chowdry being now in balance, Raja 
Nobkissen has Tn consequence, by virtue of his office, and the 
power delegated to him by the Governor-General and Council, 
a right to demand payment of such balance from the said farmer, 
and to confine him, and to use such other means as the law and 
usages of this country do warrant for enforcing the recovery of it; 
..Ajad'further, that the plabetiff hating confessed the defendant is in 
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possession of the office of Srauvnl on behalf of tin- t^nnpany, and 
lie himself a farmer of the revenue, the rig'llt of the defendant 
to proceed with the plaint id’ as he has done is thereby proved ; 
and that the < Company’s Attorney do also instruct their Counsel not 
to enter any further than here specified into the merits of this cause 
but to rest the issue of it upon the facts abovementioned. 

The opinion delivered by the Chief Justice in the cause wherein 
Radlm Govind Sing was plaintiff and Mr. llosea and other defendants 
applying directly to the present case. 

Ororrkii — That the following extract from it, as it already stand-- 
recorded on the Consultation of the 2<>th of Kelirnary. last, he here 
entered. 

Extract from thesepeech dt-livorcd by the Chief .1 list ice 

“ 1 thought it was understood that the right of the t 'ompany. 
executed by tlieir Provincial Council.- of getting lands for lit w, due 
to the < ioverniiient, was meant to be contested in this action. Tin* 
Counsel for the defendant disclaimed controverting that right, and 
as far as the Court can judge by what lias already passed in it, it 
entertains no doubt whatsoever of that right. In the judgment 
given in the case of Caniaul-ul-1 >ien, the final opinion of the Court, 
was that, in matters of Ib-venue, by which l mean the settling of 
the quantum of the debt due to <Ioverniiient, the Provincial (‘oime.il, 
or those officers to whom the trust was committed, had full and 
Complete jurisdiction, exclusive of the interference of this Court. 
We have given sanctum to their judgment* .... 

Col sen., I.Att 1 )K1*A I! I'MKNT, ■'/''.V 22/o/, 17K1. 

Hill I’J. 81 . , 

Tile following letter*from the Company's Attorney to the Secre¬ 
tary with the return proposed to la- made to the Habeas Corpus 
issued to Tiajab Nobkissen having been sent in circulation for the 
orders "of the Hoard, the < lovei noi-Cciicral tfeliverod the opinion 
thereafter entered, to* which Mr. Wilder having subscribed, orders 
were signed accordingly. 

Gf.oroe Wrouohton, 

A tforttrif (t> t/,r JIC'lm, pu n*/. 

To Isaac ItAi oii, 

.X', rr/ (t, t/<f> />’-> /:< / !>f /{. 

Dateo Port Wir.r.iAM, 

April (St/,, 1781 . 
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“ I requ^t you will lay before the Hon’ble Board for their approv¬ 
al the enclosed copy of the return intended to he made to the 
Habeas Corpus issued to liajah Nobkiaaen at the instance of Oocul 
Ohunder Ohowdry provided it meets with their sanction. The return 
lias been revised and approved by Mr. Newman, Mr. Davies, and 
Mr. Lawrence on a meeting yesterday evening, and has since 
received the sanction of the Advocate-General, subject, however, to a 
circumstance whereon I must request you to .procure me the advice 
and direction of the Hon’ble Board. 

The return states the acts complained of to have been committed 
by Rajah Nobkissen in the performance of his office of Sezawul in 
the ■ District of Burdwan, the duty of which office is stated on the 
return “ to have been at and before the passing the Act of the 
thirteenth of George the Third to enforce payment of the revenues due 
to the Hon’ble Company within that district and to imprison persons 
owing the same without bail, &c.” It has been thus formed under the 
idea that the office is not a new institution, and that it has been tbe 
usage in some places within the Provinces to collect the revenues by 
Sejawuls, and to imprison in ease of non-payment, at least some short 
time previous to the time of passing’ the before-mentioned Act. The 
doubt which now arises is whether the nature of Rajah Nohkissen’s 
office be as above stated, or whether extraordinary powers have not 
been superadded to those considered as incident to the office of Seja- 
wul. Should the latter prove the case, the gentlemen seem to be of 
opinion it will be more advisable to alter the return in that respect 
and.W state in lieu thereof that Rajah Nobkissen has confined the pri¬ 
soner by virtue of his office of Sejawul, an appointment recently made 
‘by the GoVHwno*4General and Council, they having judged it an office 
requisite to hftjs»*tituted for the better managing the territorial acqui¬ 
sitions and fevtitaes entrusted to them by the before-mentioned Act.” 
c Enclosure in iioinjtct n // 1 s Attorneys J^etter. 

The Schedule to which the annexed writ refers. 

“ In obedience to the command in the annexed writ contained 
I do hereby humbly certify and f'eturn to the Hon’ble John Hyde, 
Ksquire, one of 1 lis Majesty’s .Tustices, and to other. His Majesty’s 
Justices of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William in 
Bengal, that in the District of Burdwan in the Province of Bengal 
there is a farm commonly called or known by tbe name of the Per- 
gunnalis of Bliaul, Ghawzee," Bundepore, and Rhawree Mundelka, 
which farm now is and at the time of passing a certain Act made 
in the thirteenth year of‘the reign of His present Majesty King 



•i 'x'-HK-CI 















MAHARAJAH NUBKISSBS BaHAOI'B. 


161 


George the Third, entitled “An Act for MUbiiafiiog*cerUio regu¬ 
lations for the better management of the afftdre of the Rest India 
Company as well in India as in Europe," was part and pnroef of the , 
territorial aeqaiaitioAe in such Act mentioned, and. the rents and 
profits of the said farm now are and at such time as aforesaid were ' 
parcel of the revenue of the said Provinoe of Bengal That at the 
time of passing the Act aforesaid the said farm was and still is remain¬ 
ing in the possession of the said United Company as part and parcel 
of the said territorial acquisitions and revenues and at the time when 
the debt hereinafter mentioned accrued dug was held in farm by 
the said Gocol Chunder Chowdry in the annexed writ mentioned 
under the said United Company at a certain annual rent payable to 
them, the said Unitec^ Company. That on tbs,18th day of February 
last, there then was and still is justly due and owing by and from 
the said Gocul Chunder Chowdry to the said United Cor>-;aoy for 
rent and revenue in arrear of the said farms the sum of 4,biO sicca 
rupees, and for which he was and is imprisoned by and under the 
authority hereinafter mentioned. That the latS President and Council 
and Select Committee of Fort William aforesaid in the said Act 
mentioned previous to and at the time of passing the same Act 
exercised by themselves or their officers the whole management or 
government of the suid farm (so being part of such territorial ac¬ 
quisitions) and also of right exercised a power by themselves or 
their officers to adjust and settle the accounts of farmers Indebted to 
the said United Company for rents and revenues in arrear and of 
enforcing the payment of such revenue in arrear by imprisoning such 
farmers so being debtors as aforesaid without bail or mainprise for 
non-|«ymcnt thereof, and which mode of prooeduie at the previous * 
to the time of passing suc4t Act was the known usage and custom in 
the Province of Bengal, iiehar and Orissa in th<- enforcing the pay¬ 
ment of such rent and revenue. 

That the accounts of the said^farm having been settled and which 
were actually settled by the proper officers of the said United Com- 
pany, the said Gocul Chunder ChoiWry on such settlement, to wit, 
on the said 12th day of February, was found in arrear the said suxn 
of sicca rupees 4,520, the justness of which upon SUeh settlement 
allowed and confessed by the said Gocul Chunder CboWdrjr and. the 
amount of the same debt acknowledged by him to be doe Co thm •aid 
Query : it to ttoc C nit eel Company, and the said Stun pt 4^580 sioca 

Oompu.y or tuc rupees having been afterwards, to wit, on the said 

12th day of February, de nf en de d from the said Goeui 
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Chunder Chowdry, and which was so demanded of and neglected by 
the said Gocul Chunder Chowdry to be paid. The said Ciocul Chunder 
ChoWdi'y on the said 12th day of February last was lawfully 
taken and duly imprisoned by me and now is detained by me for 
the same debt so due to the said United Company as aforesaid. 
That at and previous to the time of such imprisonment I, the said 
Rajah Nobkissen, was a known officer of the said United Company, 
appointed by and acting under the authority of thg^said Governor- 
General and Council in the place or office of Sejawul in the District 
of Burdwan aforesaid, the duty of which office is and at such the time 
aforesaid was to enforce the payment of all revenue due, owing and 
in arrear to the said United Company in the district aforesaid and to 
imprison the person owing the same without b,ail or mainprize, in case 
of non-payment thereof until the full payment of such revenue in 
arrear. That in the matters aforesaid, I have acted only according 
to the duty of my office as Sezawul for the district aforesaid and 
which authorizes me according to the laws and usages of the Pro¬ 
vince of Bengal to keep and detain the said Gocul Chunder Chowdry 
in confinement without bail until the debt aforesaid shall be discharged. 

' But in obedience to the command in the said annexed writ contained 
I now have the body of the said Gocul Chunder Chowdry before His 
Majesty’s said .Tustices of the said Supreme Court of Judicature to do, 
receive and be subject to what His Majesty’s said ,1 ustices shall consi¬ 
der of him in this behalf. Given under my hand this day of March 
1781 . 

(!ovhi;nou-Ge.\thal s Orixiu.N. 

Governor -Gcncrut :—“ It does not appear for what l eason the ex- 
' traordinary powers given to Rajah Nubkissen, if any such have been 
given, in cases which have no reference 'to the imprisonment of a 
farmer of the public revenue should be inserted, since as a Sezawul 
he possesses the power to imprison a farmer of the public revenue. 
May it not be propel to insert the clause proposed for amendment in 
addition to that which states the tegular powers of the Sezawul ( 


The following further letter, having been received by the Secretary 
from the Company’s Attorney, was circulated on 13th April and is 
now recorded:— 

WttOtlGHTON TO BAUGH. 


Dated Ajjril llt/t, 1781. 

“ I request that you will cbmmunicate to the Uon’ble Board that 
1 have just received official infoimation from the Attorney of Gocul 
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Chundt’i (,'huwdry that the matter in content botwoefi his client and 
Rajah Nobkiasen is adjusted, and that therefore he does not inteud 
to call for the return to the writ of Habeas ( 'urj>uH issued some 
time 

Here ends tlii- opi-oile. In August or Si‘|)ti'iiiln'i' 17MI. 
both Hie Rajah <>1 lliinlwan. Malta raja ilhi raj TVj Clumtl 
1 >alta< l ti r. and Maharaja Nuliki"en, the Sezawnl, made cnm- 
plaint~ in writing neaiint eorloin acts of Mr. Austin, Judge 
of thi‘ Dewanny Adaulut at llurdwan. Tlio~e acts, they 
alleged. \\ ere hcyotul 1 1 i — legit imato ant ltority and they llild the 
elYect of hindering them in the collection of the revenue. 
The Culimiittee ol> Revenue e\|ire:—ed yn opinion on the 
eomplaints, which \\a~ accepted liv the ('ouneil and which run 
as follows : - 

• 1st. - The <'ouiiait tee are .if opinion that such seivants as have ac - 
eepted assignments of the halanees of rents in lieu of wages may un¬ 
doubtedly demand payment of the same, and if coercion is necessary, 
they are to apply for assistance of Hie lie venue t 'utclicrry, and the collec- • 
tion to be enforced as a balance of rent, which in fact it is. It appears 
to the Committee that by the Bth Article of the .Judicial Regulations, 
tlie .Judge of the Dewanny Court lias no right to interfere in these 
< ases. The nature of the interference asset Led to In- made by the 
Judge of the Dewanny Adawlut is n^t paitituliuizeil, it appeaA, 
however, to the < 'ommittee. 

fad .— That the Aymadars of Uurdviu having been subjected to 
the payment of rent, they are to be considered as Talookdars and sulxi 
joot to the same jurisdiction, as pointed out in that artigle of the 
•J udicial Regulations. * 

3rd. — I5y the 1 4th Article of the Judicial Regulations the enquiry 
into the right and title to lands, as well as to thS limits of the win e, is 
within the jurisdiction of the Judge of the Dewanny Adawlut with¬ 
out any exception. Further experience may, however, suggest the 
propriety of some modification in this Article. The Committee of 
Revenue exercise the power of resuming grants of Baza Zemin, 
either where they have been oollusively made or granted after certain 
periods, and delegate the same power to Zemindars, Farmers, and other 
officers employed under them in the collections. The exercise of the 
same powers by two distinct establishments will create confusion, 
and interference, of jurisdiction. «Tlie Ommittee of Revenue will 



164 


l_*Asx Days of Public Lifk—Sezawi'lsuh'. 

direct the Sezawul to report to them such instances of the interfer¬ 
ence of the Judge of the Dewanny Adawlut as occur, and will lay 
the same before the Supreme Hoard, who, from these instances, 
will be enabled to ascertain the proper rule to be laid down in such 
cases. In the interim it does*not appear necessary to the Committee 
to issue any particular orders, as the vacation of the provincial Courts 
of Adawlut has taken place and will continue some time. 

Ifth .—The mode of conduct prescribed to the Judge in the 31st 
Article of the Regulations with respect to Zemindars, Talookdars, 
Chowdries, and landholders, or persons employed in the collections 
under what name soever immediately under the Committee of Revenue, 
or ahy Collector of the Revenues directs “that lie is not to issue a 
summons to compel such person, being defendant in any cause, to 
appear, but in lieu thereof to issue a summons requiring such person, 
being a defendant, to appear personally, or by vakil, at a certain 
time.” An attention to this Regulation on the part of the Judge 
will remove the inconvenience complained of in this Article. 

In November of the same year a fresh complaint was 
made by Nubkisson against further illegal interferences of 
Mr. Hugh Austin, and the Council, in the .Revenue Depart¬ 
ment, rebuked that officer for his illegal acts. The following 
was their decision :—- 

The Zemindar by ryats, and farmers against farmers for encroach¬ 
ments and the like, their revenues ate never realised until such 
disputes are settled. The officers of the Zemindarry in conjunction 
'fvith those of the Sezawul determine such disputes and collect the 
revenues. Now Mr. Austin, paying no kind'of attention to the usage 
of the country, opposes us, and has sent his peons to summon my 
brother, who is Tahsildar to Burdwan, and disgraced him in the 
presence of the farmers, &c. As none of the customs of the country 
are hidden from you, you must be sensible how much the re¬ 
venues will suffer, when the Te’isildar is unable to support his 
consequence. I now hope that, as what has happened cannot be 
recalled, orders will be issued from the Council to Mi. Austin that 
in future he do not, by disgracing the officers, interrupt the collections, 
and, as the Zemindar’s vakil is always in waiting, 1 request he may 
be directed to transact what business he may have with us through 
him, and, in case any of our officers should act contrary to the orders 
of the Huzyoor, that he be directed to represent it to the Council 
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for tlieir determination, by which means all dispute* an?! disturbances 
in the mofussil may be prevented." 

Ordered. —That a copy of the representation from the SezJtwul of 
Burdwan accompanying the < ‘ominittce's letter of the 2Cth of Novem¬ 
ber, be transmitted to the .Judge of Wie Dewanny Adawlut at that 
station and that he be directed strictly to attend to the Board’s 
orders of the Ilth of September last, and positively forbid any further 
interference with respect to the Tannabhdars and Pykes than what 
immediately relates to his Foujdarry jurisdiction. 

Ordered — Also that he be informed that, as by the 18tli Article 
of the .Judicial Regulations the Telisildar of Burdwan is exempted 
from the process of the Court, as well as from being compelled to 
personal appearance t^> the hurt of his credit among tin 4 farmers, the 
Board highly disapprove of the summons issued to him by the Judge. 

Cou.vi ii., Revenue Department, .To nuari/ 3r</, IT 

Extract from thr procrchni/x of the Committee of Revenue of the 
if ' t th December, 1?.-iJ. 

Petition of Tec| « huml Bahadur 

“ C'hutt[ajr‘ .Sing, the Etmaumdar of Boagree, has not scntasinglc 
cowry of revenue for the last three months, but has removed with 
all his people into the jungles. 

“ A Tehsildar resides on the spot to which lie is retired who haa 
no control over him, nor does he pay any attention to my letters. He 
owes an immense balance to Government, which he will not liquidate. 
Tillook Sing, his unde, prays he may be* appointed in liis place and 
engages to pay his revenues regularly. 

“ 1 hope you will comply with this request, and that two com¬ 
panies of Sepoys may be sent to put Tillook Sing in possession, aiiiT 
to lay hold of C'huttei^ Sing that measures may be taken for the 
recovery of his arrears to Government." 

Council, Revenue Department, October 23rcf, 1781. 

Better from Mr..Hugh Austin, Judge of the Burdwan Dewanny 
Adawlut, dated September 18th, ljj81, replying on the fibints in Arti¬ 
cles 1, 2, and 4, in respect of Maharajah Nobkissen’s complaints. 
It does not seem necessary to quote more than the final sentence : — 

“ How far the representation of the Sezawul is just, respecting 
my having occasioned impediments in the business of the revenue, 
I submit to your Hon'ble Board and request that in any future com¬ 
plaints that may be made against my conduct he may be directed 

1 Later, called Cliitter Sing. 
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to state specifically what he has to charge me with and not by a vague 
and general detail of circumstances, wholly unsupported, prevent me 
from entering into a clear justification of my conduct.” 

It would seem that Nubkissen as Sezawul of I’uiilwiin 

was the head anti the complete representative of that district. 

If any person required anything to he done even by the lhtja 

of Burdwan, he would have to work through the Sezawul. 

In September 17<Sl one (hinganandn (dost' [Gliose], tin* 

farmer of gunge Murshodpore, commonly called thanu 

Cutwa, complainetl that the Zemindar of Ilurtlwan had lately 

erected a tjunuco within a distance of two or three tosh from 

e 

his, and prayed that a perwannali migltt he sent tt> Maharaja 
Nuhkissen desiring him to order the Zemindar to abolish 
his gunge. The ( Council, in the Revenue Department, re¬ 
solved that the following answer might he written to the 
( 'ommittee of Revenue : “ We desire you will issue a per- 

. wannah to the Sezawul of Burdwan, requiring him to abolish 
the gunge erected by the Rajah contiguous to that of (Junga- 
liarain <_rose, the farmer of t/uina f'utwa. This order we 
have communicated to the ( ’ommissioner of ( ketone.” 

There is abundant testimony to the success of Nuhkissen 
as the Sozawal of Burdwan. The following is one : 

C'ouxoii., Kevksue Department, .V<jcr,nbcr 27 i/t, 1781. 

-- Letter from the Committee of Revenue giving “ an account (_ of 
the ] settlement of all the districts of Benjyxl and Behar ” for April 
1781 to April 1782 in Bengal, and Septembei 1781 to September 1782 
in Behar. 

“ . . - . 8. Rajah Nobkissen had the charge of the colic© 

tions of Burdwan when this Committee was established. The merit 
of his management in that capacity, can only he estimated from facts. 
In the course of a few months lie not only relieved the Zemindary 
from the incumbrance of an enormous debt, hut discharged the revenues 
of Government with great punctuality. A very large portion of the 
surplus rents which enabled him to pay such considerable sums lias 
been added to the public revenues as an increase this year, and he has 
been united in the management with the young Zemindar. lie still 
preserves the office of Sezawul, but is at the same time responsible for 
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the amount of the engagement* of the Zomiudar. A comparison be¬ 
tween his conduct ami that of his predecessor^ in the management of 
the business will, we imagine, |>oint out the propriety of this iTexle of 
set t lenient. ” 

('ouncil Rkvknmf. 1>kpa utm knu />c/*e/>*/>e,- l H/A 9 17 SI. 

letter from Committee of Revenue (November 2Gtli, ITSl). 

41 We have the honor to lay before you a representation which has 
been made to us by Rajah N ol >k issen, the Se/Awul of Hurd wan, stating 
instances of t he i n t erferenee of the Judge of the Oewanny Adawlut in 
matters which we apj)i rliend are not within the line of Ins jurisdiction.*’ 
“On the 3rd of September last we had occasion to address your 
Ilon’ble Hoard on .i similar i oi»n*.scnt.itu>n from the So/awul, and we 
h«»|K.*d that the orders Won then issued to the Judge of Adawlut would 
have prevented his making furtliel elaiins to the snperintemlence of the 
lands appropriated to tin* maintenance of Tannahdars hi Hykes in 
that Pi-uvince, who, though they ai e immediately omploynl in collect¬ 
ing the revenues from the noth and are in fact servants of the Xeinin- 
dato* are likewise subject to obey all orders of the Judge m phous- 
darry matters. As wt *. <*f opinion his jurisdiction extends no fur¬ 

ther over the Tannalui 11 s and Hykes, we request you will please to 
iepa.ii* to Hurdwan within a limited and convenient time and account 
for the amount of the revenues )>aid to them, .iml may contain an 
assurance that they shall not be confined or ili-tieated upon theii 
up|x*arance. If one or the other should appear according to the «*uyi- 
mons, y on will call upon them t*» pay what is due from them, in which 
should they fail, we shall piopse to the Ilon’ble Hoard to comply with 
t he request of the ltajah to in vest r l'il look Sing in the management of the 
district 11 jK>n his making good the present engagements. We shall also 
pi opose to them to ;ulop^ the same altei native ui case neither Oliuttei 
Sing or Jadoo Sing should appeal* agreeable to tK«* su ininons. - - - 

Tlu*rc i- <■<) ua 11 > nooil tn-timonv in. rnn;ar<) to hi- work 
of :i liitc-r lialc. . * 

A<frca/ tli.it tin- following un^wer be- written to tin* Committee of 
Revenue 

“ We approved your proceedings respecting the 
Ktmaumdai of Ruggry and of the measures you pro|K>se foi the seen 
i itv of the revenues of that Oistrict. 

Council, Revenue Depahtme^t, ./a/tvsxr*/ 29M, 1782. 

General account of collections of revenue, from Committee of 
Revenue. Mr. chore’s re|>ort on the balances of Augliun. 
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“Burdiean/' The former of these districts is under the manage- 

Dinagepore. ment of the Sejawul, Rajah Nobkissen, the latter 
under itajah Deby Sing. Both these persons have been punctual in 
their payments through the whole course of the year, and there is no 
reason to apprehend any faiture on their parts. Rajah Nobkissen is 
very forward in his payments for the month of Poos, and the pay¬ 
ments of Dinagepore are completed for the same month.” 

Council, Revenue Department, March 19 t/i, 1782. 

Letter from Mr. Austin, dated February 4th, 1782. 

“I have had the honour to receive your letter under date the 
18th of December enclosing the copy of a representation which has 
been made to the Committee of Revenue by Rajah Nobkissen, 
Sezawul of Burdwan, charging me with interfering with the Tannah- 
dars and Pykes by requiring the papers concerning them, and sum¬ 
moning and disgracing his brother in the eyes of all the farmers, 
in consequence of which your Hon’ble Board highly disapprove of 
the summons issued to him by me. In answer to these charges, I beg 
leave, in justification of my conduct as well as to expose the misre¬ 
presentations of the Sezawul, to inform you that, in pursuance of a 
letter from the Hon’ble the Governor-General under date 3rd of July, 
placing all the Tannahdars and Pykes employed in the foujdary 
jurisdiction under my charge, I thought it necessary to request a list 
of them from the Zemindar, that I might obey my orders in stationing 
them so as to protect the peace of the districts, and which I have 
been hitherto unable to obtain. 

“ I beg leave to assure you that I have never in any instance inter¬ 
fered in the appointment, payment, or dismission of the Tannahdars. 

It is not possible to fix the date when Maharaja Nub- 
kissen ceased to bo Sezawul. There is evidence to show, 
however, that he declined to undertake the management for 
the Bengali year 1189, declaring the impossibility of realis¬ 
ing the jumma [the assessed revenue] of the preceding year. 
The office of Sezawul was apparently the last public office that 
Nubkissen held. Henceforward his life appears to have been 
one of ease and dignity. He had given proofs of his capacity 
not only as a diplomat, but also as a statesman and an adminis¬ 
trator, and he could afford- to rest on his laurels. He gave 
himself to the discharge of social functions with an undistracted 
mind and soon came to prove himself a king in that sphere. 



CHAPTER IX. 


Maharaja NniKi^F.^ in Society. 

TnF. social position oi‘ Maharaja Nubkisson was unique. 
It arox" not from his wealth or his status and importance in 
public life. Position in Hindu society does not depend on 
wealth or official rank or intellectual eminence or public 
services. It depend- on ea-tc and on behaviour in social Jife. 
t 'aste does not meay in modern Indian life the pursuit of any 
particular trade or calling. It i- an inheritance of ages. The 
four leading castes or divisions of society. ahinan, 
Kydietriya, \’ai-va. and Sudra, are of ancient, indeed of im¬ 
memorial origin. Sub-d i vi-ion of these <da--es, especially of 
the la-t, ha- brought into existence a multiplicity of castes in 
Bengal, and that i- i stej* attributed to the Hindu king, 
liullal Sen. The ca~ic -v-tem, -o far a- it is a modern creation, 
is founded upon a distinction, not only of occupations, but of 
character and capacity. ~ueh :is they existed in the days of its 
origin. The original division, that into the four castes, rests 
more clearly upon a distinction of moral temperament- than 
upon a distinction of pursuits. < ’lassiiieution by calling is 
indeed recognised, i-, in fact, apparent on the fact* of the divi¬ 
sion, but it arises V>ut of and is dependent on the former 
principle, namely, that of classification by temperament and 
character. The castes constitute a hierarchy, and their divid¬ 
ing lines are rigidly fixed. “The caste of an individual is the 
caste of his fathers. Whateve^might have happened in ancient 
times, when Hindu kings reigned and risJtix made and applied 
tilt* law, it is certain that to-day no one can be transferred 
or can transfer himself from one caste to another. He can 
neither be promoted to a higher- caste for his virtuous acts 
or qualities, nor degraded for his sins. The caste of a man 
is supposed to be a necessary consequence of his acts in a 
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previous existence ; and tin* life that he now lives, will, it is 
believed, determine his caste in Ill's next hirth. The penalty 
for un-Hindu behaviour is not degradation from one caste to 
another, but repudiation by society* that is, excommunication. 
A man who violates essential rules of religion or society will 
not be relegated to any inferior caste, but will be put out of 
society altogether as having ceased to be a Hindu. It is im¬ 
possible to enumerate all the essential rules, all the restric¬ 
tions of caste as they are sometimes called. One or two may 
be mentioned as illustrations. It is considered improper for 
the higher castes to dine with men of lower castes or to cat 

r. 

food cooked by them. The Brahman. in particular, has to 
observe special purity in this respect. Then, again, no 
marriage is permissible between one caste and another. As 
regards social practices, it is certain that the performance of 
the sacraments in a non-Hindu way, or the omission to per¬ 
form some of them, will not be tolerated. Amongst the 
sacraments may be mentioned marriage, Sradii/ia (oblation to 
the (haul), and, in the case of Brahmans, i 'pana //« na (investi¬ 
ture with the. -acred thread). The highest caste is that of the 
Brahmans, of whom, of course, a- of the other castes, there 
are ranks and grades. The next in order is the Kshet rii/a 
caste, in which the Ka>/asthas are included. 

Maharaja Nubkissen was a Kai/ast,ha by caste. Tin* 
A '<ii/asl has are di\ided, in point of Stink, primarily into 
A "alias and UfoaliIs, the former being the higher ; uml, in 
point of local distribution, into the L’tiara liahri class and 
the JLlaAshina liahri class. The' Kalins consist of only three 
families, classes or chins, namely, the Glio-es, the Hoses, and 
the Mitters. Nubkissen was a Afunlik, and a member of the 
/ takshina liahri Sonia/. He came, however, to be the head 
of the Kdi/asiha community of Calcutta, that is, of the 
Jlakshin liahri section of it, and that is a fact worth explain¬ 
ing in view of the acknow ledged ascendency of the Kalins. 
The fact of his leadership is not disputed. A writer, who 
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could name w ei c seaieelv hehmd him in diph>niae\ Nmulrodiiui 
w.n a bolder and all alone, except in 1 11 last fatal mo\e, a Mii’nvssf u I 
i n t ri gU(T. Malnumtl I K/a Khan had been 1 'u‘iiiifi, and so had 
NiimUnoin.u m 1 mill \ dmnej; the nuiinii il .ulunnntr.itioii of his son 
lint in the social kmplom « t his i it v In* win tin- u i ) nioiuh li * As 
he owed his fei tune t 1 1is i • w n rutci jii !/«■, sal'll* it\ and •ontm, s*» In-' 
■mk tal |)ioa-iniiH ikc u.is pin. l\ * >t hn ow ii .u .jmi 

This is :i I r:mk acknowledgement id Nuhkis .. s social 
jK^ition, lint tin* wnim's . \ j dinat ion ol it lonoros facts and 
nui" countoi to iva-oii. !t is oiil\ a <•% nicul -oit of speculation. 

Wliou e \ ei\ 1 m ol Mi Iiyst.ut. all ii] "tai t hi ad i no miui*I.iI 

NiU.ikll-llllil hid lie l 1 ■ d ’ , ■ It- t <• ha< k h 1 111, hilt !l»»ne 1 Ue With In IU'1 
situated On «h • <>t In I'.uid N.naki ishii.i juissasi il "lie impoitant 

ad V .llltil^i* illxA *' I'thel ' He (MiS'iNsell Hil I »st ,1 III ! * ■ J.-.NMI Ml lllixlon 

sec II tv ill < a h 11 t. t a it'- W as tile . I utl^e ol lie < a st e t I I I III ll.l I The 

| »est implied J i i bei ny in tin- e \ » < »f Ifiuiiiim lit the on-hl n spet taUW 1 

Tlie olliu.il uti/en dii* I el tie- I { i n dee < < nTi m u 111 1 \ . le « a 1 1 % he* a me 1 1 -> 
I • a* iei . 

All loundi‘is <d families. nil u rcl > u * *c t - of !ortum*s an* 
up tails. Xohilitv Un alwav.s its origin in miiiic individual. 
And in Ilimlu soci'-t\ tin- nu re n*^e <d a hunilv or its wealth 
or official < 1 i *>t i net ion will not e.ive it a leading position. 
1 * ra 1 11 n i n s are lcadci s over^ A</ v^.h/Ai/.s, A/z/z//.s are Icudci > 

over M< nilf/.". It is not tnio tjiat the Ai/7//.d// » ccTiiiiiuinily ol 
< alciittir coii-'jsteil 011I3 ol ii|i't:u I", and it it was > 0 eoijstjtu- 

t e d, what t h< n v It ee i t a i 111 v i n< • 1 nd< < 1 a niinilmi o t t lie 

hi^hot Z\uf//t* ; and how came it that •• came to he 

tin* load ol a hod v s<, t oretit ut« <1 !' Tin- ofliei a I ] >os it ioi i a- 
dudoe of tin- ( ‘astc-t i i liiinal or .A/ 7 ///#*/A/ i' u th will 

M‘H(| v i‘i ii c 8 M;»'- , :i*)Im > . 
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explain nothing. As has been observed already more 
than ^oncc, social position in this country does not depend 
upon official rank. And the Judge of a caste-tribunal will 
no more become the social head of the Hindu community 
than an English Judge who has to decide mercantile cases 
will become the head of the mercantile community. The 
functions of the easte-cutchcrry are thus described by Mr. 
Verelst :- 

“All nations have their courts of ecclesiastical jurisdiction distinct 
from the administration of civil justice, in some with a more limited, 
in others with more extensive authority. The followers of Brama in 
Bengal have their caste-cutclierries or courts to take cognisance of all 
matters relative to the several castes, or tribes of the Hindu religion. 
Their religious purity depends on the constant observance of such 
numberless precepts, that the authoriry of these courts enters into 
the concerns of common life, and is, consequently, very extensive. A 
degradation from the easte by their sentence is a species of excom¬ 
munication attended with the most dreadful effects, rendering the 
offender an outcast from society. But as the weight of the punish¬ 
ment depends merely upon the opinion of the people, it is unnecessery 
to say that it cannot be inflicted by the English Governor (as Mr. 
Bolts asserts, p. 83) unless the mandate of a Governor could instantly 
Change the religious sentiments of a nation. Neither can a man once 
degraded be restored, but by the general suffrage of his own tribe, the 
sanction of the Bramins (who are the head tribe) and the superadded 
♦ concurrence of the Supreme Civil power.” 1 

It is easy to see from this description that Maharaja 
Nubkissen’s functions as President of the Caste-cutcherry 
were of a judicial character. His social position must have 
been the cause of his office, not the effect-of it. The Caste- 
cutcherry, ‘it may be presumed-, was analogous to the Pun¬ 
ch aye t. Authority in such an office could not invest one 
with leadership, the explanation of which is to be sought in 
wholly other circumstances. The inquiry is worth pursuing 
if only to ascertain the .calibre of Nubkissen’s mind. In 

'• “A View of.The English Government in Bengal.” London. 1772. 

Fp. 27, 28, « * 
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social life, us in political, ho exhibited his thorough grnsp of 
the situation, his insight into realities, ho felt the necessity 
of evoking order out of chaos, of organising loose elements 
into a consistent whole, and he suyr with unfailing certainty 
the means that were best adapted to the end. His method 
may bo simply described: Not to light against the laws of 
nature or society, not to attempt to stem the irresistible tide 
of events, but to watch and utilise the available forces that 
make for order, to reject effete and jarring (dements, to 
waste no power, to submit to the inevitable, but with a 
single-minded aim to march with steady steps and “low,—that 
was his method. The Ivulins were the natural leaders of the 
fCa.i/tx.*t/ui community. Nubkissen did not work aga' t them, 
but with them. lie did not seek to boar them down by the 
weight of his wealth and official position or to snatch from 
them the authority which was rightfully theirs. Hut he 
put himself into co-operation - with them. lie invited and 
encouraged liigh-cla.-s A 'ulinx to settle in the town ; he helped 
them with funds ; he showed them every respect ; ho united 
his family with theirs by bonds of matrimony. They soon 
came to look upon him as a patron, as one of their nearest 
kith and kin. Through him also they caino to feel a [tower 
they had never known before. They had never been organised 
for social purposes. lie gave them an organisation an<T 
secured for them a gt^eral recognition of their status. With 
the aid of the (Jhataks he had a compilation made, called the 
JCular/rantha or a systmatie social record, of the Kulint 

in particular. The Crhataks m are the men who keep registers 
of pedigrees, of marriages, of important social events, even of 
important incidents in the history of families, and they declare 
the social status of men. They are thus something more than 
heralds. They are no more chroniclers of pedigrees, but as they 
are authorities on some of the social practices, like marriage, 
and on the way in which families are affected by them, they 
come to be in effect the makeri^of the* position of men. It is 
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for thorn to'Meclare, for instance, the degeneration a family 
may have undergone by a marriage or some other social act. 
If they are mischievously inclined they can do mischief by 
raking up everything untoward in the antecedents of a man. 
If they are propitious they can render a service by bringing 
into prominence points of superiority. They had, as men, their 
weaknesses, especially as they had to depend for a living on 
private generosity. But it is unquestionable they rendered a 
very useful service to society. They maintained social dis¬ 
cipline and kept men straight in the path of customary social 
practices. It will be an evil day for Hindu society when they 
shall have become extinct, for there will be none to register 
the social lapses of men or fix with definiteness the position 
of men in society. Nubkissen was a patron of the Ghataka 
and by the aid they gave in the compilation of the Ktilagrantha 
they made him appear in the eyes of the Kulins as their bene¬ 
factor. Nubkissen’s position was improved by his known ear¬ 
nestness in religion, his intense piety as a Hindu. He lived 
according to Hindu rules, believed in the Shtistras (religious 
and social works) and was zealous in securing a proper inter¬ 
pretation of' them and their application to life. These circum¬ 
stances tended to raise Nubkissen in the estimation of men, 
Kttlins included, and marked him out as entitled to social 
"leadership by his virtues and services to society. His office 
in the Caste-cutcherry had made him .'fully acquainted with 
social practices and the rules governing them. Added to that 
qualification thercwcrc his religious disposition, his knowledge 
of works on religion and lift?, his services to the Kulins , 
his union with them, his chee-ful acceptance of their supre¬ 
macy and of the authority of Brahmans as interpreters of 
social and religious duty. His crowning claim was the Jhkjtxi 
(istwmrK') he held. 

This was a gathering of the caste people, to which 
Nubkissen invited Kulins of all ranks. The concourse was 
a grand one, especially as most of the Kulins were present 
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in person and not by Cxhataks. They were rt>ceived with 
fitting honours and paid the fees due to their ranjt and 
station Brahmans were present, dfiataka in 

particular. All social claims were considered, pedigrees 
examined, family history ransacked, and ultimately by uni¬ 
versal consent Maharaja Nubkisseu was recognised as the 
( iosthipati ) or head of the Dcik&ltiu lia.hri section 

of the JCayastha community. It is said that even the former 
<iostlupati of the Sin glia family of Gopiuagar recognised 
his leadership by a distinct act, by marrying, that is to say, 
a daughter of the family to his grandson Sir Raja liudhu 
Ivanta Bob, contrary to the rule observed by the (J<>slhipciti 
of never marrying a daughter of tin* family to a Aloulik. 
The recognition of Nubkissen as the head of the Kayustha 
community of Calcutta need cause no surprise. lie had 
brought the community into existence. The scattered units, 
whatever their individual importance, had been welded into < 
a society by him. lie paid them due honour ; he formed 
alliances with them ; he maintained the purity of social prac- 
tices and Hindu worship ; he was in touch with the i ” nndil.s 
and the (• hatuk.* and was their most munificent and illustri¬ 
ous patron. Before he was formally invested with the rights 
of a social leader, the responsibilities of leadership had fallen 
on him. Not only had he made large religious endowments 
but his private charity and his gifts for public purposes were 
liberal and catholic. Religious and social ceremonies were 
celebrated by him on a grand scale, and.the entertainments 
which accompanied them wore for the benefit of rich and 
poor alike. Learning and reljgion had in him tile most en¬ 
thusiastic and liberal supporter, and society its most en¬ 
lightened and illustrious representative. We hear a great 
deal to-day of “ bridging the gulf ’* between the races. 
The idea had occurred to Nubkissen in those early days and 
he reduced it to practice. Many wore the parties in his 
house to which he invited tin? t'lilt- rtf the European and the 
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Native comfhnniiy. JUe was at home in both communities, 
lui$ycgg.fhe way* of both, and -was popular with both. He 
* %ja fnticlf ypved and respected by the Mahomed an coni- 
own ' JSe ‘whs thpfifst “ interpreter ” of 
to Ihb people. Ip every wpy he 
the uncrowned king of Hindu society, before 
the j^ohsent bf d«WStf^?U and the declaration Of the: Cffiataks 
‘ ^rsnliy;jfeon^Birred p»v Mm sovereignty. 

■ ■^orjcit.bl 1 Maharaja NubkisuenV charily. can- 
no^ . tr*w . tiiwitli' But it is well Known that he con¬ 
structed % rottd tfeirtyitwo miles long from Behala to Knlpi, 
on the north of QltenttA. fie cxO«^(ste3 several tanks in 
different parts of hw isemindaries and made many improve¬ 
ments In them. 'In Gang*Mandal he excavated a large canal 
more |tban twelve * miles" long. ' He erected two bathing 
ghatt OJX the bardts of 'the Ganges «td constructed a house 
for the ft*e aPebmfiaoda'tionof • ve|*d long to die on the 

banks of'ffiat saerOd-^ river, and are taken there in their 
motnents*;, I^Eis; charity -“Was n6t confined within the 
tits of 'his religion" or race. In December* 1783 he 
addition to the old Burying Ground, six 
biswaOs of the adjoining land in Mowzah 
This was the spot on which the old magazine 
path the old Burying Ground, forms the 


Mgahs and 
Dhoo Calcutta, 
stood, and»’ 
present 



John’s. Th® ground given by 

yras then. veined akebove 30,000 

■aT '"'' * . .4i . "" 


ibrity of° "Warren ‘Hastings fbr the 
^Ihat Nubkissen gaJte him the snm of Rs. 4 3,00,000 
Spr the establishment of a Madcassa for the encouragement 
learning in Persian and Arabic. 

This is cosmopolitan charity.. And it was inspired by 
of charity and not by any motives of personal 

Sketches of Bengal since *he Foundation of Calcutta. Calcutta : ISIS. 
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advantage. The charity of our times is very gotten a species 
Of investment, a bid for titles or some other sort of r^pogni- 
tion by Government. If roads are constructed, tanks and 
canals excavated, or colleges endured, the Insplrer of those 
works of beneficence is generally the Government in its con¬ 
crete manifestation as a District Magistrate. Charity that 
springs from, either sympathy or a sense of duty has become 
almost extinct. A people constitutionally charitable, chari¬ 
table by instinct, by tradition, by the impulses of religion 
and the standards of society, has somehow or other com^ to 
he demoralised, agd in most cases it is either a dread of 
official penalties or a hope of official regards that is 
the spur to munificence. The meanest of gifts must be ad¬ 
vertised or the donor will not be satisfied. In hiubkissen s # 
time the demoralisation had not begun ; the Hindu conscience 
had not been deadened, and Nnbkissen mixed with the 
greatest of Englishmen as * a friend. His charity Bprang • 
from (he heart. 

As might he expected, Nuhkissen’s expenses on religious 
ceremonies were on a princely scale. The Eurga T*uja was 
celebrated in a style which made it a public rather than Ti 
private ceremony. It was for the* whole town. And the 
genuinely religious character of the performance was not fort 
in mere grandeur, in a display of the vanities of the world. So 
attentive was the* Majiaraja to worship in prope*r form and so 
apprehensive was he that the priests might, be ignorant or 
careless, that he had the whole ritual carefully compiled by 
competent men, with translations in Bengalee of the mantras. 

He performed his own part incite ceremonies with scrupulous 
accuracy, submitting to privations and going through the 
forms with perfect cheerfulness. And the Dtrrgft Paj9 was 
only one of several Fujas celebrated by him. Every o*p» of 
them was performed with eclat, in complete conformity 
directions of the authoritative religious books, and with a 
due regard to the expectations and dethands of Hindu society. 

G2ft«d byt —• 

Sri Basonti Ballav 
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On a visit to the shrine at Kalighat in (Calcutta he 
expended not less than one hundred thousand rupees on 
the worship of the Goddess. Amongst the offerings 
were a gold necklace valued at Its. 10,000, and besides 
other ornaments, a rich bed, silver plates, dishes and 
bdsons, sweetmeats and other food sufficient for the entertain¬ 
ment of a thousand persons, and trifling presents of money to 
near two thousand of the poor. 1 He endowed the temple of 
Itadha Ballabha at Ballabhpore, about 12 miles north of 
Calcutta, with lands, houses, &c., to the annual amount of 
Rs. 3,000 which is divided among sixteen families of Brah¬ 
mans. 2 Religion was with him not a thing of show, not a fitful 
gleam, not a periodical performance dependent upon regula¬ 
tion, but the ruling principle of his heart. A. good and devout 
Hindu, he never omitted the daily religious ceremonies, and 
it was not simply in the peace of his quiet home, but in the 
busiest moments of his eventful life, when his mind was 
agitated by issues of grave public moment, religion was the 
abiding sentiment and impulse. It was the ever burning 
flame. It will be remembered he went to the North-West 

and was employed—he was the only native so employed- 

in the several negotiations with the Emperor Shah Alnm, the 
Vizier of Oudh, the Maharaja of Benares and others when 
the grant of the Dewanny was made to the East India Com¬ 
pany. It was at such a time that Nubkissen visited tem¬ 
ples at Benares, performed ceremonies, made offerings and 
presents. Benares is one of the chief shrines in India, one of 
the oldest and holiest cities. To die in Benares is one of the 
aspirations of the pious Hindu. To live there in retirement is 
the highest bliss on earth. To make some endowment for 
worship, to repair or adorn a temple, to establish a charity in 
that sacred city, is one of the best uses of wealth. The 
temple of Bishweshwar in Benares is the holy of holies, and 

> Ward’s History ot the Hindoos. 'Vol I., pp. 160-1C1. 

* Id, Vol. II., p. 9. 
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Nubkissen longed to do good to hist soul by the establishment, 
in his own name, of a special worship of Sira in witness of 
his faith. Much was tho jealousy excited by his proposal. 
But Nubkissen’s ardour and faith, and, it may bo added, 
his tact and humility, conquered all opposition. Tho gods 
were propitious to tho good Hindu. The Hindu public 
and tho Pandas (ministers of worship) came to support his 
idea ; and under the auspices of the then almost independent 
Maharaja of Benares, was established within tho temple a 
symbol of Siva under the name of Sri Sri Navakrishneshyjar. 
This was an unprecedented act, anti it has not been allowed 
to form a precedent itself. The Maharaja spent a large sum 
on the occasion anti made an endowment for the } manent 
Sheba, or service of tho idol he had established. Great was 
the sensation in Benares and among almost tho entire Hindu 
population, for the act was unique. To this day the Pxtja 
of Sri Sri Navakrishneshwar is regularly performed every 
day within the temple of Sri Sri Bishweshwarji. Tho 
Maharaja's piety turned his political visit into a pilgrimage. 
The circumstances under which he established the family 
idol Sri Sri Gopinathji are worthy of record. Tt is said that 
on the occasion of his mother’s sradh he spent a largo sum 
of money in bringing established idols ( ) which were 

best known and most largely worshipped. From Agradwipa 
within the possessions of Maharaja Krishna Chandra of 
Nuddea he brought the idol ( ) Sri Sri Q-opinathji. 

Ho returned the other idols after the ceremony, and endowed 
their shrines with lands, &c., but retained the. last. The 
family tradition is that Maharrfja 1STubkissen dreamt a dream 
which determined him to keep the idol in his family at any 
cost. He was prepared to give up for the sake of this idol 
a sum of three lakhs of rupees which he had lent to Maha¬ 
raja Krishna Chundra. A friendly dispute developed into 
a regular quarrel and Maharaja Krishna Chundra brought 
a suit in a court of law for the rtsstoration of the idol. 
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Nubkissen was not to bo baffled however. He had an image 
made«pxactly resembling the idol from Agradwipa ; he sent 
this copy and retained the original. Such a substitution 
would be unpardonable i£*it was a piece of furniture or any 
other article of property that was in dispute. But in retain¬ 
ing the original idol ho felt that he was obeying a divine 
command communicated to him in a dream, that the spirit 
that was represented by the idol had elected to be with 
him, and he would be offending God and conscience by 
a , literal submission to the legal rights of Maharaja 
Krishna (Jhundra. The fact is noticed ,in 'Ward’s History 

of the Hindoos in the following way 1 :- 

“ Raja Nabakrishna of Calcutta once seized this image (Gopee 
Nath of Agradwipa) for a debt of three lakhs of rupees, due to him 
from the owner Raja .Krishna Chandra Rai (of Krishnagore). The 
latter afterwards regained the image by a suit at law ; but not till 
Nabakrishna had made another Gopee Nath exactly like it.” 

It is no great certificate to such a man to say of him 
that he was kind and generous to his relations. • Ho erected 
for them pucca [brick-built] buildings; he awarded them 
maintenance. In his native village, Punchagram, he gave 
lands extending about three miles, to his distant kinsmen, 
free of rent for their habitation and other uses. He was 
invariably kind to his dependents, and courteous, generous 
and even reverential to his poor kipsfolk. He looked up 
to his elder brother with the respect dtie to a father. To his 
yuru (spiritual preceptor) and his purohit (priest) he gave 
lands free of rent. 

Popular tradition credits Maharaja* Nubkissen with 
having spent nine lakhs of rupees on his mother’s Sradd/ia. 
According to another account, however, “ G unga Govinda 
Singh, a person of the writer caste, head Servant to Mr. Has¬ 
tings, expended, it is said, 1,200,000 rupees at his mother’s 

! Vol I. pp. 205*206. See also The Calcutta. Hrrieio. Vol. VI. 1846, 
Article : “ The Banks of the 'Bhagirathi.” 
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Shraddha ; and Raja Nobokissen of Calcutta nearly as much 
in tlie Shraddha. for liis mother. H.is expense was principally 
incurred in presonts to the Brahmins, sucth as bedsteads, at 
two or three hundred rupees each*; waterpitellers ot silver 
and gold, some worth a thousand, and others two thousand 
rupees, dishes of silver and gold at five hundred, two hundred 
and one hundred ; silver and gold cups and lamp-steads, at 
two hundred, one hundred, &c. ; covered bowls for betel-nuts, 
and gold and silver water jugs at from five hundred down to 
one hundred, and cloths at ten or fifteen rupees a piece.”* 

It is impossil>\p to know with definiteness the expendi¬ 
ture of a private person on a private ceremony unless he 
chooses to declare it or to place; adequate materials • fore the 
public. The different estimates that have been made ot 
Nubkissen’s expenditure on his mother’s Sraddha are all in 
the nature of reckless speculation. The only thing which is 
definitely known is that the celebration was on an imperial * 
scale. For, the distribution of alms and entertainment of 
guests the districts were divided into a number of tliimas 
with superintendents placed over them. They were called 
Darogas and were provided with, stores and funds. THo 
almsgiving and the entertainments continued for a number 
of days and passed off to the satisfaction of all. Men on all 
sides were heard to say: “ This is more than a Sraddha cere¬ 
mony, it is like the fifarut Yajna of the Kali Yaga." it farut 
Yajna was the sacrifice which had been celebrated in the 
Satya Yaga by the class of Vedic gods called Afarats, on 
which as a prototype the liaj-Suya Yajna of king,! 'adhisthira 
was solemnised in the next £ge, the Utcapa.ro. Yaga. The 
following is a good account of the popular reminiscences of 
the celebration as they have come filtered down to the present 
generation :— 

“ There were full thirty days between the death and the Sradh day, 
and Navakrishna’s countrymen made good this advantage. At first 

—----»--r-—--- 

1 Ward’s History of Hindoos . Vol II., p. 1-45, 
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the professional beggars, Bhats and Bariahs, undertook the journey. 
Next those whose condition oscillated between decency and beggary, 
who hitherto wavered between going and not going, decided in the 
affirmative. Lastly men even in competent circumstances, tempted 
by large expectations, and urg’ed by greedy wives, coupled with the 
small chance of being distinguished in the crowd, followed. Those wlio 
had to come from great distances, necessarily carried their homes 
about with them like the Bedouins. As presents are given per head, 
the very babies were brought, and when many of them died of suffoca¬ 
tion, their parents preserved them for the occasion and exhibiting 
them as if they were alive, added to their income,—the distributors of 
the presents, bewildered with the crowd and attacked by the army 
of beggars, each demanding and endeavouring ho wring his share out 
before the others, had not the time nor the wits left to examine the 
recipients, and even dolls immersed in a heap of rags were passed 
upon them for infants. It was as it were an exodus of the moffusil 
to the metropolis. The very liazars of the zillahs, rendered unne¬ 
cessary for the time by the depopulation in the villages, were trans¬ 
planted into Calcutta and the Suburban Districts. 

“ All the Bundits of Bengal and many even of Benares were in¬ 
vited, and came. Navakrishna with all his wealth could ill afford 
accommodation for this host. But in all cases where he failed, the 
Hindoo inhabitants of the city and of the surrounding villages opened 
tl^eir hospitable doors. The beggars slept in the fields, under trees 
and on the roadside. The dietetic resources and the confeetioneering 
skill of the whole country wei-e invoked to feed the motley mass of 
humanity. The entire pottery of the country was exhausted. All 
tfie plantain trees of the land were laid under contribution for plates 
for the eatables. The confectioners had beguij' their labours the day 
following ‘the last of danger and distress,’ and the result in time well 
indicated that a nation was to be fed for days. Biles of spices, the 
produce of all the betel-topes of Bengal disposed of in heaps, pottery 
that rivalled Babel, Himalayas of brass vessels and Alps of gold and 
silver things, all the shawls and broadcloth and other cloth stf Burra- 
Bazar, vast pyramids of sweetmeats and lakes of liquid sweets, kheer, 
dohee and milk, wore an imposing aspect. Everything bespoke bar¬ 
baric profusion. I he arrangements were as perfect as human foresight 
and wisdom could make, but the contest was unequal. A nation 
besieging Navakrishna was too much for him, even though the military 
were called to his assistance. Navakrishna, with the soldiers trying 
to preserve order among flint swarm of locusts, was like Dame 
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Partington with her mop repelling the Atlantic. The presents to the 
Great Uninvited were unequally distributed. Some who had travelled 
a fortnight or twenty days received nothing at alj ; others who were 
plundered of all they possessed to boot heavily retraced their steps 
homewards, or, for want of the wherewithal to do so, settled near 
Calcutta ; while the presents and plunders reaped by a third number 
amounted to the annual income of many a big keranee. Bather better 
fared the invited Pundits and relations of Navakrishna. But the 
Arnlah literally made fortunes. A fabulous sum was spent 
in this Sradh. Popular estimation reckons that sum at nine lacs of 
rupees.” 1 

This was of course a unique celebration in the histary 
not only of NubkisfSen but of the country. But the festive 
gatherings held in his house on ordinary occasions were 
many and varied. Apart from the I’tija elite. >. aments, 
{lift-ties were especially held for bringing together represen¬ 
tatives of the European and Native communities. Those 
held in commemoration of the battle of LMassey wore gener¬ 
ally honoured by the presence of (Hive so long as he was 
here, of the Governor-General of the time, of members of 
Council and of other leading Englishmen, official and non- 
official. That Nubkissen was in touch with the English 
community and mixed on familiar toms with it, appears from 
an account in 1 lii-keif s liengal (gazette, ol a party held in his 
house in celebration of the birthday of a Miss Wranghag^ 
q. J5. Busteed ii^liis I'Jchoes from old Calcutta, devotes a 
chapter to that journal which he calls the ‘ first Indian News¬ 
paper.’ Miss Emilia Wrangham was, according to this writer, 
probably sister of one .John Wrangham who entered the 
Indian Civil (Service, Madras, in 17SH. *Hlie was the “ social 
star" "who came in for (lie most prominent notice from 
the contributors to Hickey's paper.” Mr. L.ivius, who is 
mentioned in the report of tho entertainment, was a protdgd 
of Francis who had got him made Military storekeeper. The 
Gazette had an existence of only about three years, and 

• \hn»ht r!*>f n Aitl'il lb<Tl . !»!•• 166—169. 
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its editor an'd itself had an unfortunate fate. The report 
runs :-j- 

Frorn. Hickey's Bengal Gazette, from Saturday, August 18 th, to 
Saturday, August 25th, 1781. 

On Monday night ftajalf Nobkissen gave a nautch and magni¬ 
ficent entertainment to several persons of distinction in commemora¬ 
tion of Miss Wrangham’s birthday. As the ladies arrived, they were 
conducted by the Rajah through a grand suite of apartments into 
the Zenana, where they were amused until the singing began, which 
was so mellifluous as to give every face a smile of approbation. The 
surprising agility of one of the male dancers occasioned loud acclama¬ 
tions' of applause. The principal female singers called the nymphs 
and swains to celebrate the festivity of the day'and spoke a few com- 
plimentary lines suitable to the occasion. After supper there was a 
ball, which was opened by Mr. Livius and Miss Wrangham, who were 
dressed in the characters of Apollo and Daphne. When the minuets 
were ended, country dances struck up and continued till past three 
in the morning, when the company departed highly pleased with the 
elegant festival. And when the Rajah was attending Miss Wrangham 
to her carriage, he thanked her in very polite terms for having illu¬ 
minated his house with her bright appearance. 

Maharaja Nubkissen was the Maecenas of Bengal. There 
never was in this province a more munificent or more en¬ 
thusiastic patron of letters and the fine arts. His home wa s 
the favourite resort of men of learning. His Sab ha (Associa¬ 
tion) of Pundits was pre-eminently the first in the land. It 
has been popularly compared to the famous Council of 
Vikramaditya. It included men like * Jagannatha Tarka- 
panchanan, Vanessur Vidyalankar, Radhakanta Tarhabagish, 
Sreekantha, Kamalakanta, Balaram and Shankar. The pundits 
of his Sablia more than once saved the honbur of Bengal by 
the triumph they achieved in disputations with champion pun¬ 
dits from north and south. A pundit of those times, named 
Ramnath Tarkasiddhailta, was distinguished as much for his 
learning as for his cynical pride and independence of character. 
It is said of him that when-Raja Isliwara Chandra of Nuddea 
paid a visit to him in his humble dwelling, he spoke to that 
nobleman, in response to’ a kind enquiry about the pundit’s 
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wants, with the lofty dignity and stubborn prid<* of Diogenes 
answering Alexander. But this same pundit, hewn frpm the 
block out of which the best of Greeks w«*re made, accepted 
an invitation of Nubkissen's ami filtered into an intellectual 
coml>at with a southern pundit whom he easily laid prostrate. 
He declined, however, everything in the nature of a present 
that Nubkissen offered to him. 

The Maharaja gave large and frequent presents to 
learned pundits. To Pundit Jagannatli Tarkapanehanan he 
gave a taluk yielding a decent income and also the cost, of 
erecting his houseThe Maharaja had made to the pundit a 
very rich offer, namely, of a zemindary yielding a lakh of 
rupees a year, but the pundit declined it on the ;• niml that 
riches were demoralising and his descendants, if they were 
wealthy, would not care for learning and would give them¬ 
selves up to luxury. A smaller gift he accepted. It was 
through the Maharaja's influence that he was appointed by* 
Government as the < lourt Pundit ami Compiler of Hindu 
Law. He gave to Pundit itadhakanta Tarkabagish 1,200 
biglias of revenue-free land and obtained fur him the title of 
Pundit Pradhan from the Emperor of Delhi. He built for 
Pundit Vanesliwar Vidyalankar a house in SSobha-Buzur. 
Learned moulvies also received handsome encouragement 
from him. He was himself a great Persian scholar ttffd 
was well versed in the history and literature of the Mussul¬ 
mans. In his own family he encouraged the reading of 
English and Persian. His collection of books and manu¬ 
scripts, Sanskrit, .Arabic and Persian, vnas large and valuable. 
It included many rare and original works, and the Sanskrit 
and Persian manuscripts in particular appear to have been 
compiled at great cost and with the most laborious and 
discriminative research. They bear evidence of the univer¬ 
sality of his tastes and of his general appreciation of learning. 
No private person’s library in this country could be com¬ 
pared to Nubkissen’s in respect df the value of ancient 
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manuscripts. * His appreciation of the fine arts, of music in 
particular, was in every way worthy of himself. Haru 
Thakur and Nitai Hass, well known as composers of songs, 
were his proteges ; and he introduced into Calcutta society 
and popularised the nautcli which Englishmen believe to be 
the chief of our public amusements. It is Bai Nautch. The 
songs of JKabis f ) were a favourite entertainment of 

Hindoo society. They were a curious illustration of the 
blended powers of metrical composition and of controversy. 
Songs composed by one person or party and sung before an 
assembly wore then and there answered by another. The 
answer brought a reply and so the song-duel went on till one 
side was fairly exploded. The full name of Haru Thakur 
was Hurray Kristo Dirghangi. He was called a Thakur 
because he was a Brahmin among kaJbis. It was in Nubkissen’s 
house that this species of entertainment had its origin, its 
first exhibition. Haru Thakur was so attached to Nubkissen, 
that after the Maharaja’s death he gave up his profession. 
Of another kind of musical entertainment known as Akhrdiy 
the Maharaja was a distinguished,’ probably the first patron. 
ICiUlui Chandra Son, who was not only competent in Akhrai, 
but probably its founder, received great encouragement. A. 

cousin of K/ului,—Ram Nidhi Grupta,-popularly known 

as ‘Nidhoo 13abu, made great improvements in the art. 
Distinguished musicians—singers and players on instru¬ 
ments—came to him, attracted by his fame as a votary of 
the Muses, and none went disappointed. All had their due 
appreciation and reward. The writer who has been already 
quoted more than once thus delivers himself on Nubkissen’s 
encouragement of letters :- 

“ Navakrishua’s abilities, Persian scholarship, public spirit and. 
liberality rendered him greatly respected in the English community. 
His vices were the vices of the age, of both Natives and Europeans, 
of whatever rank ; but none' of his contemporaries, except Clive, 
approached him in the better parts of his nature ..... Nund- 
coomar, a better Persian scholar than Navakrislina, at the height of 
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his power morelv lived in royal state. The name of Munga Gobind 
Singh is preserved in tradition Ivy- a single act of magnificent expendi¬ 
ture ; and of Canto Baboo, a boor, by only his unexpected godd for¬ 
tune Navakriahna, on the contrary, was an able official, an accom 
nlished gentleman and a munificent nobleman. A warm patron of letters, 
his palace was the centre of association of all the learned of the 
surrounding districts, and the resort of those of distant parts of India 
who chanced to come to Calcutta. In accordance with a hoary-beaded 
but most unexceptionable custom of this country, great menarcattend- 
ed by a number of pundits who give them the benefit of their opi¬ 
nion on all occasions and often discuss logical and metaphysical 
topics before them. Navakrishna s council of the learned was splen¬ 
did as the names of. two of its distinguished ornaments, .Tagan- 
nath Tarkapanchana.ia and Vanes war V idyalankara, will indicate, 
and discussions in it were always encouraged by large presents 
to the wranglers. His wealth and influence procure,: ..,m many 
rare Persian and Sanskrit manuscripts. Nor did music receive 
from him a less hearty welcome. Whoever, player on instrument 
or songster, came from Delhi, Gwalior, buck now, Benares or other 
seats of the art, as far ,1 wu as Mo'orshedabad, was sure to be attracted 
by the fame of Raja Navakrishna’s fostering care of whatever was 
good or beautiful. The letters of retired civilians to him from home 
show the great confidence they reposed in him. Most young civilians 
desirous of attaining a knowledge of the Persian tongue were referred 
by tlieir elders to him .... The couple of dwelling houses he 
lias left to his descendants are living monuments of the grandeur 
of his taste. They are, in Oriental estimation, perhaps the only two 
specimens of palatial buildings in a city styled tlie City of PalacwS*; 
and the nautch-room in »ne of them is the best in Calcutta.” 

As the pundits liavo boon so often referred to, it may bo 
necessary to say a few words in regard to their character, 
functions and place in society. The pundits are Brahmins 
learned in the lore treasured up*in Sanskrit works.* They arc, 
most of them citlhi/apaks or teachers. The institutions in which 
they impart learning; are called tols in the vernacular of 
Bengal. They take no fees from pupils, but, on the contrary, 
offer thorn free board and lodging.. They are maintained by 
gifts from the community, or, rather, from the higher castes 
thereof. In the dav- of Hindu k*ings they could count on being 
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maintained lay the king also. Though their work of teaching 
is wholly honorary, wholly a self-assumed labour of love, 
they may be in certain sense called professional teachers. 
They have no other occupation than learning and teaching. 
They have no other ambition. If ever the ideal of plain 
living and high thinking has been realised it is in their case. 
They form a class or community by themselves. Very often 
pundits enter into family connections with pundits alone, and 
the succeeding generation has pundits for ancestors, both 
on .the father’s and the mother’s side. The world has not 
seen another class like them. Plato and . 4_ristotle, Abelard, 
Averroes and Avicenna, Duns Scot ns and Thomas Aquinas, 
Usher anil Selden, Grrotius, Puffendorf and Erasmus, Bopp 
anti Bentley have been great as scholars, as devotees of learn¬ 
ing, but which of their ancestors and descendants have lived 
the same life as they ? The race of scholars is kept up in other 
parts of the world, not by a succession of them in the same 
families, but by fresh recruits from families never previously 
distinguished for learning. In India fresh recruits are not of 
course excluded, but many are the families that have furnish¬ 
ed pundits for generations extending over centuries. There 
has been, so to say, a caste of pundits, and a caste that has 
justified its existence not by a mere name but the successful 
pursuit of its own special calling. And the wonder is that 
the calling which has secured such steady votaries is so little 
remunerative. Next to the Sani/asrs and Sad hits the pundits 
are the most notable class in India. Ancient works have 
not till recently existed in the form of published books, and 
they are written in a stylo so*condensed and elliptical as to 
be scarcely intelligible - without the aid of well instructed or 
rather duly initiated teachers. Hence the value of oral 
teaching in India, and the works would have been of little 
value as instruments of education if the class of pundits had 
disappeared or collapsed. The intellectual development of 
the country came to be’Wrested under Mahomedan rule, but 
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there was one class that in the midst of poverty and perse¬ 
cution contrived through the dark centuries to keep byrning 
a modest flame of ancient Aryan knowledge. It was the 
pundits. Progress was out of the question. But these pundits 
rendered the only service that was possible, the saving from 
utter extinction the learning of ancient India. A fragment of 
it only remains, and for that we are indebted to the pundits. 
It is not merely that they have preserved the works, but 
they have kept up the cultivation of the subjects by the read¬ 
ing ami interpretation of the works and the teaching of them 
to their sons and pypils. Owing to various reasons, however, 
they are now an ill-nourished, declining class. 

Several of the pundits, especially those who ei ivate the 
S»i ritis, or tile books dealing with law and custom, are 
recognised as authorities on social practice and as the autho¬ 
ritative interpreters of those books. Society changes, and 
law and custom must change with it. The Itishis, who in 
ancient times bail tin* power to make and declare the law and 
custom, had also the power to change them. After the era 
of the Itishia, Hindu kings entrusted to the most learned 
pundits ( tic.lutrjyus) or to associations of them the task of inter¬ 
preting the law and custom as they existed in books or in 
practice*, and of compiling codes of them from time to time. 
The Hindu re'yime has now passed away. In the early dflt^s 
of British rule, judges in administering Hindu law took the 
opinions or vycivasthaa of competent pundits ; and those 
opinions are still recognised as good law. .Judicial adminis¬ 
tration has now become independent of the opinions of pundits. 
In matters of religious or social usage, however, no authority 
exists for interpretation except the pundits. They cannot 
very well be vested with official authority, for Government 
is pledged to a policy of non-interference in social and reli¬ 
gious matters. Society, however, by a tacit and universal 
consent recognises that authority as existing in the pundits. 
Jt is obvious that the authority must exist somewhere, for 
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neither on the one hand can essential social practices, bound 
up with religion, be left to bo determined by the caprice of 
individual opinioit, nor on the other can an old, unchanging 
code be left to govern absolutely an ever-changing society. 
Expansion or modification of the law is possible only by 
legislation or by interpretation. We have no Hindu legisla¬ 
ture now, and recourse is possible only to interpretation. The 
laws of ancient Rome were interpreted by judges and juris¬ 
consults ; the common law of England is made up of judicial 
decisions, of custom, long-standing and prevalent, and of the 
opinions of great commentators, like Granville, Bracton or 
Britton ; ecclesiastical law and practice are interpreted by 
courts of ecclesiastical jurisdiction ; and reason, tradition, 
analogy and expediency would alike suggest that in ti»e 
present social and political condition of India, the interpreters, 
the adapters, the improvers of the social law and custom of 
the Hindus—always more or less mixed up with religion— 
are the pundits versed in the learning of those subjects. 
There is no other class competent for the purpose, nor can 
the task of authoritative interpretation bo avoided. Hindu 
social questions do not mean questions of dress and fashion, 
but questions which affect the very framework of society, 
its existence or its integrity. 

Maharaja Nubkissen, not so much with the prudence 
of a social philosopher as with the instincts of a Hindu, 
patronised the pundits and submitted to their patronage. 
If there are any social legislators to-day amongst the Hindus 
it is the pundits. And as Nubkissen was'the patron of his 
illustrious Sab/ia of Pundits, 'people felt that he was their 
rightful head. His relations to the pundits were exactly 
analogous to those of a Kshetriya king of old times and his 
council of social legislators, relations at once of supremacy 
and subordination, of political supremacy and social subordi¬ 
nation. Prom this among other things arose the social ascen¬ 
dency of Nubkissen. 'If the Kayastlias of Bengal have a 
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higher social position, a more clearly recognised status than 
that of the ICayast/ias of any other part of India, it isJiocnuse 
Nubkissen gave them strength and coherence in Calcutta, 
■which soon came to be imparted*to the same community in 
the mofussil, that is, tho interior of the province. Calcutta, 
which in those days was a city of mere trailers and shop¬ 
keepers, came under the influence of Nubkissen’s magic, 
social wand to be the home ami nursery of a powerful, well 
organised Kayastha community. Whatever of dignity or 
social power it has now, is traceable to the impulse thi*t he 
communicated to i^ Even now < ’alcutta is the only place in 
Bengal where organised social divisions () exist, having 
recognised leaders ( ). Nubkissen’s dh 'on was 

tl^e largest and most influential. And it is worthy of note, as 
a proof at once of Nubkissen’s position and popularity, that 
even Brahmins cheerfully ranged themselves under his banners 
in his division. To this day* many si Brahmin acknowledges 
membership of that division. Ami time has not wrested from 
the hands of Nubkissen’s descendants the social sceptre that 
he wielded. Their leadership is universally acknowledged. 
Tliev receive like him their inarks > of honour —the wreafli 
round their necks and the sandalwood paste on their foreheads-— 
in the true order of precedence. They will undoubtedly retain 
that position if they have the suavity and humility of lMub- 
kissen, his ardent religious temperament, his readiness to bear 
the social burdens, his sympathy with society, his submission 
to tho shastras, his respect for the Brahmans, pundits in 
particular, and f&r the Kxilin Kctyasthus. And .the same is 
true of {lindu Society in general. Its existence will depend 
upon its coherence, its submission to discipline, its recognition 
of leaders, its respect for tradition. 
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The style in which Nubkissen celebrated his mother’s 
sraddha was much discussed at the time. The question, 
whence did he got so much money, exercised men’s minds 
at least as much then as it does now. His contemporaries, 
who were staggered by the display, began to speculate, and 
several of them in their speculations treated him with little 
charity. It was reported to Mr. Verelst by some uduential 
men that the Maharaja, having spent all his money on the 
celebration of his mother’s funeral rites, distributed in 
alms many lakhs of rupees belonging to the Hon’ble Com¬ 
pany’s Treasury in his charge. After the completion of the 
sraddha, when the Maharaja went to visit Mr. Verelst he 
told him in jest : 1 am informed that you lost your sense 

and expended the whole of your wealth, as well as several 
lakhs of rupees belonging to the Company’s Treasury, in the 
performance of your mother’s obsequies.” Nubkissen, as 
soon as he heard this, locked up the Treasury (then called the 
Money Godown) and left the key on the table of Mr. VereHfif, 
soliciting him to remove his doubts by sending for the person 
who had accused him and for one of the members of the 
Council, and desiring them to examine and receive the 
in balance at the Treasury. • Mr. Verelst sought to pacify 
him, spoke to him in the gentlest manner, and assured him 
of his urfshaken confidence. The Governor said he had no 
doubt the cash was all right in the Treasury. The Maha¬ 
raja, however, remained inflexible. He said his honour had 
been assailed, and he begged an^ insisted that, for his own 
sake, as well as the Governor’s, the cash in the Treasury 
might be examined. Mr. Verelst yielded. He sent a member 
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times'.- Appsitiy-e and definite chAi^e of misapjprpjsriation 
had been-made aga jrustthe Maharaja, and he Found it easy to 
!^bproV« it>}A dwS^v'’’s YBgge, hypothetical character is not 
*" J’s-d niade his fortune by loot- 

fktf is a charge which cannot, 

in the vei^^natti re of things, be demonstrated to be false, 
for such a demonstration would mean the proof of a negative 
>uld be impossible by a simple experimental process 
inclination of cash in a Treasury. In judging of the 
SUsiSty of a man what are the canons to be followed ? 
‘'jllust wo call upon him to account for every pice ho made, 
dnd, In ^default* pass judgment against him ? If such a 
trial. was to be held, ' few would coiiie unscathed out of 
it.,*,ISfc^i^hh publishes his account books, and the speculations 
<’of' others-about his gains and savings are generally worth¬ 
less. The rational principle of 'judgment would seem to be 
not to hold a man dishonest till something could be proved 
against him. And taking the world as we find it, it is not 
always possible to draw the line which divides honesty from 
it*; ^opposite. It is not easy to say how much of the gains 
«^ra^[lsth,^yer - -or a doctor is honest, and how much is not. 
The world’s standards are'not the moralist’s. All rising to 
great fortune, like “ all rising to great place,” “ is by a 
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wholly upon chance, chose, unfortunately for himself, tHe 
wrong idol. There have been similar instances of choice or 
mischoice in analogous cases, and that seems to bo the 
practice generally follower! in that class of cases. There is 
a reason for it. It has an aspect of fairness about it, and it is 
believed that the Divinity that is immanent in the idol really 
rules the choice. In the present case, for instance, the fact of 
Raja Krishna. (Jhundra making a wrong choice would be 
regarded by Hindus as a proof that Gropinath elected to reside 
with Maharaja Nubkissen. When the wrong choice had in 
fact been made and the fact published ^,o the world, it is 
likely that Englishmen who came to hear of it, or read of it, 
presumed that only the substitute had been offered and had 
been accepted by the Raja with the full knowledge of its 
supposititious character. Hence the error or the unlikely ele¬ 
ment in the historical accounts. 

A biography of Nubkissen would not be complete with¬ 
out a reference to Burke’s impeachment of Warren Hastings 
and the charge brought against him of receiving a bribe 
from Nubkissen. To satisfy the curious, all that Burke said 
is hero reproduced. He opened the charge in the following 
terms :— 

“ We shall remove any degree of uneasiness from your lordships’ 
mirk’s and from our own, when we show you, in the charge which we 
shall bring before you this day, that one Ifribe only received by 
Mr. Hastings, the smallest of his bribes or 'nearly the smallest, the 
bribe received from Rajah Nobkissen, is alone more than equal to have 
paid all the charges Mr. Hastings is stated to have incurred.” 1 
The speech on the charge runs as follows :— 

“ Mr. Hastings has told you that he wanted to borrow money for 
his own use, and that he applied to Rajah Nobkissen, who gener¬ 
ously pressed it upon him as a gift. Rajah Nobkissen is a banyaq ; 
you will be astonished to hear of generosity in a banyan ; there never 
was a banyan and generosity united together ; but Nobkissen loses 
his banyan qualities at once the moment the light of Mr. Hastings’s 
face beams upon him. H ere,' says Mr. Hastings, I liave prepared 

1 Burke at the trial of Warren Hastings. Tuesday, 21st April, 1789. 
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bbnds for you Astonishing ! Mow can you think ofthe meanness of 
hinds : you call upon me to lend you £34,000 and propose bonds 1 No; 
you shall have it ; you are the Governor-Genera^ who have a Targe and 
ample salary : but I know you are a generous man, and I emulate 
your generosity. I give you all thlfc money. Nohkissen was quite 
shocked at Mr. Hastings's ottering him a bond. My lords, a Gentoo 
banyan is a person little lower, a little more penurious, a little more 
exacting, a little more cunning, a little more money-making than a 
.lew. There is not a .Tew in the meanest corner of ^Duke’s Place in 
bindon that is so crafty, so much a usurer, so skilful how to turn 
money to profit and so resolved not to give any money, but for profit, 
as a Gentoo broker of the class l have mentioned. But this*man, 
however, at once gr#ws generous, and will not suffer a bond to he 
given to him : and Air. Hastings, accordingly, is thrown into very 
great distress.” 

‘‘In every transaction of Air. Hastings, where we have got a 
ifame there we have got it crime. Nohkissen gave him the money, and 
did not take his bond. 1 believe, for it ; hut Nohkissen, we find, 
immediately af ter wards enters upon the stewardship or management 
of one of the most considerable districts in Bengal. We know very* 
well, and shall prove to your lordships, in .what manner such men 
rack such districts, and exact from the inhabitants the money to 
repay themselves for the bribes which had been taken from them .... 
And we shall prove that Nobkissen, within a year from the tigne 
when he gave this bribe, had fallen into arrears to the Company, as 
their steward, to the amount of a sum, the very interest of which, 
according to the rate of interest in that country, amounted to more 
than this bribe, taken, as was pretended, for the Company’s servid?." 1 

After the defejeo had been made, the speech in reply 
was as follows :- 

“ In the settlement of his public account before be left India, 
he takes credit for. a bond wbscb be had Received from Nobkissen 
upon some account or other. H# then returns to England, and what 
does he cto V Bay off ? No. Give up the bond to the Company 1 No. 
He says, I will account to the Company for this money ; and when 
he comes to give this account of the expenditure of this money, your 
lordships will not be a little astonished at the items of it. One is for 
founding a Mahomodan college. It is # a very strange thing that Baja 
Nobkissen, who is a Gentoo, shduld be employed by Mr. Hastings to . 

1 Burke’s speech on the sixth cliargc. Tuesday, 6tli May, 1 7 S 9 . 
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found a Maliomedan college. We will allow Mr. Hastings, who is a 
Christian, or would be thought a Christian, to grow pious at last ; and 
as many others have fjone who have spent their lives in fraud, rapacity 
and peculation, to seek amends, and to expiate his crimes by charitable 
foundations. Nay, we will suppose Mr. Hastings to have taken it 
into his head to turn Maliomedan (Geutoo he could not), and to have 
designed by a Maliomedan foundation to expiate his o Hence s. Be it 
so ; but why should Nobkissen pay for it ? 39 1 

In answer to the accusation Warren Hastings stated as 
follows in his written defence 

“ The last part of the charge states that in my letter to the 
Court of Directors of the 21st February 1784 X have confessed to 
have received another sum of money, the amount of which is not 
declared but which from the application of it could not be less than 
£34,000 sterling, etc. In the year 1783, when I was actually in want 
of a sum of money for my private expenses, owing to the Company 
not having at that time sufficient cash in their treasury to pay my 
salary, I borrowed three lakhs of rupees of Raja Nobkissen, an in- 
« habitant of Calcutta, whom I desired to call upon me with a bond 
properly tilled up ; he did so, but at the time T was going to execute it 
he entreated I would rather accept the money than execute the bond. 
I neither accepted the offer, nor refused it ; and my determination 
upon it remained suspended between the alternative of keeping the 
money as a loan to be repaid and of taking it and applying it, as T 
had done other sums, to the Company’s use ; and there the matter- 
rested till X undertook my journey to Imeknow, when I determined to 
accent the money for the Company’s use ; and these were my mo¬ 
tives :—Having made disbursements from my own cash for services 
which though required to enable me to execute the duties of my 
station, I had hitherto omitted to enter into my public account, I 
resolved to reimburse myself in a mode most suitable to the situation 
of the Company’s affairs, by charging these disbursements in my 
Durbar accounts of the present yuar and crediting them by a sum 
privately received, which was this of Nobkissen’s. If my claim on 
the Company were not founded in justice and a bond fide one, my accept¬ 
ance of three lakhs of rupees from Nobkissen by no means precludes 
them from recovering that sum from me. No member of this honor¬ 
able House suspects me, I hope, of the meanness and guilt of present¬ 
ing false accounts. 


1 Burke. Eighth day of reply. Saturday, 1-lth .June, 1794. 
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In regard to this accusation, implicating both Warron 
Hastings and Nubkissen, it has to ho observed that v*o proof 
was given in support of it ; that, it rested Wholly on suspicion, 
and that eventually it fell through. The assumptions of 
fact made in support of the charge are wholly erroneous and 
unfounded. The argument for the prosecution was briefly 
as follows. All banyans are usurers : Nubkissen was a 
banyan : therefore. Nubkissen was a usurer. No usurer 
would lend money without a bond and without interest : 
Nubkissen was a usurer : therefore Nubkissen would* not 
lend money without interest. Therefore the money ho gave 
was a bribe. The conclusions are all logically drawn, but 
every one of the promises is wrong in tact. -'e. banyans 
were not usurers, and Nubkissen was not “a banyan, but 
the Political Banyan. Banyans were Head Assistants, Head 
Clerks, Private Sec t >ries, or “ Head Baboos ” of (Governors 
or other highly placed Englishmen. A man was never a ' 
banyan out of relation to others, and by himself. One could 
be a banyan only of somebody else. in a hitor time men 
carrying on particular trading or mercantile operations wore 
csdled banyans, but the banyans of Nubkisson’s time were 
only personal Assistants of this or that Suhib . They may 
have lent money, but their business was not money-lending. 
And Nubkissen wsw never a banyan of any Suhilt. He was 
the Company’s Political Banyan. His functions were pub¬ 
lic and political, not private and personal. The Political 
Banyan no more resembled the ordinary personal banyan 
than the Indian “ Civil Service ” resembles the “.Home Civil 
Service#?’ of which two the former means a body of rulers 
and judges, and the latter a body of clerks. But whatever 
banyans might have been or might have done, it is certain 
that Nubkissen was never a professional money-lender. His 
worst enemies have never charged him with possessing 
that character. From all tfcut is_ known of his public 
life, or even of his private life, usury would seem to be 
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incompatible with his character. A man of imperial ambi¬ 
tion qnd statesmanlike gifts, who lived in princely style, 
made princely donations and patronised learning and the 
arts, who was religions .and reverential to the core of his 
heart, would not bo likely to deal in bonds, in interest, in 
penalties and forfeitures. The usurer is made of far other 
stuff. The lion does not crawl on the earth or burrow 
under ground ; the eagle does not hop from grass to 
grass. 

..-^"kis loan of three lakhs of rupees does not degrade 
Hastings, but it exalts Nubkisson. It shows the generosity 
of which a Hindu is capable. Probably Burke’s astonish¬ 
ment would have been less if he had known that by the 
tenets of at least one oriental religion, that of Islam, tl\p 
taking of interest is prohibited. Nubkissen did what was 
specially befitting in a Hindu of his wealth and position. 
Burke could not understand wh^ u Gtontoo should care to 
found q Mahomedan college. Here was, however, a Grcntoo 
of a very extraordinary typo. How was Burke to explain 
his gift of land for the erection of a Christian Church ? 
Catholicity like Nubkissen s is rare, and it is no wonder that 
it elicited warm praise from the Christian community at the 
time. The following records 1 arc a proof :_ 

A.' 

The 8th Ja.mnx.rt/ 1780. 

To the Printer ok tiie Calcutta Gaxelle. 

Sir, — As tlie following conveys an instance of liberality and public 
spirit in a native of tliis country, which in XCurope would have done 
honour to His Orace of Worthumberlaiid, X beg your public insertion 
of it as a tribute to truth and justice, and for the right information 
of the settlement. 

1 am. Sir, 

Your constant reader and a subscriber, 
(Signed) W. W. 

1 (Selections from the t'.itc ut t.t (rtt,zettcx of the year, 1789 to 1797, &cc,> See,, 
&c, t by W. S. Set on Kan, O. 8., Vol. 11, page 198). 
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bettor of thanks from the gentlemen of the Cliurcl® Committee to 

Maharaja Nobkissou Bahadur of Calcutta. 

Sin, 

The Committee of gentlemen ai^pointed l>y the Subscribers, for 
erecting a church to carry into effect the purposes of their aubaoription, 
have received from the tlon’ble the tfovernor-tSeneral and Council 
a copy of your durkhast, in which you give and make over to the Ilon’ble 
Warren Hastings, Ksquire, flovernor-Oencml, in order that a church 
may be erected thereon, six beegahs and ten biawns of*lnnd purchased 
by you for your own use in Calcutta.. 

Tfiis gift is a most liberal instance of your generosflty, un<^ has 
alforded to the Kngliah settlement in general a great and moat season¬ 
able aid towards giving effect, to their wishes for building a place of 
public worship, and l am desired. Sir, to render you the inks of the 
Committee for it. 

• I am also to acquaint you that the ilon’ble the ( {overnor-Oeneral 
and Council entertain the same sense of your liberality, and have, parti¬ 
cularly marked it in a •••ttcr which they have lately written to the 
Hou’ble the Court of \ m ectors. * 

I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 
(Signed) Uv tub Skcrbt.viit to this Committkk. 

Nubkissen had more reason to # bo in sympathy with tlTo , 
intellectual and spiritual advance.mont of the Mahomedans 
than with that of (Christians. There was no necessity in 
those days for founding a college for Europeans in Italia. 
The Mahomedans w^rc backward in education and would he 
benefited by a college. Nubkissen was intimate with the 
highest Mahomedans in the land, was familiar with their 
court life, was ifi touch with their society, anc|, above all, 
was learned in their court language, .Persian, Nothing so 
much develops sympathy with a people as knowledge of 
their language. The European scholar who is learned in 
Sanskrit or Arabic has never been-known to have hail any 
hut the most kindly feelings towands the people whose classics 
they are. And Nubkissen as a Persian scholar might be 
presumed to he naturally appreciative of Mahoiuedan learning. 
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The most wonderful part of the bribe-theory is, that 
shortly after his advance of the throe lakhs Nubkissen was 
appointed Sezawul’ of Bnrdwan. The story of that appoint¬ 
ment has already been told.' The appointment was no jobbery. 
Tt had become necessary in the interests of the state. There 
was difficulty in collecting the revenues ; arrears had accu¬ 
mulated, and Nubkissen was universally believed to bo the 
fittest person for the office. His success justified the choice. 
It was an irksome and embarrassing task that he had to per¬ 
form, but he did it to the complete satisfaction of the autho¬ 
rities, and he ultimately resigned the office of his own free 
will. Brobably Burke’s only authority for the charge of 
oppression and exaction by Nubkissen as Sexawul was a 
statement by Mr. Be ter Moore at the trial. That gentleman 
said : “ His conduct is said to be very irregular, and his exac¬ 
tions very groat, and it clearly appears so, from his pay¬ 
ments being so much greater in amount the second year than 
they were in the first.” There could not bo evidence more 
flimsy than this. The first portion of it is only hearsay, and 
the rest is only a presumption arising from increased pay¬ 
ment. Collections, however, may be made without exaction, 
and the only case that came to court of alleged oppression, 
completely broke down from want of evidence. Nubkissen 
had been legally armed with some powers of a coercive 
character for the realisation of dues, and ho never appears 
to have exceeded those powers. The accounts that ho sub¬ 
mitted have never had their voracity questioned, and there 
never was r.ny circufnstanee that could even raise a pre¬ 
sumption that he had made any illicit gains by bis seza- 
wulship. Burke flung charges broadcast of which he 
could give no proof. No one will question or under-value 
his sense of justice, his lbvo of liberty, or his sympathy with 
the Indian people. It is precisely those very feelings whieh 
made him so earnest in his impeachment of Hastings, and 
as Hastings was in his eyes a great criminal, he suspected 
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every hotly who had tlono a service to t li:*f “‘(’aptain- 
(Jeneral of Iniquity," or received a service froiy him. 
Nubkissen was tainted by an unholy assignation. 

Nubkissen hatl six wives—-llejamoni, Hhowani, Ivunja- 
nee, Shankari, Snkee and liilasi. They eoultl reatl and 

write Hengalee,-a rare accomplishment of Hindu ladies in 

those days. Polygamy is an institution so repugnant to the 
Western mind, indeed so hateful to the Western taste, in 
itself it is an institution so little defensible, that a word in 
explanation of Nubkissetfs multiplicity of wivf'S will ,not, 
probably bo wastei^. The Hindu marriage is not a contract, 
but a sacrament ; am 1 the tie is indissoluble. Divorce or 
judicial separation is unknown. If therefore becomes 

neee-isary, on any ground, for a man to take a. second wife, 
while the first is alive, he has to take her in addition to the first.. 
One of the "rounds <>n which it may become necessary to 
take a second wife t lie absence of a male child by the first. 4 
According to tins in junctions of religion, the normal period of 
a Hindu’s lift* is divided into several stages or as thoy 

are called. One of these is that of married life and liouskeep- 
ing. It is yrihasl/iti trsritmit. The last is the stiige of retire¬ 
ment and religious meditation. The real, that is, tile 
religious purpose of marriage is the birth of sons. It 
is the' son that confers spiritual benefit on the manes* of 
the deceased parent^ It is the son that performs the 
fircultlha and offers jtindu to the departed soul. The son 
is the spiritual saviour of the parents, and torments arc 
reserved in the irext world Tor the soilless. < »ne json at least 
is wanted for spiritual functicThs, and marriage is necessary 
for {getting a son. All the Hindu’s duties in life arc re¬ 
gulated by religion, anil a man’s duty to marry arises from 
the necessity of having a son. If tho already married wife 
or wives are barren or bear only.females, a fresh marriage 
is held, onr eligious grounds, to be justifiable. Nubkissen 
treated all his wives well and gave fhem liberal allowances, 
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but up to a father advanced ago ho had not tho good fortune 

-for such tho Hindu deems it-to be blest with a son. His 

last marriage, that with Srimati Bilasi Dasseo, took place in 
1775. Up to that year he had only a female child born 
(in 1772) unto Ranee Heramoni Dassee. It is true he 
had adopted a soil, Gopi Mohan Deb, in 1768. That at any 
rate was stated by some witnesses before tho Supreme Court 
of Calcutta ip the suit of Gopi Mohun Dob m. Raja Raj- 
krishna Deb Bahadur. But ho had not at tho date of his last 
marriage a son sprung from his loins. After that marriage 
ho had two more daughters by two Ranees, and in August 
1781 he had the supreme satisfaction of having a son born 
to him-Raja Rajkissen. 

Nubkissen had a piece of ground at Ghyretty, near 
Chandernagore, which, though small, deserves notice for the 
manner in which it had come into his possession. Xt was 
contiguous to the house and gardens of Nabob Cossim Ally 
Khan, who had made a grant of it to Sir Eyre Cooto, who 
commanded tho Army in Bengal in 1762. That General 
disposed it off to Nubkissen, who had for a time some 
difficulty in obtaining quiet possession of the property. 

Nubkissen’s social leadership has been already referred 
to. It may be noted as a matter of detail that the Kayastha 
cofuinuity of Calcutta had at first two divisions (*f®T), one led 
by Madan Datt and the other by Nubkissen. The division 
led by Nubkissen seems to have been formerly led by 
Kristo Churn TVXitter. It rapidly grew in numbers and 
influence under him. 

I 

In Calcutta Nubkissen had more than once to change 
his residence as he advanced in life, as his family’ (in the 
Hindu sense of tho word) expanded, and as his circum¬ 
stances improved. Calcutta consisted originally of three 
villages—Sutanati, Kalikata and Govindpur. The chief 
of these was known as Sutanati Hat, literally “ Cotton 
Thread Mart.” It gvew rip on the eastern bank of 



the river for the sale of country-made yarns and cloths.* 
■‘Soblmbazar was then a jungle, though when NoboJj,issen, 

<’live’s Munshi. settled there after the 4>at.tle of Plassey, 
it rose rapidly in buildings aiyl population. Mention 
is made of it in 1780 as frequented by sailors and of a great 
fire having occurred there when .Jack was very active in 
rescuing the natives' property from the flames.” 2 It was 
Nubkissen that made Sobliabazar. A word •may be said 
about the name Soblmbazar. There have been learned 
discussions about its origin. It has been said by sqine 
that it means littyally a bazar of beauty and is derived 
from the Bengalee words ft and By others it has 

been traced to the words sysl ami and ha- -on taken 

to mean the locality where the great gathering or *T»1 on the 
occasion of the r<ul<lIta of Nubkissen’s mother was held. 
It is easy to see lrom several records that have been quoted 
that both these* «■■ \ mologios are wrong, that the name was 
originally written as Souhah Ilazar which explains itself. 
(Shunt Ilazar appears to have been < ‘harles's Ilazar. Sonic 
of the loealiti«*s known as "bazars” appear to have been 
called by the names of particular lOnglishinen. “ The holism 
generally known by the name of Sankar (rhosh’s is the paitrir 
or family inheritance which on the death ot their mother de- 
volved on the three brothers, t he said llaja Navakrishfia, 
Ham Sounder and tnik ( 'bunder ; and that people do 
generally call the house fJiuree and /’* it rat an Rarer. 
That the w«"tcrn wing or range of apartments of that house 
wasd'ormerly occupied by MiTharaja Nuvukisscn before he had 
built and removed to another house on the Seat’s ground 
called Hurra fian-e."' " The families of Hamsoonder Ilewarta, 

* See Jlixtor•/ ttf Itr it itth Imiia by Sir \V. W. Iluritor, I, pa^o 225. 

~ intn Sor iat At'/> in On/ruttrt. a rout u r y a (ft*. I iy the Itcv, .J . 

I-on <r f page 8 . • 

1 deposition of Kiuihain* •him OIiom; in flo/ti ntt*hn n Ot b vs. Raja, Tla,}~ 
k r'nth na Ut h Itahtnlur . . 
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Manick Chafedra Bewarta and Raja Nubkissen all dined“or 
messed together until the year 1180 (B.S.) when in conse¬ 
quence of the increase of members in each family they 
found it inconvenient to ^continue this practice any longer 
and accordingly agreed to dine separately, each in his own 
apartments. That Raja Nubkissen also lived in apartments 
allotted to him in the paitric, or family house which he had 
enlarged by purchasing ground adjoining to it and erecting 
other buildings and joining them to his side of the apart¬ 
ments in ' the paitric house. 1 ” “The house in ’which 
Ramsoonder Bewarta and his family Jived was built by 
Raja Nubkissen ; but the ground on which it was built was 
purchased by the mother of Nubkissen. 2 ” Nubkissen began 
to build a Thakoorbaree, but death prevented him from 
completing it. After his death Raja Raj Kissen pulled down 
some parts of the structure and rebuilt it on a different plan. 
It was intended to be dedicated to the service of Gopinathji 
and G-ovindji. It w&sNihe wish of Maharaja Nubkissen that 
the sum of Rs. 50,000 should be spent on the building. 
In 1789 the Maharaja with his wife Sukee Das so and his son 
'Rajkissen retired from the old family house to the new house, 
taking with him the greatest part of his moveable property. 
The other members of his family and the remaining wives 
o^’ the Maharaja remained with Gopimohun Deb in the 
old family house. Nubkissen made his^last will on the 1.3th 
'May 1791 and died on the 22nd November 1797, corres¬ 
ponding with the 10th-of Agrahayan, 1204 (B.S.) 

A brief reference to sortie of the • most conspicuous 
men. that lived in or about th# time of Nubkissen will not be 
out of place. Maharaja Doorlub Roy enjoyed the highest 
distinction and power at the Court of Seraj-ud-Dowlah before 
Lord Clive had set foot in Bengal. lie was the first lord 
of the Treasury and maintained no inconsiderable army 


1 Deposition of Krteto Mohan Deb. 
* Deposition of Mohan" Dali Bose, 
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of his own to support his dignity and to sliiel(f himscli from 
danger. Ho commanded tho troops which were sont^to the 
encampment at Plassoy though he does aot appear to have 
been engaged in that battle. Under Meei; Jaffer, he still 
continued to preside over the exchequer ; and so great was 
his wealth, that the Nabob and his execrable son, Meeran, 
employed every engine of Government for more than a twelve¬ 
month to pillage and destroy him ; and this they would have 
inevitably effected but for the active interference of Olive. 1 

Maharaja Shetab Hoy was one of the Ministers at^ the 
Court of Moorsliedabad, where ho appears to have held a 
command in the army. He was the only Hindoo of Bengal 
who in that stirring period exhibited tho fainte 1 -' spark of 
military courage. We find him commanding a body of 
native troops in tho battle which Knox fought under the 
walls of Patna in 17.V.» ; and tho English commander bore 
the most honorable testimony to his boldness and skill. 
The author of the Seer Mutakhereon, who witnessed the 
battle from tho walls of the city, says : “ Knox came in the 
evening, with Shetab Hoy in his company. They were both 
covered with dust—and sweat. The Captain passed tl*e 
greatest encomiums on Shetab ftoy’s zeal, activity and 
valour. Ho exclaimed several times, 4 This is a real Nabob. 
1 never saw such a Nabob in all my life.’ ” After the actfui- 
sition of the Dewam^ by the English, he was associated with 
Mahomed Resta Khan in the management of the finances. 2 

The Setts of Moorshedabad are too well known to 
need any detailed notice. They were - the imperial bankers 
for the three provinces ;—se&md in importance only to the 
Soobadar himself. No political event transpired during 
the fifty years preceding the downfall of the Mahomedans 
in which they did not bear a prominent share. It was of 
them that Burke said in the House of Commons that their 
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Nubkissen's onreer, as has been shewn, was unique. 
“ Navakrishna was a representative man. , , In hiji*self he 
holds up to us the mirror of his age. * Be lived in one 
of the most important and critical periods of our history—to 
some extent he acted that history. - He was one-of the lead¬ 
ers of our revolution, a revolution little less 'glorious and 
momentous in its results than the English Revolution of 
1088, and his never-failing fidelity to “the English, shows 
that he waS immeasureably above his: age in political saga¬ 
city ami perhaps too that he was. warmed by -a degree of 
patriotism. Tint he possesses a greater historical interest. 
With him passed away the generation of natives wlio hold 
the highest posts under the English in India ami exercised 
power and influence little inferior to the Governor-Gencrnl.” 1 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Ni'bkissbn and tub English (,’onqukst. 

Scabckly any nation in the world has followed, as closely 
or as consistently as the English, the principles which were 
laid down by a great English philosopher and man of the 
world, in regard to the use that rulers have to make of their 
counsellors and the degree of public recognition that is to be 
given to them. Bacon wrote :—“The ancient times do* set 
forth in figure botfi the incorporation and inseparable con¬ 
junction of Counsel with Kings, and tlio wise and polit.o use 
of Counsel by Kings : the one, in that they say .Jupiter did 
rftarry Metis, which signitietli Counsel ; whereby they intend 
that sovereignty is married to Counsel ; the other, in that 
which followetli, which wa^ thus : they say, after Jupiter 
was married to Metis, she febnceivedB^i^jfcfeiiifS. and was with 
child ; but .Jupiter suffered not to stay ti» ihef«>rth, 
but ate her up : whereby he became himself with and 

was delivered of Pallas armed, out of his head. WhicJ> 
monstrous fable containeth a seerdt of empire, how Kings 
are to make use of their council of state ; that first, they 
ought 4o refer matters unto them (which is the first begetting 
or impregnation) ; l^it when they arc elaborate, moulded, 
and shaped in the A^omb of their Council, and grow ripe 
and ready to be brought forth, that then they suffer not fitdr 
Cotmeil to go through with the resolution and direction* asif it 
depended on them, but take 4lio matter back infi> their '$&&'- 
hands, arfd make it appear to the world that the decrees and 
final directions (which, because they come forth with prudence 
and power are resembled to Pallas ^armed) proceeded from 
themselves, anti not only from their authority, but*(the more 
to add reputation to themselves) from their head and device,” 

In this respect Englishmen have«been Baconians before 
Bacon. They have always known how to. refer matters unto 
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counsellors, and, when they have been “ elaborate, moulded 

and shaped,” to take the matter back into their own hands 
and make it appear to the world that the decrees and final 
directions proceeded fron> themselves, “ and not only from 
their- authority but from their head and device.” And 
whether formally initiated in these principles or not, they have 
invariably acted according to them by a sort of instinct in 
administering the affairs of this country. They have observed 
those principles most systematically in dealing with native 
Counsellors. The native of India is indispensable to the ruler. 
Often he is his best adviser, his only informant Me not only 
carries his master’s messages or obeys his orders, but warns 
him, instructs him, fights his battles, saves his life or honour, 
and even governs for him. 13ut the native, whatever lifs 
services, receives as little recognition in any history of India as 
the American in a history of English literature. The country 
is studded with memorials of Englishmen who in civil or mili¬ 
tary life have in any way aided in the establishment or main¬ 
tenance of British rule, but material monuments or historical 
notices of native helpers of the English cause are hard to find. 
.Need we wonder at the omission of native names from works 
by Englishmen, when there is scarcely a history of India 
or |yen a biography of Clive or Hastings that mentions even 
Maharaja Nubkissen who was the friend, philosopher and guide 
of the hero of Blassey, and to whom the English are indebted 
for services which can scarcely be repaid ? The English habit 
is never to recognise the individuality of the native, but always 
to merge him in some Englishman or other. The Englishman 
by virtue of his position in India is always -the superior 
officer. Some subordinate may not only be his right hand 
but his brain, but authority takes precedence of ability, the 
subordinate is sunk in the superior, and though a resolution 
in a gazette may bestow compliments on a few fortunate 
natives, the-writers of the more elaborate official documents 
or books of history do not seem to think it worth their while 
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to disfigure their pages l>y native names. tf.ie hi story of 
India, sis written hy Englishmen—and no others #are to 
write it—is a history of English soldiers iWid English rulers. 
Which history of India during tlie^lutinies mentions Hnrri.sh 
tjhunder Moolcerjea, and yet who could he more fitly cnlled 
the right hand of Eord Canning at the time ? 

“The most wonderful things,” says Burke, “are brought 
about in many instances by means the inoit absurd and 
ridiculous ; in the most ridiculous modes : and, apparently, 
by tlie most contemptible instruments.” Again :*“It is pften 
impossible, in these political emjniries, to find any proportion 
between the apparent force of any moral causes wo may 

assign, ami their known operation.A commoi. loldicr, a 

qliild, a girl at the door of an inn, have changed the face of 
fortune, and almost of Nature.” Nubkissen rendered services 
to the founders of the English Empire in the East which 
certainly make him out to bo an “ instrument.” Ho was no' 
“contemptible instrument ” however, for his services were 
not merely 6f the mechanical, accidental sort. They wore 
not confined to any special, single occasion. They are not 
to be compared to the guarding of jv gate or the defence oPn 
bridge. They were systematic, long-continued and deliberate, 
giving evidence of various intellectual and moral qualities. 
H-* was an instrument in the same sense in which <!liv«*was 
himself an instrument. Both were founders of the empire, 
the one by his sword, the other hy his diplomacy. As has 
been observed in a previous chapter, the inspiration of empire 
came into the solVJier’s mind from the diplomat.. Both were 
alike instruments, for neithei^was, by his birth, education or 
surroundings, drawn in any necessary way to imperial tactics. 
Neither had received any training for his work, yet each 
was fittest, among the men of the time, for the .purpose he 
accomplished. . 

The English acquisition of India is one of the most 
marvellous facts of history. The efreuinstances that led to 
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the establishment of tho English power and the oliurnetcr of 

Hie revolution that was accomplished, have been described 
with remarkable ‘accuracy and soundness ot' judgment by 
Profesor Seeley. “ Our ^acquisition of India,” writes the 
learned historian, “ was made blindly. Nothing great that 
has over been done bv Englishmen was done so unintention¬ 
ally, so accidentally as the conquest of India. There has 
indeed been little enough of calculation or contrivance in our 
colonisation. When our first, settlers went out to Virginia and 
Nn\j( England, if was not intended to lay the foundations of 
a mighty republican state. Hut here tint event has differed 
from the design only in degree. We did intend to establish 
a now community, and we even knew it would be republican 
in its tendency ; what was hidden from us was only itjS 
immense magnitude. Hut in India we meant one thing, and 
did quite another. < )ur object was trade, and in this we 
were not particularly successful.* War with the native states 
we did not think of at all till a hundred years after our first, 
settlement, and then we thought, only of such War as might 
support our trade ; after this time again more than half a 
ctntury passed before wg thought of any considerable terri¬ 
torial acquisitions ; the nineteenth century had almost begun 
before the policy of acquiring an ascendency over the native 
statics was entered upon ; and our present supreme position 
cannot be said to have been attained /before the Governor- 
GSencralship of 1 jor<l Dalliousie, little more than a quarter of 
a century ago. All along we have been looking one way and 
moving another. ” ' * , 

What was the condition o/ the country at tho time the 
English came into power ? Eot the historian answer : -- 
“ When we began to take possession of the country, it was 
already in p state of wild anarchy, such as Europe perhaps 
has never known. What government it had was pretty 
invariably despotic, and was generally‘in the hands of military 
adventurers, depending’ on a soldiery composed of bandits 
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<\-lio.-e whole vocation was |>1 1111 »1«The M*lnviilii Power 
i-overeil the greater part of India ami I h rea i cued ^it once 
Delhi ami I’aleutta, while it hail il< head-quarter- at Poonah. 
anil yet this power was hut an organisation of pillage. Mean¬ 
while in the North Nadir Shah rivalled Attila or Tamerlane 
in hi- deva-tat ing expeditions. It may he said 11 1 i — was only 
a passing anarchy prod need hv the dissolution of the Mojittl 
Umpire. Kven so. it would show that India i^ not a country 
which can endure the withdrawal of (iovernment. Hut 
have we not a -oinewhat r\:i ggcrat eil idea oi» the iWofjul 
Kinpire '' Its greafne-s was extremely short-lived, and in 
the 1 ieeean it seem- never really to have established itself. 
The anarchy which Clive and Hastings four. in India 
wa- not so exceptional a state of things a- it ini oh t seem. 
l*rohahly it was nun'll more intense at that. moment than ever 
before, hut a condition ol anarchy seems almost to have 
been chronic in India since Mahmoud, and to have been but* 
-uspended for a while in the Northern half by Akber ami 
Shah Johan* ” 

India, Professor Seeley goes on to say, was never con¬ 
quered hy the Knglish. The word “‘conquest ” refers to some 
action done to one state by another. There is war between 
t.wo states ; the army of the one state invades the other and 
overturns the government of it, or, at least, fore.es the gt^ern- 
mont to such humiliating terms, that it is practically deprived 
of its independence. Nothing of this sort happened between 
England anti India. India had no nationality, the people 
had no national “feeling, anH Indian powers wore overthrown 
by the aid of the Indians ftiemselves. “ Now this is not a 
foreign conquest, but rather an internal revolution. In any 
country when government breaks down and anarchy sets in, 
the general law is that a struggle fqllows between such orga¬ 
nised powers as remain in the yountrv, and that the most 
powerful of these sets*up a government. In Franco, for in- • 
stance, after the Call of the House ol*Bourbon in 1792 a new 
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govcrninnnt wlis sot n|» eliicfly through the influence of the 
Muiiieijjality of I*uris ; this Government. liax iii"' fallen into 
discredit a few year*.later was superseded by a military Govern¬ 
ment wielded by lionapartt^. Novv India about 17.70 was in a 
condition of ivnarchj' caused by a decay in the Mogul Empire 
which had begun at the death of Aurungzebe in 1707. The 
imperial authority^ having everywhere lost its force over so 
vast a territory, the general law began to operate. Every¬ 
where the minor organised powers began to make themselves 
supreme. These powers, after the fashion of India, were 
most commonly mercenary bands of soldiers, commanded 
either by some provincial governor of the falling empire, or 
by some adventurer who seized an opportunity of rising 
to the command of them, or, lastly, by some local power 
which had existed before tho establishment of the Mogul 
supremacy and had never completely yielded to it. To give 
■an example of each kind of povirr, the state of Hyderabad 
was founded by the satrap of the great Mogul called the 
Nizam, the state of Mysore was founded by the Mussulman 
adventurer Hyder Ali, who rose from the ranks by mere 
mHitary ability, tho great Maliratta confederacy of chief¬ 
tains headed by the Peisliwa, a Brahminical not a Mussulman 
Power, represented tho older India of the time before the 
Mogfil. But all theses powers alike subsisted by means of 
mercenary armies, they lived in a state r V»f chronic war and 
mutual plunder such as, X suppose, has hardly been witnessed 
in Europe except perhaps in the dissolution of the Oarlo- 
vingian Empire.” ■ ‘ «. 

Macaulay, who belongs to sf very different school, comes 
to the same conclusion as Professor Seeley in regard to the 
political situation in India at the time that Nubkissen lived 
anil worked. Ho- writes,: “ The history of the successors of 
Theodosius bears no small analogy to that of the successors 
of Aurungzebe. But perhaps the fall of the Oarlovingians 
furnishes the nearest parallel to the fall of the Moguls. 
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A succession of nominal sovcrci{ins. sunk in* indolence anti 
debaueherv. suuntcrcil away life- in sccluilctl | aliic^s, diew- 
jn«r hang, fondling conculiincs, an«l listening to buffoons. A 
succession of ferocious invailcv tlcscciulcd through the 
Western pusses to prey on tin* defenceless woultli of Hindos- 
tan... Wherever tin* Viceroys of the Mogul retained authority 
they became sovereigns. They might still acknowledge in 
words the superiority of the house of Tamerlane ; as a Count 
of Flanders or a Duke of Burgundy might have acknow¬ 
ledged the superiority of the most, helpless driYoller synong 
the later Carloviwginns. They might occasionally send to 
their titular sovereign a complimentary present, or solicit 
from him a title of honour. In truth, howev.-. they were 
.no longer Ideutenants removable at pleasure, hut, independent 
lieretlitnry princes. In this way originated those great Mus¬ 
sulman houses which formerly ruled Bengal and the Carnatic, 
and those which still, though in a state of vassalage, exereis# 
sonic of the powers of royalty at Lucknow and Hyderabad. 
In what wiiS this confusion to end ? \\ as the strife to con¬ 
tinue during centuries ? Was it to terminate in the rise of 
another great monarchy? Was the.M ussiilinun or the Mali raft a 
to he tin* Lord of India ? Was another Baber to ilescend from 
tlie mountains and to lead the hardy tribes of ('a I ill 1 and 
< 'horasan against a wealthier and less warlike race? None of 
these events sectnei^iniprobable.*' 

What learned historians have been able to observe after 
a long and careful observation Nubkissen saw at once with 
tin* shrewd eye* of a practical statesman. Ujs attachment 
to the .Knglish was formed, ns has been seen, not after 
the Company had acquired power and importance, hut in 
the days of their helplessness and depression. Persecuted, 
expelled from the town, ami driven take secret refuge 

on the banks of the river at Fulta, they received information, 
provisions and other* assistance from none hut Nubkissen. 
At unspeakable risk to himself he* came to their aid. As 
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his relations with the Company hecame more intimate anil 
his insight into English character deeper, the sentimental 
attachment ripene<\< into a genuine esteem. Tie came to be 
convinced of the strength, the talents, the righteousness 
ot the small band of loreijincrs. When false charges were 
brought against him they were inquired into with scrupulous 
care and pronounced to be false. When by an error of the 
authorities, rights to certain lands wore conferred on him 
which legally belonged to another, and a complaint was made 
by that porsOn, the grant was revoked after a due inquiry and 
compensation made. In spite of their feelings of kindness 
towards him and their appreciation of his services, they 
administered strict justice between him and a stranger. The 
recorded examples of English firmness, courage and justice are 
as nothing compared to the many experiences which Nubkissen 
must have had in his daily relations with them. The edifice 
“of 1VT alio me dan supremacy was crumbling and it was hopeless 
to buttress it up. It was suffering not from the violence of 
a sudden shock, but from the dry rot which nothing could 
cure, and the inevitable consequences of which were decay 
and ruin. The soul had departed from the rule with the 

justice of Akber. Righteousness exalteth a nation. It 
alone sanctifies a rule. Aurungzebe substituted force for 
justice, and though the strength of his military arm kept 
up a good show as long as he livei^, the handwriting 
on the wall had already manifested itself. The tottering- 
frame lingered on through a few more reigns, but its 
doom had been sealed by the policy of reaction which had 
commenced. The Hindu power was extinct beyond the hope 
of a revival. The scattered force's were not strong enough, 
and they wanted coherence and a leader. There were no 
materials in the country out of which a new order could be 
evoked. The deliverance was provided from a foreign source. 

Nubkissen, so far as he helped the consummation, did 
so out of the same necessity which compelled Englishmen to 
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invite William ed' Orange to oe*eupy tin* ifirom 1 ronele»reel 
vacant l>v the c<>n<( rue*t i vo iihelication of .lames JLl. An 
inelope*nele*nt. patriotic. liotiKpeeneous nalf>n like the Khiglish 
Intel in the eirennetutuvs of th:i^ epoch no alternative but 
to look to a foreion -source for relief front the threatening 
anarc.liv. The* m-ressii v was cleiin-r in Imlia in tin* eireum- 
stiinces of the time*- in which X iihkiss.-n lived. 

The hand of Providence is no mere ntefa mr. The more 
clo-ely we look into the live*s of individuals and nations and 
into the wav in which epoch-ntakine events oceu(, the 
more are w<- liable to he* eonvincs-d flltit. a force* not. eutrselvos 
rules the* alVairs of men. It i- not a blind force*, hut a Will. 
Audit is a Will that is not Capricious, hut that ope i. .'sthrouffll. 
.if it is ne>t ide-nti(ie»el with, a haw which is the* ve*ry stanelard 
and type of lii*;h( emienese. There have* heen some* times 
Italpahle* inani fe*stu f ions of the* Will. What was that fairy- 
like female* figu.. that At i m nlat ce 1 te> he*re>ie* exertion the* 
‘ire*e*k se*anie»n whose* arms were faltering at the* e*omme»nee- 
ment, of tlifl battle of Salamis ? It .-coins <*asy fen- a certain 
e-lass of thinkers to elispose of, e>n " /n-inri ^rontiels, tell suejh 
ine*iele-nts or re-ports ns iictiem. If |^i-e>pe*rlv examined they <*in- 
ne»t he- lightly elismisse-d : tend their ntnnhe-r is not insignificant • 
Wlnet tlie-en-v of natural ctiusjet ion e*r m-e-essnrv hew will e-xplain 
the visions that -loan of Arc stew, the capacitie*s she sueTelenly 
ilCfplireel, the* results slm achieved ? I £e>\v eliel the simple 
village girl come 1 e> he a comminiler of !irttiie»s anel the 
winnerof battles against veite-rnns ? It is worthy of note 
tltsit several of* the* most remark able** men of .history, men 
whom, the world is contend, to e*reelit with e*xtraorelinary 
merits us the. re*al ctiuse* e>f their nrhieiveannnts, fe*lt 

themselves to he* nothing more than the instruinemr.s of a 
Divine Purpos*. The English e*.e»nuny.nelers who put the 
Spanish Armada to flight. ele*s<*rw* cre*elit no doubt, for their 
courage anel strategy, hut several of them were conscious of 
the help they received from the elements, and the Sovereigns 



. 220 


Nxttikisskn and the English Conquest. 

ooncornod saw and felt deeper. Philip II. said that he hacf 
never counted on being called upon to fight God and man, 
and Cjuooit lOlizubtfch, neither imheeile in intellect, nor un¬ 
willing to claim credit fo» her officers, expressed her con¬ 
viction in the memorable words of her medal. 

Of Cromwell’s faith the evidence is overwhelming. In 
his despatch addressed to the speaker of the House of Com¬ 
mons after the'’ battle of Naseby he writes :- “ This is none 

other but the hand of God, and to Him alone belongs the 
glory„ wherein none are to share with him.” Again : “ Thus 
I have given you a true, hut not a full account of this great 
r business ; wherein he that runs may read, that all this is 
none other than the work of Cod. Ho must be a very 
Atheist who does not acknowledge it.” “ Sir,” he wrote on the. 
battle field of Preston, “ this is nothing but the hand of God.” 
Writing to Colonel Hammond in November lt>48 he notices 

*nis own victories in the followirfg terms :- “ We have not 

been without our share of beholding some remarkable provi¬ 
dences and appearances of the Lord.” “ My dear friend,” he 
gpes on, “ let us look into providences ; surely they mean 
somewhat. They hang so together ; have been so constant, so 
clear, unclouded. ” lieferring to the 3rd September lt>51 

he says in a despatch :-‘‘This day twelvemonth was glorious 

at Dunbar, this day hath been glorious at Worcester. The 
word then was ‘ / he /jo r<l of Hosts ’ and so it was now ; and 
indeed the Lord of Hosts was wonderfully with us.” Are 
assertions like these to be taken in a conventional sense, as 
the expression of a rrfere ceremonial humility ? Most em¬ 
phatically no. They represent his deepest convictions.,. They 
were the result of his inspirations and experiences. His 
contemporary, Milton, whose lot was cast in another sphere 
of life, felt like him that he was working ever under the Task¬ 
master’s eye, and was conscious, from an-early period, of his 
° being destined to leave some work that posterity would not 
willingly let die. Napoleon’s faith in the occult arts or, rather. 
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in the occult forces of nature has become proverbial. He said on 
a certain occasion, “ My presentiments have never Received 
me.” Presentiments are inspirations alld not the results 
of experience. But experience tws often tended to confirm 
antecedent faith. The circumstances under which William III. 
landed in England convinced him that Providence had directed 
his movements for the deliverance ot the English people. 

As God is the one Cause cf the universe. His is the one 
Purpose which rules in life. The Divine Will does not destroy 
human freedom, hut directs it. Somo ot the greatest ^jf men 
have felt this guidance anil have regarded themselves ns 
favoured and glorified by it. When three successive at- • 
tempts to commit suicide failed, *-live is said to ve observed 
.that he must bo reserved for something great. lie may have 
had no direct inspiration, but in nearly every military opera¬ 
tion in which he was engaged he was helped by “ accidents. ” 
The so-called accidents phty a great part in life, but what th£ 
vulgar judgment regards as an accident is often only a 
special dispensation of Providence. The world is not ruled 
by accidents, nor by physical force, nor by law if it. meaps 
mechanical necessity or arbitrary sequence. “ Through*the 
ages an increasing purpose runs. And if at times false¬ 
hood seems to triumph over truth, or right to give way to 
might, the fact is to be regarded in no other light than the 
sufferings, in private life, of a righteous man or the pros¬ 
perity of a rogue. Unseen conditions are at work which 
interfere with a proper reading of the facts, and it has 
tA bo remembered that for the settlement of acqpunts there is 
all etq'nitv at the disposal ot the Most High. “The Moral 
I .aw is written on the tablets of eternity.” In accordance 
with that law great men (or women) arise for the deliver¬ 
ance—political, intellectual or religions—of mankind or a 
section of it. These persons, whether political rulers or not, are 
possessed of a true Divine Iljght. They are instruments of* 
the Divine Will. Their ability gives them only fitness as 
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instruments. 5'he circumstances which conduce to the success 
of their emission are moulded by an unseen hand. And there 
is a Divinity that shapes their ends. 

The English conquest of* India, if conquest it can be called, 
is, more than any other event of equal importance, a Divine 
dispensation. There was a manifest disproportion between 
means and results. The unexpected happened every day during 
the period of transition. The old rt'yime passed away like the 
baseless fabric of a vision. Armies and empires seemed to 
melt into thin air before the very eyes of men. The English 
came into the country as traders ; they ‘fount! themselves 
rulers. CJlive’s triumphs have a magical character abotrt them , 
almost as marked as those of La Pucelle. They read like 
fable. The English did not fight their way to the niusnud, 
but were wafted to it as by a propitious breeze, of which none 
can say whence enmefit or how blew it. 

* Nubkisscn was carried along'the tide ; at the same time 
he was one of the chief forces that contributed to the con¬ 
summation. Posterity has no reason to regret his policy or 
h’s actions ; on the contrary, it should be grateful for his 
services. Experience had shown that not only no indi¬ 
genous power was fitted to restore peace, order and good 
government to the country, but that no western power 
exeep’t the English was equal to the task. It was not superior 
strength so much as superior wisdom and justice which placed 
the country in the hands of the English. Strength would 
have been displayed in conquest, but the English obtained 
their power ;iot so rfiuch by conquest as by cession and 
agreement. English management of possessions was often 
welcomed by powers and peoples. 

The empire which was acquired by wisdom and justice will 
be retained by the same qualities and by them alone. Justice 
even more than wisdom i@ -the strength of a Government, 
'and when it fails, the powers <jf righteousness make it go. 
The heavens themselves ** arm against perjured kings.” There 
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comes a time when the load of iniquity is too heavy to be borne 
and the empire sinks under the weight. 11 is difficult toqpnceivo 
even the possibility ot' Knglisli rulers abandoning justice or 
lowering the standard of it. The^Proclamation made by Her 
late Majestv t)ueon Victoria in November ltC>8, on assuming 
tli«‘ direct sovereignty of India, is a remarkable document tor its 
pronounced and emphatic affirmation ot principles ol justice, 
equal rights. religious toleration, a fair fiehWo intelligence 
and character. That Proclamation cannot fail to bo a perpet¬ 
ual guide to Indian rulers. At any rate*, it will a 1 tv ays riynain 
as an ideal which WJ o\eminent.s, in spite of occasional lapses, 
will generally strive to realise. 

There is no fear of any honest-minded ruler g-.. .tig wrong 
vf he remembers the principles of that charter, anti if in 
earrving out innovations he follows the method which in 
JOngland has prov* *. -<» suceossi ul, the method not ot llcvolu— 

lions but of Kvolunon. Abdut tins worst evil of foreign rule, is* 
its tendency to arrest the natural and spontaneous development 
of a people. * Not all the imported blessings that a conquer¬ 
ing race can offer, can eompensate for the loss of a healthy, 
natural growth. Art never suppliesJ.I 10 want of Idle. JOngland 
cannot bo charged with any conscious attempt to interfere 
with the free development of the intelligence, the character 
and the institutions of the Indian people; on the contrary, 
she deserves their gratitude for her endeavour.* to aid that 
development. Some deterioration may arise, however, in 
consequence of the; inevitable conditions of tile new life. 
At least one such instancy was discovered Ipng ago. A 
remarkable passage occurs in a minute by Philip Prancis 
recorded in the proceedings (Public Department) of the 4th 
November I7 7(i, and said to he “ in consequence of the 
Governor-t-irncrars minute of the-* 28th April .last on the 
subject of the trade to 8?ucz." Tfe runs :- 

“ The consumption of foreign cormnodities by the natives of 
bengal is very inconsiderable. Cotton, the chief article of import, is 
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the material of manufacture for exportation. But the productions of 
Bengal have been in request in almost every part of the world. The 
returns were received in specie. The parsimonious industry of a 
simple unenlightened people imposed a natural tribute on the in¬ 
dolence or luxury of the mbfet powerful and polished nations. In 
these circumstances the growing balance of trade accumulated and the 
country flourished under a despotic Government. 

“ It is material to the present inquiry to observe that there is no 
period of time ?,t which the foreign trade has been conducted by any 
but foreigners ; consequently its continuing to be so is not an assign¬ 
able cause of the decline of the country. The Hindu is attached 
to the soil which gave him birth, by the plan and principle of his 
religion. Nothing but external violence can remove him from it. 
Nature has encouraged him by every prospect of advantage to be a 
husbandman or a manufacturer. It is no more compatible with liis 
interest than with his genius, constitution and habits of life to be 
a mariner, or an adventurer, in the retail of commerce. The foreigner 
must come home to him and purchase at his door. Tn this sense, if 
selling be the essential property of commerce, Bengal was a commercial 
nation of the first order ; other nations were but the agents of her 
fundamental industry and the retailers of her original produce. 
Before the introduction of the British dominion, .these were truths un¬ 
questionable. The wonderful mass of wealth we found here proves 
without argument the actual lenity of the ancient Government and 
the simple unerring wisdom of its institutors. Bengal has changed 
its masters : does this single change, or any consequences attending 
it, imply a necessity of altering the whole political and economical 
system under which it formerly prospered ? The happiness 

of a nation—connected, perhaps, with prejudices and indifferent 
to the Governing Bower—their long-established constitution, is a 
dangerous subject for political experiments. The object wastes under 
the attempt to improve.” .... 

The evil referred to is serious. There are reasons to 
fear that similar other evils may have arisen in spite of the 
intention of the Government and the people to avert them. It 
is not easy, to prevent ,by conscious effort the operation of 
social and economic laws. It is enough if Development—and 
*-• Progress has no better meaning than as the development of 
Order—is steadily kept in view as the end. Education is 
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another name for development, and if England's mission to 
the East is to be described in one word, it is education. The 
education which the country expects at the hands of Govern¬ 
ment is twofold. Tt is, first, an intellectual training, such as 
is given and received in academies of various kinds, literary, 
or technical, and, secondly, it is political and civic education, 
which can be given and received only through political insti¬ 
tutions by the exercise of rights and the discharge of duties. 
Self-Government and Trial by .Jury are institutions which 
have their value in this country, not so much as satisfying 
popular demands as tending to educate the people. 

India has been learning much from her western rulers 
and has still a great deal to learn. She has to acquire the 
treasures of western .-cience ami the methods of science. She 
has to learn the value of order and system, of classification 
and analysis, of critici-m and questioning” She has to acquire 
the scientific spirit. .She has to acquire the western arts of 
political life, the arts of organisation, the western notions of 
individual right, of public duty, of the responsibilities of 
power and wealth, of legal and political equality. She ha\» 
to acquire the western virtues of industry and self-reliance. 
But she has not only to receive, but to give, and there is a 
great deal that she is very well fitted to give. Tlio 0 East 
has always been the spiritual instructor of the West, and her 
occupation is not yet gone. 

The East is the land not of mere asceticism, but of every 
form and variety of spiritual thought. “ Thought ” is probably 
not the correct word. This Vmd c f tlio sun is pre-eminently 
the land of Vision, Revelation, Ecstasy. It is the land of 
seers and saints. In contrasting the European and Asiatic 

temperaments Mr. Meredith Townsend observes :-“The 

truth is the European is essentially secular—that is, intent 
on securing objects he can see ; ’and the Asiatic essentially 
religious—that is, intent on obedience to powers which he 
cannot see, but can imagine.” He is essentially right, but 
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the Asiatic claims that the powers he obeys can not only be 
imagined by him, but are, as he thinks, often seen by him. 
The visions of thb forms in which the Deity is believed to 
have manifested Himself, s*re, very largely at any rate the 
origin of the idolatry which prevails. It is no information 
to the Hindu that God is one, but he believes that this one 
God is not only present in everything but has manifested 
Himself in many forms, and he therefore thinks it fitting to 
worship Him in one or other of'these forms. Hinduism does 
not ljnean idolatry, ritual and polygamy, any more than 
Christianity means courtship, divorce, re-marriage of divorced 
wives, frauds in diplomacy and brutality in war. No religion 
ought to be judged by the behaviour in private or social 
life of its latter-day votaries. The purest metals are coveret 
with dross or rust in course of time ; and actual life seldom 
illustrates ideals. 

* The prospect of the Hind* race is uncertain, even 

eloomy. It will receive no recruits from other religions, 
gut can lose members to them. It will be eitinct by the 
disintegration of its society. Union by marriage with any 
other race will also tend to extinguish it. Instead of 
acquiring greater coherence every day and tending to national 
unity, it is splitting up into more and more classes and sects. 
The fireeze of materialism has been unsettling the minds of 
men and disturbing their faith through western learning and 
contact with western life. In the absence of a Hindu r&jime 
there are no agencies possessed either of moral or civic power 
for effecting the needful reforms^re-adjusting society, evoking 
order out of chaos and breathing new life into the Hindu 
people. Regeneration appears to be impossible, dissolution 
pretty certain. What then is the hope of the Hindu ? Scarce¬ 
ly anything but this, tjiat the creed which dies with the Hindu 
may live on in the European, If the Hindus, before they pass 
‘■away, can communicate to some at least of the sons of the West 
all that, is best in their religion, their philosophy and their 
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ideals of life, they may die content. The principles, the ideas, 
the habits will remain ; their possessors alone will b%changed. 
The new possessors will probably cherish them with more 
earnestness, defend them with greater zeal and energy, develop 
and propagate them in a more effective way. The hope of the 
devout Hindu is in the European. He may well fettr that ho 
will leave no other heir in the spiritual sphere. 

There is little in the way of moral principles that the 
Hindu has to teach to the European. But Hinduism is 
not only a code of morals, but an interpretation of the 
unseen. It has •something very distinctive to tell us about 
man's origin and destiny ; it points out to us the means* 
of getting at spiritual realities, and of place..g ourselves 
. in contact with the world beyond this. The Hindu’s faith 

is based not so much on the scriptures as on experience- 

on inspiration, on vision, on positive «proofs of the Divine 
will. The Hindu Yogi* or Sannyusi is the mainstay <Jt' 
the Hindu religion. It is he that accounts for the wonderful 
vitality of The Ibindu creed. For, quite independently of the 
scriptures, it is he that has given proofs, from generation, to 
generation, of direct relations between God and man. ife is 
a living proof himself, of the possibility, by the Hindu 
method, of knowing God, of ascertaining His will and 
receiving His favours. Daily proofs are given in thi£ land, 
of the reality of tlfp Hindu faith, of the efficacy of Hindu 
worship, prayer and devotion. The Hindu, therefore, does 
not very much care to discuss his faith with others, for he does 
not rest his faith merely oil authority*or logic. , He may lose 
many a battle on the logical arena and yet his faith is 
unshaken, for he cannot get rid of the personal experiences of 
himself or ot others that he comes in contact with. His sheet 
anchor is not a single ancient Jtevplation, lp.it daily and 
hourly revelations on many an occasion of danger, difficulty 
and doubt. His scriptures are a guide for the solution 
of difficulties of a metaphysical or theological kind, but his 
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chief resource and consolation is in the exploration of the 

occult. » „ 

He does not claim a monopoly of Divme favour or of 

the capacity of holding communion with the Divine. If others 
share the advantages he will not be jealous. It is enough for 
him as a member of a dependent, despised, and materially 
backward race to vindicate his own position as a seeker ot 
spiritual truth. And he can only regret Ifee course of thought 
by which, in other countries than hiaown, the spiritual adopt, 
the open-eyed seer, the recipient of inspiration, should have 

come to be called a mystic. ” 

< Hinduism as a religion is not so much a creed as a 

capacity, not so much a doctrine as a discipline. Hence is 
bound up with it a systeia for the regulation of life. If the 
discipline and the capacity could be communicated to the sons 
of the West, the Hindus would be glad to hand down to them 
\heir country and their tradition^. While they themselves 
would be advancing in objectivity and industrialism, the 
balance of the world’s forces would be maintained by the 
communication of their inwardness and delicacy of spiritual 
fibre to the Aryans of another clime. Already the Eastern 
light has penetrated and illumined a few select minds in 
England, on the western continent, and even in the New World, 
and if’ over-crowded England should ever establish a colony in 
this land, the exchange of services between the East and the 
West would receive signal facilities. A colony is not essen¬ 
tial, however, for the communication of influences. Even 
under existing conditibns the forces of Europe and Asia 
, would act on each other. The Asiatic would be secularised 
the European would be spiritualised. The education of both 
would be complete, for the truest culture is that which does 
not over-weight the .existing capacities, but supplies their 
defects. And not till that education has come about, can the 
Mission of the English Conquest, be taken as realised. The 
may be pardoned if he flatters himself that - it was 
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a providential regard for Hindu interests tlflit made Britain’s 
banners flout on Indian soil. He would have l>£en swept 
away under the ohl rule ; he was saved «mlor the new. God 
had listened to his prayers. And .if he was copying to be 
feeble and his society effete, the same benign Destiny also 
provided that all that was best and highest in his creed, 
his constitution and his life, would pass, before his extinction, 
to a new, more healthy and more vigorous.race, better fitted 
to keep it alive. His creed and his country had been saved, 
and he might well be persuaded that the political revolution 
that he had livod to witness was one more triumph of his 
religion. 
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Genealogical Table of the Sovabazar Raj Family. 


RAM CHARAN DEB. 

I 


Itam Sonndar. 
I 


Kristi Molmu. Brojo Mohun. Gopoe Mohun 

I (adopted by Nubkisscn). 

“ -- - L 


B If O' 


Raj Narain. 8ree Narain. 

1 I_ 


Ram Ratan. Huro Narain. 


SlftiikyaChunder. 

Radha* Krishna. Gopee Krishna 

Gopal Krishna 
[and others]. 


Maharaja Nubkisaen Bahadur. 


I 


Ra^ajTon^ Bahadur (adopted). 

Raja Sir Radha Kant Deb Bahadur, K.C.S.l . 




fagat Krishna. Raja Bahadur Prossanno Narain Deb. Upendra. f Sh^). 


Taran Krishna. 

I_ 


Jatindra Krishna. 


I 

Joy Krishna. 


---- ! - -—... | • 

jfahendra Narain Deb. Raja Bahadur Raiowlm Narain Deb. Dcbondra Narain Deb. 


l 


r Narcndra 


Huja .laduv K»<-lt» 


Bhoopendra. 

Jogendra. Man! 

Indra. 

1 • 1 • 1 
Surendra* • Anand*. • Kumar. 

Woopendra. 

• 

Brojendra. Gopciidra. Sailondra. 

- j-1 | 

Dipond A. Manabcndra. Dhaiondrn 


Raja Bahadur H 

Lrendra Krishna. Uday. Atul. 

Amarendra. | 

Nil Krishna. 

Rajs 





APPENDIX II. 

NABOB8 OP BENGAL 
(1740-1798). 

1740. All Verdy Klian. 

1756. Seraj-ud-dowlah, grandson, by daughter, of the preceding. 

1767. Meer Jaffer. - - 

1760. Caasiui Ali Khan. 

1768. Meer Jaffer. 

1766. Nndjum-ud-dowlab, son of the preceding. 

1766. Syef-ud-dowlah, brother of the preceding. 

1770. Mobarik-ud-dowlah, brother of the preceding. 

1798. Nnzir-ul-Mulk, son of the preceding. 
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Austin. Mr. Hugh, a Judge of the 
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Aurungzebe, reference to, 216, 218. 
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Azimabad, reference 1. 45. 

B. 
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Bansbarriah. 151. 
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7'hakoor, premises of Raja 
Nnbkissen. 205 206. 
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Beaumont, Mr. reference to, 27. 
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Benares reference to, 45, 178, 179. 
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107. 
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Bhagalpore, 114. 
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Bilasi Bassee, wife of Nubkissen, 204. 
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Black Hole, the tragedy of the. 
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125, 137, 144, 150 158, 167. • 

Unllaky Doss Seat, reference to, 
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Bolts, Mr. William, reference to, 
68, 65, 67, 156, 172? 

Bonaparte, reference to, 216. 

Bond, reference to, 129, 139. 

Bootedares, reference to,« p '*». 

Bopp, reference to, 188. 

Bose, Mohon Ball, his deposition 
reference to, 206n. 

Boses of Sarisa, reference to, 5. 

Bow Begum, 96. 

Bracton, reference to, 190. 

Brahman, reference to, 101. 120, 133. 
133, 185, 169, 172, 181, 191. 

Britton, 190. 

Bristow, Mr., reference to, 97. 

Budge-Budge, the fort of, taken by 
Olive. 15. 

Bullal Ser, reference to, 1G9. 

Bui want Sing, Maharaja, reference 
to 45. 

Burke, reference to liis impeachment 
of Hastings, 196 ; his accusation of 
Nubkissen, 196 ; at the trial of 
Hastings, 196n ; his speech on the 
6th charge, I97n ; eighth day of 
his reply, 198 ; reference to his 
astonishment, 200 ; his authority, 
202 ; reference to. 103, 200, 208. 
C13. 

Burdwan, reference to the Bani of, 
149, to the Commissioner of, 159. 
reference to, 84, 149, 150, 152, 153, 
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Sczawul of, 150—1G8. 

Burgundy, Duke of reference to, 217. 

Burrabazar, in Calcutta, 10. 132. 

Burrall, Ramjoy, reference to, 156. 

Busteed, Mr. H.E., reference to, 183. 
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C- 

Cabul, reference to, 217. 
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was expelled from, in 1775, 13 ; was 
attacked by Seraj-ud-dowlah, 15 : 
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nagar, 15 ; Raja Manick Chunder 
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nor of, 43 ; reference to the 
talookdars of, 140 ; reference to it 
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Calcutta Review^ reference to, 180n. 
Camal-ud-din, reference to, 126. 
Ctenning, Lord, reference to, 213. 
Canongoea. or Kanungoe, 4, 90. 
Canto Baboo, reference to, 75, 187. 
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112, 115, 117, 121. 

Carnatic, 112. 
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217. 
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Cartier, Mr., reference to, 76,85. 
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reference to, 53. 57, 171. 172. 
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to, 169. 

Celhegus, 130. 

Chambers. Robert, reference to, 29. 
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ture by Clive, 17, 109 ; Nubkissen 
was appointed the Foujdar of, 50 ; 
reference to, 39, 99, 100, 157. 
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reference to. 7, GO. 

Chatterjee, Ram Hari. reference to, 

121 . 

Chevalier, Mr., reference to, 97. 

Chittagong, reference to. 111. 112. 

113. 
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Chowdhry, Gooul Chunder, 157, 159. 
161, 162, 

Chundaleah, 81. 
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199. 
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landed at Fulta and took the forts 
of Budge-Budge, Tana, Magooa. 
anti Aligar, 15 ; defeated Nabob’s 
army. 15 ; took Calcutta, 15 ; 
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,, Slmgoon Ally Cawii, 96. 
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138 113, 166, 167, 168. 
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Condrop Dass, reference to, 139. 
Conytacoor or Kanai Thakoor, 66. 
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reference to, 42, 84, 204. 
(’ossimbazar, reference to. 12. II. 
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with tlie oftioers of Serajud- 
dowlah, 13 : its member-' arrive* 1 
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Public Department in t lie,' 25 
reference to the chambers in, 45 ; 
Daw Department, 157, 159 ; of 

Revenue Pepart.njpnt, 2 In, 89, 90, 
139,140, 119, 154, 155, 164, 165, 

166, 167 ; Secret Department in 

the, 97, 99: reference to the secret 
proceedings of, 116; reference to 
the records of, 111,112; Hastings 
was appointed the President of, 
117, 118. 

Country Powers, reference to the, 

115. 


Court of Directors, reference to, 60, 
US, 115, 117, 118, lip. 

Criminal Daw, reference to the, 125. 
Cromwell, his faith in Providence, 
220 . 

Curram Bepr, 63. 

Cutwa, 166. 

Cuttuck, 1 5. 


D. 
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Dacrea, Philip Milner, 79, 82. 
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Dame Partington, reference to, 183. 
Daphne, 184. 

Dass, Ram Math, reference to, 56. 59. 

60. 62, 63, 68. * 
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Deccan, the, loo. 


Del*, Gopimoliua, 204. 

., Kristomution, reference to his 
deposition, 206n. 

Debi Sing, Raja, refereu^b t.<>, 168. 
Delhi, 63. IfS. 

Dinagepore, reference to, 74. 

Oini> Bnd Harbour, 14,29. 

Uiaram Pundit, Raja, 54. 

Diogenes, reference to, 185. 
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Calcutta, 126, 127. 

Doodnagur, 37. 

Doorgatdiy, 38. 
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12, 13 ; 1,1,is answer to the Nabob, 
13 ; liis arrival a>, Madras, 16. 
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109, HO, 111, 114, 116, 117. 
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,, Ram Mohan, 9!*. 

Ramnaut, 09. 
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Kphialtes, reference to, 10. 
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Favier, Mr., 133, 134. 
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Flanders, reference to Count ot, 21/. 
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ence to, 14n. 

Gooroodas, Ttaja, son of Nuncomar, 
118, 124. 
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to a ease of, 204. 205n. 
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Oosthipatis, 175. 
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Grotius, reference to, 188. 
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ITajee Saaudut, 69. 
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Higly or Hidgly, 5, 107, 109, 139. 
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Hindoo Idolatry, reference to, 32n. 
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Hiramant Dasee, Rani. 304. 
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Marsh man. reference to, 20. 
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\V. W. Hunter. 205n. 

Hixtory of the Military 7'raexact ionx 
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Hoissard, Mr., reference to, 27. 28. 
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Holme, Mr. John, reference to, 89. 90. 
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Hoi>e Hall, reference to. 7. 

Hosea, Mr., reference to, 159. 

Hossein Cooley Khan, 12. 
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118, 111. 
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11 u/.toor Novesy, reference to, "114. 

Hyde, Mr. Justice, 127, 128, 158 

llyiler Ali, re?erencd>to, 210. 


Impey, Sir Elijah, reference to, 101, 
126, 127, 128, 131. ’ 134, 135. 

I ndar Jat Perkheo, HO. 

Ingham, Dr., reference to, 27. 

Ishwara Chandra, Kaia. reference to, 

lt?4. 

Islam, 200. 

J- °o 

Jagat Sett, killed by Kabab Kassini- 
alv, 44 ; reference to, 3.5, 13, 50, 
111, 117, 208. 

Jagheers, 114. . „ 

Jhfferaly Khan. Nabob, reference'| lo. 
43, 44, 53. ^ 

.tatimala Kachari . 53. 
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Jessore, reference to, 33. 
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■Journal of the Axiatic Hgeiety, re¬ 
ference to, 19n. 
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ference to the pagoda of, 12 ; 
refereuco^ the pilgrimage of, 208. 
Jupiter, reference to, 211. • 


Kahix, 186. 

Kamala Kanta, 181,t* 

K&nsonit, a village, reference to, 4. 

Kassimaly Khan or Nabob Mir 
Cossim was appointed Subadar, 44 : 
removed froiji Moorshedabad to 
Monghyr, 44 : treacherously 
killed the Bnglish, 44 ; his flight 
to Monghyr, 20; was defeated at 
Oody Nullah, 14 ; his eng ape, 44 ; 
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44 : his war with Meer Jaffer, 110 ; 
his flight. Ill ; reference t. dm 
letter, 114 : reference to his house 
and gardens, 201 ; put to death 
two Sett brothers, 205. 

A ayaxtha, reference to, 71 ; division 
into JCulinx and Mavlihx, 170, 171, 
173, 191. 

Kelsall, Mr., reference to, 27. 

Kerrill Chanil, Rajah, 81. i 

Khnlsa. extract from the Proceedings 
of the, 79 ; reference to the records 
of, 85, 138, 139, 143, 150, 151, 153. 
154 ; reference to the outchory of. 
107 ; reference to the treasury of. 
137 ; reference to, 82, 86. 88. J14. 
152. » l ’ 


A ’helot, 45. 46, 60. 

Killa, 69. 
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to the case of, 157. 

Kishen or Kissen Dass. smiof Raja 
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208. , 

Kissan de buss, 67. xf** 

Kissen, 58. 

Kissen Ram Bow, 109. 

Kissnarnm, Rajah, 84. 

Knott, Mr. John. 26. 

Knott, Captain O#h>rgo. reference to 

> 27. 
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of Patna, 207. 
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reference to, 179. 195, 196. ' ’ 
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Lawrenc^, Mr. i'efereno.vA&, 160. 
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Bevett, Mr., inference to, 28. < 

kivius, Mr., reference to, 183, 184. 
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to, 133. 

TAfe of Robert Tmrd Glirr, reference 
to, 12n. 18n. 
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to, 106. • 
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Dong, Rev. J., reference to. 13. 21. 
Dnoknow, 217. 

M. 
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India, 1 ; his reference to Thurlow. 
7 ; his reference to Clive’s work 
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217. 

Madras, 16. 

Maecenas, 184. 

Magooa, taken by Clive, 16. 

Mahabat Jung, are All Verdi. 
Mahinderporc, 141. 

Mahishadal, 5, 107. 

Mahmoud, reference to, 215. 
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216. 
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16 ; fled to Moorshedabad, 16. 
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.J uggut Narain, 156. 
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Mecr Jailer, Mir Mahomed Jafar or 
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alliance with Clive, 16 ; wont with 
Clive to Moorshedabad, 18 ; Olive 
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Begum, 118, 124 ; reference to his 
son, Meeran, 207 ; reference to his 
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Mooherjie's Matjazinr, reference to, 
54n, 171n. 

Moolajore, 52. 

Moonshee or Munslii, 10, 13. 

Moore. Peter, Mr , 98, 100, 202. 
Mooragacha, 14. , 

Moorshedabad or Muxadabad, refer- 
u enoe to, 4, 6, 10, 13, 14, 16, 30, 

36, 44, 49, 80 97, 108, 113, 118; 
was taken by Clive, 16, 
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Mortogile, 30. . ,, .. 

MoznSei Jung, reference to, 17, 44, 

111 . 

JHouliek*, reference to, 170. 

Muchulka, 90, 13S. 

M u j mooadar, Dev id as, reference to, 4. 

Mullick Abdul Wayed, 79, 81, 82, 
8 S 89. 

Mullick Bung, 181. 

Munny Begum, reference to, 118, 121. 

Munshikhana, 114. 

Munsoor-ul-Malack, 69. 

Munro, Major, reference to, 30, 40. 

Muradabod, 75. 

JUiuhi Daftnr, 58. 

MUfehrefce, 114. 

Mustapha kban, 107. 

Mustofygurry, 114. 

Mutsuddics, referencW to, 90, 103. 

Mysore, reference to, 216. 

Nadir Shah, reference to, 21 .~>. 

N agree, 129. 

Napoleon, his belief in presentiments, 

221 . 

Narry Hurry, reference to, 29. 

Afdvtches, reference to, 16. 

Nazar or Nizar, 64, 65. 

Nazim Nabob, reference to, 18. _ 

Neuman, Mr., reference to, 160.'* 

New England, reference to, 214. 

Newagis, Mahomed, Glover nor of 
Dacca, reference sito, 12 ; reference 
to his widow, 13, 

Nidhoo Baboo, reference to, 186. 

Nitai Dass, reference to, 186. 

Nomettclatwre, the , reference to, 58. 

Nowpara, 79, 86 , 89, 90. 

Nubkisscn, Maharaja Bahadoor, 
reference to his services by 
Governor Verelst, and lord. Thur- 
low, 2 ; his ancestry, 3 ; the place of 
his birth, 6 ; his father, 6 ; his 
brothers, 6 , 45 ; tsy; place and 

the date of his birth, 6 ; early life, 
9 ; first event of his life, 9 5 his 
appointment as Moonslice to 
Hastings, 10 ; reference to li'jn as 

" Persian preceptor to Hastings, 
2 , 6 , 9, 49 ; appointed Moonsncc 
to *hc East India Company, to 
Clive, IO, 11, 49 ; supplier! the 

English with provisions at the risk 
of his life, 14. 49 ; he cast his lot 
with the English, 14 ; waited upon 
Olive and resumed his office, 15 ; 
his serviqe to the English before 
the battle of Plassey,, 15 ; settled 
the terms of Subad'ari agreement 
with Mr. Jaffer, 16 ; won high¬ 
est esteem from the English for 


the faithful discharge of public 
duties, 17 ; a false charge of loot¬ 
ing the private treasury of Serajud- 
daulah, 1 8-J 94 ; his pfetition, 20 ; 
his ventnlity of intellect, 21 ; 
his services to the Company, 24, 
his funatfbns ilethe service of 
the Company, 24 ; his petition to 
tile Council of Revenue, 24 ; his 
work under Clive, 80 ; his services 
to Olive and Major Adams, 81 ; 
attended Major Adams, 2 -, was 
Banian to Major Adams, 49 ; 
attended MU^or Adams during the 
war with Cossim Ally, 49 ; foun¬ 
dation of his great wealth, 32 ; his 
account of the Treaty of Restitution 
33 ; his declaration abofkt the do- 
nat ion to the army, 38 ; appointed 
as banian to Major Munro, 40 ; ' & 
appointment as Nabobt^ Vake-T, 
43 ; accompanied Major Adams at 
the battle of Oody Nullah, 44 ; 
acoompanied Clive to Allahabad, 
4 4, 51 ; obtained the dignity of 
Mnnsub Punjliazaree and of Baja 
Babacjpor from King Shah Alum. 
44, 45 ; went to Benares and 

Azimabad with Clive, 45 ; cffcotda a 
settlement of Benares and Behar, 
45 ; appointed Political Dewan or 
Banian to the Company, 46, 47, 52 ; 
received from Shah Alum a Firman 
of Munsub Shush Hazaree and 
the title of Maharaja anjl from 
Clive various hhelatg, also a medal 
and an elephant, 46, 57 ; assumed 
the title of Maharaja, 52 ; was an 
able conveyancer, 50 ; appointed 
Fauzdar of Chandunanagor, 50 ; 
assisted Clive in puriiyiliK the 
administration, 51 ; secured for the 
Nuddfea Rajas their titles, R‘’>; his 
petition for the same, o'2 ; held 
seven offices, 53; had charge of 
JMunehi Daftar, Arxber/idaftar. 
Jtifimala, JCaohari, Money Oodown, 
J\tal JLtlalut, 1'uJmil Daftur, 53 ; 
was half the Government, 54 ; his 
influence and position in 1770, 
54 ; a false charge against him of 
extortion and violation, 55, 111; his 
memorial to Verelst, 56 ; his pecu¬ 
niary condition, 74 ; appointed 
“ Talukdar of Nowpara, 79 ; his peti¬ 
tion to Barwell, 79 ; his petition, 
complaining of an order of the 
Board in 1772, 82 ; his petition for 
.■adequate compensation for the 
Taluk of Nowpara, 86 ; acquisition 
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q£ Sootanutty ,Bagbaztfr and Hogul- 
koondee, 88 *, hia petition praying 
for a sicnnufi for the mouzah of 
Sootanutty, 89 ; appointed a mem¬ 
ber of the Committee. *;f' Inquiry 
in BowT Begum’s case, 97 ; appoint¬ 
ed to make an in^ui.ry into si cop- 
piracy agamst the English, 97 ; 
nature of his relation to Maharaja 
Nuncomar, 109 ; his ambition was 
for political posts, 122 ; evidence 
given by him in the trial of Nun- 
comar, 129 ; his reluctance to give 
evidence at the atrial, 192 ; his 
possession of the Taluk of Hitcha- 
pore, 197 ; was granted the farm 
of Soubah Bashar, 197 ; arzee of 
Nubkissen, 197 ; as zaminder of 
Hunehapore, 140 ; as Talookdar of 
Makinderporc, 141 ; his complaints 
againwt. Mad an Butt for erecting a 
rival Bazar at Sootanutty, 111; 
entrusted with the management of 
estates of Burdwan Rani and Rani 
of Ambooah, 149 ; appointed to the 
Sezawulship of Burdwan, 150 ; 
his unpopularity with a certain 
class for his support of* English 
"interests, 150 ; false complaint 
against him of imprisonment, 1.57 ; 
his complaint against Mr. Austin, 
1(53 ; his capacity as a statesman 
and administrator, 108 ; his posi¬ 
tion in society, 169; was a KnyastJia 
by caste, 170; was the president 
of the «-Caste Tribunal, 171 ; his 
encouragement of the JCuli/ut, 173 , 
his intense piety as a Hindoo, 174 ; 
recognised as the Gojithij/ati, 175 ; 
was patron of Ghatacks and 
JPundit % 175 ; his cosmopolitan 

charity, 1 70 ; his expenses on religi¬ 
ous ceremonies, 177; his vbit to the 
shraP* at Kalighat, .178 ; his pil¬ 
grimage to Benares, 178, 179 ; his 
conduct towards his relatives, 180 ; 
reference to his mother’s Sraddha. 
20 ; his mother’s Sr add Jut 180, 

193 ; was an enthusiastic patron 
of letters and arts, 184 ; and a 


reference to his career, 209 : reW. , 
tions with Clive, 213. 

Nun comar, Roy, Maharaja, betrayed 
the Governor of Cliandernagore, 

1 7 ; reference to, 30 ; his statement 
in Meer Jafiir’s case. 33 ; his state¬ 
ment about the donation to the 
English army, 37 ; was appointed 
Be wan to Meer Jaffir, 38, 49 ; his 
jealousy of Maharaja Nubkissen. 
5(5 ; instigated and forged accusa¬ 
tions against Nubkissen, 5(5, 68 ; 
regard for him of some Bengalee 
writers, 101 ; his character as 
estimated by various writers and 
historians, 105, 106; his attach¬ 
ment to Meer Jaffir, 105 ; was 
not a typical Bengalee, 107 ; his 
father, 107 ; w his early life, 107 ; 
appointed Amin, 107 ; his op¬ 
pression of zamindars, 107 ; con¬ 
fined in chains, flogged and beaten, 

107 ; was sent a prisoner to Roy 
Ray an, 108 ; his escape to Calcutta. 

108 ; his appearance at Moorshed- 
abad ; obtained the collection of 
Sulsutra, 108 ; lived a life of ad¬ 
venture, 108; confined at Hooghly, 
108 ; severely bastinadoed with a 
bamtjoo by Seraj-ud-Bowlah, 108 ; 
reduced to utmost poverty, 108 ; 
appointed a Vakeel ^to Maharaja 
Boollub Rauf? 108 ; appointed 
Bewan to Mahomed Ameer Beg 
Khan, 109 ; appointed Governor or 
Agent for the collection of revenue 
of Hooghly, 1*7, 109 ; brought on 
a dispute between Boollub Rain 
and Meer Jaffir, 109 ; his conduct 
to Ameer Beg Khan, 1 10 ; his 
unfairness, 110 ; his treasonable 
conduct towards the Company. 

110 ; his imprisonment, 110 ; ob¬ 
tained the *title of Maharaja from 
King Shah Alum, HO;his capture. 

111 ; his escape due to Nubkissen - 
111; was further saved by Nubki»- 
sfju, 111 ; was ungrateful and goi 
^f> a false charge against Nubkissen. 
Ill ; his duties as Collector, 113 ; 


votary of the Muses, 186 ; the story liis intrigue with the Company's 

of his substituting an idol, 195 ; his enemies, 113, 115 ; his oppression 

loan of three laks of rupees to Has- at Hoogly and his raalversa - 

tings, 200 ; Burke’s accusation of tion as Tahsildar, 114 ; offices held 

his bribing Ha-stings, 202 ; his grant by him, 114 ; his hatred of 

t of land for a CSifcfc^in,Church. 200 ; Hastings, 116 ; his forgery against 

his donatiory-Jor a M'ffiommedan Boollub Ram, 116 ; bis endeavour 

College. 200 ^03 : his to ruin Nubkissen. 116 ; reference 

^childr^Bjjjyi ; jhis^-premiseS,*' 2<$5 ; his son, Raja Gooroodas, 113 ; 

his S9wf f* m iispersoiial aggrandisement, 120, 
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422 • planned vengeance against 

Iliun'gs* 122; Ins attempt to 

crush Hastings, 122 ; biought 
charges of corruption against Hast- 
ings 123, 130 ; assisted Hastings 

in prosecuting Reza Khan and 
Shitafo Boy, 123; brought false 
charges against Reza Khan, l-ib , 
accused of a charge of conspiracy 
against Hastings and Harwell, 1-b, 
his trial for forgery, 126 ; the fates 
of tlic case, 127 ; his seal, 129 , 
his sentence of death, 123 ; was 
hanged, 124; the estimate of his 
character by the author, 120. 

Nudjum-ul-Dowlah, Nabob, reference 
to, 2#>, <»l), 70, 72, 111. 

jVitllfih, 44. 

Unncoinar and Intjm^ reference 
to, 122. 

Nuzzurannah, 52. 

Nuddea, 52, 7 7 , 109, 179. 

O. 


flhdadar or Revenue Farmer, 4. 
Oraichand, reference to, 17, 171. 
Oody Nullah, battle of, 144. 
Orme, reference to, 2, 12. 

Orissa or Orixa, 12, 57, IOI. 
Ou'iu, reference to, 1. 


P. 

Pallas, rcferenceS;o, 21#. 

Pandas^ 179. 

Padlab Roy, 107. • 

Panchagiauj or P.mcligay, 4, 14, 4.>, 
180. 

Pariahs, 182. _ 

Paris, reference to the Municipality 
of, 216. 

Palit,,Babooram, reference to, 76. 

Patna, massacre of, 1 ; reference to, 
1, 22, 4 1, 57, 61, 109, 04, 118. 

Prep* into Social Lsife Calcutta 

a century ago . By Rev. J. bong, 
reference to, 14n, 21n. 2U."»n. 

Peish^a, reference to, 216. 

Persian Danguage, reference to^as 
(Jourt language, 9 ; as the langua^: 
of diplomacy, 21 ; reference to. 29 : 
Scriptures, reference to, 97 ; en¬ 
couragement of, by Nubki8sen, 1 76. 

Persian Department, reference to the 
letters of, 20, 21, 49; reference to 
the proceedings, 54, 55. 

Philip II. of Spain, 221. 

Pinda , 202. 

Plato, reference to, 188. 

Plassey, battle of, reference to, 15, 
107. 207. 


Pondicherry, * to. 

Poonah, referenc# to, 215. 

Pooruea, 111. • 

Punchcote or Pucliet, «». 

Pudma Lochu^ 76.^ 

Pudmohun Doss, reference to, 120. 
Puffendorf. reference to, 128. • 

Pujcft la#. 

Puncliayet. reference to, n2. 

Pundits, reference to, 175, 182. 181 ; 
their functions a.nd place in 
Koeietv. 187 ; reflections on, 187. 


R. 

Rad ha Churn, reference to. 126. 

ltadha Kant a Deb Bahadur, Raja 
Sir, K.C.S.l. reference to a 
manuscript probata y wiitten by 
him, 2 ; reference to, 16, 1 ^ 6 . 

Rai, Ram Jcebaii, reference to, 84. 

Rajbullabba, Ilnja, a Vaidya by east «* 
of Dacca, reference to, 10,TJ4, 189, 

1 IO ; was the Pewan of the Nabob 
of Dacca, 12 ; succeeded IIossein 
Oooly Khan, 12 ; killed by Nabob 
Kassin*aly, <4 ; was appointed 
Deputy Governor of Dacca, 208 ; 
reference to his son, Kisscn Dass, 
208 ; his confinement by tt»3 
Nabob, 208. 

Raj Kissen, Raja, reference to, 204, 
206. 

Jlaj - Snya— yTagna , reference to, 181. 

Ram Bazar, 187, 189. 

Ram Caunt, 152, 154. « 

Ram Chand, Dewan, reference to,Jo. 

Ram Churn, Dewan, appointed Oh- 
dadar of Mooragacha, 4 ; Dewan 
of Cuttack, 5 ; fought agaii*it a 
Mahratta incursion, 5 ; reference 
to, 45. . 

Ramchurn Roy, Banian to Vanpi^ 
tart, 27, 4 J 8 , 88 , 50, 84, 115. 

Rameswar, reference to, 4. 

Kamnarain, Maharaja, killed by 
Nabob Kassimaly, 44. 

Ram Sunder Bewarta, a brother of 
Nubk^ssen, reference to, 6 ; became 
an Ameen, 6 ; ttt le of Roy was 

• conferred on him, 45 ; reference 
to, 205. 

It apid Sketch, of the life of Jtaja 
ltadhaha.nta, JJeva JJa/tadur, refer¬ 
ence to, 3, 4, 6 , 9, IO. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Kesliub Ram, a 
zafhimUar, referent to, 4. 

Ray lay an, 80. • 

Raze Bazar, 127, 139. 

Renault, Governor of Chandernagor,* 
reference to, 17. 



INDEX, 


■r> 

Reza Khan, Nabob Maflomed, refer- 
c ence to > 2 . 28, 3J,®eO, 64, 70, 117. 

118, 120, 121, IS9, B36, 171, 207. ’ 
Itislms, reference to, 169, 189 . 
Hoyrayan Chain, Ko^ reference to, 
4, 5, 107. 

RoyrafJ-an Ommcd ,.Itoy, killed bv 
Nabob K^issimaly;«r44; V y 

lloy, Runj6et, reference to, 171 . 
Rukmini Kanto Vyavabarta re¬ 
ference to, 4. 

S. 

Sab da Kaljiadrumjr, an encyclo- 
p:odia of Sanskrit learning, 
reference to, 4. 

Sabha, reference to, 184, 190 
Sadakulla, Moonshcu, 108. 
A'«rf*«,»,*'rcference to, 188. 

Sahib, reference to, 9, 199. 

“Sala Odocn Cawn, reference to, 8 1 
Salamis, battle of, 219. 

Sangusis, reference to, 188. 

Satya Yitga, reference to, 181. 

Sayyid Ali, reference to his writings. 

Sclden, reference to, 188. 

Seeley, frofessor, reference to, 211. 
fleet. Ram Beliary, reference to, 138. 
Select Committee, reference to the 
proceedings of, 25 ; reference to an 
enquiry by, 32 ; reference to its 
sittings, 37, 88, 43 ; reference to 
the last meeting of, 52 ; reference 
to the appendix to the proceedings 
cf, 150n ; reference to, 50, 52, 66, 
60, OO, 74, 75, 70, 112, 120, 121. 
Selections from, the llecords of 
Government of India, Rev. Dong’s 
reference to, 49. 

Selections from the State Papers, 
Forrest's, reference to, 52n. 
Selections from the Calcutta Gazette. 
reference to, 200iC 

Sen, Chamli Churn, reference to his 
Bengali work on Maharaja 
Nuncomar, 12n., 121n. 

Sen, Rului Chanc^ra, reference to, 186. 
Berarapore, reference to, 62. 
Seraj-nd-dowlah, Nabob, reference to, 
17, llO ; his tyrannical conduct, 
10 ; excuses of his quarrel with the 
English, 12 ; Orme’s account of his 
quarrel with the English, 12 ; his 
letter to the president of Calcutta, 
13; the conspiracy of Ills' officers 
with the Council at Calcutta, 13 ; 
expelled the English Government 
from Calcutta, 13 ; his prohibition 
to supply the English with foot!. 


14 , his attack on Calcutta l*, ■ 
his return to Moorshcdabad ’ 
Ins preparations for a 
attack on Calcutta, 15 ; Clive blew 
up his camp, 15 ; followed by Clive 
to Plassey, 15 ; his defeat a? 

?r 5 a his ln ‘ ligUe with the 
1 i.? e P°Be d . 10 ; a charge 
of looting his treasury by Nub- 
kisson, 18 ; the reported wealth in 
his treasury, 19; bastinadoed 
Nuncomar with a bamboo, 103 ■ 
appomted twoEoujdars of Htooghlv’ 
109; reference to his court, 200 - 
was grandson of Aliverdy, 208 - 
cause of his attack on Ca^cutta^ 

®°tt 8 °f lUoorshedabad, reference to 
, , 7 .iiButke’s reference to the, 
208 ; their title of Jugat Sett, 208. 

Sosawul of Burdwan, Nubkissen was 
appointed, 150-108. 

Sliah Alum, King, reference to, 25 . 

tH>. 

bliahmnll, reference to, 30. 

Shah Jehan, reference to, 215 . 

Shankar, 184. 

Shankari, a wife of Nubkissen, 203. 

S/iastras, reference to, 174, 191 . 

Shitab Roy, Maharaja, reference to. 

420, 123 ; a Minister to the 
Mussulman ,Court,5207 ; reference 
courage, 207. 

fehirlock. Major, reference to, 13. 

Shore, Mr., inference to, 107. 

Sillabut, reference to, 130, 131, 132. 

Sing, Chectar or Chitter, 105, 107. 

„ Oanga Govinda, ISO, 187. 

,. Judoo, 107. 

,, Rad ha Gobind, 159. 

Tillook, 105, 107. 

Siygar-ul-AIatagherin, reference to. 

106 . i 

Sketches of' Peng al since the founda¬ 
tion of Calcutta, reference to, 1 70a. 

Skinner, Mr., reference to, 44. , 

Smritis, reference to, 188. 

8 jeta, 46. 

SOoree, Jugmohun, reference to, 141. 

Soubah Bazar or Sovabaaar, reference 
to, 137, 139,205, 207. 

Sootanutty or Chutanutty, English 
settlement at, 9 ; reference to, 87, 
88, 89, 90, 91-94. 204 ; reference 
to a hat at, 141, 442, 204. 

Spencer, Mr. John, reference to, 
33-37, 41-43, 72, 112. 

Sraddha of Nubkissen’s motiier, rc- 
1 ference to, 120, 170, 179, 180, J 8 J.- 
193, 203. 
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8 flee Bhut, reference to, 114, 

Sree Kanta, reference to, 184. 

Srihari Deva, reference to, 4. 

Sri Sri Bishweshwarji and Sri Sri 
Nava Kristines war ji t idols, reference 
to, 179. 

Stephen, Sir James, reference to, 103. 
105, 125, 124, 132, 183. 

Stirling, A., Persian Secretary to the 
Government, reference to, 3. 

Strachey, Mr. Henry and Mr. 
Edward, reference to, 26, 27, 4 7. 

Subahs, reference to, 18. 

Sudra , reference to, 169. 

Sujah-ud-dowlah, Nabob, reference 
to, 1 ; Clive’s treaty with him, 44 ; 
levied an army, 111 . 

Sukea, a wife of Nubkissen, reference 
to, 203. a 

Sumner, Mr., reference to, 52, 69, 70. 

112 . 

Supreme Court, reference to, 29, 126, 
127, 128, 157, 204. 

Jiyfe-ul-How la, reference to, 64. 

Sykes, Mr. Francis, reference to. 
32, 61, 69, 70, 75. 

T. 

Tabheezaries, reference to, 144, 146, 
147, 148. • 

Tacoor, Harikisscrureferenoe to, 85. 

Tacoor Shewahj^efeKmce to, 80. 

Tajuddin, a Oompau^s Moonsliee. 
reference to, 10 . 

Tamerlane, reference 215 ; refer¬ 
ence to the house of, 217. 

Tana, the fort at, taken by Clive, 15. 

Tarkabagish, Kadhakanto, Pundit 
Pradlian, reference to, 184, 185. 

Tarkapanohanon, Jagannath, refer¬ 
ence to, 184, 185, 187. 

Tarkasiddhanta, Ramnath, reference 
t o, 194. S 

Tarihh i- Aftinf nri , referAce to, 18. 

Tahsil Dafter , reference to, 53. 

Tejcl^nd Bahadur, Maharaj Ohiraj, 
reference to, 155. 

Terraneau, reference to 18. 

Theodosius, reference to, 215. 

Thomas Aquinas, reference to, 188. 

Thurlow^ Lord Chancellor, his refer¬ 
ence to Nubkissen in the House of 
Lords, 2 ; reference to him by 
Macaulay. 7 ; his description of the 
proceedings against Hastings, 126. 

Titus Oates, reference to. 186. m 


Tols , reference t^ J87. 

Townsend, MeredUh, 225. 

Travancore, reference to, 1 . 

Treaty of lte^lWtion, reference to. 
33. • 

'J'rial of Hahn Ituju JS’it/ultjgtnnti r f 
Hmha dor r foj^Jb'orgcry , reference 
to. 129n, lSOsT * * • 

Turn look, reference to. 5. 

TJ 

Zfpa tta i//i no , reference to, 170. 

1 1 n jtu hi i&herf If coords of C* overn - 
men** Selectio>tm from , reference to, 
14//, 113//, 114//, 115ft. 

• V . 

Vaidya, 1 0. 

Vaisya, 169. 

Vansiy-^ht, Mr. reference to, 33-44 #< 
HO, 116, 172 ; appointed Owvernor 
oUJUalcuttn, 4 3 ; his departure to 
^lnglan<l, 44. 49 ; his Minute on 
the bazar, 143-149. 

V, t. Governor, does justice to 
NubkiSsen's services, 2 ; his mar¬ 
riage, 27, 193 ; reference to, 27, 
46. 54. 66. * 

Vidyalankar, Vaneswar, reference 
to, 18 4, 187. 

View of the English Government of 
JJrnyal , reference to, 172. 

Vikramaditya, reference to, 18^ 

1”ya raxtha, reference to, 189. 

W 

W&Uladar, reference to, 79. 

Ward's History of the Hindoos, re¬ 
ference to, 1787 /, 180, 161n. • 

Watson, Admiral, reference to, 15, 
38. < 

Watts, Mr., the Chief of Cossimbazar, 
refcrencesto, 12, 19. 

Wheeler, Mr , reference to, 115, 14 3, 
159. 

William of Orange, 219, 221. 

Wrangham, Miss, sister of John 
Wrangham, refer^pce to her birth¬ 
day festival, 18 4. 

Wrough ton, Mr., George, reference 
to, 158 , 159, 162. 

Y 

Yar Beg Khan, Mahomed, Foujdar 
of Hooghly, reference to, 108, 109. 

Yudhisthifla, reference to, 181. 







